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REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE EAST-INDIA 
COMPANY, FROM THE REVOLUTION, IN 1688-89, TO THE 
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INTRODUCTION. 


IF the events, detailed in the second period of the Annals of CHAP. III: 


the London East-India Company, arose chiefly out of the wars, Jntroduction. 


between the greater Powers in Hindostan, the events, in tlie 


period which we are about to review, will be found to have 
originated, chiefly, in the political relations produced in Europe, 


by the change in the Government of England, under King 


William and Queen Mary. These events occurred, at the time 


The affairs of 


the East-In- 
diaCompany, 
after the Re- 
volution, in- 
fluenced 

more by po- 
litical events 


in Europe, 
than by events 


when the empire of Aurungzebe was in “its greatest vigour ™ ‘Be Indies. 
and extent, and they close, when the death of that Mogul left 
Hindostan, without any paramount power, and when the rela- 
tions of the European nations, trading to the East-Indies, 


were so completely changed, that they led to treaties, politi- 


cal and marine, for settling the- Balance of Power, and of 


trade. 


It will, therefore, be indispensable, in looking at the cir- 


cumstances in which the London Company were placed, 


when 


opposed by a domestic rival, or the English Company, and when 


this rival was ultimately compelled to unite its interests with 


B 2 
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CHAP. JII. 
- England and the Maritime Powers of Europe, that we may 


Introduction 


INTRODUCTION. 


them, to trace the political and commercial relations, between 


reigns, andat discover the sources of the delegated authority, which either of 
the accession ` 
of King Wil- those Companies could exercise, at the period of their Union. 


liam. 


Review of 

the political 
and commer- 
cial relations 
of England, 
during the 

reign of King 
William and 
Queen Mary. 


“Bs 


in the English character. 


During the reigns which preceded the Revolution in Eng- 
land, the sovereigns acted, sometimes to preserve the political 
balance of Europe, against the encroachments of France, at 
other times, to strengthen the preponderance of this monarchy : 
—the periods between these extremes of conduct were short, 
and the effects, happily, precarious. 

The conduct, of Charles JJ. and James II., favoured 
the French schemes of aggrandizement, and gave to that mo- 
narchy opportunities to add districts to each of its frontiers, 


particularly to stretch out its ancient limits into Flanders and 


Brabant, and to narrow the barrier between France and 


the United States of the Netherlands. The danger from this 


innovation became alarming, for it was foreseen, that the sub- 


jugation of the States General would give to France the 
command of the coasts, from which its armaments and its ship- 
ping might acquire the control, if not the possession of the com- 
merce, in the Narrow Seas, and of the North of Europe. 

- The elevation, therefore, of King William and Queen Mary 
to the throne of England, is rather to be considered as an event, 
which the conduct of Charles II., in the last Dutch war, and the 
obsequiousness of James II. to Louis XIV. occasioned, than as 


the result of ambition in the Prince of Orange, or of versatility 


This 


Gil. 


SL K ae 


INTRODUCTION. 


The Revolution, at first, produced rather unfavourable 
effects on the commerce of the London East-India Company, 
and, in fact, for a time, continued to be viewed with anxiety 
by the Directors ;—this impression arose from a jealousy 
of the Dutch Company, which led to an opinion that 
the new Government in England might favour, rather than 
check the encroachments of that people. The London Com- 
pany did not, at this juncture, anticipate, that a new rival 
would arise in England, more formidable to their rights, 
than the Dutch had been to their trade ; and yet, in the sequel, 
this event will be found to be the true source of that union of 
mercantile interests, in the trade to the East-Indies, which more 
positively depressed the schemes of the Interlopers, than either 
authority, or a sense of national interest, had hitherto been able 
to effect ; for it terminated in the establishment of Zhe United 
Company of Merchants of England, trading to the East- Indies. 

A retrospect of the political and commercial state of Eu- 
rope, therefore, will lay open the real sources of the exertions 
in England, to acquire and to preserve a proportion of the 
Asiatic trade, and to resist that power, which the consolidation 
of his empire in the East gave to Aurungzebe. 

In bringing into view, in the most concise manner, the 


political and commercial relations of Great Britain, with the 


CHAP. HL 
ae 


Introduction. 


European Maritime Powers, from the Revolution to the esta- 


blishment of the United Company, we shall discover the 


foundation of the claims of the London East-India Company, 


for protection, from the Crown and from the Legislature, and 


the 
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CHAP. HI. the claims of the new Adventurers in the East-India trade, to îy 
Introduction. become a more efficient East-India Company, possessed of rights 
' founded on an Act of the Legislature. 


Relative cir- During this eventful period, it will appear, that the 
cumstapces of 
England, naca treaties, between Great Britain and the European States, were 
of the other 

a Hapan directed to two great objects, an opposition to the French . ; 
tates, at the 


% maton of scheme of universal monarchy, and the combination of re- 
Alliance. sources, to resist this common enemy of their independence 
and trade ;—hence, a mere reference to those public transactions 
will explain the sources of the politics of King William, to 

strengthen the one, and to combine the other.. 


At the time when the Prince of Orange connected his 


“ 


authority with the general sense of the English nation, and 
brought it to be a party in the Grand Alliance, Louis XIV. was 
successfully invading Germany, laying waste Bavaria and the 
Palatinate, and apparently breaking down the outposts of the 
disjointed Germanic Confederacy; but, in these aggressions, 
he did not foresee, that the weight of England and of Holland 
would be thrown into the scale, against France; or that a new 3 
alliance would arise, to check his progress, on the Flemish and 


Gamma frontiers of his dominions.“ 


Š Spain, in this political situation of Europe, was governed 
bA Philip IV., whose incapacity threw obstacles in the way. of 


j r- a Tr l i the 


Paonr l HOTT 


> 


_ (1)—Original Ratifications, by the Emperor and by the States General, of the Act of K 
Admission « of King William, as a Party in the Grand Alliance, concluded at Vienna, 12th > (H 
O May 1689, between the Emperor and the States General. (Preseryed in the State Paper 


Office, Whitehall, ) 
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the general alliance against France, notwithstanding the able CHAP.III. 


administration of Grana and Castaniga, his Governors of the Low J##roduction. 


Countries, and the talents of Ronquillo, his Ambassador in Eng- 
land :—hence the elevation of King William to the Throne was 
an event, equally important to Spain, to the Netherlands, to 
Holland, and to Great Britain. Under these circumstances, the 
Dutch became sensible, after the French had taken Luxem- 
burg, that the Treaty of Nimeguen was only a temporary 
expedient of France, and that they must either support the 
measures of King William, and levy troops from Brandenburgh, 
Hesse, &c., to form an efficient army to act with the Confe- 
derates, in repelling the invasions, by France, of the countries 
bordering on their narrow territority, and of that territory 
itself, or expect subjugation; for the French had already 


published a manifesto, on the 28th October 1688, which was 


deemed by the States equivalent to a declaration of hostilities, . 


and which drew from the States, a formal Declaration of War 
against France, in March 1689. 

On the 13th April 1689, the Elector of Brandenburgh 
entered into the alliance against France, and prohibited supplies 
of naval or military stores being furnished, from the countries 
under his government, to the enemies of the Germanic liber- 
ties. 


On the 29th April 1689, England and Holland formed a 


Marine Treaty against France, on the basis of the treaty of the 


3d March é 


te, 


(L)—Copy of the Elector of Brandenburgh’s Edict, relative to the War with France, 


13th April 1689. (State Paper Office.) 
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S INTRODUCTION. 
m CHAP. III. 3d March 1678, and agreed to unite their fleets in the Mediter- 
Pract ranean, the Irish Channel, and the North Seas. 

On the 3d May 1689, the King of Spain declared war 
against France,® and on the 7th May, King William also 
declared war, on the grounds of the infraction of the treaty 

a regarding Newfoundland, and the seizure of English property 
» 


and subjects in America. 


On the 12th May 1689, the Emperor and the States General 


formed an Offensive and Defensive Treaty of Alliance against 
France, by which they stipulated, that they would employ their 
joint forces to repel its aggressions, whether on the Empire, 
or on the United Provinces, and continue hostilities, till the 
French King should be brought to the observance of the terms 
of the Treaties of Osnaburgh, Munster, Westphalia, and the 
Pyrenees ;—the States General invited King William to ac- 
cede to this Treaty, which accession, in the most formal man- 
ner, was dated 9th September 1689. 

On the 22d August 1689, the King and States General, 
by treaty, adopted the most vigorous measures, regarding the 


` 


trading 


(1)—Original Treaty for the combination of the English and Dutch fleets against 
France, 29th April 1689. (State Paper Office.) 
(2)—Tindal’s Continuation of Rapin, vol. i. page 89. 
f (3)—Copy of King William’s Declaration of War against France, 7th.May 1689. 
| {State Paper Office.) 
(4)—Attested Copy of the Treaty of Grand Alliance against France, between the 
a Emperor and the States General, dated Vienna, 12th May 1689.——— Original Ratifications, 
by the Emperor and States General, of King William’s Accession to the Grand Alliance, 
dated 20th and 23d December 1689. (State Paper Office.) 
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trading interests of France, with the object of lessening the CHAP. III. 
resources by which that country could prosecute the war; for /*roduction. 
it was agreed, that the Dutch and English squadrons should 
blockade the ports of France ; that the subjects of England and 
Holland should be prohibited from all commerce with that king- 
dom ; that they should seize on all French property found in the 
vessels of other nations, sailing to French ports, and that such 
vessels should become lawful prizes. © 

To strengthen this treaty, a more general one, of Al- 
liance and Defence, was concluded between the King and the 
States General, on the 24th August 1689, confirming all the 
treaties, from that of Breda, in 1667, to the treaty prohibiting 
commerce with France, dated only two days preceding this last 
treaty. l 

For the general support of the war, subsidiary treaties were 
entered into, between the King and the States General, with the 
Duke of Brunswick Wolfembuttle, the Protestant Cantons of 
Switzerland, the Duke of Savoy, and the King of Denmark. 

These events prepared many of the Princes of Europe, by General Con- 
their attendance, personally, or by their Ambassadors, for the RORE Ti 
Congress held at the Hague, in January 1690-91, at which King 

VOL. III. C William, 


(1)—Original Full Powers from the States General, to negotiate a Treaty with England, 


5th August 1689. Original Treaty (and Ratification by the States General) between Eng- 
land and Holland, for interrupting the Commerce of France, 22d August 1689. (State 
Paper Office.) 

(2)—Original Treaty (and Ratification by the States General) between England and 


Holland, for renewal of former Treaties, dated 24th August 1689. (State Paper Office.) 
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<a : 
- CHAP. DI. William, in energetic language, laid open the schemes of France 
Introduction. for universal subjugation, and brought this illustrious assembly -E 
to consent to bring an army of two hundred and twenty thou- 
l sand men into the field, against the common enemy of the tran- 
j quillity and liberties of Europe. “ 


The Elector of Mentz; whose dominions were more imme- 


= * diately exposed to the depredations of the French armies, joined ý i 

F. the Grand Alliance, on the 24th April 1691, as did the Elector i 

of Bavaria, on the 3d May 1691. © t 

Bae To prepare the allies for commencing the war, treaties were 4 
= 


l 
f 
i 
} 
i 
i 


formed, between England and Denmark, and between Denmark 
and Holland, to prevent supplies of naval stores being sent to 


France, from the Baltic; by which Denmark was to be placed ; = 
. . 4 =. 

upon the same footing, with regard to France, as Sweden had 
= 


been, that is, that passports were to be given by the Chancery po 
at Copenhagen,: to ascertain that the goods (not contraband) 

were Danish property, and that the Danish ships should not be = 
employed in transporting naval stores, from one port in France 


to another. © . $: ] =. 
The S 


araar cu! 
a) Tindal, vol. i. page 164: 
gi core:e = Hi = (2)— Original Act of Accession of Anselm Francis, Elector of Mentz, to the Treaty of 
ig rer Grand Alliance, dated 24th April 1691. Original Act of Accession of Maximilian 
s Emanuel, Elector of Bavaria, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance, dated 3d May 1691. (State 

s Pa per Office.) 

i es (3)—Original Ratification, by Christian V. King of Denmark, dated 19th December 
> 1691, of the Convention. concluded at Copenhagen, between England, Holland, and Den- 
mark relative to the interruption of French Commerce, (State Paper Office.) 


= n> 2, An + R hy * 
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The measures of King William, in connecting with the 
Grand Alliance, by treaties, the Elector of Saxony, the Duke 
of Brunswick Wolfembuttle, the Bishop of Munster, and the 
King of Denmark, (each of whom were to furnish contingerits 
of troops for the grand army), discover, that the great object of 
the King was to bring the good sense of the European Powers to 
view, in its proper light, the importance of preserving the liber- 
ties of the Germanic Empire, and those of the Maritime Powers, 
or England, Holland, and Spain. © 

To the energy and vigour of the King, at this crisis, may 
be attributed the division of power between France and the 
other European Sovereignties, and the placing them in, what 
has been emphatically termed, a balance :—it was by the preser- 
vation of this balance, from copying the political principles of 
the King, that the Germanic Empire, from its head to its most 
subordinate chiefs, for a century after the period we are review- 
ing, maintained its constitution and the States General, and 
Great-Britain, their influence on the Continent; and might still 
have continued to maintain them, had the Continental Powers, 
who were parties in the Grand Alliance, either been true to 
themselves, or faithful to their engagements with Great-Britain. 


It would be foreign from the Annals of the London East- 
C 2 India 


(1)—Original Treaties, and Subsidiary Conventions, between England, the Emperor, 
the States General, the Elector of Saxony, the Duke of Brunswick Wolfembuttle, the 
Bishop of Munster, and the King of Denmark; and original Acts of Accession of the 
latter Powers, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance; dated 23d May, 13th June, 7th August 
1694, 18th March 1694-95, 3d December 1696. (State Paper Office). 
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INTRODUCTION. 


India Company to enter into any detail of the naval and military 
events, which occurred in this general war, farther than to refer: 
to them, as the sources of the Treaty of Ryswick, which, by 
affecting the general commercial interests of England.and Hol- 
land, remotely influenced the proceedings: of the London East- 
India Company, and of its foreign rivals, (Holland, Portugal, 
and the beginning commerce of France). in the countries within 
the Company’s limits. 

At the commencement of koalic, and during the first 
years of the war, the French made considerable conquests in 
the Low Countries, and had still a more marked superiority in 
Catalonia and in Italy; but, after the naval victory off La 
Hogue, in 1692, and when the French Court observed, that the 
confidence of the Confederates in King William, rendered it 
impracticable to detach the Allies from each other, by separate 
treaties, Louis XIV. endeavoured to sound, first in 1693, and 
next in 1695, the dispositions of the Dutch towards pacification ; 
conceiving, that as their resources depended on trade, they 
would be more ready to listen to measures for their immediate 
interests, than to prospects of distant, though of greater safety. 

The character of the Dutch, with respect to internal factions, 


had, however, been altered from what it had been at the Treaty 


of Nimeguen, because their Stadtholder was become King of 


foes ; and the French Court were fully aware, that it would 


be difficult to withdraw them from the English connexion, 


: TAE it might be possible, through them, either to discover 


the 


Wy 


INTRODUCTION, 


the King’s intentions, or to dispose the commercial part of his 


subjects to a termination of the war. 
The death of Queen Mary, in 1694, had placed the 


English and the Dutch in a situation, where the internal tran- 


13 


CHAP. HI. 
am 


Introduction. 


First appear- 
ances of the 
negotiations, 
which termi- 


quillity of both countries depended on the King’s life, and the gatea in the 


reaty of 


Court of France were aware, that the Grand Alliance rested on Ryswick. 


the same circumstance. Louis XIV., therefore, from the success 
which attended the Allies, by the recapture of Namur, in 1695, 
and from their conquests on his northern frontier, began se- 
riously to think of opening a treaty, and sent M. Callieres to 
the Hague, with propositions to negotiate, while M. d’Avaux 
was pressing the King of Sweden to interpose, as mediator, and 
though not openly, yet sufficiently discovering the intention of 
Louis XIV., to acknowledge King William as King of England ; 
for the Dutch were allowed to take the opimion of their allies, and, 


on this basis, the States General consented to treat for peace. 


As preliminaries, the States demanded the restitution of ` 


Strasburgh and Luxemburg, to which M. Callieres consented, 
on condition Lorraine should be restored to its Duke. The 
delay occasioned by these conferences, enabled the French to 
make a separate peace with the Duke of Savoy, in 1696, and 
thus to break one link of the Grand Alliance. It was in this 
state of the belligerent powers, that it was agreed, the King 


of Sweden should act as General Mediator; Ryswick, a village 


near the Hague, was fixed on, as the place of meeting, and 


Lord Pembroke, Lord Lexington, Lord Villiers, and Sir 
Joseph 
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CHAP. Ill. Joseph Williamson, were appointed Ambassadors, by Commis- 
Introduction. sion, dated 16th February 1696-97.“ 
| ‘The Treaty of Ryswick was signed on the 20th September 
1697, of which the substance is;—the re-establishment of 
France and England in their respective possessions ;—reference 
to commissioners, of the disputes regarding Hudson’s Bay ;— 
° France to have re-possession of the places taken in Hudson’s = & 
Bay by the English ;—a declaration, that no assistance should i 
he afforded to the King’s Enemies, resident in France ;—and | 
the restoration of the King’s interests in the Principality of A 
Orange ; leaving it to each Sovereign to include his allies within 
six months. © 
The Emperor continued to negotiate with France, but on ; a 
the 30th October 1697, acceded to the Treaty of Ryswick, and 


accepted Friburgh and Brisac, as an equivalent for Stras- 
burgh. © 3 , 
The King, having re-established peace with the Powers 3 
connected with his dominions, and those of the States Ge- 
~) = néēral, (taking an extensive view of the political interests : 


of the European nations, whose tranquillity depended on 
the Empire of Germany continuing in a situation to re- 


sist any future aggressions of France,) turned his attention 
to 


(1)—(Copy)—Commission and Instructions to the English Plenipotentiaries for nego- 
tiating the Treaty of Ryswick, 16th and 23d February 1696-97. (State Paper Office.) 

(2)—Original Ratification, dated 3d October 1697, by Louis XIV. King of France, of oil 
3 die Treaty of Ryswick, 20th September 1697. (State Paper Office.) 
x ~ (8)—(Copy)—King William's Act of Inclusion of his Allies in the Treaty of Ryswick, 


18th November 1697. (State Paper Office.) 
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7 to the long subsisting wars between Turkey and Germany, CHAP. III. 
that he might place. the Emperor of the latter country in ‘troduction. 
circumstances to repel, with effect, the farther encroach- 
ments of France, either on his hereditary dominions, or on 
those of the lesser Princes. and States, acknowledging him as 
their Chief. 

To accomplish an object so difficult, as a pacification be-- 
tween the sovereigns of Turkey and Germany, Lord Paget was. 
instructed to offer the mediation of the King and of the States. 
General, through the Grand Vizier, to the Porte :—after long 
conferences with the ministers of both Powers, the peace of 
Carlowitz was signed, on the 26th of January 1699, by which 
the Emperor had ceded to him all his late acquisitions in the 
war, the Poles got Kaminieck, the Russians obtained Asoph, 
under a truce of two years, and the Venetians had the Morea,. 
and part of Dalmatia. ©) 

Though the Treaty of Ryswick had apparently restored Subsequent 


Alliances of 
peace to Europe, King William and the States General seemed England, 
founded on 
to have been fully aware (even at the time it was nego- this Treaty, 
topreventthe 
tiating) that the restless and ambitious projects of France: Preponde- 
rance of 
would induce it to attempt farther conquests. As the King of France, by 
5 an indirect 


: So x oy |e annexation of 
Sweden had been the mediator in the Treaty of Ryswick, the Spain (o teat 


States Monarchy. 


(1)—Translation of Letter from the Grand Vizier to King William, relative to his 
Mediation between Turkey and Germany, 1698.——- Letter from King William ‘to the 


Emperor of Germany, offering his Mediation between Germany and Turkey, 12th March 


1698-99. 
tiation for Peace between Germany and-Turkey, dated 15th March 1698-99. (State Paper 


Commission and Instructions to Lord Paget, to act as Mediator in the Nego- 


Office.) —— ‘Tindal’s Continuation of Rapin, vol. i., page 396. 
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CHAP Ill. States General, as a measure of precaution, formed a De-: t 
TETA fensive Alliance with that Crown, on the 12th February 1698, 

to which the King of England was invited to accede : — 

the Accession of the King is dated at the Hague, 14th May 

1698. By this treaty (which was to remain secret) the three 


L Powers stipulated, that each should protect the others dominions ; 
> ie ie : . T 
i and interests in Europe, against any aggression, and that this ; $ 

f , o ora l 
agreement should be deemed the basis of a more specific treaty, s 


Ee connecting their interests in the most positive and full manner. © 
It is probable, that this treaty, and the circumstance of 
‘its being -kept secret, originated in apprehensions of farther 
‘schemes of France for conquests in Italy, Germany, and Flan- 
ders ; for an opinion, at this time, began to prevail, that, in 4 
the event of the death of the King of Spain, notwithstanding 


all the precautions which had been taken at his accession to- - ¿ 
the throne, Louis XIV. would claim, in. right of succession, 
the Crown of Spain for the Dauphin, and thus concentrate, 


under one monarchy, the kingdoms of France and Spain, with 


Min  & 


their dependencies in Europe, and in the Indies ;—the Grand 


Alliance, therefore, to check the aggrandizement of the French 


Monarchy, and the Treaty of Ryswick, im which the war 
had terminated, had sufficiently instructed Louis XIV. and 
his ministers, that an immediate and open ayowal of the scheme 
of 


_ (1)—Original Treaty of Defensive Alliance, between England, Holland, and Sweden, 
-concluded at the Hague, 14th May 1698, with the original Ratifications of King William, 
and of Charles XI. King of Sweden, dated 26th May and 3d June 1698. (State Paper 
Office.) a = 
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of uniting the two kingdoms of France and Spain under onè 
Sovereign, must again lead te another general alliance, and 
induce the Imperial Family to forget its dissatisfaction with that 
treaty, that it might more effectually bring forward its claims on 


the Crown of Spain, and afford an opportunity, which the 


general peace gave to Louis XIV., by finesse and intrigues, to 


realize his intentions. 

The French King, thus, foresaw, that an open attempt te 
acquire the Crown of Spain for his family, under all the cir- 
cumstances of Europe, would necessarily bring on a general war, 
for which the resources of France were not prepared. 

This politic Monarch, therefore, knowing that King Wil- 


liam had established the Balance of Power, granted a commission 


to the Count de Tallard, on the 19th August 1698, (who was 
vested also with a commission from the Dauphin) to negotiate a 


secret treaty, by which, in the event of the death of the Catholic ` 


King, Louis XIV. and the Dauphin were to renounce their 
-claims of succession to the Crown of Spain, and to transfer them 
to the Prince of Bavaria, nephew to the Dauphin, whom failing, 
to the Elector and to his descendants. This project was intended 
to deceive the King and the Powers of Europe, but indirectly 
to place Spain at the disposal of France. King William en- 
couraged this finesse, because it brought Louis XIV. into the 
dilemma, that if he adhered to it, Europe would. be more in 
safety; if he broke it, a Grand Alliance might again be formed, 
because the contingent death of the Prince of Bavaria would be 
more favourable to the claims of the Emperor of Germany; and 

VOL. IIK ) D therefore 
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CHAP.II. therefore appointed the Earl of Portland and Sir Joseph Wil- 


INTRODUCTION. 


Introduction. 1iamson to treat with the French commissioners. () 


First Parti- 


tion Tieaty. 


a ETRS 


original Separate and Secret Articles, concluded at the Hague, 11th October 1698. 
Original Ratification of the States General of the First Partition Treaty, 25th October 1698. 


(State Paper Office.) 


The treaty, which was the result of this singular and im- 
portant negotiation, is, in history, denominated the “ First 
< Partition Treaty,” and in substance is,—that the Dauphin 
of France, in consideration of renouncing all claims on the 
Crown of Spain and its dependencies in the Indies, should re- 
ceive, in full right, the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ;—that 
the Electoral Prince of Bavaria should succeed to the Crown 
of Spain, and its dependencies ;—and that the Duchy of Milan 
should be given to the Archduke Charles, the Emperor’s second 
son. © 

Notwithstanding this apparent arrangement of the affairs 
of Europe, King William formed a treaty of Defensive Alliance 
with Sweden, on the 16th January 1700, to which the States 
General afterwards acceded, bearing in substance,—that the 
contracting powers not only agreed to defend their respective 
dominions, but that Sweden would protect the free nayigation 

of 


(1)—Original Commissions from otis XIV., and Louis, Dauphin of France, to Count 
Tallard, to negotiate with England and the States General, dated 19th. August 1698. 
Original Commission from King William to the Earl of Portland and Sir Joseph Williamson, 
to treat with the French Ministers, dated 21st September 1698. (State Paper Office.) 


(2)—Original Treaty between England, the States General, and France, for settling 
the Succession to the Crown of Spain, denominated the First Partition Treaty, with thé 
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eas of the Baltic, and Great Britain that of the British Seas, and CHARI 
that this defence was to extend to the dominions and trade of /*/reduction.. 
the two nations, both at home and abroad. The object of this 
treaty was, to maintain the Treaties of Munster, Nimeguen, 
and Ryswick, for preserving the liberties of Europe. ®© 

iN The young Prince of Bavaria, upon whom the succession Second Parti- 


7 £ 5 tion Treaty. 
to the Spanish Crown had been settled, having died on the 6th 


February 1699, the same motives which led to the First Par- 
tition Treaty, opened the negotiations for the Second :—the 
leading object was, as in the first treaty, to prevent the king- 
doms of France and Spain from being united under the House 
of Bourbon; an evil suspended, only, by the precarious life of 
His Catholic Majesty. The Second Partition Treaty was signed | 
at London, on the 3d, and at the Hague, on the 26th March 
1700, and, in substance, coincided with the First Partition 
Treaty, with the following additions :—that besides the coun- 
tries to be given to the Dauphin, as previously enumerated, he 
was to have the Duchies of Lorraine and Barr ;—Milan to be 
given to the Duke of Lorraine, as a compensation ;—and the 
Archduke Charles to receive the Crown of Spain, and its de- 
pendencies, under the same conditions as intended for the Prince 
of Bavaria. 
D 2 This 
(1) —Original Treaty of strict Alliance between Great Britain and Sweden, dated 16th 
January 1699-1700, and original Ratification of Charles XII., King of Sweden, dated 10th 
r= March 1699-1700. (State Paper Office.) 
(2)—Original Commissions from the King of France to Count Tallard, and from the 


States General to their Deputies, to negotiate the Second Partition Treaty, dated 21st 


January 
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CHAP. III. This Second Partition Treaty, though solemnly and’ pu- 
Introduction licly ratified by Louis XIV. and the Dauphin, proved to have 
been a mere deception on the part of the French Court, and it 
deceived the greatest part of Europe, till the death of the King of 
Spain, on the Ist November, disclosed all the secret schemes of 
the Court of France; for, by the will of the Spanish Monarch, 
the Crown of Spain was left to the Duke of Anjou, the second 
son of the Dauphin, whom failing, to the Duke de Berri, the 
third, and the Archduke was to become heir only in failure of 


these French Princes 


Louis XIV., When Louis XIV. heard of the death of the King of 


on the death 

es he. King Spain, he hesitated, for a short time, between the acceptance 
of Spain, as- : o y 

serts the of the Crown of Spain, for the Duke of Anjou, and an affected 


claim of the ; 

Dake of An- adherence to the Partition Treaty; but, in a short time, de- 

jou to tha 

cion: clared his acceptance of the will of the late King of Spain, and 
sent the Duke to take possession of the throne, recommending 


to him the just administration of his government, but never to 


forget that he was a Prince of France. © 

The Spaniards, in consequence of the Partition Treaty, 
though they foresaw that war would be declared against them, by 
the Emperor, by England, and by the States General, acquiesced 


. 


in 


January 1699-1700, and 26th March 1700.— Original Treaty between King William, the 
States General, and Louis XIV. for settling the Succession to the Crown of Spain, denomi- 

nated the Second Partition Treaty, with the Separate and Secret Articles, dated 3d March 
1699-1700.—— Original Ratifications, by Louis XIV. and the States General, of the Se- 
cond Partition Treaty, and of the Separate and Secret Articles, dated 25th March and gth 
April 1700. (State Paper Office.) 

(1)—Tindal, vol. i, pages 425—428, 
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2I - 


in the will; but the Emperor refused to acknowledge it, and it CHAP.II- 


was at this crisis, that the Spanish Netherlands, (the theatre "eduction. 


of so many wars and so many sieges,) and the Duchy of Milan, 


` received French garrisons into their towns.“ 


Unprepared for so sudden a reyerse, either by a military 
force to resist, or by confederacies to supply this want, the 


States General wrote to the King of France, acknowledging 


Treaties 
formed by 
King Willi- 
am on this 
event, to pre- 
serve the in-= 


the Duke of Anjou, as sovereign of Spain and the Netherlands. dependence 


In the evening, therefore, of his life, King William saw 
the danger thickening over the European nations, which it had 
been the labor of so many years, both as Stadtholder, and as 
King of England, to avert ;—and France, which for two hundred 
years had struggled to gain possession of the Spanish Nether- 
lands, now acquired them by an incident, prepared to crush 
the States General, and to render Great Britain, instead of a 
rival, one of the secondary powers of Europe. 

It was in this unforeseen situation of the affairs of Europe, 
that the King found it indispensable to provide, by an act of 
the British Legislature, for the succession to the Throne in a 
Protestant Prince, whose interests would be opposed to those 
of France, as he foresaw, that the re-establishment of the 
Stuarts would again render Britain subservient to the ageran- 
dizement of France :—under these circumstances, the King 


summoned a Parliament, which passed the Act of Succession in 


the 


(1)—Tindal, vol. i. page 431. 
(2)—Ibid......... page 410, 
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' CHAP. il. the Protestant Line, which received the Royal Assent on the 


Introduction: 12th June 1701. .. 


To provide, farther, for the independence of Europe, and 
to prevent France from acquiring the United Provinces and 
the North of Germany, a treaty was formed, between England; 
the States General, and Denmark, dated at Copenhagen, the 
15th June 1701, on the basis of the Defensive Treaties of the 
3d November 1690, and of the 3d December 1696, which, 
besides a mutual guaranty of possessions, stipulated the pro- 
portion of force which each of the contracting parties were 
to furnish. To this treaty, the Emperor, the King of Prussia, 
the House of Lunenburgh, and the Landgrave of Hesse 
Cassel, were to be invited to accede.© 

On the basis of this treaty, a more specific Treaty of Al- 
liance, between King William, the States General, and the 
Emperor, was concluded at the Hague, on the 7th September 
1701, which, in substance, bears;—that, in the event of 
pacific remonstrances proving ineffectual, the contracting parties 
were to employ their forces, by sea and land, to compel France 
and Spain to recognize the rights of the Imperial Family to 
the Netherlands and the Duchy of Milan, and, particularly, 
to recover from France, the barrier of the Low Countries :— 
: England 


(1)—Lords’ Journals, vol, xvi., page 738. 
(2)—Original Treaty of Defensive Alliance, and Secret Articles, between England, 


Holland, and Denmark, concluded at Copenhagen, 15th June 1701. Original Ratification, 
by Frederic IV. King of Denmark, of the Treaty of Defensive Alliance, and Secret 
Articles between England, Holland, and Denmark, 31st July 1701. (State Paper 


Office.) - 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


h 


w 


A>. ae 


INTRODUCTION. 23 


À Engtand and the States General, under this treaty; were to CHAP.II. 
take possession of such portions of the Spanish Indies, as each /"7eduction- 
could acquire, and the allies more particularly stipulated, that 
France should not get possession of the Spanish Indiés;: or 
have liberty of commerce in them :—On. the 18th February 
1702, the King of Prussia acceded to this Treaty of Grand 
Alliance. $ 

The last politicat measure of King William, ‘regarding the 
Continent, was to engage the associated Circles of the Rhine, 
Franconia and Suabia, to contribute their contingent of sixteen 
thousand men for the common defence, for which the Maritime 
Powers, in consideration of the narrow means of some of those 
Circles, were to furnish them with. supplies, to enable the 
troops of that part of the Empire, to act for the defence of 
Europe. 

The foundations, thus, were laid, for a new alliance; but the 
parties were changed, Spain being thrown ‘into the scale with 
France, and new wars in Europe were expected to arise, on the 
death of King William, which happened on the 8th March 

1702-3; 

(1)—(Copy) Treaty of Alliance between the Emperor, King William, and the 

States General, concluded at the Hague, 7th September 1701.—— Original Treaty of 

Offensive and Defensive Alliance, between England, Holland, and Prussia, 30th December 


1701.——— Original Act of Accession, dated 18th February 1701-2, of Frederic I., King 
of Prussia, to the Treaty of Grand Alliance, of the 7th September 1701. (State Paper- 


Aa 
Offce.) 3 
4 (2)—(Copy) Articles of the Admission of the Associated Circles of the Empire into s i Se 
the Grand Alliance of the 7th September 1701, dated at Nordlingen, 22d March 1701-2: Ke 
(State Paper Office.) 
A e 
n x 
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CHAP. III. 1702-3, when wars in England, itself, were anticipated, on 

ee mee 

Introduction. principles more marked than those of York and Lancaster, 
because, in this age, the art of war promised issues, equally 


bloody and more disastrous 


Political and The opinions of the Centinental Powers, respecting the 

commercial : A , 

relations of line of conduct which Queen Anne, on her accession, might j 
ueen Anne, 


ue eee observe, in her political connexions, were expressed according to 

of her reign. the reliance which each had upon England, under King William, 
and according to the hopes and fears entertained of the perma- | 
nency of the Queen’s government. 

‘On comparing the situation of Europe, at the close of the 
reigns of Charles II. and James II., with its actual situation at the 
death of King William, it was impossible not to look forward to 
one of two events ; either that England might again become an 
instrument in the hands of Louis XIV., to facilitate his project 
of extending the limits and influence of France (as he had now 
Spain and the Spanish Indies indirectly at his disposal, and a 
considerable proportion of Italy), or that he would, in the 
event of the Queen’s following up the political measures of 
Kang William, endeaveur te excite a civil war in favor of 
a male .descendant of King James II. In either case, it was 
naturally.concluded, that the power and influence of England 
would .be diminished, and could not become the source of a 
general alliance against France, or even an efticient auxili- 
„ary in it ;—it was also anticipated, that the former opposition 


Pe between the British and Dutch commerce would revive, both in 7 


Europe and in the Indies, and that this opposition might be 


worked 
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iR- worked on, in these countries, to weaken the efforts of each CHAP. It. 


against the common enemy of both ;—it was, also, not less Introduction. 
natural to anticipate, that a Princess, who had, hitherto, had 
no opportunity of discovering her knowledge of public affairs, 
or any bias towards particular States in Europe, would be little 
3 qualified to succeed a monarch, bred up to meet, and to overcome, 
difficulties in war and in politics, and deservedly considered to be 
the only potentate, able to counterbalance the projects, and 
encreased power, of France. 
This suspension of opinion was, in two days, happily dissi- 
pated ; for the Queen, in her first speech to Parliament, not 
only declared her resolution to maintain the religion, laws, and 
liberties of her kingdom, but that too much could not be done 
for the encouragement of her allies, and to reduce within 
bounds, the exorbitant power of France.” 
On the basis of this resolution, the Earl of Marlborough The Queen 


continues the 

was sent to the Hague, with a declaration of the Queen’s adhe- measure at 
6 3 ing illi- 

rence to the Grand Alliance, and to obtain from the States am, and c 
orms to the 


> General, and from the Emperor, a separate article, recognizing Grand Alli- 
ance, 


the Queen’s right to the Crown of England. 
This transaction was followed by a still more public mea- 
sure, founded on the treaty of Grand Alliance, or that two 


VOL. III. E months 


(1)—Lords’ Journals, vol. xvii, page 68. 

a (2)—Original Articles between the Queen, the Emperor, and the States General, dated 
12th April 1702, explanatory of the Treaty of Grand Alliance of the 7th September 1701, 
with original Ratifications, by the Emperor and States General, dated 8th June 1702 and 
22d March 1702-3, (State Paper Office.) 
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CHAP. III. months should be allowed to Louis XIV. to retract his ac- 

Iniroduction. ceptance of the Spanish Crown, for his grandson ; and, should 
he refuse to agree to this proposition, the three contracting 
Powers were to declare war against France and Spain, (as 
adhering to its allegiance to the Duke of Anjou) on the #3 May 
1702. 

On this occasion, the King of Prussia renewed his accession 
to the Grand Alliance, on the same terms as. with his late 
Majesty ; as did the Princes of the House of Brunswick, and 
the other Germanic Powers.@ . 

The plans adopted by the Allies, for bringing their ar- 
mies to act, in such extensive fields as Flanders, Germany, 
and Italy, will derive illustration, from the military events by 
which they were followed, and shew the grounds upon which 
the treaties and conventions, entered into in the subsequent 
years, proceeded ; as these military events are the subjects of 
general history, it is necessary, only, to refer to them, as the 
source of those political measures, which, in the subsequent 
campaigns, were founded on them. 

The alliance of Portugal was eagerly sought after by these 


Treaties be- 


t Eng- z 5 ; 
tat Portt- great contending interests ; by France, to secure Spain on that 


1, the Arch- , i 
rko iCharie frontier, and by the Allies, to open access to the Archduke 


King of 
ae Charles, 
(1)—Original Agreement between the Allies, to declare war on the same Day, dated 


18th April 1702. (State Paper Office.) 
*(2)—Original Renewal of the Act of Accession of the King of Prussia, as a Member 


of the Grand Alliance, dated 14th April 1702. Original Act of Accession of Rudolph 
Duke of Wolfembuttle, as a Member of the Grand Alliance, 21st April 1702. (State 


Paper Office.) 
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Charles, to take possession of the Spanish dominions ; a conven- CHAP. III. 
: E 3 i = Introduction. 
tion, therefore, was concluded, on the 2d May 1703, as the sual yaar 


basis of a more general treaty, between the Archduke Charles, enesta SN 


(as King of Spain,) and Portugal, specifying that Portugal was EA Ci 
prepared to enter into negotiations, for becoming a party in the 
Grand Alliance. 

This preliminary convention explains the treaty between the 
Emperor, the States General, the King of Portugal, and the 
Queen, dated the 16th May 1703, by which the King of Por- 
tugal became a party in the Grand Alliance. 

By a secret article it was stipulated, that, besides cessions 
in Europe, by Spain, in favour of Portugal, the north side of 
the Rio de la Plata should be the boundary of the possessions 
of both kingdoms in South America. 

On the 3d July 1703, a defensive alliance was formed, 
between the Queen, the States General, and the King of Por- 
tugal, by which the contracting parties guaranteed the safety of 
their respective possessions. By this treaty it was explained, that 
the convention which placed Bombay among the possessions 
of England, should be interpreted agreeably to its spirit, and 
that the Portuguese ships should have the same access to 


E 2 Malacca, 


(1)—Original Convention between the Almirante of Castile and the Imperial Ambas- 
sador, for bringing Portugal into the Grand Alliance, dated at Lisbon, 2d May 1703, with 
the original Ratifications. (State Paper Office.) 

(2)—Original Treaty of Offensive and Defensive Alliance, between the Emperor, the 
Queen, the States General, and Portugal, against France and Spain, concluded at Lisbon, 
16th May 1703, with the original Secret Articles and Ratifications. (State Paper Office.) 
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CHAP. III. Malacca, as those of the other European nations trading to 

l Introduction. the East-Indies.® i 
The Queen and the States General, at this period, more 
fully to mark their determination to resist the aggrandizement of 
France, by the indirect annexation of Spain, renewed their 
treaty of Offensive and Defensive Alliance, on the 3d June 1703, 
in terms»which might completely remove any difficulties or 
embarrassments, in the interpretation of former treaties 
between the two countries, made in periods when each, or 
when both, were in circumstances, different from those of the 

existing emergencies in Europe. 

By this treaty it was agreed, that a mutual guaranty of 
the possessions of England and Holland, by land and sea, in 
i Europe, and abroad, should be given; and that all the treaties 
between England and Holland, from the Treaty of Breda, in 
1667, to the treaty of Alliance, of the llth November 1701, 
should be incorporated, renewed, and confirmed, by this treaty.® 
This treaty, between the Queen and the States, was prepara- 
tory to a renewal of the treaty of Defensive Alliance, between 
England, Holland, and Sweden, which was concluded at the 
Hague, on the 16th August 1703. . 


ee A 

(1) —Original Defensive Alliance between Great Britain, Holland, and Portugal, con- 
cluded at Lisbon, 3d July 1703. (State Paper Office.) 

(2)—Original Treaty between Great Britain and the States General, for renewal of 
former Treaties, concluded at Westminster, 30th June 1703, with origina) Ratification by 
the States General. (State Paper Office.) 

} (3)—Oniginal Treaty of Alliance between England, Holland, and Sweden, and Sepa- 
rate Article, dated at the Hague, 16th August 1703, (State Paper Office.) 
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w A partiċular treaty of Commerce was, at this time, formed, ea 
Introduction. 

between England and Portugal, dated the 27th December 1703, r 

by which it was agreed, that the prohibitions which had, hitherto, Commerce 

t between 
been in force against the importation of English woollen-cloths Ersland and 

Portugal. 


into Portugal, should be annulled; and that, in return, the 
Y wines of Portugal should be admitted into England, on pay- 
ment of one-third less duty than the wines of France, but with 
this explanation, that if a higher duty should be imposed on 
those wines, the importation of British woollens into Portugal 
should again be prohibited. This treaty is the more memorable, 
from being the foundation of that strict and profitable commer- 
cial intercourse between both kingdoms, which has subsisted for 
so many years, and has been the source of the extension of the 
British woollen trade, not only into Portugal itself; but into its 
foreign possessions, and of introducing the Portuguese wines 
into Britain, and thus encouraging the staple products of both 
countries. ® 
During the campaign of 1704, the Duke of Savoy receded 
from his French connexion, and became a party in the Grand 
Alliance, and a Subsidiary Treaty was entered into with him, on 
the 4th August 1704, on the part of the Emperor, the Queen, 
and the States General. The King of Prussia, at this juncture, 
agreed to send a body of troops into Italy, to act in conjunction 
with the troops of the Empire, and of Savoy. 
; During 
(1)—Original Ratification, by the King of Portugal, of a Treaty with Great Britain, 
concluded at Lisbon, 27th December 1703, for admitting British Woollen Manufactures 


into Portugal. (State Paper Office.) 5 
(2)—Original Treaty between Great Britain and the Duke of Savoy, for admitting the 
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CHAP. III. During the years 1704, 1705, and 1706, the Emperor, the 
S—’ 5 * 7. A] e 
Introduction. Queen, and the States General, by a series of Subsidiary Treaties, 


Reference to 


the Eventsin brought large armies to act in Flanders, on the Rhine, in 
the progress 


of the gene- Savoy, in Italy, and in Portugal, all bearing on the great object 
of dividing the power of France, and recovering Spain to a 
branch of the Imperial Family, the more effectually to balance 
the powers of Europe, and establish the liberties of the whole. 
These treaties, however important, and however memo- 
rable the wars and victories of the Duke of Marlborough, had 
rather a reference to the Balance of Power, than to that of 
trade; and as they did not affect, in any degree, the commerce 
of England, or of Holland, in the East-Indies, need only to be 
referred to, as events influencing the parties in the Grand 
Alliance, and the conduct of the Queen, in encouraging com- 
merce and navigation. 
Effects in- As, in 1707, it became necessary to find new resources, to 


tended to be > ’ 
proceed in enable the Allies, particularly England, to embody a force, 


trade by the j; n s í 
Treatyof capable of acting in Spain, a commercial treaty was formed, 


ace between Charles and the Queen, for the encouragement of com- 
merce between the two countries, and tending to throw the 
balance of trade in favor of England. This treaty was dated 
at Barcelona, on the 10th July 1707, and fixed the duties on 
English merchandize, at seven per cent., comprehending the 
imports from Morocco to Spain, in English bottoms, under the 


general description of English merchandize, and specifying that 


prize 


laiter as a party in the Grand Alliance, concluded at Turin, 4th August 1704, (State Paper 
Office.) 
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prize goods, taken by English ships, should be deemed English 
commodities. 

On the same day, a secret treaty was formed between the 
Queen and Charles, for opening the commerce to the Indies, 
to a Company, composed of Spanish and British subjects, 
of which Cadiz was to be the emporium; which stipulated, 
that should the efforts of this Company be rendered imprac- 
ticable, either in forming establishments, or supporting com- 
mercial enterprizes, from the Duke of Anjou haying posses- 
sion of the ports of Spain, more immediately engaged in 
this trade, five thousand tons of British shipping should be 
permitted to proceed to the Spanish Indies, under the protec- 
tion of ships of war (these ships of war being excluded from 
trading), and that they should annually return to Spain, as 
the traders of that kingdom, but be subject only to the du- 
ties imposed on the Spanish merchants; and that- this privi- 
lege of trade, in a particular manner, should exclude, in fu- 
ture, the subjects of France, who were declared inadmissible 
to any share or participation in it :—but it was not till the 9th 
January 1708, that the ratification of this treaty was obtained 


from Charles. 


The 


(1)—Original Treaty of Alliance and Commerce, between Great Britain and Spain, 
concluded at Barcelona 10th July 1707, with original Ratification by Charles III., King of 
Spain. (State Paper Office.) 

(2)—Original Secret Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, relative to the East- 
India Trade, concluded at Barcelona, 10th July 1707, with original Ratification by Charles 
IIL., King of Spain, (State Paper Office.) 
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Introduction, 


3% INTRODUCTION. 


CHAP. IJI. The disastrous events in the campaign of 1707, particu- oM 
Introduction, larly the fatal battle of Almanza, and the partial truce between ; 


the Imperialists and French in Italy, gave a new aspect to the 
f ` war, by exciting those jealousies, which could not have been 
foreseen from the brilliant successes in the preceding cam- 
| paigns; and the convention between the Duke of Marlborough 
H and Prince Eugene, on the part of the Queen and the Emperor, 
proved, that resources of greater extent, and auxiliaries more 
| numerous, were required, to obtain the objects of the war in 
their full extent. l 
! This review of the commercial and political connections of 
| i Great-Britain, during the important period from the Revolution 
to the establishment of the United Company of Merchants i 
of England trading to the East-Indies, has discovered the 


successive powers of the Crown and of the Legislature, to 5 
grant privileges of irade to the East-Indies, and references $ 
to these treaties, during each year, will unfold the sources of 

the applications of the two Companies, for support and pro- F; 


tection, and the wisdom of forming an union between Asso- 


ciations; whose ineffectual opposition to each other endangered 
the loss of the East-India trade to England. 
Reference to [n the preceding chapter, a review was taken of the poli- ~ 


i tical and commercial relations of England with the Maritime i 


ceding Chap- 


Tils Bo cree is rda a Powers 


(1)—Original Convention between the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, for 
four thousand Imperial Troops to serve in Catalonia, concluded at the Hague, 14th April 


1708, (State Paper Office.) 
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Powers of Europe, and a corresponding review of the countries 
within the East-India Company’s limits ; and, with this prelimi- 
nary information, the Annals of the London Kast-India Company 
were traced, after ascertaining the protection or interruptions 
which their rights and trade might receive in England, and the 
difficulties which they had to encounter and surmount, in the 
East-Indies ; we were thus prepared to examine and appreciate 
the value of their services to the navigation and commerce of 


the kingdom. 

In this Chapter we have followed the same arrangement, as 
far as regarded Europe; but have only to make a reference, as 
far as regards the East-Indies, to the political characters of the 
countries within the Company’s limits, delineated in the Intro- 
duction to the preceding Chapter. 

In England, three epochas, or the establishment of the Lon- 
don Company, the restoration of their privileges, and the events 
which led to the Union of the London and English Companies, 
point out the marked periods in the progress of Indian Affairs ; 
but, in the East-Indies, from the Restoration to the Revolution, 
and from this æra, to the Union of the two Companies, by the 
Award of Lord Godolphin, one great political and commercial 
fact, only, occurs, or the memorable reign of Aurungzebe: it 
was the power of this Mogul which, alone, could affect the Com- 
pany’s Settlements abroad, because the principal seats of their 
trade, or Bombay and Surat and their dependencies, and Fort 
St. George and its subordinate Factories, either on the Coroman- 
del Coast or in Bengal, were situated in his empire; for, as yet, 
on efforts 
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CHAP. III. efforts, only, were making in the West of India, to restore the i 
Inirodetion. trade in the Gulf of Persia, and to form exchanges in the Gulf 
of Arabia, and eastward of Hindostan (Bantam being lost, and 
the Company excluded from the Spice Islands) the trade was 
but opening in Sumatra, and irregular experiments projecting, 
; to obtain an intercourse with the countries bordering on the 
| i China Seas. 
À With the information, therefore, to be drawn from the 


leading events in the political and commercial state of Europe, 


; 


and from the leading political and commercial events in the coun- 
tries within the Company’s limits, we are prepared to examine 
the Annals of the East-India Company, from the Revolution to 
the Union of the two Companies; an event which gave a de- 
cided character to the East-India affairs of the kingdom. 


> 


on 
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CHAPTER IIL. 


REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE EAST-INDIA 
COMPANY, FROM THE REVOLUTION, IN 1688-89, TO THE 
UNION OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH EAST-INDIA COM- 
PANIES, IN 1707-8. 


CONTENTS. 


1689-90.—East-India affairs influenced by the change in the CHAP Il. 

Sea 

Government of England, and by the consolidation of the Mogul Contents. 
Empire...... The instructions of the Court, in this season, directed 
to the establishment of the Company, as an Independent Power in India; 
Tarog and to oppose the scheme of the Interlopers making applications 


to Parliament for the establishment of a new East-India Com- 


pany..... . Resolution of the House of Commons on this application 
of the Interlopers...... Company determine to petition Parliament 
E 2 for 
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CHAP. IIL. for an Act, to confirm their Charter and privileges...... Inter lopers A 
Contents. offer to raise a stock of £180,000 for a new Company. 
Recapitulation of events in the Company's foreign Settlements, 


during the preceding seasons. 


1690-91.—Court endeavour to obtain an Act of Parliament te 


e 
i 


y to the Presidency of Surat...... Mr. Harris appointed President of 


counteract their commercial opponents...... Commercial instructions 


Surat and Governor of Bombay...... Instructions for reviving the 
Persian trade, and recovering the arrears of customs at Gombroon. 


Orders to Fort St. George, to reduce the military establish- 


ments, and to suspend the forming of new Factories...... One Factory 
only to be continued in Bengal, and Agent Charnock empowered to 
dismiss any of the Company's servants in Bengal, without appeal. 
......Lork Fort, at Bencoolen, to be strengthened, and the Factory 
at Indrapore withdrawn. 
_ Mr. Harris proclaimed Governor of Bombay, and Mr. Weldon 
Deputy Governor...... Mr. Weldon’s report on the state of affairs at 


Bombay, and the measures required to place it in a respectable state of È 
defence...... The Jesuits lands at Bombay seized, for having assisted 
the Siddee in the invasion of the Island...... The Mogul agrees to 

pay the English eighty thousand rupees, as a compensation for the | 


goods plundered during the war...... King’s Declaration of War 


against 
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coll against France proclaimed at Surat...... Persian trade obstructed by CHAP. TI. 
the Dutch, and payment of customs at Gombroon postponed...... COMET: 


Presidency of Fort St. George propose a new Phirmaund should be 
obtained for Madras and Bengal...... Trade at the Fort at a stand, 
and Mr. Charnock sent to Bengal, to resettle Factories, on the 
basis of a new Phirmaund...... Declaration of War against France 
proclaimed at Fort St. George, and an indecisive action between the 


allied Dutch and English squadrons, and the French fleet. 


1691-92.— House of Commons refer the Company's claims, and 
those of the Interlopers, to the King...... Court ascribe the war with 
the Mogul to the interferences of the Interlopers. ..... Bombay ordered 
to be again made the chief seat of Government. ..... Court approve of 
the seizure of the Jesuits’ lands...... Courts answer to the memorial 
of the Portuguese Envoy, relative to the military services of the inha- 
bitants of Bombay.....- Measures for encreasing the military esta- 
blishment of Bombay. ..... Commercial instructions for the season 


Persian trade to be promoted, by encouraging the Armenian 


merchants...... Mr. Yale dismissed, and Mr. Higginson appointed 
President of Fort St. George..... . Sir John Goldesborough appointed 


Commissary General and Supervisor of the Company's affairs in 
India. ..... Directions respecting the buildings and revenues of Ma- 


AS ois 00 Regulations for the Court of Aldermen at Madras...... — 


Factories 
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CHAP. III. Factories at Conimere and Cuddalore withdrawn, and anew Settlement s 
SS — 


Contents. purchased at Tegnapatam. ..... Retrenchment of the military esta- 


to the Fort, after Mr. Charnock's death or removal...... A military 
guard to be formed at Bencoolen...... Measures of the Agent at. 


Tonquin disapproved. 


An embargo ordered at Surat, on Europe shipping, and a guard 


eG Te ae F FEOT 


| j blishment at Fort St. George...... Bengal to be again subordinate 


placed on the English Factory. ..... Bombay defenceless, from the re- 


duced state of the garrison...... Commercial distresses of this Presi- 


dency.....- Military operations in the Carnatic, between the armies of 

: Aurungzebe and the Hindoo Princes...... Fort St. David, or Tegna- 
patam, fortified, ..... Trade in Bengal re-established, and the Agency 

fixed at Chutanuttee...... Affairs at Bencoolen and Tonquin in this 


SCHSON. - 


TES 


: 1692-93.—The deficiency of intelligence from India affects the 


Court's instructions to their foreign Settlements. ..... Equipments, 


stock, and commercial instructions of the season... ... Some young men 
sent to Ispahan, to acquire the Persian and Armenian languages. 

The obstruction of the passage of the Pilgrims, from Surat to 
Mecca, the source of the peace granted by the Mogul to the English. 
12... Dhe French fleet capture one of the Company's ships...... 
Trade depressed by the Interlopers, English Pirates, and Permission. 

Shipss....-- 
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Ships...... The revival of the Courts of Admiralty and Judicature at CHAP.III, 
Bombay prevented by the defenceless state of the garrison...... Contents, 


Duplicity of the Armenians, in their transactions with the Presidency 
of Surat...... Arrival of Sir John Goldesborough at Madras...-.. 
Advantages taken of the dissentions at Bencoolen by the Dutch. 
rah o Sir John Goldesborough’s plan for the improvement of the 
Settlement at Bencoolen...... Mutiny at St. Helena, in which 
Governor Johnston was killed...... Captain Keeling appointed Go- 


vernor of the Island. 


21693-94.— New Charter to the East-India Company, 7th October 
1693 (5 William and Mary)...... Substance of this Charter. .-..- 
Company enter into an obligation to export £150,000 of British ma- 
nufactures...... Additional Charter, of 11th November 1693, for 
augmenting the Company's stock, for defining their term, and specifying 
the qualifications of Proprietors to vote at General Couris...... The 
new Subscription of £744,000 completed...... Court's memorial, ex- 
plaining the plans of the Interlopers...... Sir John Goldesborough 


appointed General in India, and Sir John Gayer Lieutenant General 


and Governor of Bombay...... Sir John Gayer’s instructions. ..... 
Equipments, stock, and commercial orders, for the season. ..... Military 
instructions for Bombay...... Civil establishment in Persia augmented. 


‘ax... English cloth consigned to the Armenian merchants, to be bar- 


tered 
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CHAP. II. tered for Persian silk. . . . . . Mixedinstructions to Madras and Bengal. 
Cay 


Contents, 


... . . . House of Commons pass a vote, declaring the right of all 
Englishmen to trade to the East-Indies, unless prohibited by Act of 
Parliament...... Company's establishments on the Coast to be confined 
to Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and Vizagapatam...... Separate 
instructions regarding the revenue of Fort St. David...... Bengal 
(after Mr. Oharnocks death) again rendered subordinate to Fort St. 
George, and Mr. Ellis appointed Agent..... . A vessel sent to Amoy, to 
make another experiment of trade in China. 

The trade of the European merchants of Surat prohibited, in conse- 
quence of Surat ships being captured by English pirates...... Measures 
of Sir John Goldesborough, for improving the Company's affairs on the 
Coromandel Coast ;...... and in Bengal..... - His application to the 
Governor of Hughly, to obstruct Captain Pitt, an Interloper...... 
Death of Sir John Goldesborough...... Plot of Dr. Blackwell, to 
deliver Fort St. David to Zulfaker Khan, the Mogul General...... 

Several Fuctories on the Coast withdrawn...... The Princes Nishdn 
for coining money at the Fort received: ..... The Court's orders for 
improving the Corporation at Madras impracticable. ..... Situation of 


affairs at Bencoolen. 


1694-95.— Additional Charter granted to the Company, specifying 
regulations for the management of their affairs...... Plan for the 


correspondence 
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correspondence with the Court, and appointment of a secret Committee CH \P 1I. 


Sor shipping. ..... Commercial orders for Surat, Mocha, and Persia. 
oe nee The price of English cloths ordered to be raised in Persia, in 
consequence of the capture of the English and Dutch Turkey fleets by 
the French...... Instructions for Coast and Bay general, from the 
dispatches being lost in the Berkeley Castle...... Precautions to be 
taken at Fort St. George and Fort St. David, should the French land 


on the Coromandel Coast...... A Post Office and Insurance Office to 


be established at Madras...... Chutanuttee fixed on, as the Company's 


chief residence in Bengal. ..... Free trade permitted at Bencoolen, on 
payment of the Company's duties. 

Death of President Harris, and succession of Mr.Annesley...... 
Sir John Gayer’s report on the state of affairs at Bombay...... Per- 
mission obtained to form a fortified Settlement at Anjengo...... The 
Company's credit lowered, by the conduct of White, the Tnteflopen 


B06 4 Difficulties, from the want of stock, and from the Company's 
great debts...... The death of the King of Persia checks trade, tilt 


the Company's privileges should be confirmed by his successor, Sultan 
Hossein. ..... Formidable naval power of the Arabs at Muscat..... “ 
Doubtful character of the Armenian Merchants in Persia, to whom the 
English cloths had been consigned. ..... Mr. Eyre, the Agent in Ben- 
gal, obtains an order from the Mogul, for removing the embargo on 
European trade. 


VOL. III. G 1695-96. 
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CHAP. II 


Contents, 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


I, 1695-96.—Unsuccessful efforts of the Company to obtain an Act of 
Parliament for confirming their privileges ;...... and for suppressing 
the Interlopers...... Establishment of an East-India Company, by 
Act of Parliament, in Scotland, with extensive privileges...... 
Court apprehensive, that this Company might afford new subterfuges 
to the Interlopers...... Sir John Gayer’s authority confirmed, but 
under new instructions...... Court's orders, regarding their affairs 
in Persia...... No new Settlements to be formed on the Coromandel 
Coast, till the Company's privileges should be settled by Act of Parti- 
ament...... York Fort, at Bencoolen, placed under the control of 
Fort St. George. 

Distressed situation of Surat, from an apprehended attack by the 
Ram-Rajah;......and of civil war, from the expected death of Au- 
rungzebe...... The Company's Factory at Surat seized by the Governor, 


on a large Interloping ship becoming pirate, and capturing vessels con- 


` veying pilgrims to Judda and Mocha...... English trade at Surat at a 


stand...... Sir John Gayer offers to be responsible for the safety of the 
pilgrims, between Surat and Mocha......The Mogul orders the em- 
bargo on trade to be continued, till the pirates be captured......A 
Vakeel sent with presents to the Mogul, to vindicate the Company, and 


to solicit a Phirmaund......The French and Dutch endeavour to- get 


the embargo removed Srom their ships,..... Governor of Surat post- 


pones executing the Mogul’s order to’ remove the embargo, without 
farther 
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farther instructions. .... . The large French and Dutch fleets in the CHAP. III, 
Indian Seas obstruct the trade...... Military establishment at Bom- Contents. 
bay, from the low state of the revenue, to be farther reduced...... 
The Fort at Anjengo built...... Trade in the two Gulfs prevented 
by the pirates...... Failure of the project of selling English cloth 
tn Persia, through the Armenian merchants...... Encreasing naval 


power of the Arabs at Muscat...... No intelligence, this season, 


from Fort St. George, Bengal, or Bencoolen. 


1696-97.—The difficulty of raising supplies for the war against 
France, facilitates the schemes of the Private Merchants and Interlopers 
against the Company.... . The consideration of the East-India trade 
suspended, by its interfering with the plan of raising supplies by a Land 
Bank...... Equipment, stock, and orders for the season...... Me- 
morial of the Court to the Lords Justices, on the depredations of the 
pirates in the Indian Seas...... Court approve of Sir John Gayer's 
offer to convey the pilgrims to Mocha and Judda;...... and of forti- 
fying Angengo...... Court continue their confidence in the Armenian 
merchants in Persia...... The Sumatra trade to be encouraged, ~Petti- 
polee resettled, and the trade, between the Fort and China, promoted. 
AAEE, The forming a Court of Judicature in Bengal to be postponed. 


»«++++ Instructions for the Agents at Bencoolen. 


G2 Political 
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CHAP. III. Political weakness of the Mogul Empire at this period, and pro- 
Contents, bability of a civil war...... The English at Surat released, and the 
Company's property restored, but the embargo continued...... The In- 
éerloping system terminating in piracy, depresses the Company's trade. 
-..... Lhe Governor of Surat restrains the trade of the French, Dutch, 
andEnglish...... An embargo laid on the ships of all European nations, 
at Surat, on the appearance of several pirates in the Gulf of Arabia, 
and on the Malabar Coast...... Fhe crews of two of the Company's 
ships mutiny, murder their officers, and turn pirates...... The country: | 
ships taken by the pirates..... . Sir John Gayer again offers to convoy 5 
the pilgrims to Mocha...... Reduced situation, at this crisis, of the 
garrison at Bombay...... King of Persia asks the assistance of the 
English, against the Arabs, and, in return, offers to give Phirmuunds 
Sor trade...... Agent Owen obtains a Phirmaund for arrears of cus- 
toms... .. - Trade at Fort St. George at a stand, from losses by the 
pirates, and from the war in the Carnatic...... Trade in Bengal im- 
peded, by the revolt of the Rajah, Subah Sing...... Improving state 
of the Settlement at Bencoolen. ; 


1697-98.—Application to the King for authority to extirpate the 


_ pirates, and to bring them to trialin India. ..... Equipment and stock 


~ for the season; and instructions to Sir John Gayer, to form, with the 


Dutch, a squadron, to convoy the pilgrims, and protect trade...... 
| Mr, 
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Mr. Thomas Pitt appointed Governor of Fort St. George, and to act, CHAP. TII. 


for twelve months, independently of Sir John Gayer.... . Instructions 
for soliciting Phirmaunds, in the event of Aurungzebe's death...... 
Court fix the value of money coined at their Settlements...... ew 
Phirmaunds to be solicited in Persia, and Ispahan made there sidence 
of the Agent...... Particular instructions to Governor Pitt, on the 
revennes of Madras, on the Courts of Judicature, and for suppressing 
the Interlopers...... Equipments and stock for the season...... 
Factory at Chutanuttee to be fortified, and the expences paid by 
the inhabitants. ..... Bencoolen to be opened to the private Country 
Traders. 


Political aspect of the Mogul Empire at this period. ..... Phir- 
maunds precarious, from the state of the Government, and the increase 
of the pirates.....- Harsh proceedings of the new Governor of Surat. 
SAR Alarming increase of pirates in the Indian Seas...... Sir John 


Gayer recommends an application to the King, for authority to try and 


condemn the pirates in India...... Offer of the Grand Seignior to- 


convoy the Mocha fleet refused by the Mogul...... Bombay, under- 
these circumstances, in a hazardous situation...... Sir John Gayer- 


offers his resignation, and reprobates President Annesley's conduct.. 


.»+.. Substance of Phirmaunds renewed and obtained in Persia, 


in this season...... The Armenians oppose the Company's export of 


silk: 
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CHAP. III. silk at Gombroon...... Offer of accommodation, on one of the 
See l 


Contents. Company's ships, to the Persian Ambassador proceeding to the Court 


of the Mogul...... Treacherous conduct of the Armenian Merchants 
èn the sale of English cloth...... Measures of Mr. Barwell, on 
being appointed Chief Agent in Persia...... Trade at Fort St. 
George impeded, by the war in the Carnatic, and by the increased 
number of the pirates...... The Agent in Bengal sends an Envoy to 
Prince Azim, at Burdwan, to solicit protection...... The investment 
obstructed by the Dutch and Interlopers...... Company's trade at 


Bencoolen on the increase. 


1698-99.—Lonpon Company. Retrospect of the difficulties 
against which the London East-India Company had struggled, 
from their establishment to this period........ Arrangement to be 
observed, in tracing the Annals of the two East-India Companies, 
---++.. Events which led to the establishment of a New East-India 
Company........ The project of a Land Bank, to raise a’ supply 
Jor the Government, impracticable........ The London Company 
offer to raise £700,000, at four per cent., for the public service. 
»--+++++ The Private Merchants offer to raise £2,000,000, at eight 
per cent., which is accepted, and a Bill introduced in their favour. 
......Arguments of the London Company against this Bill, and an- 
swers of the Private Merchants...... Instructions to Sir John Gayer 


while 
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while the Bill was pending. . .. . . Act passed, incorporating the Private CHAP. III. 
—S—_— 


Merchants, by the name of the General Society trading to the East- ©onten's 


Indies: 0%. The London Company, as a Corporation, subscribe to this 
new stock,..... Commercial instructions to their Agents, to counteract 
— the schemes of the new Association...... The King incorporates the 


- General Society, by the name of the English East-India Company. 


BA Substance of the privileges-of the English Company. ..... The 
stock of this Company rapidly declines in value...... The London 


Company make a call of twenty five per cent. on their Proprietors. 
See The offer of the English Company, to coalesce with the 
; London Company, rejected...... The London Company propose 
sending Dr. Davenant to India, to check the measures of Sir 
William Norris...... General commercial instructions of the Lon- 
don Company; on this occasion...... Sir John Gayer instru@ted to 
obtain a Phirmaund from the Mogul, in favour of the London 


Company...... Commodore Warren sent with a squadron against : 
« the pirates...... Equipments, stock, and commercial instructions of 
the London Company, for the season...... President Annesley 


dismissed, and Mr. Colt appointed President of Surat...... The 
attempt to acquire new Phirmaunds in Persia:to be postponed. ..... 
Instructions to Fort St. George to re-occupy the stations on the Coro- 
mandel Coast...... General commercial instructions to Fort St. 
George...... Bengal again made independent, of Fort St. George, 


and. 
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_ CHAP.IIL and commercial instructions to the Agent...... Regulations to be 


Contents. Observed at St. Helena. 


The convulsed state of the Mogul Government renders the applica- 
tion for Phirmaunds a less important object...... Captain Kidd forms 


the pirates into squadrons, and blockades both coasts of the Peninsula. 


losses from the pirates should be paid...... Sir John Gayer compelled 
(with the French and Dutch) to* give Security Bonds to this effect. 
+... Stations assigned to the English, Dutch, and French squa- 
-drons, to clear the seas of the pirates...... Critical situation of 
Bombay, and the Factories on the Malabar Coast, at this time...... 
The Persian Phirmaunds enable the English to recover the arrears 
ad of customs, and procure a quantity of silk.. .... The Armenians in 
E Persta again unfaithful to their engagements...... First effects of 
2 : the intelligence, respecting the English Company, on the Presidency 
of Fort St. George...... Nishdn granted by the Prince, for the 
town of Chutanuttee and adjacent lands. , 
ae ‘Encusa Company.—Recapitulation A the Act, constituting the 
English East-India Comp my...... Bheir Court of Directors copy the 
constitution of the London East India Company...... Sir William 
_ Norris appointed Ambassador to the Mogul, and the Presidents of the 
English Company vested with the rank of King’s Consuls for the 
English Nation... .... Sir Edward Littleton appointed Consul and 


aa... President 


Sada The Mogul lays an embargo on Surat, till compensation for- 
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President in Bengal...... Rank, salaries, and privileges of the CHAP. I. 
oe 
servants of the English Company...... Their first equipments and Contents. 
stock for Coast and Bay...... Mr. John Pitt appointed President 
and Consul for the Coast of Coromandel, and his instructions. ..... 
A Settlement to. be formed on the Island of Borneo. ..-.... Str 
Nicholas Waite appointed President and Consul at Surat, and 
his instructions........ Sir Nicholas Waite authorized to advance 


£20,000 to Sir William Norris...... Equipments and stock consigned 


to Surat. 


1699-1700.—Lonpon Company.—Comparative situation of the 
Eondon and English East-India Companies...... Financial and 


‘commercial measures of the London Company, to preserve their 


credit and trade...... The overtures of the English Company, for 
an Union, rejected by the London Company...... Instructions to 


their foreign Settlements, to prevent their being intimidated by the 
2 establishment of the English Company: . . ... London Company obtain 
an Act of Parliament for continuing them a Corporation. ..... The 
King recommends an Union. of the two Companies. ..... Effect of 
the Act; for prohibiting the importation of silks.and calicoes, on 
the London Company's instructions. ..... Equipments and stock of 
the London Company for this season...... Public instructions to 
Sir John Gayer, for Bombay and Surat...... Separate in- 


VOL., III. H structions - 
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CHAP. III. 


Contents. 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


structions to Sir John Gayer......The orders to the Agents in 
Persia founded on the Phirmaunds obtained in the preceding season. 
..+«.- Instructions to President Pitt, at Fort St. George, to refuse 
any. assistance to the English Companys Agents. ..... Chutanuttee 
constituted a Presidency...... Sir Charles Eyre appointed President 
of Chutanuttee, with orders to build Fort William......A new 
Council appointed for the Presidency of Fort William...... In- 
structions to the Agents at Bencoolen...... First regular equipments 
and stock sent direct to Canton. 

Embarrassments at Bombay and Surat, from the prospect of a 
civil war for the succession;...... from the hostile preparations of 
the Hindoo Powers to re-assert their independence;...... and from 
the appointment of a new Governor of Surat...... Alarm of the 
Presidency of Surat, on receiving intelligence of the establishment 
of the English Company......The Governor of Surat interrogates 
the President and Council about the English Company, and forbids 
their leaving the port...... Arrival of Sir Nicholas Waite at 
Bombay, where his authority was disavowed by Sir John Gayer. 
came .. Sir Nicholas Waite arrives at Surat, and removes, by force, 
the London Company's flag from their Tousa ...++ This violence 


resented by the Governor, as an insult to the Mogul...... President 


Colt refuses to acknowledge Sir Nicholas Waites assumed superior` * 


authority...... Trade at Surat, and on the Malabar Coast, sus- 
pended 
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, ; -A : tan trade CHAP. III. 
pended, from these events...... The aspect of the Persia 
unfavourable at the opening of the season. . x. .. The King of Persia «Contents: 


visits the English Factory at Ispahan, and confirms and enlarges all 
their Phirmaunds...... Substance of the Agent's petition to the 
Persian Minister on this occasion. ..... The Dutch solicit a visit of 
the King to their Factory, which is refused...... Honorary presents: 
by the King of Persia to the Company's Agent...... Critical situa- 
tion of Fort St. George, from the opposition of the English Com- 
pany's Agents, and.the devastations of the Mogul and Hindoo armies 


in its vicinity. .....Intemperate conduct of the English Company's 


Consul on his arrival at Madras. ..... Consul Pitt fixes the English: 


Company's seat of trade at Masulipatam, and desires that his au- 
thority ‘might be recognized by the President of Fort St. George. 


‘Sei Sir William Norris arrives at Masulipatam, and notifies his 


character to the Governor, and to the President of Fort St. George,. 


which both refuse to acknowledge, ....- Sir Edward Littleton arrives. 
in Bengal, and his authority, as Consul, rejected by the London 


Company's Agents. 


Excuus Company.—Relative pretensions of the English and 


London Companies at this juncture...... Contradictory accounts of 


the value of the English Company's stock, from those transmitted by 


the London Company to their servants...... Equipments and stock 


of the English Company for Surat...... Instructions to Consul Pitt, . 
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. Instructions to Sir Edward Littleton, 


Contents 5, Bengal...... Speculation of establishing a trade at the Island of 


Borneo, and connecting it with the China trade. 

The ruin of the two Companies, in India, only prevented by the 
relaxed state of the Mogul Government........ Proceedings of Sir 
Nicholas Waite, the English Company's Consul at Surat. i bo EA 
Nicholas Waite addresses letters to the Mogul, charging the London 
Company with being parties in the piracies in India. ..... Impartial 
conduct of Commodore Littleton. ..... Sir Nicholas Waite obtains 
a Perwannah for trade at Surat, and prohibits the London Company's 
President from granting passes to the country ships...... Precarious 
state of the Mogul power in the Carnatic, at this period......Con- 


sul Pitt's intemperate proceedings at Masulipatam...... Solicits a 


President of Fort St. George refuses to submit to his authority, as 
Consul... ... Arrival of Sir William Norris, and first proceedings 
of the DRED. ...--.. Sir William Norris directs Sir Nicholas 


Waite to fi forward the present of ordnance to the Mogul...... Reports 


ws 5 +, Abst. Yue B 
by Sir William Norris and Consul Pitt on the state of the English 


pits’ ra ot ws 


Company's affairs. . ..... Sir Edward Littleton, in Bengal, prohibits 


est. 
Agent Beard from negotiating the London a affairs at the 
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1700-1. Lonpon Company.—Tnhe instructions of the Court to CHAP. III, 


their Foreign Settlements founded on the Company being continued 
a Body Corporate......Plan of sending Dr. Davenant to India 
unnecessary, from the powers given to Sir John Gayer...... Pirates 
to be tried in India; and notice given to the Governor of Surat, that 
several had been. executed in England......The English Company 
seize the property. of Individuals in the London Company's ships ; 


for which the London Company obtain a verdict against them...... 


All privale property, in future, to have the Company's mark on the - 


packages...... Courts orders for an investment affected by the 
Prohibition Act..... - Transactions between Mr. Secretary Vernon 
and the two Companies, with a view to a coalition. +--+ Company's 
Captains authorized, by King’s commissions, to seize pirates, and bring 
them to trial in India. ..... Convoys to Judda to he refused, unless the 
Company are released from the Security Bonds...... Commercial in- 
structions to Sir John Gayer and President Colt......The King of 
Persia to be solicited to encourage the export of raw-silk...... Courts 
instructions to President Pitt, at Fort St. George, and their approba- 
tion of his conduct...... Exemplification, under the Great Seal, of the 
Act for continuing the London Company a Corporation, sent to Fort St. 
George... s... Equipments and stock for Coast and Bombay. ..... New 
arrangement for the correspondence of the foreign Settlements...... 
Mr. Gabriel Roberts appointed Supercargo for China, and on his return, 
Governor of Fort St. David. ..... General instructions for Bencoolen. 


.-.... Equipments 
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Contents, 
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Equipments and stock for Bengal, and regulations for the naviga- 
tion of the Ganges. ..... Direct trade to China increased, and 
connected, by circuitous exchanges, with the Peninsula of India. 
Phirmaunds to be solicited, notwithstanding the relaxed state of 
the Mogul Government...... Danger to the East-India trade, from 


the solicitations of the two Companies for privileges...... The mis- 


representations of Sir Nicholas Waite produce an. order Jrom the . 


Mogul to stop the London Company's trade at Surat...... Substance 
of correspondence, between Sir Nicholas Waite and President Colt,on 
this occasion. ..... The Governor of Surat continues to oppress the 
trade of the London Company...... Sir William Norris arrives at 
Surat, and by large bribes, obtains permission to make a public entry. 
...+-- Sir John Gayer sends an Armenian Vakeel to Court...... Sir 
William Norrisseizes two Members of the London Company's Coun- 
cil at Surat, and the Secretary, and delivers them prisoners to the 
Governor......Sir John Gayer, President Colt, and Council of eae: 
seized by order of the Mogul...... Sir John Gayer recommends with- 
drawing the London Company's Factory from Surat. ..... Four ships 
sent to England with an investment. ... . State of the Companys rights 
and trade in Persia. ..... Measures of President Pitt, at Fort St. 
George, to resist the authority of the English Company's Ambassador 
and Consul...... New Agent and Council appointed for Masulipa- 
tee Deficiency of information respecting Bengal and Bencoolen. 
howtchen:  Eyouisn Company.— 
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Eneuisn Company.—The English Company depressed, by the Act 
for continuing the London Company a Corporation...... TheEnglish 
Company recommend moderation towards the servants of the London 
Company...... Sir Nicholas Waite s intemperate conduct disapproved. 
o+...- Equipments and stock of the English Company for Surat. 
.....+4 Factory at Mocha projected...... Theinstructions to Consul 
Pitt recommend rather commercial rivalship, than assumption of 
authority, on the Coromandel Coast...... Equipments, stock, and 
commercial instructions Jor this Coast...... Equipments, stock, and 
commercial instructions, for Bengal...... Equipments, stock, and 
commercial instructions for Borneo..... : Equipments, stock, and 
commercial instructions, for China. 

Principal events, affecting the English Company's interests in 
India, during this season...... Measures of Sir William Norris 
and Sir Nicholas Waite, in the progress of the Embassy...... Sir 
Nicholas Waites report on the political circumstances of the English 
Company at Surat......—His report on the commercial circum- 
stances of the English Company, at Surat and on.the Malabar Coast. 
..2-.- Consul Pitts report on his transactions with Sir William 
Norris...... — His report on the situation of the EnglishCompany’s 
trade on the Coromandel Coast...... Sir Edward Littleton’s report 
on his measures for seconding the efforts of the Ambassador, in so- 
liciting a Phirmaund......—His report on the state of trade in 


Bengal. 
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CHAP. IN. Bengal, ....+ Report of President Catchpoole on the China trade, 


= 


Contents. and the expediency of fining a Settlement at Pulo Condore. 


1701-2. Lonpon Company.—The necessity of an Union between 
the two Companies becomes apparent to Parliament. .. -e The London 
Company propose to. Parliament to pay off the stock of the English 
Company at five per cent..... -A Committee of Seven appointed to 
manage the negotiations for an Union...... Sir Basil Firebrace em- 
powered to adjust the terms of the Union..... General terms of the 
Union agreed on.....- Report on the subject of the Union, by the 
Court, to their Foreign Presidencies........ Separate instructions 
for Bombay and Surat, and equipments and stock for the season. 
......- Death of King William, and Accession of Queen Anne...... 
The instructions to. Persia varied, in the progress of the Union..... F: 
Instructions to the Presidency: of Fort St. George, in consequence of 


the Union...... Instructions to the Agent and Council at Bencoolen; 


China formed, under the management of Supercargoes...... Ordens 
to the Governor of St. Helena, on the Union. 

The applications for Phirmaunds encrease the expences of the 
London Company, by bribes to the Moguls Ministers...... Sir Wil- 
liam Norris refuses to second the applications of Sir Nicholas Waite, 

for the imprisonment of the London Company's servants at Surat. 
6100 oG TALI 
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Weak state of Bombay at this crisis...... The investment, this QHAP MI. 


season, inconsiderable, from the oppressions experienced by the Company's 
servants at Surat...... Report of President Pitt on the state of 
affairs on the Coromandel Coast...... Trade in Bengal improved, 
in consequence of the Emperor's son being appointed Subah of Bengal. 
...... President Beard recommends the establishment of a trade 
between Bengal and China. 

Encuisn Company. The necessity of an Union attributed to 
the competitions between the two Companies in India. ..... Equipments, 
stock, and instructions, for Surat, and orders to Sir William Norris 
to discontinue his applications for Phirmaunds...... Equipments, 
stock, and instructions, for the Coromandel Coast...... Equipments, 
stock, and instructions, for Bengal, and approbation of Sir Edward 
Littleton’s conduct...... Equipments, stock, and instructions, for 
China, and appointment of a garrison for Pulo Condore. 

The probability of civil wars in India, renders the speedy 
accomplishment of the Embassy necessary...... Each of the English 
Company's Presidencies recommend to the Ambassador, to solicit Phir- 
maunds, suited to their respective situations... . . Relative circumstances 
of the Ambassador with the English Company's President at Surat ; 

-....—with the President at Masulipatam ;......and with their 
President in Bengal......Sequel of the progress of the Embassy. 
-+++++ Order of the Procession at Sir William Norris's Audience 
of the Mogul...... Substance of the Phirmaunds agreed to by the 


VOL. Ill. I Mosul. 
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CHAP. III. Mogul.....- The delivery of the Phirmaunds impeded by the irregular 
S— ; 
Contents. conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite... 


.. The Mogul desires the Governor 


Pai MEI et ie 


of Surat, and Seid Sedula, to report which of the two Companies 


rae te y 


represented the English Nation...... Reciprocal accusations of the 


oe 


bri Ge 


Ambassador and of Sir Nicholas Waite...... The negociation broken 
off; and passports demanded by the Ambassador...... Opinions of 
the English Company's Presidencies on the issue of the Embassy. 
Sir William Norris returns to Surat, and embarks for England. 
; ...... Death of Sir William Norris, who leaves a narrative, 
explaining his conduct to the King and Court of Directors...... 
Intemperate report of Sir Nicholas Waite on the failure of the 
Embassy...... Report of Consul Pitt on the same subject, and on 
the Company's trade on the Coromandel Coast...... Report of Sir 
Edward Littleton, on the same subject, and on the trade in Bengal. 


...... Failure of the projected establishment at Chusan, in China. 


1702-3. Lonpon Company.—Preliminary measures adopted 
by the two India Companies for completing the Union...... The 
Indenture Tripartite, equalizing the stock of the two Companies, 

_ considered as the Charter of Union. ..... Trade to be carried on, 
for seven years, on the Charter of the English Company... .. : 
_ Estimate of the value of the Dead Stock of the two Companies in 
India. ..... The Company, after the expiration of seven years, to 
ae assume the title of “ The United Company of Merchants of England 


aes “ trading 
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“ trading to the East-Indies.””...... Specification of the Dead Stock of CHAP. III. 

. . 5 . G 7 Contents, 
the two Companies, in the Indenture Quinque-partite.....-- enera 


instructions of the London Company to their Foreign Settlements, 
on the completion of the Union...... Two men of war sent to India 
to suppress the pirates...... Separate instructions to Sir John Gayer 
and President. Colt on the Union...... General instructions to 
President Pitt, at Fort St. George.....- Instructions for Bencoolen, 
now declared independent of Fort St. George...... Instructions for 
the Presidency of Bengal...... Instructions for the Governor of 
St. Helena. 

Embarrassed situation of the General at Bombay, and the 
President at Surat, from the breaking out of the plague, and the 
appearance of a civil war...... President Pitts favorable report 
on the state of trade on the Coromandel Coast...... His memorable 
conduct, on receiving intelligence of the Union of the two Companies. 
.....- The Mogul orders all trade to be stopped in Bengal, and 
the Company's servants seized, till compensation should be made for 
the depredations of the pirates...... President Beards comparative 
statement of the rights and trade of the two Companies in Bengal. 

.. Mr. Roberts's report on the China trade. 

Ene ish Company.— Account of the Union, as transmitted to Sir 
Nicholas Waite, by the Court of Directors...... Equipments, stock, 
and instuctions for Surat...... Equipments and stock consigned to 


Consul Pitt, now appointed Governor of Fort St. David. ..... Instruc- 


I 2 tions 
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CHAP. II. tions to Sir Edward Littleton in Bengal...... The failure of the spe- + 
PONG culation at Borneo ascribed to Mr. Landen, who is dismissed the Com- 
pany’s service...... Continuation of the projects for trade in China. 

Sir Nicholas Waite continues his aspersions of the Ambassador, 
and his violent proceedings against the London Company's servants ; 
roae ai but affects conciliation, after receiving intelligence of the Union. 

o50000 Depressed situation of the English Company's affairs on the 

Coromandel Coast, at the time of receiving intelligence of the Union. 

Lh ee aes SirEdward Littleton’s report on the state of trade in Bengal. 

.. Precarious situation of the Settlement in the Island of Borneo. 
. President Catchpoole’s report on the China Trade of the 
English Company. 


1703-4. The Annals of the East-India Company, in this season, 


require the same arrangement, as previously to the establishment of 


the English Company...... Sir John Gayer appointed by the Court 


of Managers, to be General for the United Interest, and the Consular 


Peg. ers of Sir Nicholas Waite revoked...... General instructions to 
a A ‘Sir John pace ....- Method of adjusting the separate stocks of the 


. Equipments and instructions for the general trade. 


: Tet ne Pie affuirs..... An Agent sent to Persia, to 
settle the disputes among the London Company’ sservants...... General 


Bes to resident Pitt, and separate orders to him, and to Consul Pitt. 
a 
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-+++..London Companys separate orders to the Agent at Ben- CHAP. Ill. 
coolen. ..... Instructions to Mr. Beard, in Bengal...... Separate in- Contents: 
structions to Sir Edward Littleton, and secret orders to a Committee, to 
report on his proceedings...... Instructions to the Agents at Chusan, 
Borneo, &c....... Instructions to the Governor of St. Helena. 
Similar arrangements for detailing the foreign events of this 
season adopted, as for the domestic instructions. ..... Opposite conduct 
of Sir John Gayer and Sir Nicholas Waite, in complying with the 
orders of the Court of Managers...... The London Company's 
servants at Surat, and the Dutch Agents, imprisoned, and new 
Security Bonds extorted, in consequence of a Mocha ship being taken 
by a pirate...... Death of Consul Pitt, and report of President 
Pitt, on the separate interests of the two Companies...... His report 
on the state of trade at Bencoolen...... Report, by the Committee 
of Eight, on the state of affairs in Bengal...... Separate reports 
of the servants of the London and English Companies on this subject. 
...++ Trade, at this juncture, embarrassed, by the appearances 
of a civil war...... Report on the state of trade at Borneo, Pulo- 


Condore, Chusan, and Amoy. 


1704-5. General orders of the Court of Managers, and separate 
orders of the two Companies......Mr. Prescott appointed Agent 
in Persia, under particular instructions. ..... Instructions to President 


Pitt, to make up thie separate accounts of the two Companies...... 
| Orders 
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CHAP.III. Orders to the Agent at Bencoolen to make up the separate account 
Contents. of the London Company...... Commissioners to be sent to Bengal, 
to report on the conduct of the Presidents of both Companies...... 
The China trade narrowed, and the Factory at Pulo Condore fo 
be withdrawn. 
Treacherous conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite, in consequence of - x 
his provisional appointment as General, should Sir John Gayer i 
continue in prison. ..... Sir John Gayer, and the London Company's 
servants, closely imprisoned by the Governor of Surat, from the 
misrepresentations of Sir Nicholas Waite...... Remonstrance of 
Commodore Harland, and the Deputy Governor of Bombay, on this 
Occasion. .... . Evasive report of Sir Nicholas Waite to the Court 
- on this subject...... Sir Nicholas Waite takes possession of Bombay, 


and appoints Mr. Aislabie Deputy Governor...... His report on the 


state of trade in Persia, and on the Malabar Coast. ...... His report 


on the internal state of Bombay...... The Dutch, by blockading 


Surat, obtain a promise of release from the Security-Bonds...... 


- eer Leen sS ke returns to England...... Agent Locks ort 


RY 20.2 President Pitts report on the trade 


p% - ont the Coromandel Coast...... His opinion on the effect of rendering 


| Bencoolen independent of Fort St. George..... . Favorable report of > 
a oz on the United and Separate Interests in Bengal. f 


O ueni Reor ort on the Settlements at Banjar-Massin and Pulo-Condore. 
pe ce. Report of the United Interests at St, Helena. 
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1705-6. The instructions of the Court of Managers to Bombay CHAP. TL 


and Surat counteracted by the separate instructions of the English 
Company to Sir Nicholas Waite...... A new Council appointed for 
Bombay, to act for the general interest, and to obtain the release 
of Sir John Gayer...... Separate and secret orders of the English 
Company to Sir Nicholas Waite...... Amount of shipping arrived this 
season...... President Pitt's general and separate authority confirm- 
COST HER Separate orders to the Agents at Bencoolen, &c.. ... Gene- 
ral and separate instructions to the United Council in Bengal...... 
Separate orders of the English Company to the Agents in Borneo. 
Bombay threaiened by the Mogul and Mahratta armies, 
and the port of Surat blockaded by the Dutch...... The insi- 
dious proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite discovered by Rustum, the 
English Company's Broker...... Opposition of the Council of 
Surat to Sir Nicholas Waites measures...... His report on the 
defenceless state of Bombay at this crisis...-... Amount of the 
investments from Bombay and Surat...... Death of Agent Prescott, 
in Persia, and decline of the English trade and influence in that 
kingdom. ..... President Pitt's report on the approaching civil war on 
the Coast of Coromandel ;...... —on the separate affairs of the Lon- 
don Company ;...... —and on those of the English Company...... 
Mr. Ridley's report on the state of trade at Bencoolen, in winding up 
the separate interests of the London Company. ..... United Council 
in Bengal purchase the full exercise of the London Company's rights. 


.. e o . @ Report 
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GEURA owe Report on the favorable state of the United and Separate 
Contents. Jade in Bengal...... Report on the state of trade at Banjar-Massin. 
96500 The garrison at Pulo Condore massacred by the Malays, and 


the station lost. 


1706-7. General instructions of the Court of Managers to 
President Pitt.... . Separate instructions of the London Company 
to President Pitt...... His instructions from the glish Comp ny. 

I poo A new Governor and Council appointed for Bencoolen, to 
report on the United and Separate Interests at that station...... E 
Court of Managers appoint Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Hedges to be the 
Chiefs of Council in Bengal, to wind up the separate interests. i 

Political situation of Hindostan on the death of Aurungzebe, on : £: 
the 20th February 1706-7.. .. . Decisive battle in Javor of Bahader 
Shah. ..... The Dutch fleet blockade Surat, and obtain a release 

ig the Security-Bonds, and permission to resettle their Factory 


O . Sir Nicholas Waite continues his oppressions of the London 
E Es AB tig s servants..... . d Council of the United Company formed 
7 a Surat, to resist his measures.... . Sir Nicholas Waites report 


4 
oe 


= pi a and military service at Bombay at this crisis. . . . . . Agent 
; Testy. ag on the favorable state of the Company's ie. in 


Peni ... President Pitts report on the political convulsions, as = 
ie) affected the English Settlements and trade, on the Coromandel — Ps : 


á Coast. . . . . . His report on the general interests of the United Trade ; 
ae ot ee ON 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


EON —on the separate interests of the London Company s...... 
—on the separate interests of the English Company. ..... His report 
to the Court of Managers on the investment...... State of the Com- 


pany's affairs at Bencoolen, at this juncture...... The Settlements and 
tradein Bengal less affected by the convulsions in India, than the other 
seats of the Company's trade...... Report of the Council in Bengal 
on the United Trade ;......—on the separate interests of the London 
Company...... —on the separate interests of the English Company. 

...-. Amount of the Bengal investment this season...... Report on 
the Settlement and trade of Banjar-Massin...... Capture of two 


of the Company's ships by two French men of war, at St. Helena. 


1707-8. Retrospect of events leading, in this year, to the 
completion of the Union between the two Companies...... A loan 
of £1,200,000 for the public service, required from the United 
Company......Sir Nicholas Waite dismissed by the Court of 
Managers...... Act of Parliament (6th Queen Anne) authorizing the 


Award of Earl Godolphin, and extending the privileges of the- 


United Company to the 25th March 1726...... Explanation of the 


provisions in this Act relating to the additional capital of £1,200,000, 


and the fund of £160,000, assigned for the payment of inéerest, 


at £5 per cent...... Mr. Aislabie appointed by the Court of Managers,’ 
to be General at Bombay, and anew President and Council nominated- 
for Surat...... General and .separate instructions to President Pitt, 
VOL, III. K on 
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_CHAP.MI. on the Company's interests onthe Coast of Coromandel, sess General 
~ Contents, _ and separate instructions to the United Council in Bengal. ...). 


> Final instructions of the English Company to their Agent and Council 
at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo. CIR 

.... Political state of the Mogul Empire, in consequence of the civil 

-war for the Succession...... Relaxed state of the Mogul power in 
the provinces on the West of India...... Cautious policy of the 
Mahyrattas, in their applications for military stores to the General 
at Bombay, and Presidency of Surat, preparatory to a general war 


against the Mogul Empire. ..... First naval establishment, by Conajee 


Agent Lock's report on the separate interests of the London Company 
zin Persia...... President Pitt's interesting report on the political 
` situation of the Mogul power in the’ Decan and Carnatic... >. 

Embarrassed situation of Madras, from disputes between particular 

Casts of its Native Inhabitants ;......and from the power of the 
Arab fleets...... The revenues of Madras depressed by these events, 
and by a stagnation of trade..... Measures of President Pitt, 
to wind up the separate interests of the London Company ;.....> 
and of the English Company...... Report of the United Council 
at Calcutta, on the political situation of the Bengal Provinces, which 
acknowledged Bahader Shah as Mogul..... State of the United 


Company's trade in Bengal;......—of the separate interests of 


the 


EASP INDIA COMPANY. 


the London Company ;—of the English Company.....- English 
Company's servants expelled from Borneo, at the instigation of the 
Chinese... ...TLhe characters of the Interlopers employed by the 
English Company the source of their misfortunes. 

Substance of the Award of the Earl of Godolphin,- which 


completed the Union of the London and English Companies, and 


established the Untrep Company or MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING 
vO. THE East-InpiEs...... This Award explained, by an authenticated 
account of the debts and credits, of the London Company... . . Final 
instructions of the Court of Committees of the London Company, 
and of the Directors of the English Company to their respective 
Presidencies and Factories in the East-Indies..... Supplementary 
«Deeds, which completed the Union. 


` Results from the preceeding detail of events, ascertaining the 


Company's Rights, from the Revolution, 1688-89, to the Union of. 


the London and English East-India Companies, in.1707-8. 
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CHAPTER III 


REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE EAST-INDIA 
COMPANY, FROM THE REVOLUTION, IN 1688-89, TO THE 


UNION OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH EAST-INDIA COM- 
PANIES, IN 1708. 


1689-90. 


THE domestic and foreign Annals of the London East-India eee III. 
Company, in this season, furnish events, which appear not 1689-90. 


à 5 4 s East-India 
less irreconcileable to their general interests, than to the new affairs in- 
fluenced by 
the change 

t in the Go- 
the Government of England, and by the consolidated power vernment of 
England, and 
by the conso- 


lidation of 
During the latter years of the reign of James II., the the Mogul 


i Empire. 
encouragement and support which the East-India Company 


received from the Crown, induced them to adopt measures, 
calculated to establish 


situation in which their affairs were placed, by the change in 


of Aurungzebe in India. 


themselves as an Indian Power, or 
Regency, at Bombay, at Madras, and in Bengal; and, in this 


VOL. III. L project, 
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CHAP. III. project, they were encouraged, by the practice of the Dutch at 

1689-90. Java, and on the Malabar Coast. It was with this object, that 
the Court had appointed a Governor General, with controling 
power over all their Settlements, to carry the plan into execu- 
tion ; but the fleets and troops which had embarked on this 
service, did not act with concert or with energy, either from 
the Agents in Bengal, and the Presidency of Madras, not 
having understood, or not acquiescing in, the authority of Sir 
John Child, or from events in India, which rendered general 
co-operation impracticable :—hence the failure of all the expec- 
tations which the Court had entertained, of rendering Bombay 
a Regency, of establishing a fortified station in Bengal, or of 
making Fort St. George of importance, and formidable to the 
contending Indian Powers in the Carnatic. These events had 
lowered the expectations of the Court, and required the most 
cautious conduct in the Company, athome, and in their servants, 
abroad. 

The instruc- The consultations of the London East-India Company, in 


tions of tbe > : o O 5 

Court, inthis this year (1689-90), were directed to three distinct subjects : 

© season, di- : : ee ; 

 rectedto —their equipments and commercial instructions ;—the esta- 
ree objects, 


blishment of the Company as an independent Indian Power, 
that, from a revenue to be raised at the seats of their trade, 
they might find funds for maintaining a force to defend them, 
and follow the example of the Dutch at Batavia, who had 


resisted the Country Powers, and, fora century, maintained- a 


superiority in the Indian Seas, over the other maritime nations of , ss 


Europe ;—and the adoption of effectual measures to check the 
Interlopers,, 
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Interlopers, who were assuming a new character, or charging 
the Company with misconduct, and projecting applications to 
Parliament, for establishing a new East-India Company. 

In their equipments of this season, the Court proceeded on 
the same cautious principles, on which they had acted during 
the Revolution; a caution which was rendered more necessary, 
by the immediate prospect of a war with France, and by the intel- 


ligence received, of the failure of the plan of obtaining a seat of 


trade and government in Bengal, and of the critical situation of 


Bombay, which had been besieged by the Mogul’s forcés and 
the Siddee’s fleet. The equipments, therefore, were on a limited 
scale, because a large tonnage was, at this time, in the Indian 
Seas, acting under the orders of Sir John Child (of whose 
death they had not yet heard), and because, till accounts should 
arrive of the large property afloat, farther enterprizes were 
suspended. The Court, besides, could not, as yet, form any 
decided opinion of the support they were to receive from the 
Government, or know the actual state of their Settlements 
abroad. The equipments consisted of three ships only, the 
Chandos, the Benjamin, and the Herbert; two destined for 
Bombay, and one for Fort St. George; assigning to their ser- 
vants, as a reason, their expectation that peace might be 
obtained from the Mogul, the diticulty of engaging seamen 
in England, from the approaching war with France, and the 
unsettled state of commercial affairs in England. If the Court 
hoped, from the new political relations in Europe, that a 
direct opposition was not to be expected from the Dutch 

L2 in 
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CHAP. lI. in the East-Indies, they retained impressions of the insidious Š 
1689-90. and avaricious conduct of that people, against which their ` 
servants must provide, and place their Settlements in a situation 
to resist their new ally, should he again find it his interest to 
become their rival, or their enemy. 
With these views, the station at Retorah, in the Queen of 
Attinga’s country, was ordered to be fortified in the strongest 
manner, to ensure a supply of pepper, independently of the 4 


Dutch; but no attempt was to be made to trade to the Spice 


A my 
= e a 
‘ 


Islands, on account of the amity between England and Holland, 

from the King and Stadholder being the same person :—mea- 

sures, however, might be devised, for again opening a trade to 
r Japan, the objection being removed, of the Queen being so 
nearly related to Portugal, and the Royal Family being now 
Protestants, as well as the Dutch :—though China silk and 
sugars had become a great drug in England, yet part of the s 
surplus of the Company’s stock might be sent by a large ship 
from Bombay to Amoy, in the hope of procuring an investment 
of other China goods :—the encouragement given to the Arme- 
nians was to be continued, because, through them, an assort- 
ment of taffaties and Bengal silks might be procured ;—and it 
2s was hoped, the Europe goods in store, at Bombay and Madras, 
‘ie would be sold with profit. 

The Government of Bomsay were informed, that a Procla- 
mation had been issued by the King, prohibiting the importation 
of French goods into England; and the Declaration of war 
a against France was sent, with a warrant from the King, and a 


commission 
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commission from the Company, to the Governors of Bombay and CHAP-IIt. 
Madras, and the Island of St. Helena, to seize and make prizes 1689-90. 


of French goods and shipping, and to grant commissions for 
that purpose :—the Presidency of Forr Sr. Grorce were 
farther directed to take Pondicherry from the French, if they 
were of opinion that the possession of this port would contribute 
to the safety of the Company’s settlements and trade. 

The ships, in their homeward voyage, were to ayoid touch- 
ing at any of the ports in Ireland, on account of the war in that 
kingdom; to sail in company with the Dutch ships, and to 
direct their course round the North of Scotland, to avoid the 
French cruizers. The dry dock at Bombay was to be com- 
pleted, that it might become a safe retreat to English ship- 
ping, and large quantities of iron-work were sent, for building 
or repairing vessels :—the harbour, also, was to be enlarged, 
wharfs made, and regular markets for provisions established, 
to render that port of commercial consequence to the Europeans 
and Natives. 

The Presidency of Fort St. George were directed to 
suspend the plan of fortifying any new station in India, till they 


should receive orders from the Court, or from Sir John Child, 


and were blamed for withdrawing the Factory from Indrapore :— 


the fortifications of the Factory at Bencoolen were to be 
strengthened, that station being of importance for the pepper 
trade, and a certain number of Topasses were to be added to 
the garrison. | 


The 
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Coes ‘The Court next took into consideration, the expediency of 


1689 - 90. persevering in the plan for which the war in India had been 
iblishment undertaken, or the establishing themselves, at their principal _ 
pany, ay an Settlements, as an Independent Power in India. It is only 
power in In- necessary, on this subject, to refer to the measures which had 
been adopted, and to the failure of them, detailed at the 
close of the preceding period. The Presidency of Bombay 
were, however, instructed to make every effort to improve the 
revenue, as the only means by which this independence could 
either be asserted or maintained, or, in their own language, 
(which explains the ground of this resolution, ) that ‘ the increase 
« of our revenue is the subject of our care, as much as our 
« trade :—’tis that must maintain our force, when twenty acci- 
« dents may interrupt our trade ;—’tis that must make us a nation 
« in India ;—without that, we are but as a great number of 
« Interlopers, united by His Majesty’s Royal Charter, fit only 
« to trade where no body of power thinks it. their interest to 
<“ prevent us;—and upon this account it is, that the wise 
j Dutch , in all their general-advices which we have seen, write 
“ ten paragraphs concerning their government, their civil and 
‘< military policy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, 
« for one paragraph they write concerning trade.” | 
Similar orders were issued to the Presidency of Madras ; 
for though the Court approved of the increase made in the re- 
venue, they considered it to be, by no means, equal to what 
might haye heen expected, or drawn from a fortified town, 
which could afford protection to shipping and trade, and that 
the 


- 
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the amount might be increased to £100,000 per annum, if a CHAP. IIL. 


similar system of taxation should be introduced, with that 1689-90. 


which the Dutch had established at Batavia. 

It was not till this season, that the Court received informa- 
tion of the failure of the negotiations at Surat, and that the Sid- 
dee’s fleet were besieging Bombay; but this intelligence had pro- 
duced a considerable sensation in England ;—these misfortunes 
they ascribed to the imprudent measures, both at the Fort 


and in Bengal, which had exposed Bombay to imminent danger 


from the Mogul. The attempt made by the Presidency of Fort 


St. George, to purchase a peace at Golcondah, was strongly 
reprobated, and orders sent, that unless the terms which had 
been agreed on, between the Nabob of Bengal and Mr. Char- 
nock, should be ratified by a Phirmaund from the Mogul, all 
the Company’s Factories should be withdrawn, and their ser- 
vants retire to Madras or. to Bombay. If trade to Bengal 
should be opened, it was to be carried on by private mer- 
chants, on their own account, but small armed vessels might 
be employed, to make prizes of the Mogul ships, at the mouth 
of the Ganges, which, it was hoped, would bring that Sove- 
reign to terms, more effectually than any other force which 
could attempt offensive measures. If a Phirmaund should be 
obtained, one condition was indispensable, or permission to for- 
tify Chutanuttee, for which thirty or forty thousand rupees 
might be paid; and if acquired, this place was to be regulated 
in the same manner as the Dutch administered the government 


of Batavia.. 


. The 
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CHAP. III. The third, and most important subject for consultation, in 
1689-90. this season, was the projects of the Interlopers, which had 


—to oppose és . . . 
the scheme assumed a new form, or presenting applications to Parliament, 


of the In- ae 5 i 

snlopers for establishing a new East-India Company, on the supposed 
making ap- : 
picions to misconduct of the London East-India Company. 

arliamen 


fonthejesta; The opinion which the Court of Directors conveyed to the 
blishment of 


Sane Presidency of Fort St. George, on the 15th February 1689-90, 

pany. was, that the Interlopers, or Private Traders (who, since the 
first Charter of the Company, and since its first exercise of ex- 
clusive privileges, had appeared in successive shapes) were now 
assuming the more defined characters of Associations, pre- 
tending to trade to ports within the Company’s limits, to which 
their ships did not resort, and Associations connecting their 
enterprizes with Foreign Nations, at their seats of trade and 
factories in the East-Indies:—in each of these respects, the 
Court expressed its apprehensions, that they would undermine 
and invade the rights of the Company; and the events which 
took place, soon after the settlement of the Government, con- 

_ firmed these anticipations. 

It was not now, as in the preceding cases, a partial inva- 
sion of the Company’s privileges, but a direct attack on the 
legal exercise of them; and the change in the Government 
opened a way, accommodated to general prejudices, respecting 
the validity of rights proceeding from a grant of the Crown, 
simply, or rights proceeding from a grant, founded on an Act 
of the Legislature. asi 

The Company had, by their Charters, and by os 

of 


7 
yer 
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of them, proceeding from the Crown, hitherto preserved the CHAP.IIr. 
internal government of their Settlements, by exercising martial 1689-90. 
law, as that which was best accommodated to the maintenance 

of order in distant stations; and though they had, at Bombay 

and at Fort St. George, introduced Admiralty Courts, and Courts 

of civil and criminal Jurisdiction, the Island of Sr. HELENA 

had, hitherto, been governed, in all cases of emergency, by martial 

law only :—It was against this rule of proceeding, in a small 

Island, which, in fact, was under the command of the Governor 

of the garrison, that the Interlopers, who had been laid under 
restraints in touching at it, promulgated reports, and inflamed the 

public mind against the Company, as governing in the most 
arbitrary manner. To obviate this complaint, the Court, on 

the 15th June 1689, directed the Governor of St. Helena to 

suspend the operation of martial law on the Island, and all 
prosecutions under it, until such time as the rights of the 
Company, to administer the government, could be more fully 
ascertained. ®© ; 

When the accounts reached England, of Bombay having Resalabion a 
been blockaded by the Siddee’s fleet, and that Fort St. George eee Sr 
was threatened with a siege, the Interlopers, in the true spirit a ce 
of faction, exulting in the misfortunes of their country, instead 
of attributing them to their real-causes, ascribed them to the 
misconduct of the Court of Directors, and then brought 
out the real truth, or their wishes to become themselves a new 


VOL. III. M ; Company, 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the Governor of St. Helena, 15th June 1689. 
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CHAP. NI. Company, on a separate Joint Stock; that is, to. overset the 
1689-90. Corporation which had carried on trade, and preserved the 
' English Settlements in the East-Indies, for nearly one hundred 


years, and to substitute themselves in their place; or, that they 


were ready to undertake the East-India trade upon more broad 


foundations, and to administer it with greater wisdom and success. 


With this object, an application was made to the House of 
Commons, and a Committee appointed, to consider of the East- 
India trade, before whom the proposition of the Interlopers, and 
the defence of thé Company, were fully heard :—the public 
mind, at the same time, was agitated, by the printed attacks of 
the one, and defences of the other. The Committee, after deli- 
berating on the subject, came to the resolution, on the 16th 
January 1689-90, “ that it is the opinion of this Committee, 
“ that the best way to manage the East-India trade, is to have 
“« it in anew Company, and a new Joint Stock, and this to be 
“« established by Act of Parliament ; but the present Company 
“ to continue the trade, exclusive of all others, either Inter- 
« lopers or Permission Ships, till it be established.” ©) 

The Company, sensible that the privileges which they 
had hitherto enjoyed, under grants of the. Crown, could not, 
in future, continue to be their constitution, but that they must 
be exposed to attacks by their opponents, wisely decided, 
that it would be more expedient to yield to the new circum- 
stances, under which they were placed, and to apply for an Act 
of Parliament, on the basis of which their rights might be con- 

firmed, 
(1)—Letter of the Court to the Presidency of Bombay, 31st January 1689-90. 
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ol 4 CHAP. Il. 
firmed, and thus take advantage-of the very arguments of 2 


which the Interlopers had availed themselvės. 

The Interlopers, on the basis of the resolution of the 
Committee of the House of Commons, subscribed £180,000 for 
a new Joint Stock; but, before the resolution of the Committee 
could be reported to the House, the Parliament was prorogued, 
on the 27th January 1689-90, and immediately afterwards dis- 
solved, and a new Parliament summoned to meet on the 20th 
March 1689-90. This event put a stop to the proceedings of the 
Interlopers; and the Company, therefore, hoped to carry on 
their commerce without farther interruption.” 

It is natural to suppose, that these proceedings of the 
Interlopers were founded on an imitation of the separate Cham- 
bers of the Dutch Company, and that they expected a similar 
system for the East-India trade might be introduced into Eng- 
land; leaving, however, out of view, that, in the Netherlands, 
the East-India Companies had been engrafted on the Con- 
stitution of the States General, and the support of them made a 
part of that Constitution; whereas, in England, the London 
Company, as a Corporation, had only been authorized by the 
Crown, or, if its Charter should now proceed on an Act of 
Parliament, it still must remain a Corporation only, enjoying 


. M 2 exclusive 
(1)—-Letters of the Court to the Presidency of Bombay, Ist and 18th May, 11th 
September 1689, 31st January, 14th March 1689-90.—— Letter from the Court to the 


Presidency of Fort St. George, 11th September 1689. Letter from the Court to the 


Governor of the Island of St. Helena, 15th June 1689. (Commons’ Journals, vol. x, pages 
345—347.) . 


s 
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f ; CHAP. III. exclusive privileges, for a certain term, without being assimilated, 
1689-90. or making a part of the Constitution of England. 


— A E aam 


Replies The foreign transactions of this season having been detailed 
in Dae: in the preceding chapter, with the view of ascertaining the 
Seulement effects of the Revolution in England on the Company’s Settle- 
preceding ments, it is necessary only, in this place, to refer to the total 
eae: failure of the measures which had been so ably concerted by Sir i 
John Child, for rendering Bomgay a Regency, and for obtaining 
privileges of trade at Surat, and on the West of India. The 
death of that able servant of the Company, and the Phirmaund 
which Aurungzebe granted, had placed the trade and privileges, 
on the West of India, in a worse situation than they had been, y 
since their establishment. 

At Fort Sr. GtorcGe, for the like purpose of ascertaining the 
effects of the Revolution in England on the Company’s Settle- 
ments, on the Coromandel Coast, and in Brencau, the detail 
of events, which, in the order of time, would have been intro- 
duced into this place, was anticipated, or that the failure of the 
E- different armaments in the objects for which they were sent to 

Py ; Bengal, had compelled the Agents in that Settlement to retire to 


Madras; that the Mogul, after his conquests of Visiapore and 


f pee yee usta yy saf 


Golcondah, had expelled the English from their subordinate 
Settlements, though he had not laid siege to Madras itself; 


and that a revolution had taken place in Siam, which had 


changed 
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changed the object of the war against that Sovereign, though 
it had not re-established the Company’s Factories. 

The commercial proceedings at these different seats of the 
Company’s trade, during this eventful period in Europe, and 
while the power of Aurungzebe was unlimited in India, were 
vague and precarious, and remained so, till instructions, and 
additional stock and reinforcements should arrive from Europe : 
—at each of the Settlements, however, the new Government in 
England had been acknowledged, in compliance with the orders 
of the Court of Directors. a 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE: : i 
1690-91. 


CHAP. II. Tur war against France, which had commenced in the 


1690-91. preceding season, had fixed the attention of the country, and of 


Court endea- 5 5 ; i 
vour to ob- Parliament, on that object only; a circumstance, which ex- 


tain an Act 3 9.0 : . i 
of Parlia- plains the spirit of the instructions of the Court to Bomsay, 


ment to 


counteract during this season, as partly continuing the plans of précaution 
their com- 

mercial op- which had marked them from the commencement of the Re- 
ponents, 


volution, and, partly, giving hopes to their foreign Settlements, 

that they might be enabled, more effectually than in former 

times, to counteract the projects of the Interlopers, by having 
their exclusive privileges of trade established by Act of Parlia- l 
ment. | 
The Court were satisfied, that under the new system in 
England, it was impossible to prevent, what they described as 
piracies in India, that is, aggressions by the ships of Private 
Merchants proceeding to those seas, (on a presumed liberty 
of trade) without authority from Parliament, or from the 
Company, and frustrating the sales of Europe produce in the 
Indian market, by selling rather with a loss, than not depress 
the Company’s affairs at home; or, by appearing in the E- 
a a l = [ndian Seas as real pirates, fitted out in the West-Indies, for 
a the purposes of depredations on the ships of the Country 
“a Powers :—these events had rendered any applications for privileges 
ineffectual, 
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ineffectual, as the Native Powers could not distinguish between 


ships carrying an English flag, and yet acting with hostility, 1690-91. 


and a Company’s ship carrying the same flag, which not only 
acted under regulations, prohibitory of such violence, but con- 
formably to such privileges as they had been allowed still to 
enjoy, under their Phirmaunds. 

On these grounds, therefore, the Court expected, that they 
should obtain, by Act of Parliament, powers to enable them to 
counteract the piracies of both descriptions, or give them the 
same authority that the Dutch Company had exercised, which 
had all the powers the States General could confer on them. 

As, however, the applications of the Company to Parlia- 
ment, as well as the representations of the Interlopers, were 
still pending, the Court informed the Government of Bombay, 
that they must proceed, in the administration of that Settlement, 
with the same caution which had marked their conduct in the 
former year, and that, though the Company expected to be able 
to liquidate all their debts in England, from the proceeds of the 
autumn sales, yet, till they could ascertain upon what system 
they were to act, by public authority, the equipments for this 
season must be on a limited scale, or three ships; the Tonquin, 
for Bencoolen, to bring pepper for the home market; the 
Dorothy, for Fort St. George, for Coast goods, and to include 
what might be collected from Bengal; and the King William, 
for Bombay, with a stock of 250,000, to obtain a cargo of 
such produce as might be collected from the Malabar Coast, 
and the other dependencies of Bombay. Under these cir- 


cumstances, 
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i CHAP. III. stances, the Court ordered encouragement to be afforded to 
(i 1690-91. the Armenians, because that people could vend English 


woollens, by carrying small quantities into the interior pro- 
vinces, and could collect fine muslins, and other new and 
valuable articles, suited to the Europe demands, better than 
any agents of the Company could effect, under any Phirmaund 
or grant which might be eventually purchased :—the Court 
also directed, that indigo and drugs might be sent for the 
home market (particularly indigo), for which, in the present 
state of Europe, there was a considerable demand. As, how- 
ever, a duty of five shillings per pound had been laid on 
teas, the Court prohibited any to be sent, but of the finest 
kind, on the Company’s account; an order which was evidently 
unfavorable to the efforts which had been making to extend 
the trade to the China Seas, and not improbably arising from 
the quantities of that article, brought by the Dutch into the 
Europe market, from their having the almost exclusive pos- 
session of the trade of those seas; and from the inexpediency 
of attempting any rivalship, at a time when it was necessary, 
from the state of affairs in Europe, to avoid questions between 
the two Governments, allied so strictly to prevent the pre- 
ponderance of France. 

Having heard of the death of Sir John Child, the Court 
appointed Mr. Harris (so frequently mentioned in the Annals of 
the preceding years) to be President of Surat and Governor of 
Bombay, the rank and title of General being now dropt, and 


the controling power, of course, suspended; and Mr. Vaux to 
be 
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be Deputy Governor of Bombay, the fortifications of which CHAP. It. 
place were to be improved, to render it impregnable, either to 1690-91. 
an European or Indian enemy ;—a reinforcement, also, of one 
hundred and fifty soldiers was sent, to make the garrison more 
efficient. 

The Court desired, that their ships, in their homeward 
voyages, might proceed directly to Barbadoes, from which port 
they might.sail for England with the West-India trade, under 
the protection of the convoys appointed for it, that both trades 
might be in safety from the French cruizers or fleets. © 

Having, from local as well as commercial relations, found Toake EE 

g 


it convenient to connect the orders of the Court, respecting the the Persian 
- trade, and 


Persian trade, with those for Surat and Bombay, we have to recovering 
the arrears of 


refer only to the information from these Presidencies, and from customs at 
Persra itself, to understand the instructions of this season to ile 
the Agent at Gombroon, for reviving the Company’s trade 
with that country. The war between the Company and the 
Mogul, did not affect the trade with Persia, in the degree 
which might haye been expected ; and while the superiority at sea 
continued, it impressed the Persians with-an idea, that the con- 
test would terminate favourably for the Company. In these 
circumstances, the order was repeated, that Caramania woel 
and Persian silks should be obtained, by barter, for English 
cloths, rather than by purchase; imitating the Dutcli, who, by 
bartering the finer spices, had nearly engrossed those articles. 


VOL. III. N If 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the Presidency of Bombay, 3d October 1690.—— 


- 


Letter from the Court to the Presidency of Surat, 18th February 1690-01. 
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CHAP. Il. If the right to the customs at Gompbroon had been admitted, after 

1690-91. the war in India took an unfavourable turn, yet the trade not 
only became more difficult, but the payment of the customs 
withheld, till reparation should-be made for the losses which 
the Persian trade had sustained, during the hostilities between 
the Company and the Mogul. 

The Court, therefore, directed their Agent at Gomsroon, 
to make a demand of payment of the arrears of customs ; 
to permit the Armenians to load what goods they might think 
proper, on the Company’s ships, for Europe; to purchase 
whatever quantity he could obtain of Caramania wool and silks, 
with a proportion of wormseeds, rhubarb, and lapis lazuli, and 
to send the surplus stock to Bombay. a) 

Colt to In the instructions to Fort Sr. Gzorcz, the Court recapi- 


eee to tulated the information communicated to Bombay, to account 
redace the 


de for the limited equipments of this season, explaining that, 
¥ S tablishments, 


core though the Act for settling the EKast-India trade, or for confirm- 
ieee ing the Charter of the Company, had been twice read in the 
tis. House, and committed, the Court did not expect that it would 


. Oe hows pass during the existing session, but entertained no doubt, that : 
an Act would eventually pass, confirming their Charter and 
privileges :—under this impression, they desired that no new 

ee Settlement or Factory, for trade, should be attempted, till the 

| ee eLpa ’s rights ionik be recognized by the Legislature, and 


Akat ai Era : i till 


BES (1)—Letters í from the Court to the Agent and Faetors at Gombroon, 3d Scope! 1690, 
and 18th February 1690-91. 
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till they should be possessed of the same, authority which the 
Dutch exercised, for suppressing pirates and Interlopers; mean 1690-91.. 
time, that there should be no other Factories on the Coast but 


CHAP. III, 
Ca 


Conimere and Vizagapatam, and none attempted at Pegu, 
Siam, Borneo, or Canton; and this last exception originated 
in the caution regarding the China trade, which marked their ” 
instructions to Bombay. 1 

Considering the fortifications at Fort St. George as not 
needing any addition, it was ordered, that the company of ar- 
tillery and troop of horse should be increased, and regularly 
exercised ; but that one of the companies of infantry should be 
disbanded, and-the men, if willing, sent to Bombay, or to Ben- 
coolen. 

On comparing these general instructions to Fort St. George One Eader 


with the particular orders to the Agent at Bencar, we discover continued jn 
Bengal, ant 


that the Court’s intentions, during the war with France, were Agent Char- 
2 5 3 


nock em- 
to have one Factory, only, established in Bengal, but to employ powers to 
ismiss any 

Agents, with stock to make purchases in the country, who of the Com- 
; 7 pany's ser- 


were to return each season to Fort St. George, to settle- their A ci 
accounts :—one half of the surplus stock was to be employed preal. 
in this experiment, and the other remitted to Surat. 
Mr. Charnock, the Agent, was more specifically direct- 
ed to have only one Factory in Bengal, and a subordinate 
Agent at Ballasore :—he was to keep as small a stock in the 
country, as was consistent with the continuation of the trade, 
which was to be vested chiefly in silks and fine muslins, which, 
hitherto, had found a good market in Europe :—as a separate 


N 2 instruction, 
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CHAP. Ili. instruction, he was to grant encouragement to the Armenians, 
1690-91. and to persuade them, if possible, to procure fine goods from 
Benares, which brought a high price in Europe. FETT i . 


That disputes in Bengal might not again be prejudicial to 


Ricca 


the Company’s interests, the Court vested Mr. Charnock with 


“power to dismiss any of their servants, who might oppose his 


S hw ~ 
Sen 


administration of their affairs, and prohibited any appeal from 
his orders to the Presidency of Fort St. George. ®© 


enim 


York Fort, at The Court, on reviewing the information received from 
Bencoolen, to - 3 À 7 

ERA A Bexcooren, during the two preceding seasons, and the 
ened, and the j : 

p ~ paea a importance of having a station, from which they could 
Indrapore x : , i 
Withdrawn. draw a proportion of pepper, approved of the general con- 


nea al 


se 
omset oa. 


-y TATEN CTT 


2- = duct of the Governor, and directed that the fortifications 

should be strengthened, and no expences spared, to place 

York Fort in the most respectable state of defence ; r 
negroes were sent from Madagascar, to strengthen the 
; garrison, as gheir constitutions were better suited to the 
climate than those of the Europeans. The Court also ap- 
proved of the method of administering their affairs, by 
allowing the Natives to look up to their own Rajahs for pro- 
tection, because these Rajahs, under proper encouragements, 
could manage the people more ‘easily than it would be possible 
for any Company’s Governor to do:—the Agent, at the same 


- time, was vested with discretionary powers, to continue or to 


T7 


O ea ` withdraw 
Sais: te Eri í 
E a a (1)—Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Fort St. George, 9th-May, 3d Octo- 
A ber, and 19th December 1690, and 18th February 1690-91.—— Letter from the Court to 
the Agent and Council at Bengal, 18th February 1690-91. 
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withdraw the Factory from Indrapore, and to give encourage- QHAP. T. 
ment to such Chinese merchants or traders, as should be disposed 1690-91. 
to settle at Bencoolen, under the Company’s protection. The 


whole of these instructions were intended to ensure, by every 


trade, (9 


i 
| 
practicable means, a permanent and independent pepper 


The embarrassed situation of the Governments, both of Mr. Harris -R 
3 oa cee laimed 
Bompay and of Sura, from the death of Sir John Child, and Governor 


Governor of 


z : s r s 3 Bombay, and 
from the circumstances under which the Phirmaund of Aurung- Mr. Weldon 


zebe had placed the Company’s trade, prepares us to look with taba ee 
anxiety, to the expedients which their remaining servants 
adopted, to preserve Bombay, and, if possible, to re-invigorate 
the trade on the West of India. 
On receiving the orders of the Court, Mr. Harris was pro- 
claimed Governor of Bombay, and Mr. Cooke (for Mr. Vaux 
was dead) Deputy Governor; but, the death of the latter, in 
the course of the season, opened the situation to Mr. Weldon, 
who had been employed in the Mogul’s camp, in Visiapore, to 
negotiate the Phirmaund, and who had returned to Bombay, with, 
eight of the Company’s servants, who had been prisoners. 
The actual circumstances of the Island, the new Governor Mr. Wel- 


. > o hee : don’s report 
and Council, after recapitulating the intelligence of the eyacua- on the state 


of affairs at 
Hon Bombay, and 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the Agent and Factors at Bencoolen, oth May 1690. 
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CHAP. UI. tion of the stations occupied by the Siddee’s forces and fleet, 
1690-91. described as follows :—that, the ruinous and neglected state 


the measures 


required to 
place it in 
respectable 
state of de- 
fence, 


DEERD 
hezi 


a . . 
attack, and to disembark his troops, without the Mogul’s 


orders; — that had the fortifications been sufticiently strong 
to prevent his landing, more favorable terms would have 
been obtained, than were granted by the Phirmaund ; that, 
in fact, such was the defenceless state of the Island, that 
the conquest of it was prevented, more by the jealousy of 
Muchtar Khan, of the influence which the reduction of it 
would have given to the Siddee, than by the power of the 


garrison to defend it. 


To prevent the recurrence of similar dangers, the Go- - 


yernor, in all his letters to the Court, pointed out the necessity 
of additional fortifications ;—that a walled town should be built, 
with ramparts to defend it, which would mduce the monied 
merchants, or traders, to live under the protection of the 
English j—that, by such an influx of inhabitants, the reve- 
nue would be encreased ;—that the merchants’ stores would 
become a security for their residence, and enable the Governor 
to carry his orders into effect, or, in general, would re-esta- 
blish the Company’s power in the Island, and confirm their 
government over the inhabitants. 

_ The Deputy Governor and Council next described the weak 
state of the garrison, which, from a pestilential disorder, was, 
at this time, reduced to thirty-five English soldiers only, and 
that, though they had a sufficient number of Topasses, their mi- 
, itary 
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litary services could not be depended on, as they could only CHAE 
be employed in raising the additional fortifications, bat not 1690-91. 


trusted to defend them ;—that, during the war, they had em- 
ployed, with considerable effect, a number of black soldiers, 
whom they could not, with safety, dismiss, but had divided the 
uncultivated lands among them for their maintenance, the 
Company to receive one moiety of the produce}; an additional 
stock, and a supply of civil servants, both for Surat and 
Bombay, would, therefore, be required, and a large reinforcement 
of recruits, to render the European part of the garrison ef- 
ficient. 

Having thus explained the general circumstances of Bom- 


bay, the Deputy Governor and Council signified, that the Je- 


The Jesuits 
land at Bom- 
bay seized for 


having assist- 


suits on the Island had been active, during the invasion of ed the Siddee 


the Siddee, in promoting his views, and, therefore, that they had 
seized on all the lands owned or occupied by them, but had de- 
ferred any final decision on this subject, till the arrival of the 
President from Surat, who would judge of the claims of those 


people, and restore their lands to such of them as could exculpate 


themselves, or confirm the right of the Company to such por- 


tions as had been the property of the guilty. This measure, 
however expedient, it was feared, might induce the Portuguese 
to attack the Island; but, that it should be kept in as good 
a state of defente as was practicable. It was, at the same 
time, resolved to fortify, as well as their means would allow, 
Retorah, in the Queen of Attinga’s country, and to erect 
buildings at Tellicherry, that they might bring to Bombay 

è a proportion 
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c 
& « 


i 


i CHAP. HI. a proportion of produce, from the Malabar Coast, or render 
1690-91. the investments not wholly dependent on such goods as could. 
é be purchased at Surat. 


> The Mogul During these events at Bombay, Mr. Harris, who still 
the Enghsh contiuued at Surat, reported, that the intentions of the Mogul 
pees, asa towards the English appeared more conciliatory ; for, at the close 
tion for the of tlie season, he had agreed to pay eighty thousand rupees, as 
dered during a compensation for the goods which had been plundered from 


the English Factory, and that it was understood, a more favour- 
able Phirmaund had been procured for the Bengal trade. 

Às commercial information, Mr. Harris added, that three 
ships had taken in pepper at Calicut and Carwar, without pro- 
ceeding to Surat, which would convince the merchants of that 
port, that the English could make up assortments, indepen- 
dently of the goods they might furnish. 


T King's decla- The Presidency were in this political and commercial situa- 
= ration of war 


= against tion, when their Majesties’ declaration of war against France 
ty Bind st ` arrived, which had been proclaimed, and forwarded to Fort St. 
BE~. a George, and the subordinate Factories. 
` Persian trade The information from Persra, which, from local and 
obstructed by 


the Dutch, commercial circumstances, was connected with Bombay, dis- 


and payment : ; : > ° ‘ 
of customs at COvers, in this season, a view of the difficulties of reviv- 


o Gomb 0 > ; r 
poned] ing that trade, connected with the right of the Company to 


half the customs at Gomhroon, and of eradicating from the 
Dutch 


; ee (1)—Letters from the Presidency of Surat and the Governor of Bombay to the Court, 
and Correspondence between Surat and Bombay, 30th June, 30th December 1690, 15th 
January, 9th and 25th February 1690-91. 


5 . 


f 
¢ 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 97 


Dutch, as ancient rivals .in the Indian trade, those jealousies ae 
and misrepresentations, which had obstructed the Company’s 1690-91. 
progress from their first establishment. It appears, though 
the Dutch, as on former occasions, had made a common 
cause with the English, in Europe, that symptoms of opposition 
to the English trade, could still be discovered in the East. After 
the restoration of peace between the Mogul and the Company, » 
the Persian Government, though they admitted the right to 
the moiety of the customs at Gombroon, pleaded, that the 
amount of them had diminished, as the merchants had chiefly 
traded, during the war, with the Portuguese port of Cong :— 
the Agent, on this occasion, was afraid, that a demand might 
be made by the Persian Government for some compensation, as a 
set off against the payment of the.Company’s share of the cus- 
toms, and, therefore, had sought only the payment of the. 
arrears, and obtained from the Shahbunder, a promise to pay - 
one year’s customs, and the remainder when it might be practi- 
cable ;—farther, that he had received 1,995 chequins, and 
subsequently 1,500 more, though two years’ customs were still 
due. 

Another difficulty, or the conduct of the Dutch, is 
stated by the Agent to have been most adverse to the 
Company’s. interests :—a Dutch Ambassador had arrived in 
Persia, with a splendid retinue and large presents, and pro- 
ceeded to Ispahan, with the professed object of engrossing 
the whole trade in Caramania wool, in exclusion of the 

VOL, III. O - English 
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CHAP. III. English, whose situation, both in India and in Europe, he had 

1690-91. represented in the most unpromising light, and, to convince 

the King of the fact, presented a copy of the last unfavoura- 

ble Phirmaund to the English at Surat, and thence argued, 

that they could not, under such authority, revive their Indian 

trade, or make it of importance to Gombroon ;—that their 

situation in Europe, besides, was equally humiliating, as they 

were now subjected to the States General, whose Stadtholder 

had become their Sovereign :—the Agent, therefore, requested 

the Court to obtain a letter-from His Majesty to the King of 

Persia, accompanied with suitable presents, as the most effec- 

tual means of refuting the falsehoods and misrepresentations by 

which the Dutch Ambassador was endeavouring to acquire an 
exclusive monopoly of the Persian trade.“ 

Presidency of The communication from Forr Sr. GEGRGE during 


Fort St. 


George pro- this season, discovers not only that this Presidency had not 
pose a new 


Phirmaund received the instructions intended for them (detailed in the 
should be ob- à 


ee a home transactions), but that, under all the circumstances of 
Bengal. this Settlement, and its relation to Bengal, they were obliged 
to act, in the same manner as they had done in the. pre- 
ceding season :—after expressing to the Presidency at Surat, 
the vexation they experienced, on perusing the Phirmaund 
for Surat, which they termed ‘ infamous and scandalous,” 
they gave it as their opinion, that it never would have been 
accepted, or the conditions in it complied with, had Sir 


John 


: (1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 21st Jene and 20th 
“October 1690, and 10th and 27th March 1690-91. 
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John Child .been at the head of the Goyernment; but, as vag 
affairs were situated, they recommended to the new Pre- 1690-91. 
sident of Surat, and Governor of Bombay, to use their en- 
deavours to obtain a Phirmaund for the Bengal trade, and 
a regular Phirmaund for Madras, including an order for 
the restoration of the servants and goods seized at Masu- 
lipatam, and other Factories on the Coromandel Coast. ‘If 
these Phirmaunds should be procured, they should contain 
authority. to revive the trade in Bengal, and giye security 
to the Company’s servants more defined than the Phirmaund 
to Surat, or that all applications for them should_be relinquished. 


The circumstances of Fort St. George contimued in, the Tiaa the 


` ; 5 x . x Pee ia stand, and 
same situation as in. the preceding year;;—the Mogal’s army Mr. Cha 


had been successful: against the Ram-Rajah, whom the Pre- Beate to 
sidency were apprehensive he would finally subdue; and, eae 
from the devastations occasioned by the contending armies, pie LE 
trade was at a stand ;—Mr. Charnock and his Council had’ 
proceeded, with a large stock, to open a new commercial 
intercourse with Bengal, an enterprize, to which the Pre- 
sidency had been encouraged by an invitation from the Na- 
bob :—Mr. Charnock was favourably received on, his arrival, 
and, subsequently, had procured a Phirmaund for Bengal, 
dated the 27th April, in. the thirty-third year of Aurungzebe’s 
reign, the preamble to which specified, that the Mogul, (as 
at Surat) having pardoned all past offences, had granted li- 
berty of trade to the English in Bengal, without interruption, 
but explained, that this permission must be understood as allow- 


O 2 ing 
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CHAP III. ing former privileges, only, without exacting any fine from them : 
1690- 91. —the commercial effects of this Phirmaund will Uia pperai in the 


foreign transactions of the subsequent year. 


Dechrau = The Presidency of Fort St. George had received the King’s 
of war 3 . . - . 

against a declaration of war against France, with information, that a 
pimen at French fleet of six sail had left France, in February 1689-90, 


George, and which had arrived in the Indian Seas ;—on its outward passage 
an indecisive 5) 


action be- it had fallen in with the Company’s ship Herbert, at Johanna, 


tween the 

beach which, after a very brave defence, had, towards the close of 
squadrons 3 Sbe 

Blaine the action, unfortunately blown up, and the majority of the 


French fleet. crew perished ;—subsequently, the French fleet captured two 
valuable Dutch ships from Ceylon, and afterwards proceeded 
to Pollicherry. On the 20th August 1690, the Dutch and 
English fleets haying formed a junction, an action took place 
with the French fleet, off Madras, which, though obstinate, 
was indecisive:—the French were, at last, repulsed with loss, 
and were supposed to have proceeded towards Bengal, a 
destination which occasioned considerable uneasiness for the 
safety of the Company’s shipping and trade in that part of 
India. © 

The pepper trade at BrncooLen, in this season, was on 
the increase, but cruizing sloops were necessary, to convey to 
York Fort the pepper collected at the different ports along the 

Coast 


(1)—Letters from the Presidency of Fort St. George to the Presidency of Surat, 22d 
July, 27th August, and 4th September 1690.—— Copy of Phirmaund for Bengal, 27th 
April, 33d year of Aurungzebe’s reign (1090-91.)—— Relation of the Arrival of the 
French Ships in the Indian Seas, (1690.) 
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~~ 


Coast of Sumatra ;—In prosecution of the general orders, to RES: 
encrease the purchases of pepper, the Agents had received every 1690-91. 
encouragement to settle at Sillebar, but would not, without 


Serene a 


instructions, carry this plan into execution; and requested a ™ i 
large supply of stock and stores, and particularly of troops, to Pe, | 


enable them to put Bencoolen in a state of security. ©) j $ 


(1)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Court, 22d June 1690. 
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ra 


1691-92. 


CHAP. III. Tuer attention of the Court, during this season (as in the 


1691-92. preceding one), was chiefly directed to the preservation of their 


ncn Se 


House of f: i z ; 

Commons Tights, as a Company, by endeavouring to have them protected 

refer the y s | 
Company's by an Act of the Legislature, but, at the same time, to ground ) 
claims, and Z k k k š 

those of the their claims on the grants which they had successively received - 

Interlopers, 


to the King. from the Crown. 
Jt appears, that the House of Commons, after hearing the 
claims of the Company, and of the Associations for participating 
in the Indian trade, had referred the whole business to the 
King. As this reference more immediately placed them under 
the Royal protection, the Court continued to act towards their op- 
ponents, the Interlopers, in the same manner as they had done 
in the latter years of the two preceding reigns, and granted 
commissions to all their captains, proceeding this season to In- 
dia, to seize the Interlopers of every description, and to bring 
them to trial before the Admiralty Court at Bombay, explain- 
4 ing, that as they attributed all the differences, between the 
rs Company and the Indian Powers, to the Interlopers, if they 
- continued their depredations on the subjects of the Mogul, 
or King of Persia, they were to be tried for their lives, as pi- 
rates, and sentence of death passed, but execution stayed, till 
a 2 the King’s pleasure should be known. This proceeding the 
: Court 
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Court rested upon the opinion of the twelve Judges, which was, ges 
‘ that the Company had a right to the trade to the East-Indies, 1691-92. 


“ according to their Charter.” 


Reverting to the origin and termination of the war with 


103 


CHAP. III. 
KS 


Court as- 
cribe the war 


the Mogul, the Court vindicated its justice, by the necessity of with the Mo- 


the case, and traced this necessity to the continued oppres- 


gul to the in- 
terferences of 
the Inter- 


sions of their servants by the Mogul officers, and to the evils lopers. 


which they had experienced from the Interlopers, which had 
afforded an excuse to the Mogul, who could not distinguish 
between licensed and unlicensed English Traders, more par- 
ticularly since the latter, on many occasions, had represented 
themselves, though falsely, to be protected by the govern- 
ment. The Court had, however, now the consolation (though 
the issue of the war had not corresponded with the magni- 
tude of the equipments, or their expectations) to reflect, that 
they had rendered the English nation more respectable, both 
in Europe and in India; and though they approved of the 
proceedings of the late Sir John Child, who had been 
faithful and honourable, yet that the war had been more 
disastrous, from his not having sufficiently fortified Bombay 
and Retorah, conformably to orders; measures which, there- 
fore, they positively enjoined Mr. Harris to carry into effect. 
For this purpose, he was confirmed President of Surat and 
Governor of Bombay (with a salary of 4300 per annum), and 
with the majority of the Council, vested with authority to 
dismiss any of the Company’s servants, who might be guilty of 
disobedience of orders, particularly for corresponding with the 


Interlopers, 
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CHAP. III. Jnterlopers, several of whom had got possession of the Com- 


1691-92. pany’s original instructions. 


Bombay or- Bombay, at this period, was again declared the chief seat 
dered to be $ 3 ; 
apaina of Government in India, and the residence of the President ; 
the chief seat 

of Govern- the fortifications ordered to be repaired and increased, and the 


i fort at Retorah to be strengthened, the Court being in amity 
with the Dutch. 

a T As the revenues of Bombay were essential to the mainte- 

Pizare ofihe nance of their civil and military servants, and the preservation 
of the trade, the Court directed that they should be improved, by 
every practicable means, and explained, that the measure of 
confiscating the lands of those who had deserted them, during 
the invasion of the Island, had already been justified, by the 
precedent of Signior de Tavora, which had been decided by 
Charles II. and the Privy Council, twenty years before the 
present case occurred; but desired, that the lands might be 
restored to such of the claimants as might be found innocent. 

Court's an- This resolution appears to have originated in the con- 


swer to the t z 
memorialof duct of the Portuguese inhabitants of Bombay, who, during 


the Portu- , f A 
guese Envoy, the Dutch war, and that with the Mogul, refused to assist 


relative to 
the military in the defence of the Island, and claimed exemption from 


services of 
the inhabi- military service :—in thís claim they were supported by the 


pees Portuguese Envoy in London, who presented a memorial in 
their favour to the King, founded on rights under the former 
Portuguese dominion at Bombay. In answer to this memorial, 
the Governor and Committees of the London East-India Com- 


pany stated, that the inhabitants of the Island of Bombay, 


7 


while 


s 
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while they were subject to the King of Por tugal, paid one-fourth CHAP. II, 
part of the profits of their lands, as a quit-rent, which President 1691 - 92. 


Aungier, soon after the Island came into the possession of the 
Company, commuted for a quit-rent of twenty thousand xeraphins 
per annum, reserving to the Company, as representing the King, 
the right to the military services under which the lands were held 
of the Crown of Portugal ;—that during the late war with the Mo- 
gul, not only the payment of this quit-rent had been refused, but 
the right to the military services denied, and, during hostilities, 
the Portuguese inhabitants had, by refusing military aids, forfeited 
the rights to their lands, though it was admitted that they, by 
the cession of the Island to England, had become subjects of 
the King, to whom, by their tenures, they were bound to afford 
military services, either personally or by substitute, more parti- 
cularly in cases of invasion ; and that the lands held by ecclesi- 
astics were equally bound to furnish military service, either 
by the possessors, or by their substitutes ;—if, therefore, it was 
considered, that the Island, since being granted to the Company, 
had required for its defence, by fortifications and by garrisons, 
so large a sum as £400,000, particularly during the wars 
between the Mogul and the Hindoos, this claim of exemption 
from such service was unreasonable, more particularly, when 
the practice of the native inhabitants of Madras, and of all the 
other English, Dutch, French, and Danish colonies in India, 
could be adduced as evidence, that such services were admitted 
and general.” Ñ ort bag i ads 


Yih b odtien aibeardaded ae alate The 
(1)—Answer of the East-India Company to the Memorial of the Portuguese Envoy, 


relative 
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CRAP. II. = The Court next approved the retaining the Gentoo soldiers in 
1691-92. their service, and assigning them portions of lands for their 


Measures for g Z ; š 
encreasing maintenance :—they were also to be allowed half-pay, but, in 


een this case, the Company were to receive half the produce of 

| their lands; a regulation the more expedient, from the difficulty 

i of finding a sufficient number of recruits in England to strength- 

; en the garrison. To obviate the danger arising from entrusting 
the defence of the place to ihe Natives, the Court recommended 
to'the Presidency, to engage (if they could be obtained) about 
sixty Armenian Christians, to serve as soldiers, and to offer 
them a bounty of forty shillings per man, and the same pay 
as the English soldiers, because, professing nearly the same 

- religion, and being, in other respects, of good character, they 
might be deemed almost a regular part of the Company’s military 
establishment. As the efficient strength of the garrison must 

S always depend on English soldiers, and as recruits could not be 

sent from England during the war, the President might embody 
about sixty Madagascar negroes (their constitution rendering them ‘ 
equal to the most laborious duties) to be commanded by English 

officers : and the same number of Arab Lascars, whose bravery 

and active services could be more depended on. 

nercial =- The equipments of the season consisted of five large 

Mfr the sea- ships, two or three of which were for Bombay; but the hiring 

Sa ‘country vessels on ‘freight was to be discontinued :—forty 

rupees were to be paid for the Company’s passes, granted to 

: - country 


i 
‘ 


Waiative to the Military Services of the Portuguese Inhabitants of the Island of Bombay, 18th 
March 1691-92. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Part ii. No. 22.) 
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country ships, which would encrease the reyenue, and prevent TEADMA 
Interlopers, or pirates, from trading in the Indian Seas:—the 1691-92. 
encouragement given to the Armenians ought to be continued, 
and a duty of one per cent., only, taken from them, for goods 
imported from Europe into India:—on the homeward-bound ` 
ships, a thousand tons of saltpetre, at least, were to be sent 
from Bengal, it being understood the French were sending 
ships to that country, this season, for this service only. 
If the instructions to Mr. Gladman, the Agent in Persia, Persian trads 


à to be pro- 
(whose conduct was approved of by the Court,) discover moted, by 


> ` z encouraging 
caution, with respect to the Dutch, they mark a determina- the Arme- 


tion to extend, by every means, the trade to that country; chants. 
Mr. Gladman was to continue his detail of the progress of 
the. Dutch embassy, and without giving any ground of com- 
plaint, to use his endeavours to prevent them (notwithstanding 
the amity between the two nations in Europe) from acquiring 
an exclusive trade in any of the Persian commodities :—he was, 


also, to procure all the Caramania wool that he possibly could 
purchase. 


After expressing their opinion of the integrity of the Arme- 
nians, the Court recommended, that if this people could engross 
the whole trade in Persian silks, this article might be allowed to 
be imported into Europe by, them, on the Company’s ships ; and 
that, through them, the Agent should push the sale of English 


R2 broàd-cloths, 


` 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Bombay and Surat, 13th May, 25th 
September 1691, and 29th February 1691-92, l 
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. cnap. nr. broad- cloths, of which a thousand pieces, of proper colours, had 
169 92. been shipped. “On viewing all the circumstances of this trade, the 
l Court were of opinion, that as three thousand pieces of broad- 
cloths were annually used in the kingdom of Persia, the sale of 
tbis staple might be extended, as a most profitable and popular 
measure; and founded this opinion on the fact, that as the 
Company paid no customs in Persia, and the freight from Bom- 
bay was small, they might sell cloth at cheaper rates, than the 
cloths which came from Aleppo, to the Persian market, without 
such advantages :—any surplus stock at Gombroon was ordered 
to be remitted to Bombay, and TAA to the investment from 
that part of India. ® ` k 
Mr. Yaledis- The instructions to’ the Presidency of Forr St. GEORGE, 
Mc. Higein- this season, regarded rather the internal administration, than 
ea Presiden! ‘the trade. The general amount of the equipments, with the 
George. proportion consigned to Bombay, ascertains the tonnage intended 
- for the Fort and for Bengal :—the Court estimated the remaining 
‘dead stock at the Fort at £400,000 ; and calculated, that the 
~ remains of Europe goods, ordered to be sold, would aftord an 
additional fund for an investment in Coast cloths. There is a 
font iat ney of commercial information, in this season, which arose 
i gon the dissentions ‘between President Yale and his Council; 
- Mr. Yale was, therefore, dismissed the service, and censured, 
I Oit, li ving relinquished the West Coast, or Sumatra trade, and 
; n “Mr. Higginson was appointed President of Fort St. Geor ge. 
-SM ‘to spuro! oil Snt The 
£ o PE seth hots the Court to the Agent/and Council in Persia, 13th May, 25th Sep- 
tember 1691, and 29th February 1691-92. 


i = CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University-Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 
ae eee 3 


Bete ; 
Bie oy 4. 5 paid sc 
a ay oe | 


O eee 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


The appointment, however, of Mr. Higginson, was consi- 
dered not to be a sufficient remedy for the evils arising from the 
dissentions at the Fort, for, at the end of this season, the Court 
appointed Captain (afterwards Sir John) Goldesborough, to be 
Commissary General, and Supervisor over all their affairs in 
India, that is, vested him with authority to make a full investi- 
gation into the origin and nature of all disputes, and to frame 
such regulations, as might give greater consistency to the future 
proceedings of this Presidency, with power to dismiss any of 
their servants, who might, after full examination, be found cul- 
pable. Sir John Goldesborough’s instructions were ;—on the 
voyage, to hoist his flag, as Admiral, after passing the Sound- 
ings ;—to proceed, in the first instance, to Fort St. George, 
and after having fully examined the matters in dispute between 


Mr. Yale and the Council, and decided between them, to go 


109 


GUE 
CHAP, IL. 
CAED 


1691792. 
Sir John“ © 
Goldesbo- 
rough ap- 
pointedCom- 
missary Ge- 
neral and Su- 
pervisor of 
the Compa- 
ny’s Affairs 
in India. 


next to Bencoolen, and examine into all the facts regarding the 


trade at that port, and place it under such regulations, as 
might ensure the Company the largest supply of pepper and 
other produce :—the Court, however, on consultation, did not 
(as far as the facts were known to them) consider it to be neces- 
sary for him to proceed to Bengal, because the confidence which 
they reposed in Mr. Charnock, rendered him the best judge of 
the means of re-establishing the trade in that province. w 
The new President and Council, in the mean time, 
(till the arrival of Sir John Goldeshorough) — were to direct 
their attention to the improvement of the revenue of Ma- 
dras, which the Court held did not amount to one-fifth 


Directions 
respectiag 
the buildings. 
and revenues: 
of Madras. 


=- of 
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CHAP. III. of what it might yield, under an efticient administration, | 
~~ | 

1691-92. 5 This opinion they illustrated, by the analogy of the Dutch, 


ihe drew, at this time, a revenue from Batavia, estimated at 


, £230,000 sterling, per annum; and were the Dutch in posses- ) 
sion of so strong a situation as Madras, which was as favorably 
situated for the Coromandel Trade, as Batavia was for the 

Southern Trade, they would soon realize a revenue, equal to that ; { 

of Batavia :—it was, therefore, resolved, that the quit-rents 

should be increased, by a progressive duty on houses, taking a 

scale, from four to eighteen fanams each house ;—and next, 

that a duty should be imposed on licences for public-houses, 

kept by Europeans, in a scale from five to forty pagodas per 

annum, according to their magnitude or trade; and on the 

| _ public-houses, kept by Natives, a similar duty of from one 

to four pagodas per annum :—the orders, therefore, for. inclos- ; 
ing and raising fortifications round the Black Town, were to be 
carried into effect, which would facilitate the collection of the 


revenue : :—the expences of these fortifications were to be defray- 


ed by the inhabitants, who derived protection from them, not 
BOIH” 


a be Company :—the Christian part of the town was to be 


coded: and to. form a quadrangle, with handsome stone 
hb 
= es over the riyer, and one quarter of it to Be assigned to ; 
! ie Idi oj om vis 
fhe he Armenians, who might be able to induce skilful antincers to 
laji seks Z, 
ete a a place, o which they would be under the protection of 
<A Ti 7 $ 
ae S Bp the Fe ZA without | being exposed, as they had hitherto been, to 
a = de to eos? 
deprepations by the belligerent powers in the Carnatic :—in this 


Fru 


quarter, the Armenians were to be permitted to build a church, 
; at 


mi Ta ? 
felga 
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at their own charge, and houses for the merchants, on payment CHAP. HI. 

of ground rents to the Company. This order is accompanied 1691-92. 

with an interesting account of that distinguished class of 

merchants. The quarter set apart for the Armenians was to 

be called Julpha, “ that being the town from which Shah- 

« Abbas the Great had brought them, when he conquered 

“« Armenia, and settled them in a suburb of his new-made me- 

“ tropolitan city, Ispahan, and called the quarter he allotted 

« there to the Armenians, Julpha, by the name of the city from 

« whence he brought them, and they are increased there to be 

“ the richest people, and the most expert merchants we know 

« of, in the universe.” 

These improvements at Madras, proceeding upon the plan Regulations 

for the Court. 

of increasing the native inhabitants, explain the order given of Mderener 

respecting the Corporation, into which, the Court were of opi- 

nion, too many Englishmen had been admitted, to the office 

of Aldermen, and therefore recommended, ‘‘ that, in future, the 

s Aldermen should be of different casts, viz. one Armenian, one 

‘* or two Hebrews, one or two Portuguese, one or two Gentoos, 

« and one Moor or Musselman.” 3 


On the subject of the Factories, subordinate to the Fort, Factories at 


; ’ 1 Conimereand 
the Court ordered those at Conimere and Cuddalore to be with- Cuddalore- 


: withdrawn 
drawn, as a purchase had been made from the Ram-Rajah, of a anda new 


í ts settlement 
new Settlement at Tegnapatam :—This Settlement, with Madras purchased at y 


5 i 3 Tegnapatam. 
and Vizagapatam, were to be the only established stations of the ae 


Company on the Coromandel Coast ;—in each, the Armenians 


P : À ? i} =. GE 
a were to be encouraged to settle, because the charges of an . 


English. 
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CHAP. II. Bnglish Chief, in a subordinate Factory, amounted to more 
1691-92. than twenty Armenian merchants would cost, in procuring the 
same goods. For the better regulation of the Company’s 
interests, an Attorney General was to be appointed for Fort 


St. George. 


Retrench- The orders respecting the garrison, of the preceding year, 


ment of the f 3 k 
military esta- were in substance repeated, with the alteration, that the two 


blishment at $ 7 

sor oe companies of infantry were, in future, to be commanded by 
Lieutenants only :—the President, and First of Council, who 
were to be Captains, were to have no pay, in time of peace, and 
the duty was to be done by an Aid-Major, or Adjutant, who 
was to have four shillings per day, pay, and twenty shillings per 
month, maintenance, being the sum allowed for Aid-Majors in all 
the Company’s other military stations :—the troop of horse and 
company of artillery, formed of the civil servants, were still to 
continue embodied. 

The observations made in the instructions to Bombay were 
repeated, respecting the reference made to the King by Parlia- 
ment, on the subject of the Company’s rights, and the granting 
commissions to their Captains to seize Interlopers; describing 
them to be “ mal-contents, quondam Committee-men, and 
« Adventurers, who have sold their stocks at high rates, and 
« want to buy in again at low.” © 


The 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Fort St. George, 22d January and 
29th February 1691-92, Copy of Sir John Goldesborough’s Instructions, 29th February 


1691-92. 
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The Court’s instructions for BENGAL, in substance, were, 


that it was to remain an independent Agency, till Mr. Charnock’s 
removal or death; in either event it was, again, to become sub- 
ordinate to the Fort ;—that it was proper in Mr. Charnock to 
make the presents he mentioned, to the Nabob ;—that the Facto- 
ries at Malda, Dacca, and Patna, were to be withdrawn, pro- 
vided a sufficient quantity of saltpetre could be procured at 
Hughly, one thousand tons of which was to make part of the 
investment for the season ;—that the remainder of the invest- 
ment (five hundred tons) was to be filled up with the best Bengal 
goods that could be procured, and the Armenians were to be 
encouraged, as much as possible, to bring down finer goods from 
the Upper Provinces. | 

As the Court were, as yet, ignorant of the station which 
Mr. Charnock might have been able to fix on, for a Factory, they 
directed, that the mint should be established in whatever place 
he might reside; and repeated the orders, referred to in the 
dispatches of this, and the preceding year, that no correspon- 
dence should be held by any of the Company’s servants, with 
the Interlopers, or their agents. © 

The instructions for BrENcoo En refer rather to the arrange- 
ments which Sir John Goldesborough was to make, for extending 
the trade, and employing means for its security, than to any 
expedients beyond those already adopted, by the Agent and his 
Council :—meantime, the proposal of forming a Settlement at 

VOL. lII. Q | Sillebar 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council of Bengal, 22d Janvary and 
29th February 1691-92. 
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Bengal to be 
again subor- 
dinate to the 
Fort, after 
Mr. Char- 
nock’s death 
or removal. 


A military 
guard to be 
formed at 
Bencoolen, 


114, ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. III: Sillebar was rejected, but an allowance given to employ six or 
| 1691-92, eight Bugguesses, as a life guard to its Chief or King ;—that 
= =F twenty or thirty Madagascar blacks should be trained as soldiers, 


and, as a distinction, have a red coat and cap, but not the custody 

E- i of their own fire-arms, and always to be commanded by an Euro- 

pean officer :—the garrison was to be regulated by martial law, a 
and an armed sloop was to be sent from Fort St. George, for 

the protection of the Company’s trade. ®© 


Measures of The orders to the subordinate Factory at Tonęgurx, which, 

= the Agent at, $ 

= Tonquin dis- it appears, had still been continued, conveyed a disapproba- id 
approved, f 


tion of the proceedings at that Agency, both because the goods ] 
Sg sent were of inferior quality, and out of request; and because 

7 £30,000 stock had been left there, unemployed, or dead ; . 
the Agent, therefore, was, in general, ordered to purchase as | 


= much goods as possible, and to obey such instructions as he F 


might receive from the person appointed by Sir John Goldes- 


borough, to take off the remaining stock, and send it to Fort 
St. George, in aid of the Company’s investments from that 
_ Presidency. @) 


the 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council of Bencoolen, 29th February 
1691-92. 
} (2)—Letter from the Court to the Agent at Tonquin, 29th February 1691-92. 
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the instructions of the Court regarding both, specified in the 
preceding narrative, we discover, that President Harris had been 
obliged to remain at Surat, to restore, if possible, the Com- 
pany’s trade, to a situation in which it could be made pro- 
ductive ; but, that such was the subordination of the Factory to 
the Mogul Governor, that had he proceeded to Bombay, without 
permission, the Company’s servants might have been seized, and 
the trade exposed'to hazard. It is true, that this Presidency, 
at this time, had received the Mogul’s ‘“‘ Husbul-hookum,” or 
grant, for liberty of trade in his dominions ; but they continued 
to be of opinion, that no place but Bombay ought to be the 
chief seat of the Company’s commerce in India, because the trade 
at Surat was liable to continued oppressions by the brokers, 
who were protected by the Governor ;—any protection which 
the ‘* Husbul-hookum” afforded, was precarious, and the 
safety of the servants and trade uncertain, from the frequent 
piracies committed by ships, (whether Interlopers or actual 
pirates,) navigated by Europeans. A ship belonging to Surat 
had been attacked and plundered by a pirate of this des- 
cription, reported to be -English :—this conduct obliged the 
Governor to place a guard on the English Factory, for an 
embargo had been laid on all European shipping, without dis- 
crimination. From this distress the President had been partially 
relieved, in consequence of one of the crew of the pirate having 
been seized, and found to be a Dane, and from its appearing, 
in the sequel, that the commanders of several of the pirate 


Q 2 ships, 
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3 CHAP. UI. ships, to avoid disputes with the greater European Powers, 
1691-92. had represented themselves as belonging to that nation. C 
; President Harris and his Council, therefore, reported that 
unless effectual measures should be taken to seize on, and to 
prevent the appearance of vessels of this description in the 
Indian Seas, the European trade, particularly that of the 
English, would be constantly exposed to interruptions, if not 
to danger, for the Natives ascribed to them a knowledge, if not 

a connivance with those predatory rovers. 3 
Bombayide: Bombay, at this time, as a place of security, either for 


fenceless, 
from the re- the Company’s shipping or trade, was exposed to attacks, be- 


duced state of 

the garrison. cause the supplies which the Governor had requested, had not 
been sent, the numbers of the inhabitants, from the plague, 
had diminished, and the garrison been reduced; he, there- 
fore, repeated his request, that a large supply of recruits and 
stores might come on the next ships from Europe. Of the 
Company’s civil servants on the Island, only three remained 


alive, and the English officers and soldiers were few, and could 


not hold out, for any time, against an invader. 

The President next explained, that although two of the 
Company’s ships had arrived at Surat, from Bengal, the produce 
brought was inconsiderable, owing to the impression of danger 
from the French ships in those seas, from which these ves- 
sels had made a narrow escape :—the Court’s order for the 
homeward-bound -ships to sail round the North of Scotland, 


had been opposed by the captains, the President, therefore, 
instructed 
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instructed them, when they arrived at the Cape of Good ae 
Hope, to hold a consultation with the Dutch Governor 1691-92. 
and officers, the result of which, he trusted, would be, to 

induce them to obey the orders of the Court :—he then re- 

ported, that though favorable accounts had been received of 

the disposition of the new King of Siam, with respect to the 

English, he had not deemed it prudent to risk the Company’s 

stock in that country, but had sent a vessel to examine the 
practicability of re-opening the trade. 

The information closes with what often occurs among 
Agents, in remote Settlements, or disputes between the Governor, 
Deputy Governor, and Council, about precedency, and being 
attended with ensigns of dignity.” 

The Agent at Gomsroon, this season, does not appear to 
have conformed to the Court’s orders, regarding the large 
quantity of English broad-cloths, which it was calculated 
might be disposed of, in Persia; he stated, however, that 
the Dutch Ambassador had not succeeded in obtaining a 
monopoly of Caramania wool, or silk, but had so far gained 
on the Shahbunder and brokers, as to obstruct the sales of 
English produce at Gombroon, which had obliged him to 
pack the goods brought by the Rebecca, in bales, and to 


forward them to Ispahan, to be sold in that city; and no 
payments 


(1)—Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 19th June 1691. 
Letters from the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay to the Court, 27th 
October 1691, and 28th January 1691-92. 3 
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‘CHAP. III. payments had, as yet, been received of the two years’ customs 


ee 
1691-92. due to the Company.) 


Military ope- The events at Forr Sr. Grorcre and in Benca, during 


rationsinthe |, b TE 5 
Carnatic, be- this season, are rather of importance, from the political cir- 


tween the ar- a à 
mies of Au- Cumstances under which both of those stations were placed, 


zungzebe and ; 5 ; o : 
the Hindoo than from the exertions which the President or Agent of either 


ine had made. Those dissentions between President Yale and his 
Council continued, which had induced the Court to appoint 
Sir John Goldeshorough to be Commissary General :—this ani- 
mosity was so marked, that the General Letters to’ the Court, 
during this season, were signed by the President only, and not 
by the Council; these dissentions were peculiarly unfortunate, 
from the continuance of the war between the Mogul and the 
Hindoo Chief, or Ram Rajah, which exposed the provinces to 
depredations, incompatible with trade :—it is, however, inte- 


resting to collect, from the narratives of the Presidency of 


Madras, the events which occurred during the latter years of 
Aurunzebe’s reign ; and they have this degree of authenticity, 
that they are thé reports of individuals interested in them, 
) à _ from a sense of their own safety. | 

oe It appears, that the strong station of Gingee, into 
ae which the Hindoo King, or Ram-Rajah, had thrown himself, 
still enabled him to hold out against the Mogul army, com- 
manded by Zulfaker Khan, and that, during the long siege 
which that officer had conducted, he had made little or no 


impression on the place :—this the President accounts for, by 
| the 


(1)—Letter from Agent Gladman to the Court, 18th July 1691. 
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CHAP. III: 


the supplies for the Mogul Army, both of men and money, ~ 
1691 - 92. 


being intercepted in passing through countries occupied by 
the Hindoos, and from a large body of the Mogul troops, 
under Sultan Azem-Darah, haying separated from the main 
army. This account coincides with the details of the historians 
of the times, of the civil wars which were beginning, between 
the Emperor and his sons, who were each taking measures to 
ensure his succession. 

Continuing the account, that Gingee still held out, the 
Presidency stated, that the Mogul had sent a large army, under 
his youngest son, Khan Buksh, and the Vizier Assed-Khan, to 
reduce Gingee, and to extirpate the Hindoos in the Carnatic ; 
concluding, that, from the uncertainty which the Presidency felt 
respecting the result, though they had hitherto, during the three 
years which the siege had continued, only expended £500, 
in presents to the Chiefs, and had been able to keep on 
friendly terms with both parties, yet, as the Mogul commander 
had sent notice of his being within seven days’ march of the 
Fort, farther presents, to the amount of ten thousand pago-. 
das, would be required, to prevent the place being exposed 
to a higher demand ; and added, that though they were in a 
state of peace at Madras, they were not in security, and there- 
fore requested a reinforcement, of from two to three hundred. 
soldiers. ` ! r 

It is remarkable, during this state of warfare in the coun- Fort St. 


á David, or 
try, that the Presidency had purchased Tegnapatam, and the Tegnapatam, 
d : fortified, 
title had been secured by a grant, under the seal of the Hindoo 


Kine 


D? 
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CHAP. III. King, and by a Cowl from the Subah of the Carnatic, and that 


1691-92, this town had been walled, and bulwarks made to it :—in the 


—— 


correspondence it is, for the first time, denominated Forr Sr. 
Davip. This acquisition appears to have been viewed with 
much jealousy by the Dutch, who refused to pay the same 
customs of two and a half per cent. to the Company, at the port, 
which they had formerly paid to the Duan, notwithstanding 
the English Agent claimed on the principle, that the place had 
heen sold by the Hindoo King, in full right to the Company, 
and confirmed by the Subah’s Cowl:—the Dutch, however, 
refused the payment, and the Agent at Fort St. David’s laid 
an embargo on the Dutch goods, till they should acquiesce in 
this rate of custom. 

The Presidency described, at the same time, the low state 
of the Dutch trade, that they had fixed their chief station, 
or residence, on the Coromandel Coast, at Negapatam, and 

=` that the French had remained quiet, during this year, at 
E Pollicherry. 
= The measures adopted for reviving and establishing the 


hed, en ord . c 1 
ee Tieta BexcaL, are detailed in the Madras correspondence ; 
Agency fixed o Hi Wiesel: 

in which it is intimated, that fifty thousand pagodas were 


intended to be sent to Mr. Charnock, who had dispatched a 
ship for England, without previously intimating the circumstance 
to the Presidency ;—that the residence of the Agent was 
at CHUTANUTTEE, and though protected by about a hundred 
soldiers, he had not been allowed to build a fortified Factory, and 


storehouses. This defenceless situation, the President ascribed to 
the © 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


the Governor of Surat having retained the Phirmaund for Ben- 
gal, till restitution should be made to him of the goods taken 
from the merchants in the late war ; and added his opinion, that 
without such Phirmaund, it would be impracticable to settle the 
trade in Bengal, with any prospect of safety or success. 

The President, on the subject of trade on the Coromandel 
Coast, reported, that, from the wars in the country, the price of 
provisions and labour had risen so high, that there was great 
difficulty in procuring calicoes and piece-goods ;—that exertions 
would be made to obtain an investment of those articles, both at 
Fort St. David and at Vizagapatam, and that they had sent to 
Bengal, with Mr. Charnock, a stock of 210,000 pagodas, besides 
powers to recover about 400,000 rupees, in debts and remains, 
left in that country; of whom, however, they complain, for 
having acted without the President’s orders, and for not having 
afforded them any accounts of his proceedings. | 

The only information respecting Brncooxren, during this 
season, appears on the Madras advices, at which station, as if 
by contagion, similar dissentions among the Company’s servants 
had arisen :—the Agent, Mr. Sowden, had been recalled, and 
Mr. Fleetwood sent from the Fort, to take charge of the 
Settlement. 

The Madras letters complain of want of information from 
Tonauin, and request the Court to send out a person, -properly 
qualified, to take charge of that Factory. ; 

VOL. III. R 


(1)—Letters from President Yale to the Court, 25th May and 20th November 1691. 
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1692-93. 


amne 
ee 


CHAP. III. — Tur Court’s instructions to the foreign Settlements of the 


YS . . . . 
1692-93. Company, in this season, are extremely limited, no orders hav- 
P ing been sent to Fort ST. Grorcr, BENGAL, or BENCOOLEN, 
ada affects probably from thei having entrusted the whole of the mea- 
sections sures to be adopted, at the two first of these stations, to the discre- 


e — et TT TT Ce a, 
v 
CR ne mee e ae A e a TAS diii 


i reign Sete tion of Sir John Goldesborough, from whom, at this time, they 
had not received any communications, respecting the actual 

state of either of those Settlements; and from their having con- rt 

fided entirely in Mr. Charnock, in Bengal. It is remarkable, $ 

however, that the equipments of the season were larger, and 

the stock greater, than either had been in the preceding year. ; 

ee: peupmacnts The equipments consisted of eleven ships :—of the first fleet 4 


E eos of six sail, three (the Charles the Second, the Sampson, and 7, 


 ofthescason. the Berkeley Castle) were consigned to’ Madras and Bengal; - 


= oad 
n tad 


two, (the Modena and Elizabeth) to Bomaay and Surat, with 
a stock of £100,000; and, subsequently, another ship (the 
Resolution) to Bombay, with a farther stock of 50,000 in 
bullion. As the season advanced, four more large ships (the 


Defence, Princess of Denmark, Royal James, and Mary) were 


dispatched to India, and a small vessel to Sr. HeLena and 


BENCOOLEN.. 


On 


` 
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On the Modena, besides other articles, a thousand pieces of CHAP. III. 


broad-cloth were sent, with an order to forward them, with the 
utmost expedition, to Persia, unless they could he disposed of, at 
very high rates, for ready money, at Surat or Bombay. The 
only general instruction of this season was, that the President 
should remain at Surat, till the investment for the season could 
be completed ; and, subsequently, that he was not to remoye to 
Bombay, till farther orders. To promote the Company’s trade 
on the Malabar Coast, the Armenians were to have the use of 
the Company’s warehouses at Carwar, to lodge their goods, on 
paying at the rate of four per cent. per monsoon, for this accom- 
modation. © | 

The instructions to the Agent in Persra, corresponded with 
those detailed for Bombay :—he was directed to send the thou- 
sand pieces of cloth from Gombroon to Ispahan, by the first 
conveyance, and himself to proceed to that city, to concert with 
the chief of the Armenians, respecting the measures to be 
adopted for promoting the Company’s interests; and to get some 
young men, who had embarked from England, accommodated 
at Ispahan, to acquire a knowledge of the Persian and Arme- 
nian languages, to qualify them to conduct the Company’s com- 


mercial concerns in that kingdom. ©) 


R 2 Several 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Bombay and Surat, 1st 


April 1692. . 
(2)—Letter from the Court to the Agent at Gombroon, 1st April 1692. 
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CHAP. III... Several interesting circumstances occurred at Surat and 


1692-93. Bompay, in the season 1692-93, respecting the conduct of the 


The obstruc- S s alee 7 
Fon of tha Mogul towards the Company, and the proceedings of the French, 


eee in that part of India. 


from Surat to p ilori ~ > 
Meca ibe The annual voyage of the pilgrims, from Surat to Judda, 


source of the a © > - 
es granted ANd thence to Mecca, formed an important part of the Maho- 


By the Mo- medan religion, and, as will appear in the sequel, it was the 
English. duty of the Siddee, as Admiral of the Mogul fleet, to convey 
‘them to Judda, and return with them to Surat. During the 

war with the Company, compliance with this part of their reli- 

gion had become difficult, and frequently impracticable, and 

had the Presidency of Bombay, during the war, been aware of 

this circumstance, and captured some of the principal pilgrims, 

the release of Mr. Harris might have been effected, and peace 
obtained on more favourable terms; for he now gave it as 

`~ his opinion, that the real cause of the Mogul having g granted 
peace to- the English, was to allow a free passage, to and 

T = from Judda, to the pilgrims. A rupture, also, had taken place, 
Y -atthis time, b etween the Mogul and the Portuguese, for the 


p y 


ge ` Siddee ee had landed with a body of POOP: to attack the fort of 


= mein Bassein. _ 

C ‘The F ech The force of the French, on the West of India, was disco- 
fleet apture 

: s 3 Abe _vered, from the incident ai their fleet having captured, on the 


ips. llth October 1692, the Elizabeth, one of the Company’s ships, 


ği within 


inp 


3 


ites 


N 


a A W AT 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 125 
within fifty leagues of Bombay; and though the capture is de- we 
692-93. 


scribed as having been made, after a sharp engagement, resistance 
appears to have been fruitless, for the French fleet consisted of 
one ship of sixty-six, one of sixty, one of forty, and one of twenty . 
‘guns, sent from Europe, rather to make captures, than to 
prosecute trade. This opinion was corroborated, by the chief mate 
of the Elizabeth, who was released on the arrival of the French _ 

fleet at Surat, to whom the officers had communicated their 

real intention, in coming to that port, to be, to withdraw their. 
Factory, unless they should take a prize that would furnish 

them with a stock to open trade. 

Agreeably to the character of that people; the’ French 

Factory at Surat had taken advantage of the disputes, between 

the President and Mr. Vaux, the Deputy Governor of Bombay, 

both to injure the trade, and to excite jealousies of tlie English, 

but the order of the Court to suspend Mr. Vaux in his Goyern- 

ment having arrived, the other Members of Council were recon- 

ciled to the President, and signed the General Letter ; suspicion, 
however, was attached to Mr. Vaux, from the circumstance of 

his having purchased the Company’s- ship, Elizabeth, from the 
French, on his own account. j 

The advices from Surat contain a series of complaints Trade de- 


pressed by 


against the Interlopers, or that their ship, the Success, had the Interlo- 
5 ? 2 ? pers, Englislr 


been at Swally, though, from the weak condition of the Pre- Pirates, and 
5 Permission 

sidency, and the capture of the Elizabeth, it was impracticable, Ships- 

either to seize on this vessel, or to prevent her commander from 

trading ; but that they had written to the Dutch Governor of 


the 
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| i ae S the Tape of Good AON, to detain her, on nes pete to Eng- 
i 1692-93. land ;—that the captain of the Company’s ship Benjamin, 

| 

l 


though disposed to obey the’ orders to seize this Interloper, 
had it not in his power to make an attack, his crew having 
refused to fight. 

The Presidency, also, stated, that if means were not 
adopted, to check the piracies committed by ships bearing the 
English flag, in the Red Sea, the whole of their concerns at 
Surat would be impeded, if not endangered, because the 
Natives identified these English pirates, with the ships of the 
Company. 

Besides aaeucion to their trade, from these known de- 
scriptions of Interlopers and pirates, anew order of rivals to 
the Company had arisen, in what the Presidency termed ‘“ Per- 
mission Ships,” or vessels who had obtained licences from the 
Company to make a voyage to the East-Indies, under certain 
conditions, the masters of which, instead of adhering to such 
conditions, had acted in the same manner as Interlopers, of a 
less defined character; the Presidency, therefore, requested, 
that such “ Permission Ships” might not, in future, receive 
authority to trade in the Indian Seas. 

© ‘The Presidency, in general, represented the circumstances — 
of Bomsay, as follows :—that they had not been able to carry the 
Court’s orders into effect, on account of its defenceless situation, 
and the low state of the garrison, and that these circumstances’ 
made it impracticable to revive either the Courts of Admiralty, 


or Judicature :—that the forfeited lands had been restored to 
washes bas i such 


aO 


are 
y 
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such of the owners as had proved faithful to the Company, SBS It. 


ae 


and the like favor would have been extended, even to the Jesuits, 1692-93. 


if they would have given an obligation to bring their case before 
the Court of Judicature, when it should be re-established. These 
circumstances had rendered the Presidency at Surat, as well as 
the Governor of Bombay, anxious that the Company’s authority 
should be established by Act of Parliament :—in the hope ot 
this event, every exertion should be made, to put Bombay in 
the most respectable state of defence, and to strengthen the 
Settlements at Retorah and Tellicherry, to enable each to protect 
the districts in their vicinity. 

On the subject of trade, the Presidency reported, that the 


ships would be dispatched for Europe, as soon as the French 


Duplicity of 
the Arme- 
nians, in their 


. ` 5 transactions 
fleet left Swally river; but complained of the Armenians, with the Pre- 


for having refused payment of the credit which the Com- Se. 
pany .had on them, for 50,000, under the pretext, that they 
had not received any advice, authorizing them to make such 
payment; and, when this pretext was compared with their 
actions, the duplicity of their character had become eyident, for 
they refused to bring down their goods, to go in the Com- 
pany’s ships for Europe (five bales, only, being loaded on their 
account) and yet offered Bengal goods for sale, to the Company, 
at exorbitant prices :—hence it was evident, that they would 
not aid the Company in making the investment, on account of 
the risks they supposed they might run, from the existing war 
in Europe. This conduct the Presidency represented to be an 
improper return for the protection they had received, and a dere- 


liction 
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CHAP. HI. liction of their friends ‘‘ in the hour of need,” and if the President 

1692-93. and Council had not granted bills, on their personal credit, to 
the Armenians for fifty thousand rupees, the investment must 
have failed for this season :—This representation of the con- 
duct of the Armenians carries with it some degree of doubt, 
from the President and Council having requested the Court to 
grant to them, the same liberty of trade, as they had given to 
the Armenians. ® 

The Court do not appear in this season, to have received any 


information from Prrsra, on the state of their affairs in that 


kingdom, either directly from Gombroon, or indirectly from Surat. 


i Borya oisit The intelligence from Forr Sr. GEORGE, this season, is 


H bad . " - . . 
1 eae ~“ also limited, being confined to an account of the arrival of Sir 


Madjas: John Goldesborough, who sailed from England in March 1692, 
arrived in Ballasore Roads on the 3lst October, and at Madras 
on the 23d November ;—it, therefore, can only be collected from 
Sir John Goldesborough’s report to the President of Surat, dated 

= — the 13th December 1692, that he had established President 

" ia | Higgenson i in the Government, in the room of President Yale; 

a ca T desiredithat the two Phirmaunds, relative to Fort St. George, 

__ which had been sent to Sir John Child, should be returned, and 
nee | a ecmcveny possible effort should be made to strengthen the Fort 
ea. of Retorah, and to seize the Tnterlopers : at Surat. @ 

— n ae => > Affairs 


Fr 


ve 


opse from the Presidency of Surat to the Court, 11th Janvary and 11th 
- February 1692-93. 

= (2)—Copy of Sir John Goldesborough’s Journal, March to November 1692.—— Letter 
from the Presidency of Fort St, George, to the Presidency of Surat, 18th December 1692. 
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Affairs at Brncoorren, this season, previously to the ‘Gee 
Agent’s receiving notice of the arrival of Sir John Goldes- ae 
borough, remained in confusion, from the dissentions between taken of the 
the Agent, Mr. Sowden (who had been displaced, arid suc- Bencoolenby 
ceeded by Mr. Fleetwood) and his Council ;—the Settlement a ae 
had been involved in a war with the Natives, which had ex- 
hausted the stock, and enabled the Dutch to engross the 
pepper trade :—the station at Indrapore had not been with- 
drawn, from the impracticability of bringing off the guns, and 
from the effect it might have, in encreasing the influence of 
the Dutch :—it was, however, admitted, that Bencoolen had 
become more healthy than formerly; and that a supply had 
been received of nearly two hundred Caffres, part of whom 
had been disciplined as soldiers, but the greatest number 
employed in building godowns, or warehouses, and on the 
fortifications, which were represented as having been unskil- 
fully planned, from being commanded by a high hill in the 
immediate vicinity. 

Sir John Goldesborough, to remedy these evils, had sent Sir John 


Goldes- 


Mr. Wilson to be Second in Council, with a considerable supply boronghia 
plan for the 


of stores and ammunition, one ensign, one serjeant, and twelve poenang 
of the settle- 


European soldiers, to reinforce the garrison, ordered the forti- ment at Ben- 
fications to be encreased and strengthened, new storehouses 

to be built, to contain from five hundred to a thousand tons of 

pepper, barracks erected for the soldiers, and houses for the 
negroes, but in situations which would render revolt difficult. 

To cover these charges, the Agent was directed to improye the 


VOL. III. S revenue 
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1692-93. couragement and accommodation to such Chinese, as might be 
disposed to settle at the place, under the Company’s protection. 
Mutiny at The Interlopers, among other insidious projects, had as- 


St. Helena, i wae ; : 
in which Go- serted, that the Company governed their Settlements by martial 


vernor John- 
ae kil- law, only:—this law they represented to be contrary to the 
rights of Englishmen, and an arbitrary rule, which ought 
not to prevail in the most distant of the British dependen- 
cies. The Court, although it could have obviated this 
i = aspersion, by reference to their having established Admi- 
ralty, and other Courts of Justice, at the principal Settlements, 
were obliged so far to yield to popular prejudices, as to sus- 
pend. the operation of martial- law at Sr. HrLENA, a station 
at which the East-India shipping could only touch for refresh- 
ment. The effect of this suspension was, what always occurs, 
when popular clamour about liberty, obliges any administration 
to substitute rules not applicable to the case :—A small ship, of 
> a hundred and five tons (the Francis and Mary) fitted out in 
England for the Coast of Guinea trade, put into St. Helena in 
ge distress, on the 3d of April 1693 :—the distress was occasioned 
ae by a mortality among the crew, and the vessel could not pro- 


yy. 
Eo ane ceed, without obtaining from” the Governor, six additional hands 


a z 
e, ne 


zà 
vee 


NP 


En to navigate her :—these men, by the interruption of martial 
| Jaw, were ready for mutiny, and having corrupted some of the 
soldiers, 


i | - (1)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Court, 1st February 
1692-93.—— Letter from Sir John Goldesborough, and the Council at Fort St. George, to the 
Agent and Council at Bencoolen, 1st March 1692-93. 


CHAP. III. revenue, as far as circumstances would allow, and to offer en- 


Pi O 


~ 
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soldiers, after disarming and imprisoning those who refused, © CHAP. I, a 
plundered the Company’s stores :—in the resistance made, the 1692 93. 
Governor (Captain Johnston) and the captain of the vessel, — Š i psi 
were killed; the mutineers made their escape, and took with ME aa 
_ them twenty-seven persons, including women and children;— 7 
leaving, thus, evidence of the danger of introducing undefined 
notions of freedom in a garrison, instead of governing it by 
strict military discipline, which alone is suited to a remote 
station. = 

On receiving information of this event, we shall subsequently Captain 


find, that the Court appointed Captain Keeling to be Governor eee 


of the Island, and sent reinforcements of troops and stores, to Island gme 


reduce the Place to obedience. r 
S 2 


(1)—Narrative of the Rebellion at St. Helena, April 1693. 
(2)—Letter from the Court to the Governor and Council of St, Helena, 3d sia 


1693-94. 
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1693-94. 


H S— 
Te 1693 - 94. Directors; during the season 1693-94, called for new efforts from 
f New Charter 
to the East- the Adventurers, or Proprietors, and discover, that, at home, cir- 
3 India Com- 
; pany, 7th cumstances were recurring, the effects of which on the Company’s 
ctober 
ob 1099. (5 rights and trade could only be provided against by temporary 
uham and 
Mary.) expedients, though, in the sequel, we shall find, that those expe- 
i 


dients were neither calculated to remedy, nor to remove the evils : 
—in like manner, the Court could only devise measures for 
their foreign Settlements, which events, in India, rendered it 
impracticable to execute. ) 

It has appeared, that Indian affairs had been a subject 
of discussion in Parliament, and that the result had been, a 
reference to the Sovereign, for adjustment; it has, also, 
ap eared, that difficulties had arisen from the Private Traders 


> Interlopers at home, who were working on the credulity 


of the public, by specious projects of encreasing the exports of 
British staples and merchandize, and of larger and more profit- 
F an “able imports of Eastern produce, which would augment the 
a commer ce of the kingdom, and extend the navigation, or shipping 
interest. These speculations were popular, at a period when the 
war had for its object, to balance the power of France, and 
to 


CHAP. III. Tae events which appear in the proceedings of the Court of 
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to lessen the resources by which that ambitious monarchy was CHAP. NT. 
proposing to depress the Maritime Powers of Europe. 1693 -94. 
The result of the reference to the King was, that instead of 
the Company obtaining a confirmation of their Charter, by an 
Act of Parliament, they received a new Charter from the 
Crown, dated the 7th October 1693 (5th William and Mary) 
confirming all their former privileges, nearly in the same terms 
as originally granted by the Charter of Queen Elizabeth 
In this new Charter, the legal objection to the Company’s pees Ni 
former privileges (or that they had forfeited them, by the non- 
payment of a duty of five per cent. on Joint Stocks, levied by 
an Act, 4th and 5th William and Mary, cap. 15, sect. 10 and 
12) was removed by the King,. who re-granted to the Company 
all the privileges specified in former Charters, and ratified all 
the acts done by the Company, since the 24th March 1693, 
containing only the restriction, that this new grant would be 
revoked, if the Company did not comply with the alterations 
which the King might think proper to make, before the 29th 
September 1694, and subjecting them to the payment of 
£9,300, as their proportion of the duty imposed by the pre- 
ceding Act. | 
Besides these public conditions, the Company came under Company ene 
er into an 


an obligation to the King, to export, on the ships of the season, obligation 
to export 


English manufactures, to the value of 2£150,000; and, in Sreo Oooo 
; à £ 7 : ritish ma- 
compliance, we find, that they shipped 450,000 in cloth for nufactures, 
the 


(\)—Letters Patent granted to the East-India Company, dated 7th October 1693: 
(5th William and Mary.) (Printed Collection of Charters, page 141.) 
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CHAP-IL- the Persian market, only; explaining, that they were in- 
1693-94, duced to make this effort, by the conduct of the Turkey Mer- 
chants, who had represented themselves to be the only exporters 

of English produce, and that the East-India Company had, 

on every occasion, endeavoured to lessen the importance of 

the Turkey trade to the realm. To repel this attack of the 

Turkey Company, the Court determined to push. the cloth trade, 

in Persia, to the greatest possible extent, and expected, that the 

returns would be made in Persian silks, by which they hoped to 
undersell the Turkey Merchants in this article, and thus demon- 
strate to the public, the value of the Company’s trade, both in 


its exports and imports. 


Additional This Charter had existed but a few weeks, when, on the 


Charter, of i à 7 ` 
11thNovem- same basis of Letters Patent, it was again confirmed, on the 11th 


ber 1693, for a £ f 
augmenting November 1693 (5 Wiliam and Mary). The object of this re- 
the Compa- ' ) : 

ny’sstock, newal appears to have been, to empower the Company to add 
for defining PP ` ; l pany 


ee £744,000 to their stock, and to limit the duration of their 
Dethe qeali- exclusive privileges, to twenty-one years from that date. This 
A grant, besides, specified regulations for the management of 
orner this additional stock; requiring, that the subscribers should 
take an oath, that the stock was for their own use ;—£1,000 
stock to entitle to one vote, as far as £10,000; but no person 
to have more than ten votes;—a Governor, Deputy, and 
twenty-four Committee-men, to be elected in April, in each year ; 
—the Governor and Deputy to haye £4,000 stock, and each 
Committee-man £1,000 stock ;—the Company to hold Ge- 
neral Courts, and make Bye-laws; and not to licence any 


private 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


ee ee 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY 135 


private ship to go to the East-Indies, under penalty of forfeiting CHAP. tir 
their Charter ;—they were to export £100,000 of British 1693-94. 
produce, annually ; and the dividends were to be paid in money, 


only. 


The circumstance of paying the dividends in. money, is phenewies 
chiefly memorable, from its being in contrast with the practice £744,000 
of the Dutch East-India Companies, each of the Chambers of 
which paid their dividends, partly in money, and partly in pro- 
duce. The Court agreed to continue their books open for this 
new Subscription to the 10th January 1693-94, when, from the 
large sums subscribed, as early as the 3d of that month, or 
£719,000, it became evident, that not only the whole sum 
of £744,000 would be subscribed, but an amount which would 
much exceed it, and oblige the Court to reduce the proportion 
of each subscriber, . that the whole sum might not exceed 
£744,000 ;—and this effort, the Court trusted, would induce 
Parliament to confirm their Charter. These public acts, and 


the measures which the Court adopted, to obtain rights, or to 


repel the’ pretensions by which their opponents, the Interlopers, 
were endeavouring to prejudice the public opinion against them, 
explain the real state of Indian affairs, at home, at this crisis. 

In the beginning of this season, the Private Traders, or cous me 
Interlopers, fitted out vessels, particularly the Interloper Hud- paining, the 
son, who had escaped with his ship to India :—alarmed at this Interlopers. 
public invasion of their rights, the Court determined to obstruct 

him 
(1)—Letters Patent granted to the East-India Company, dated 11th November 1693 
(5th William and Mary.) (Printed Collection of Charters, page 152.) 
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GHALI. him in-his trade, by directing their servants to bribe the Native 


1693-94. Governors to refuse him access to the markets; and, as early 


as the month of May, a subscription of £400,000 (which after- 
wards became part of the 4744,000) was employed, to bear 
down, in the home and foreign markets, two other Interloping 
ships, which had taken advantage of the interval, between the 
Old and the New Charters, to slip out to India :—this effort was 
made, at the period when the Court were waiting for the King’s 
approbation of the New Charter, and its passing the Great Seal. 
In this state of anxiety, they directed the Presidencies in 
India to solemnize this confirmation of their power in the most 
public manner, not only that the event might make an im- 
pression on the Natives, but, fix the character of the Inter- 
lopers in India to be that of unauthorized traders, and a 
class of people almost ranked with pirates. At this time, also, 
the Court resolved to put an end to the Permission Trade, (as 
it was termed), as soon as the New Charter should go through 
all the forms; and, in fact, this was the first effect of it, for 
the Court refused to comply with the. request of the Presi- 
dency of Surat, to grant to them, or their other servants, the 
same liberty of trade as the Armenians enjoyed ;—hence, by the 


_ second new Charter, and by the regulations under it, the Per- 


there, who was to be allowed two per cent. commission for his 
trouble, and to be responsible for the obstruction of the Private 


_ Traders. 


< : ies . : In ` 


Oh 
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In the progress of the season, the Court had recourse to a CHAP. Il 
new expedient for destroying the Private, or Interloping Trade; 1693 - 94. 
—it had been found, that, after all the efforts to prosecute them 
in courts of law, after granting commissions for seizing them, 
and bringing them to condemnation, &c., they still rose up, 
under new pretences, and under new forms, and agitated the 
public mind, by specious projects for increasing the general 
trade of the country, while, at the same time, they were, in fact, 
the authors of all the interruptions, as well as calamities, which 
the Company had so recently experienced from the Country q 
Powers; it was, therefore, resolved, to purchase the stock 
and shipping of the principal Interlopers, to accept, as ready 
money, on the Company’s account, the value of the two ships 
(the Edward and the Henry) which had sailed to India, and to 
admit them on the Company’s books ; conceiving, that, by this 
expedient, they would be able to absorb the Private Trade, 
(which was really such,) and to make a distinction between it | 
and the Interlopers, who acted partly as such, and partly as 
pirates, and had given occasion, by their evasion of payments to 
the Natives, and by their depredations, to those seizures of the 
Company’s stock and goods at their Factories, by the Native 
Governors and by the Mogul’s orders, from which the Company a ] 
had suffered such repeated losses, and (as we shall find in the 
foreign transactions of this season) interruptions in the agree- 
ments which they had made with the Native Merchants, for 
providing the investments. This project the Court explained, by 
repeating the opinion which appeared in the instructions of the. 


VOL. III. T preceding ~ 
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dia, and Sir 
John Gayer 
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Governor of 
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preceding years, that such Interlopers and pirates had not only 
been the source of all the Company’s sufferings in India, but the 
catise of that discredit, which had heen, so often, brought on the 
English name, in the East-Indies. These events discover the 
reason, Why the Court returned to the system which they had 
adopted, when they placed their whole interests in India under 
the administration of Sir John Child. l 

In the preceding season, the Court had appointed Sir John 
Goldesborough to exercise unlimited powers and control over all 
their Settlements, in what they termed the South of India, by 
the title of Commissary and Supervisor, but, in this season, 
he was appointed General in India, and to have his chief resi- 
dence at Fort St. George, with the same powers as exercised by 
Sir Jobn Child ; and appointed, also, Sir John Gayer to be Lieu- 
tenant General under him, and Governor of Bompay, and Chief 
of the Company’s Factories in the North of India, to reside at 
Bombay, and to succeed Sir John Goldesborough, in case of 
death, as General at Fort St. George, with power, without 
advice of the Council, to dismiss any of the Company’s servants 
who might disobey his orders, or act improperly ; with the ex- 
ception of President Harris, and Mr. Annesley and Mr. Weldon, 
Second and Third of Council at Surat, who were to continue to’ 
administer the Company’s interests at that port. 


The substance of Sir John Gayer’s. instructions was, to 


turn all the Company’s effects into money, to add to the fund. 


for investments, to bring the remains from the subordinate 
Factories on the Malabar Coast, to Surat or Bombay, and 
always 


> 
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always to have in readiness, a large quantity of pepper and CHAP, It. 
cotton wool, to meet the arrival of the shipping. 1693 -94, 
It was under these circumstances, and subsequent to the Equipments, 


stock, and 


grant of the New Charters, that the equipments of the season camperia 
orders, for 


were encreased to thirteen ships, of from one hundred and twenty, the season. 


7 


to seven hundred tons, which were appointed to sail in two fleets, 
one in January, and the other in March 1693-94. Two ships 
were to proceed to Cadiz, to obtain bullion, to be coined in the 
Company’s mints in India, and one yessel, of two hundred tons, 
to go direct to Amoy, in China, to attempt a distinct trade with 
that country. a 

The instructions, respecting the Poesi voyage, given 
in the last season, were receded from, on account of the 
sickness of the crews, at the rendezyous at Barbadoes :—to 
prevent the enemy from obtaining intelligence of their reute, 
the sailing orders were issued by a Secret Committee, which 
directed that, in case they missed the Dutch fleet at the Capé} 
of Good Hope, they were to proceed to Galway,’ in Ireland) 
and there to wait for orders, as to the mode of returning to 
England. | yi 
For providing an investment, the Presidency of Surat were 
authorized to draw on the Court (as the Armenians had refused: 
to answer the credit on them) for £50,000, above the stock sent, 
‘and none of the Company’s stores were to be sold, unless they 
produced double the invoice price. In the list of articles for the 
investment, it was specified, that £100,000 vous be ee 


in procuring indigo and chintzes. 


T 2 The | 


ir. 
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Ts eel The separate orders to Bombay were, that the Governor, 


93-94. should, on no account, comply with any part of the demand of 
Military i in- 


‘ Rausing» for the Portuguese, for customs at Tannah and Caranjah :—he was 

3 i to keep up the garrison to two companies of effective European 

| ~ infantry, for which one hundred and twenty recruits were to be 

embarked on the ships of the season ; and he was to he careful, 

piyi that the auxiliary native soldiers were to consist of as many of 
F ; the same cast, as he could engage. “ 

j A akete: SEN = The trade to Persia, during this season (as mentioned in 

EE- E E the instructions to Surat and Bombay,) had become, from the 


I conditions under which the new grants were obtained, an im- 
portant subject of consideration to the Court, because the sales 
z of cloth, to the amount required, would be impracticable in 


India, unless a vent could be opened for them, in Persia. 


In the Court’s instructions to the Agent in Persia, to promote 
this sale, he was enjoined to collect as much Persian silk 
me inte wool, as could be procured by partial barter ; 

and, to enable him to prosecute this plan more afiicially: 
are establishment in Persia was augmented, and was, in 
futu ure, to consist of a Chief, four Factors, and four Writers ; 
and the ] Factories at Gombroon and Ispahan to be permanent ;— 


the Ch hi Aee masaa place, as it might appear 
m Si ost advantageous for the promotion of this enlarged 


—and 1, that the Company’s servants might be qualified to 
wee isimi = vay i take 


- 
> 


hi BP Mit i 
)—Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Surat, and the Lieutenant General and 
ent, Ist and 24th May, 27th October 1693, and 3d January 1693-94. 


Bors Sir John Gayer’s Hpsisuotione 26th May 1693, 


aai EE ts ® 
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take charge of the subordinate duties, the Writers of this CHAP. m. 
season were to reside in the houses of Armenians, to study 1693 - 94. 
their language, and acquire their method of conducting 


business. 


Under these general orders, as the King of Persia had Ee eee 
offered the whole of the silk in Persia to the Armenians, for E eee 
payments to be made within three years, the Agent was (™n's, ob 
empowered to take one-third of the silk from the Armenians, °°!" siik. 
on the Company’s account, provided they would agree, that the 
remainder should be put’ on board the Company’s ships for the 
Europe market, assigning as their reason for this expedient, 
that the French war had interrupted the Turkey merchants in 
their imports of silk, and that this article had risen, both in 
request and price. 

It was farther directed, that the English cloth should be 
consigned to the principal Armenian merchants, at Julpha, pro- 
vided it could be bartered for silk, or ready money, or even for 
one-third in money, and two-thirds in silk :—the orders. for 
Caramania wool were general, or to obtain as large a quautity 
as might be practicable, or, as much money and wool as the 
state of the trade would bear, to be forwarded to Surat, but 
with a prohibition to send any money to Bengal. © 

The Court’s instructions, this season, to Fort Sr. GEORGE, bedi 4 


and their commercial orders and regulations, both to this Pre- Madras and 


Bengal. 
sidency and to BexcaL, are so much blended with each other, 


: that 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Persia, 24th May, 27th Octo- 
ber 1693, and 3d January 1693 -94. 
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È rD a a 
CHAP. III. that the. regulations: must come in detail for each, though the se 
SSS < 
1608-94. commercial orders were distinct. 7 
4 J mS = red! H 
: Hapse of The information regarding the New Charters, as given to. é 2 it 
ommons mE 
pass a vote, Bombay and Surat, and the progress of the subscriptions, are- E 
declaring the a ‘Tee 
right of all repeated ; but, towards the close of the season, a gloom seems i 
Englishmen i 


© tradeito rather to have overcast the prospect of advantages from these 
e East-In- $ 


oe dies, unless Charters for ae vote of the House of Commons struck equally. . "a i 
prohibited by x . f 
eee at their principles, and at their conditions :—by this vote it was 
1am . 

declared, that “ it is the right of all Englishmen to trade to the 

bs gu East-Indies, or any part of the world, unless prohibited by 
“ Act of Parliament. 2 i i D 
Company's | Without attempting to examine the political circumstances 
stablish- f 
noA he wh produced this vote, it is „Sufficient to notice its effect on the 


Coast to be 
soaps to Court, which expressed its L EnEigns to the Presidency of 
fort St. —— 
ooga Bot Fort St. George, that the Interlopers would take advantage of ran 

t. David, re. 

and Vizaga- jt, and send out new equipments, against which they were = 
palam, 


ordered to provide by every possible effort. After repeating the 
information to the Presidency of Fort St. George, that Sir 


John Goldesborough had heen appointed General in India,” and 
Sir ` John Gayer, Lieutenant General in the North of India, 
wit! h succession, the separate instructions consisted in a re- 
‘ition gi “the nites not to resettle. Masulipatam, Mada- 
li (fn ‘Conimere, but to confine the Company’ s stations on 
vein Coast, “to Fort St. George, Fort St. David, 


ři agapatam (leaving Mr. Charnock with the sole au- 


thority at at Bengal) ;¿—to -invite the mer stants, at the Factories 


which were to- be withdrawn, to settle at the Fort, and at 


gasit be bivalve 310% j Sf Fort 
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Fort St. David ;—to establish the mint, and to send such ed peta j 
as they could coin (particularly silver fanams) to Bengal, which 1693-94. 
would pass current, both in that country, and at-Bencoolen ;—to 
adopt the same measures, respecting the Interlopers, which were 
prescribed to the Government of Surat and Bombay ;—to have 
always two or three hundred tons of pepper in store at the Fort, 
and the like quantity at Fort St. David, to meet the shipping ;— 
to sell all the Company’s coasting ships, and to hire small 
vessels of the Armenians for that trade, for i which, on no 
account, the Company’s shipping were either to be detained, or 
employed ;—to send home the remains of all goods at Tonquin, 
Malacca, and Batavia, and to strengthefi the fortifications, both 
at the Fort, and at Fort St. David, the garrison having been 
supplied with seventy soldiers, by the ships of this season.) 
The separate orders to Forr. St. Davip were, in the first Separate in- 
letter specifically addressed, by the Court, to the Governor of garding he” k 


revenue of 


that place (Mr. Hatsell), bymo means to agree to the abatement Fort St. Da- 
vid. 

of customs which had been claimed, because the revenue and 

trade at Madras had increased, since the customs at that Pr esi- 


dency had been fixed at five per cent. 


The instructions of the Court to Brencau were, that, Bengal (after 
i i à Char- 
during Mr. Charnock’s life, he was to be vested with the sole Mtis death) 
. . À in render- 
authority ; but towards the close of this season, on receiving <5 subordi- 


intelligence 


è 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Fort St. George, loth April 1693, 


` and 2d February 1693-94. 


(2)—Letter from the Court to the Goyernor and Council of Fort St. David, 3d January 
1693-94. 
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CHAP. II. intelligence of his death, and that Mr. Ellis was appointed to 
1693 - 4. succeed him, the Agency of Bengal was again rendered 


St George, subordinate to Fort St. George;—that greater responsibility 


Boral A. might be attached to Mr. Ellis’s situation, he was to have 


bono the sole nomination of the Council, and Chiefs of Factories, 
and, at his discretion, to reduce the Factories at Dacca and 
Malda, and to settle a Factory at Seerpore. ‘As the seat of the 
Company’s trade was fixed at Coutanurrrer, the revenue from 
it had become a subject of attention, but the plan ‘at Madras 
was only to be adopted by degrees, for fear of- offending the 
Nabob, the station being still an open one :—the Interlopers 
were to be obstructed, by every means which attention could 
devise, or money procure, particularly by purchasing all the 
goods they might need, for ready money, so as to disappoint 
them in their assortment, that they might return to England 
without cargoes :—force, however, was not to be. employed 
against them, unless they attacked the Natives :—a thousand 
tons of saltpetre was always to be kept in store, and a large 
quantity of Bengal silk provided :—and for the better regulation 
of ithe gency a Court of Judicature was to be established, to 
take cognizance (as far as might be practicable) of all disputes, in 
the » progress of the Company’s business.) YK RAO) - 
EI does not appear, in this season, that the Court had 
received an j information fr om BENCOOLEN, upon whieh specific 
; cou d be grounded, for they only express their 
a Py nee ‘dissatisfaction 

(1) —Le fae s from the Court to the Agent and Council in Bengal, 10th and 28th April, 
and | 27th Octol ober 1692, and 3d January 1693-94. 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 145 


dissatisfaction at the small cargoes of pepper which had been CHAP. m. 
collected, and stated that thirty soldiers had been sent, as a re- 1693 - 94. 
inforcement to the garrison. 


Though the trade to Carna had been interrupted and irre- A vessel sent 


to Amoy, to 


gular, and the Factors, from time to time, withdrawn, we find, make another 
experiment 


that, in the enumeration of the equipments of this season, one ves- of trade in 
sel (the Dorothy) was consigned to Amoy in China; and from the 
instructions given to Mr. Langley, the supra-cargo, it appears, 
that this was a voyage of experiment, only, for he was to proceed 
first to Batavia, to dispose of what cloth he could, and to pur- 
chase provisions for Bencoolen :—at this port, he was to receive 
pepper, and proceed to Chutanuttee, where he was to sell part 
of his cargo for money, and take in goods suited to the China 
market :—he was then to touch at Malacca, where he was 
to sell part of the goods for dollars, spices, and rattans, and 
thence sail to Amoy. These orders concluded with a list of 
the China articles, which, at this period, were suited to the 
English market, or Nankeen silks, damasks, sattins, velvets, 
(plain, flowered, and embroidered) gold-thread, raw-silks, 
China and lacquered ware, a good quantity of fine tea, and 
some fans and screens. 


VOL. HI. U The 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council at Bencoolen, 3d January 
1693-94. 


(2)—Instructions from the Court to Mr. Langley, Supra-cargo of the Dorothy, on her 
voyage to China, 24th January 1693-94. 
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CHAP. IlI. 


1693 - 94. 


The trade of 
European 


merchants of the Court in this season, were unimportant, farther than as 


Surat prohi- 
bited, in con- 
sequence of 
Surat ships 
being captur- 
ed by English 
pirates. 


ANNALS OT THE HONORABLE 


The events at Surat and Bombay, communicated to: 


they mark the precarious situation of the Company’s trade: 


and interests at Surat, in consequence of the suspicion enter- 


tained by the Governor, and by the Mogul, that the English: 


were parties in the piracies, committed on Surat vessels, in the 


Red Sea. 


The Mogul, at the same time, was disposed to re-admit 


the English to their privileges of trade at Surat, and in the 
western ports of his dominions (as mentioned in the Annals. 


of the preceding year), and to make restitution of seventy- 


three thousand rupees, as the value of the goods plun- 
dered from their Factory, during the late war; but as the 
pirates, who were reported to be English, had captured 


another Surat vessel from Mocha, a general order was is- 


sued, to suspend the privileges of trade enjoyed by the Eu- 
ropean nations (English, Dutch, French, and Portuguese), 


which, for a considerable time, not only stopped the in- 


vestment, particularly of indigo and cotton, but prevented the 


payment of the compensation by the Mogul’s ‘officers :—after 


much negotiation, however, through the Governor, who was 
satisfied that the East-India Company had no connexion with 
the pirates, the investment was allowed to proceed, and pro- 


mises given, though not fulfilled at the close of the season, that 
the 
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the losses sustained, by the violence of Muchtar Khan, would CHAP. IIL 
finally be refunded. 1693 -94. 
The Presidency of Surat had not been able to establish any 
inland Factories, to facilitate the purchase of goods :—consider- 
able quantities of pepper had been collected at the stations on 
the Malabar Coast, which remained in the warehouses, from 
want of shipping to convey them to Europe, and eleven thousand 
maunds of coffee had been imported from Mocha, which would 
form part of the investment, but that cotton-yarn could be 
obtained only in small quantities. 
The events in Persra were, also, in this season, uninteresting. 
It appears, only, that the Dutch (notwithstanding their em-. 
hassy, and the presents they had given) had not been able to 
obtain a Phirmaund for trade, and that the competition, be- 
tween them and the English, remained nearly under the same 
circumstances, as in the preceding year. An unforeseen difficulty 
had arisen, from the appointment of a new Khan of Caramania, 
who appeared to be rather unfavourable to the English interests, 
and who could be conciliated, only, by large presents, his au- 
thority being necessary to obtain that proportion of Caramania. 
wool, which the Court had. required :—under these difficulties, 
however, the Agent and Council had complied with the Court’s 
orders, respecting wool, rhubarb, and lapis lazuli, and were 
collecting a considerable proportion of wool, for the shipping of 
the ensuing season :—Notwithstanding the confidence placed 
U2 i in 


(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 28th April, 12th 
May, 15th September, 31st October, and 19th December 1693. 
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in the Armenians, this people had entered into a speculation 

3-94. of purchasing shipping, that they might engross the carrying 

trade, between Persia and Bengal, which would diminish 

the amount expected from the Company’s consulage, and the 

é - moiety of the customs at Gombroon ; for four hundred tomands, 
only, had been received, as part of the customs of 1692.0) 


Memura of The information from Fort Sr. Grorcr and BENGAL, in this 
ir Jobn 
2y Goldes- season, communicated the measures devised by Sir John Goldes- 


borough, for 


improving horough at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and Vizagapatam ; 


the Com- 


ae pany's affairs those which he devised for restoring the Company’s commercial 
5) S25 on the Coro- te} 3 


oeng interests in Bengal; his death; and the circumstances under 
which each of these stations were placed, after this last event 

had deprived the Company of his services. 
ae = Agreeably to his first instructions, as Comimssary, or Su- 
pervisor, Sir John Goldesborough, after establishing Mr. Hig- 
ginson, as President at Fort St. George, proceeded, on the 13th 
June 1693, on his tour of inspection. He began with a survey 
of Fort St. David, where his attention was directed to keep in 
check the pajoe of the Dutch Factory, at Cuddalore :—he 
n, t the Dutch had landed a considerable quantity of 
ordnance a nd military stores, at Fort St. David; which they re- 
-presentei ed as intended for a projected attack on the French settle- 


a ET E E HS 


ment at ae of which they got possession in 1693. | 
is inc i ana emorable, rather from the importance of Pon- 
in after times,’ winen it became the seat of the French 


power 


 (1)—Letters írom the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 6th June and 
2th h August 1693. 
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power in India, and the subject of so many treaties, than from Coa 
the effect which this first capture of it had, on the relative in-- 1693-94.. 


terests of the European Maritime Nations in India. Jealous, 
however, of a new friend, but an old rival, it was determined, 
on consultation, to desire the Dutch to remoye their guns and 
stores out of the English bounds at Fort St. David; and to 
prepare this station for any emergency, the works were formed 
into a regular fortification, and trees of quick growth were 
planted, to mark the limits of the English settlement. After 
taking these precautions, it was resolved to fix the duty on. 
customs at the same rate as at Madras, or five per cent: on. 
goods shipped from Porto Novo, and the land customs at the 
port of Cuddalore, on cloths, silk, indigo, saltpetre, drugs, and 
metals (gold and silver excepted), at two anda half per cent. 
It was not, at first, considered prudent, from the short time 
which had elapsed since the possession of. Fort St. David, to 
impose any quit-rents on the houses; but, subsequently, a 
duty was established, payable from the Ist July 1693, on all 
houses, both in Tegnapatam and Cuddalore, of from four 
fanams to eight rupees, each house, according to its size and 


trade :—licences, also, were issued, for retailing tobacco and 


beetle leaf, which were farmed, for one year, at eleven hundred. 


chuckrems, each chuckrem being estimated at ten fanams.. 
Before quitting Fort St. David, Sir John Goldesborough made 
an agreement with the merchants for an investment in cloths, to 
the amount of twenty thousand pagodas. 


Having. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


150 -ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. IL ‘Having adopted these measures for the safety and revenue 

1693-04, of this new establishment, Sir John Goldesborough returned to 
Madras, on the llth July 1693, from which, after leaving 
general instructions, he proceeded, on the 29th July, to Vizaga- 
patam, and on his arrival, on the 2d August, found that the 
Factors at that station had completed their purchases from the 
Gentoo Merchants, for the investment of the season, to the 
amount of twenty thousand pagodas. 

Se Sir John Goldesborough, conceiving his presence to be re- 
quired at Bengal, left Vizagapatam, and arrived at Chutanuttee 
on the 12th August 1693, and discovered that the Company’s 
affairs were in the greatest disorder, either from their servants 
being incompetent to, or negligent of their duty. Mr. Charnock 
died before the arrival of Sir John Goldesborough, and his situa- 
tion of Agent was filled by Mr. Ellis, the next in seniority. 

On taking a review of Mr. Charnock’s proceedings, Sir 


John Goldsborough gave it as his opinion, that the talents and 


i services of this Agent had been greatly over-rated, for though 
Z he had'acted with honesty, as far as regarded the Company’s 


Jee 2 interests, he was indolent and indecisive, and at no time had 
a oe Sik l Aea he dishonest dealings of those serving under him ;—an 
aS oni ston Whe h is strengthened by a retrospect of his conduct in 
o, late war, in jr , which, though the Court did not impute blame 
im, they had censured his timid and obsequious measures, 
ST ad been overlooked, only, when contrasted with the rash 

and improvident proceedings of Captain Heath. Besides this in- 

dec cision, Sir John Goldesborough notices a trait in his character, 

: '. which 


sI 
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which always attends timid men, when placed in difficult situa- CHAP. II. 


tions, or a low artifice, which encourages dissentions among 1693-94, 


subordinates, to fix the attention of the Court on the miscon- 
duct of inferior servants, as haying occasioned the failure of his 
own measures :—nor did Sir John Goldeshorough consider Mr. 
Ellis, who succeeded Mr. Charnock, to be possessed either of 
talents or virtues, which would qualify him to discharge his 
duty, for he described him, also, to be of an indecisive cha- 
racter, unfit for such a situation, and, therefore, immediately 
superseded him :—but, what strongly marks the necessity of 
more able Agents in Bengal, was, his not being able to fix on 
any other of the Company’s senior servants, qualified for the duty, 
conceiving all of them to have acted with such impropriety, that 
he was obliged to suspend his choice for a considerable time, 
but, at last, decided m favour of Mr. Eyre, the Chief at 
Dacca. 

Having, in this manner, given a form to the Agency in. 
Bengal, Sir John Goldesborough began with making a reduction. 
of above four thousand rupees, per annum, in the Company’s 
establishment at Chutanuttee, and particularly of the military 
guard, of which a Captain Hill had the command, a man whose: 
character he described to have been factious and irregular, in the 
extreme; he, therefore, ordered this officer to Madras, that his 


conduct might not again disturb the Company’s interests in Ben- 


gal, reduced the soldiers to twenty, with two serjeants and two 


corporals, and allowed the soldiers four rupees each, per month, 
which. 
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QHAP. Hi. which he considered to be a more ample allowance, than the 
1694:04: troops.of any other éstablishment.i in India received. 
On examining the commercial proceedings in Bengal, 
Sir John Goldesborough found that the Agent had contracted for 
an investment of a lack and a half of rupees, above what the 
stock or cash could pay; that the shipping of this investment 
had been retarded, by the order of the Mogul (refer red to under 
the head of Bombay), which the piracies in the Red Sea had 
provoked ; but that the Mogul officers were at variance with 
each other, in enforcing “this order, the Governor of Hughly 
being friendly to the Company, while the Nabob of Dacca, and 
the Governor of Ballasore, were inimical. a - 
— his appli- The last proceeding of Sir John Goldesborough, in Bengal, 


cation to the 
Governor of appears to have been an application to the Governor of Hughly 


s Hughly, to 
ae oe cee to obstruct Captain Pitt, a determined leader among the In- 
. Interloper. terlopers, who had arrived in the river, on the Ist October 1693, 


with a large vessel, and a valuable cargo :—the application 
proceeded on a reference to the late war, which had been owing 
a to the encouragement given to the Interlopers, and concluded 


ie gel that if this person should be allowed to 
ess 


e, the ee must again remove from the country, it 
pues to trade, if exposed to the resentment of 
Rowers, . from the conduct of men acting v without 


of the ne iat In answer, the Governor of- 


u G Oe ey 
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W hile ‘Sir John Goldesborough was pursuing these prudent ae 
and spirited» measures, his death, in January 1693-94, left the 1693-94. 


i Does Pee 3 i ` . rh ee Death of Sir 
Company’s affairs in Bengal to the management of Mr. Eyre, John Goldes. 


who had not*reached Chutanuttee in time to profit by the in- "3" 
structions Of the Commissary, whose impartiality had placed 
him in that rank. 

“When accounts reached Madras of the death of Sir John 
Goldesborough, and when the Government was left to President 
Higginson, till Sir John’ Gayer could arrive from Bombay, the 
situation of ‘the contending armies in the Carnatic materially 
affected the Company’s settlements and trade :—as yet, the long E 
expected Phirmaund, for confirming their privileges, had not ar- 
rived, though so large a bribe as twelve thousand pagodas had 
been given to Zulfaker Khan, the Mogul General, to purchase 
‘ his good offices in obtaining it; and this affords another evidence _ 7 
of the large expences so frequently mentioned, which the Com- T 
pany had to incur, in acquiring the seats of their trade. 

The Mogul army, which had so long besieged Gingeey pict of Dr. 
at last found it necessary to retire, and to adopt new, though alive ket 
more slow means, for reducing it, or getting possession of Zalik A 
the smaller forts in its vicinity, that they might effectually Ma Ge. 
cut off supplies of provisions being sent to the Ram-Rajah, a 
and the remains of the Hindoo army, which had taken “shelter 
in this strong fortress :—an incident, however, at this crisis, 
occurred, which proves that the Mogul power in the Carnatic. 
was on the decline; the Hindoo Rajah, who had possession of 
Tanjore, and who still had been able to defend that country, 


. 


VOL. HI. x i was 


` 
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CHAP. III. was deemed so formidable, that a peace was concluded between 
93-94. him and the Mogul, which, by recognizing his authority, lefta ~ 

_ Mahratta station established in the Carnatic; and yet the par- 
-` ties of the two contending armies continued an irregular war- 
fare, which drove many of the Natives to seek protection at 
Fort St. George, and, at the same time, the report of Zul- 
faker Khan’s intending to proceed against Tanjore, drove 
many of the inhabitants to Cuddalore and Fort St. David. If 
this influx of inhabitants, in the first instance, had the effect of 
s encreasing the revenues, it afforded an opportunity to those, who 
W ; had found shelter, to give information to the Mogul officers of 
i the magnitude of them, which excited an alarm, that a large 
t ; demand might be made on Madras and Fort St. David for a 
j tribute :—it soon appeared, however, that tribute was not the 

a, object of the Mogul officers, but to get possession of the whole © 
of the English property, by corrupting some of the Company’s 
"servants to betray both stations to them. Fort St. David, 
being the weakest, was first thought of, and the surgeon 
~ of the place, a Dr. Blackwell, who ‘had, from his profession, 
got access to the Mogul’s camp, became, for a large bribe, the 
instrument of the enemy ;—in return, he was to be made Go- 

ernor | WAPO orto Novo, » and to hold it under the Mogul’s pro- 
: o tection. Blackwell’s treason was fortunately discovered, and he 
ee haart seized and carried to Madras, , where he made a full confes- 
ae sion. It was at first intended to send him direct for England, but 
the President was obliged to detain him, (though his liberation 

ras frequent ently demanded pyr the Mogul ofticers) till it could be’ 


p'r? 
RISE? s ascertained 
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ascertained. what claims might be made on him, which, from, CHAP.IIr. 
his being a Company’s servant, the Presidency might be abies 1693 - 94. 
to refund. 

During these events, the President informed the, Gotan Several Fac- 


' tories on the 
that he had complied with their orders to withdraw the Factories ret with- 


from Masulipatam, Madapollam, Pettipolee, and Conimere, the ae 
accounts of which were to be carried into the Fort St: David. 
books, and was endeavouring to induce the merchants, at those 
stations, to live under the Company’s protection, and to reside 
at Fort St. George and Cuddalore ; but that he had found it. 
impracticable to comply with the Court’s orders respecting the 
investment, from no treasure having been sent to him, and goods. 
to the amount of £15,000 only, and from a debt of twenty 
thousand pagodas haying been incurred, in purchasing that 
proportion of the investment, which was intended to be shipped 
for Europe. 

Mr. Higginson, at this juncture, informed the Court, that The Prince's > 


Nishan for 


the Presidency had received Prince: Khan Bukst#'s Nishân, and, peiin mo- 
the Grand Vizier’s Perwannah, empowering them to coin rupees ; Fortreceived. 
but such was the scarcity of silver, that they were unable to, 
avail themselves of this advantage. 

On the subject of the Corporation of Madras, oD, sacl Court’sorders 


forimproving 
the President had received the Court’s orders, . it was foundstheCorperatt 


on at Madras, 
difficult to reduce the number of English exercising the jmpractica- 
office of Aldermen, because the Armenians refused to accept. 
the office; the Jews, qualified . for it, had left Madras ;, the 7 
Portuguese were unwilling to officiate, from fear of their coun-_ 


KADRA trymen 
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as CHAP IU trymen settled at St. Thomé; and it was not safe to confide j 
1693 -94. in the Moors or Mussulmen. 
Situation of There does not appear to have been any direct communi- 
affairs at Ben- 
coolen, cation from BEencooLen, this season; but, from the Madras | 
correspondence, it can be collected, that Mr. Holcomb, whom 
Sir John Gayer had appointed to proceed to that station, had, 
_ under various pretexts, declined the duty, and, therefore, the 
5 Company’s affairs in that quarter remained in confusion, their 
books not having been made up for some years, and the Factory 
at Indrapore deserted. 


()—Sir John Goldesborough's Diary, June to August 1693.—— Letters from the Pre- 
sident and Council at Fort St. George to ‘the Court, 17th June 1693, and 17th February 
1693-94.—— Letters from Sir John Goldesborough, and his Agent and Council, in Benga to 
a the Court, October and November 1693. 
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1694-95. 


Ir the applications of the Company, -to have the’ rights 
-under which they had hitherto acted, rendered more perfect; 
by having them founded’ on an Act of the Legislature, had, 
in the preceding season, produced only new grants from the 
Crown, on the 7th October and llth November 1693, their 
efforts on the same subject, in the season we are about to 
review (notwithstanding the attempts to absorb the funds 
and interest of the principal Interlopers) continued to be 
ineffectual :—this disappointment was the more severely felt, 
from the large addition made to the Company’s stock, deemed 
equal to the estimated magnitude of the East-India trade, and 
from the obligation they had come under, to export British 
produce to a large amount. Their rights, however, during this 
season, remained on the same basis, without any other altera- 
tion, than a confirmation, by Letters Patent, dated the 29th 
September 1694 (6th William and Mary) of the two Charters 


before mentioned, with the object of giving validity to certain 


CHAP. Iii. 
a 
1694-95. 


Additional 
Charter 
granted to 
the Compa- 
ny, specify- 
ing regula- 
tions for the 
management 
of their af- 
fairs. 


regulations devised for the internal management of the Com- 


pany’s business, in general, or rendering the application of cash 
subject to the orders of a General Court, and that any eight 
Adventurers, possessed of 21,000 stock each, might require a 


General Court to be held, on eight days’ notice :—A proviso, 
. similar 
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CHAJ D similar to that which i is to be found in all the Charters, was in- 
1694-95. 5. serted in this ;. that should these privileges not be found profitable 


s to the King and to the Realm, they should, on a notice of three 
years being given under the Privy Seal or Sign Manual, be 
declared void,” 


cies, we have to follow their proceedings, at home and abroad, 
resorting again to expedients calculated to impress the nation 
with a just opinion of the magnitude. of their efforts, under 
the difficulties which they had to meet and to overcome, 
didga period of general ; war in Europe; and endeayouring, 
_ by corresponding expedients, to obviate the infringements of 
~ grants and privileges by the Indian Powers, in the purchase 
i iof which they had expended those immense sums, now almost 


sunk into an unproductive, or dead stock. 


Plani for the ae In the preceding year, the Court had appointed Sir John 
rrespond- ae 
a SE Gayer to he their General, with powers similar to those exer- 
Court, and 
appointment cised bys Sir John Goldesborough ; and the more fully to impress 
r .of a Secret gi Y 


Committee the different Presidencies and Councils with their dissatisfaction,at 
for shipping, SES AS 
n ot having re received specific intelligence on the state of their affairs, 


podz from their orders not having been complied with, it was 


Č 


declared t H be an. established. regulation, that all orders sent to 


twelve Directors, except ' such as should regard the sailing of the 
homeward-bound s ships, which were to proceed from a Secret 


Bi eat 


819 
f ae es Court 
odr ila bas ROTE MIO. $ OF 3D oT afar 9 y4; 


Letters Patent, dated 28th September 1604, (5th William and Mary). (Printed 
Collection of Charters, page 169.) 


; _ While the Company’ s rights were open to such contingen- 


ia. hould be be signed | by t the Governor, Deputy Governor, and. 


(CORN appointed for, that purpose :—this resolution the i 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


from sending la orders, as the state of their affairs required, 


from not having received any statement of their debts, credits, 


and remains, particularly from Bombay, and from the ship Mo- 
dena not having arrived from Surat, circumstances which had 
compelled them to lose the first of the season in dispatching the 
ships to India ;—that, notwithstanding such untoward events, 
they were resolved to equip four large ships for Surat and Bom- 
BAY, one or two of which, according to the circumstances of 
the trade, were to proceed with a large assortment of woollens, 
and other British produce, for the Persian market. 

As the commercial orders this season chiefly originated in 
the Court’s anxiety to meet the public wishes for encreasing the 
export of British woollens, and as the principal market for the 


sale of them was expected in Persia, it may be proper to bring 


into notice the orders immediately applicable to Surat and Bom- 
bay, in their connection with Persia. 

After referring to the misfortune of the Company’s ship, 
Berkley Castle, having been sunk in the Channel by a French man 
of war, which had prevented the dispatching the first ships of the 


season, the Court ordered, that one of the ships, on its arrival, 


ae 


1694- Be! 


Commercial 
orders for 
Surat, Mo- 
cha, and 
Persia, 


should be dispatched from Surat to Mocha, to take in coffee, 
olibanum, and myrrh :—the captain and an Armenian merchant, ; 


who was to assist him, were to be allowed, as an encourage- 


ment, five per cent. commission :—from Mocha he was to return 


direct to England :—the Company’s ships were: not, in future, 


to touch at Cong, but to go direct to Gombroon, and all the 


lesser 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


p 


T60 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. IH. Jesser country vessels were to be sold, as they had been attended 
1694-95. with an immense expence and risk :—though the insinuations 
against the Armenians had been received, the orders for fulfilling 
the contract with them, were continued, because the Court conceiv- 
ed that Armenian shipping, in India, would be of material advan- 
tage, as the duties which they paid at Fort St. George, amounted 
to a larger sum than what had been received from the Consulage 
at Gombroon :—if any Interloping Ship should arrive at Surat 
or Bombay, every expedient should be taken, to prevent her 
obtaining a profitable sale of her cargo, or an investment for 
$ Europe. 

If the Court’s instructions to Persa, in the preceding 
cloths order- Season, arose from the obligation into which the Company 
ed to be rais- : e $ 
edin Persia, had entered, to export a large amount of British staple and 


in conse- . 
quence ofthe other produce, and if, at that time, it was considered, that a 


captureof the 
English and small proportion of these goods could be disposed of in India, the 


Dutch Turk- i 
or aeae event of the capture, of the English and Dutch Turkey fleet, by 
~the French, in 1693, became a new incentive to the encourage- 
ment of the Persian trade, and to the reliance of the Court on this 
market being rendered profitable, by means of their contract with 
the Armenians, at Ispahan. The whole of the investment of cloth 
sent by the Turkey fleet to Aleppo, thence to be carried to Ispahan, 
having been lost, the Court directed that the price of the English 
loth exported by the Company, to Persia, should be advanced 
atleast £50 per cent.; and this trade would be attended with a 


= co o : _ double 


$. 


The price of- 
English 


ig Be. -aF ay nb 3. Letters from the Court to the General, President, and Council at Bombay and 
Surat, 6th June 1694, and 6th March 1694-95. 
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double advantage, if conducted with ability, for it might divert 
the long established course of the silk trade, between Persia and 
Aleppo, and render Ispahan the centre of it, where it might 
be exchanged, by barter, for the English cloths ; the silks procured 
at this capital must be sent to Gombroon, to be loaded on the Com- 
pany’s ships for Europe, which would render the East-India trade 
the means of increasing both the navigation, and the revenue of 
England :—every facility, therefore, must be given to the sale of 
woollen cloths, to enable the Court to send out another large 
stock, to Persia, in the following year, and fulfil the commercial 
obligation entered into, on obtaining their late Charter. 

The instructions of the Court to Fort Sr. Grorez, Fort 
Sr. Davip, and Brencat, this season, are limited, from the 
dispatches from those stations, in the season 1693-94, having 
been lost in the Berkeley Castle ;—we discover, only, the same 
circumstances regarding their Charter (detailed in the in- 
structions to Surat) with a repetition of the orders of the 
Court, to conform to those of the Secret Committee ;—Sir 
John Gayer had been appointed General in India, Mr. Hig- 
ginson Lieutenant General, and Mr. Hatsell President of 
Fort St. George, with seven Members of Council, who were 
to retain their seats, notwithstanding the controling power 
of Sir John Gayer :—Mr. Higginson: was to have the option 
of residing, either at Fort St. George, or at Fort St. David, 
and the Agency of Bengal was again to be subordinate to 

VOL. III. N Fort 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Persia, 30th March and 6th 
June 1694, and Sth March 1694-95. 
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Instructions- 
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Bay general, 
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patches being 
lost in the 
Berkeley 
Castle. 
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all MI. Fort St. George, in the same manner as previously to Mr. 
1694- T95. Charnock’s appointment 

Preanntons The report of the French equipment anden for. India, 
af Mest of nine ships, with twelve hundred soldiers and eight hundred 


George, and o 
Fot St Da- Seamen, necessarily created an alarm for the safety of the Com- 


vid, should 


the French pany’s Settlements; the Court, therefore, ordered, that the 


land at the 
Cromandel fortifications at Fort St. David should be strengthened, as much 


ae as might be practicable ;—that a proportion of Caffres, or 
blacks, should be disciplined to act as soldiers, taking care 
that they should be fresh men from Mozambique, who were 
‘ignorant of the Portuguese language, and, therefore, less liable 
to be corrupted; and that a large reinforcement of soldiers 
= (English and Swiss) would be sent, this season, to form an 
ass ~ additional company ;—that an attempt should be made to enlist 
some Armenians, as soldiers, to render the garrison more 
efficient, assigning as a reason, ‘‘ that every recruit sent from 
** England cost the Company 430 ;”’—in the event of the 
French appearing off the Coast, the volunteer troop of horse was 
to be kept in constant readiness to prevent the landing of the 
enemy, and all the boats, both at Madras and St. Thomé, were 
to be secured ;—farther, to be in a situation to resist, presents 
were to be made to the Mogul officers, to induce them to bring 
part of their army to act against the invaders,—an expedient 
probably suggested, by the Dutch having bribed Zulfaker Khan, 
the Mogul General, as well as the Ram-Rajah, to suffer them, 
without opposition, to attack and capture Pollicherry, . < 
DoT i The 


Lay 


— 
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The Court approved of the manner, in which the revenues of CHAP. Ub 


Madras had been managed, and of the building the new Town- ira 
Hall :—As a farther encouragement to the Corporation, the at ae 
Court recommended, that a Post Office and an Insurance Office, Erea hie 
should be established, and repeated the instructions, to offer Madras. 


encouragement to artists, who were eminent for ornamenting 
cloths, to settle at the Fort. 
The like encouragement was to be extended to Fort St. 
' David, in consequence of a Perwannah for that station having 
been obtained from Zulfaker Khan; and, on this ground, 
efficient measures were to be taken to encrease the revenue. 
From a deficiency of intelligence from Bencar, the Court en ae 


xed on, as 


directed, that either Mr. Beard, whom they had nominated, the Compa- 
ny’s chief re- 


or Mr. Eyre, who had been appointed by Sir John Goldes- a ip 
borough, (as the one or the other might be in possession of the ` 
office, at the arrival of the dispatches,) should be confirmed, and 
that, in future, Chutanuttee should be fixed on, as the chief 
residence of the Company’s Agent. 

In a similar manner, from not having’ received advices Free trade 


permitted at 


from Brncoorrn, it can only be collected from’ the orders to Bencoolen, 
on paymen 


Madras, that the Court continued resolved to maintain that oneal 
station, by allowing a salary to the Governor or Agent, of 
£200; to the Second and Third in Council, 100 ; to 
the Fourth, 50; and to the Fifth, 430 per annum; and 
that a free trade should be permitted at this Settlement, on 


payment of the Company’s established duties. 


MOY e The 
(1)—Letters from the Court to the Lieutenant General, President, and Council of Fort 
St. 
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EAE jc p  frameotehrrsr Yard ytes 

1694-95. ba 

sident Harris, The political and commercial proceedings, at Bombay and 

panel Mes at Surar, during this season (1694-95), are of that mixed 
kind, which renders it difficult to supply the defect of either, 

from the information of the preceding year, after the period of 

the death of President Harris, on the 10th May 1694, who 

eee succeeded by Mr. Annesley. 

poen A Sir John Gayer, on his arrival at Bombay, on the 17th 


oe May 1694, found the Company’s Government and trade in a 
miserable condition; for the revenue had been reduced from 
62,500 to 17,000 xeraphins, and the principal source of it, or 
the cocoa-nut-trees, from being totally neglected, had yielded a 
small sum only :—the order of the Court, respecting the forfeited 
estates, had been obeyed, and the lands restored to the pro- 
prietors, who had not actually assisted the Siddee in his invasion, 
on condition of paying one-fourth part of the produce, for the 
first year, as a fine ;—-but the garrison was weak, consisting 
only of about one hundred English, Dutch, and French soldiers, ; 
and, therefore, it would have been imprudent to have discharged 
the Gentoos, till a reinforcement should arrive from Europe. 
isio Sir John Gayer determined, however, to make Bombay the. 
centre of the English trade on the West of India, and as the 


Sapsi died two l season 
Shaw qg 3 ñ i l i 

Si Ge e, 28th February and 6tb March 1694-95.—— Letter from the Court to the Go- 
nor of Fort St. David, 6th March 1694-95.—— Letter from the Court to the Agent 
and Council in Bengal, 6th March 1694-95. 
a 
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season advanced, he requested a further reinforcement of sol- pela Os 
diers; for though forty-eight had arrived, it had been found 1694-95. 
impracticable to obtain either Madagascar blacks, or to induce | 
the Armenians to serve as soldiers. 

Efforts had been made to form Settlements on the West Permission | 


obtained to 


Coast, but these had been counteracted by the Dutch, who had pp eer ti- 


employed their habitual artifices, to prevent the establish- ingo Spr 

ment of the English, in the places at which pepper could 

be procured ;—Sir John Goldesborough had sent Captain 

Brabourne to form a Settlement at Brinjone, in the Queen of 

Attinga’s country, a plan which she opposed, though she 

granted permission to settle and fortify at ANJENGO, on con- 

dition that the Settlement at Brinjone should be withdrawn, and aca 
that the English would contract to purchase all the pepper her i 

country produced, and pay two and a half per cent. on all goods 


imported and exported, with a present of seventy-five Venetian 


. sequins. Sir John Gayer was of opinion, that if Anjengo could 


be made sufficiently strong, it would furnish a large quantity of 
pepper, cardamoms, &c., and enable him to withdraw the 
Factory from Calicut. An offer had, also, been made by the 
Rajah of Tellicherry, to allow the English to take possession of 


that place, and to fortify it, explaining, that otherwise he could 


no longer furnish them a proportion of pepper, from being un- 
able to defend his country :—this offer the Presidency would ac- 
cept, if they should receive the orders of the Court, both because 
the place was healthy, and better situated for the pepper trade 
than any other station on the Malabar Coast, it being estimated, 

‘that. 
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CHAP.II. that two thousand candies, of the best kind, could be annually 
1694-95. collected at this station. 

The Comps: Under these precarious circumstances, at Bombay and at 
ny’s credit 


lowered, by Surat, the commercial proceedings were necessarily fettered by 
the conduct | 


E the magnitude of their debt, and want of stock :—the President 
of Surat complained, that not only the stock sent had been incon- 
siderable, but that the creditors of the Company had become 
j urgent, from the misrepresentations of the Interlopers, who had 
reported the Company’s funds, in England, to be at the lowest 

ebb :—this report was seconded by the ship Henry, Captain 

White, which, at this time, arrived at Surat ;—the President, 

on this occasion, applied to the Governor, to interpose his 
authority to exclude this vessel from trading, and offered, in 

return, that the Company would employ their ships to conyoy 

the Mocha and Judda fleets, and protect their trade ; Mr. White, 
however, by the assistance of the French and Dutch Factories, 
received a pass from the Mogul, allowing him to trade, and all the 
President could obtain from the Governor was delay in dispatch- 

ing him. In this situation, the President endeavoured to come to 

“ey _ terms with Mr. White, by offering to him permission to return to 
rT Europe, on the terms of the Armenian contract, which he rejected; 
= and what added to this evil was, that this Interloper not only 
hag on board his own ship, but the Governor obliged the 
Presidency to become security for his good behaviour, under the 
penalty of- seizing the Company’s Factory. This event affords 
Sag another example of the impracticability, at so great a distance, 
ed fulfilling orders from England ; for, at the very time Presi- 
9 dent 
E 
Ee: 


a 
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dent Annesley was obstructing this Interloper, according to CHAP. IT. 
former orders, he received notice that the Court had purchased 1694-95. 
this ship, which, with the cargo, by this means, became the 2 
property of the Company ;—a measure, the nature, or the 
consequences of which, however commercially intelligible in 


England, it was impossible to explain to the Governor of 


Surat, or to his subordinate officers. h 

While the trade was under such embarrassments, the diffi- Diente 
culty of forming an investment may be collected, from the vena 7 
representation which the Presidency gave of the state of their from ER 


funds. Instead of receiving eight lacks of rupees from Bom- great debts. 
bay, they had only obtained three lacks and a half :—the Com- 
pany’s debt at Surat amounted to twenty lacks, and they had 
been obliged to raise an additional supply of one lack and eighty 
thousand rupees, to enable them to complete the investment for 
three ships. To raise this sum, they were forced to allow 
individuals to enjoy the privileges of the Armenian contract ; 
but after all these efforts, it could only be procured, by taking 
up money, by loans, from the Company’s servants. () 
The view of the Company’s trade and interests in Persia, The death of 


the King of 


during this season (1694-95), when compared with the instruc- konia check 
trade, till the 


tions of the Court to their Agent, and the information they had Company's 
received 
(1)—Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, 3d October 1694, 


11th and 16th February 1694-95.—— Letters from the President and Council at Surat to 


Contract with the Queen of 


the Court, 15th November and 8th December 1694. 
Attinga, for settling and fortifying at Anjengo, June 1694. 
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CHAP. Ae aor in; the preceding year, will again shew, that com- 
694-9: 95. >. pliance wi with orders must always depend on the political and 
shouldbe commercial si situation c of the country, in which those orders aré to 


firmed | 
E eie be executed. If, at rae it was an object to fulfil the obliga- 


mes 

an eat tion to « oe port al a lar 'ge proport tion of British woollens, to be bar- 

toaditor pe fon Per sian si silk, and other produce, and if the capture of 

the, Turkey Company’ s ships promised, that the market would 

tee mor nore open, the d death of the old King of Persia, in June 

1694, 694, required, tha that new applications for protection should 

be m ¢ made to ‘Sultan H Hossein. his successor; for, in Persia, 

the obligations o of the King, in such inferior matters as com- 

| mercial privileges, — were held to terminate at his death: and 
Re hence, the new § Sovereign was to be solicited to re-grant, or to 
- extend. them :—the Company’s Agent, therefore, explained, 

that it would be necessary to apply for, and obtain a new Phir- 

‘maund, nd, for o ote firming | the privileges which they had enjoyed 

un ade r the late , Sover vereign ; ; and that he would endeavour to have 
a clause a aiie Ided, exem pting the SR from giving large pre- 
sents to the I Khan, or t to the Shahbunder , but added, that he 
iged to ) give e two ‘years’ tribute to the Khan of 
ace ready had ripia, the purchasing of 
e extent of seven | ndred maunds ; a year :—the 
as ap peared in the preceding detail), had been 


rogres: s of oe i Eiai prhe, one hundred. and 
s t. 


- : seventy-two 


c ve pr e AS to ‘the Shahbunder, who had only 
paid the Compa ny’s customs to th Done, ‘Ast March 1691-92. In- 


Penne”. “H 
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seventy-two bales of Caramania wool, but had not been able to 
obtain any farther payment of customs, the Shahbunder, from 
an invasion .by the Arabs, who had plundered Cong, having 
been obliged to remove into the interior. 

The strength of the Arabs at Muscat, in shipping and 
forces, was, at this time, so great, as to excite an alarm, that 
they would obtain the command of the Persian Gulf. The 
Agent at Gombroon described the Arab fleet to consist of five 
large ships, on which they had embarked fifteen hundred men ; 
—that they had plundered Cong, to the amount of sixty thou- 
sand tomands; had captured a very valuable Armenian ship ; 
and apprehensions were entertained they would attack Gom- 
broon ;—that it was supposed the King of Persia would march 
an army to resist them, and the Khan requested, on receiving 
information that twelve Arab cruisers were in the Gulf, that 
the Company’s ship Nassau, then at Gombroon, should be de- 
tained for twenty days, to assist in the defence of it, to which 
the Agent had consented ;—farther, from the Kings of England 
and Persia being in alliance, that the English would employ 
their fleet in repelling the attack, as it was supposed the Arab 
vessels would turn pirates. In answer, the Agent reminded 
the Khan, that three years’ customs were due to the Company. 

These mixed political events explain the satisfaction which 
the Agent expressed, that the large quantity of cloth, which had 
arrived from England, had been consigned to the Armenians, 
and, from this confidence, he trusted, they would act ho- 


VOL. III. Z norably, 
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norably, as they were the best judges of the mode of bartering 
cloths, for money or silk, and could execute this part of the. 
order at less expence; but, an Agency and Council, (agreeably 
to orders) should be fixed at Ispahan, to watch their proceedings. 

The ship Nassau, with part of the cloth assortment, arrived 
at Gombroon on the 29th of January 1695, and immediate notice 
was sent to the Armenian merchants at Ispahan, with.a request, 
that it might be bartered for silk and money, with as little delay as 
possible. The Armenians, however, insisted, that the imports of 
cloth by Aleppo had not diminished, and that the merchants, who 
had been accustomed to receive a supply through this medium, 
would not easily be persuaded to break through an established 
trade ;—that silk had become dearer, and that they wished no 
farther supply of this staple might be sent, till the quantity 
received could be sold, and, therefore, requested the Agent might 
come to Ispahan, to assist them in the sales;—this he was 
the more disposed to comply with, from the Sub-agent at Ispa- 
han being of opinion, that two of the five Armenians, to whom 
the goods had heen consigned, were men of doubtful charac- 
ter, who would turn every thing to their own, and not to the 
Company’s advantage. After informing the Court that the 


cloths received by one of the ships (the Nassau) were in bad 
Condition, though those by the other ship (the Mary) had come - 
safe, the Agent, in consequence of being pressed by the Presi- 
dent of Surat for money, had been obliged to write to Ispahan 


© ta take up two thousand tomands, at interest, and that, as soon 


as 


ig eae 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


as the cloth could be disposed of, the proceeds would be sent to 
Bombay and Bengal, in aid of the Company’s investments from 
those countries. 

If the loss of the dispatches in the preceding year, from 
Fort Sr. Grorce and Beneat, in the Berkeley Castle, left the 
Court without information, respecting the trade at those Settle- 
ments, the still greater loss, this year, of their fleet from India, 
which was captured by the French, deprived them of intelligence 


respecting Madras ; for asingle dispatch, only, aided by some 


communications between Bengal and Bombay, remains, and 


-affords some general remarks on the situation of affairs in 


Bengal. 

On the death of Sir John Goldesborough, Mr. Eyre, whom 
he had appointed Agent (Mr. Ellis being dismissed), had taken 
charge of the Company’s interests, and, on the first aspect of 
them, had formed the opinion, that the reduction of the subor- 
dinate Factories had occasioned considerable difficulty, in pro- 
curing an investment to meet the ships of the season, and that 
SEERPORE, which had been recommended by the Court to Mr. 


Charnock, as a proper station for a Factory, could not furnish 


-one quarter part of the goods procured at Dacca or Malda :— 


these communications to the Government of Bombay, were 
transmitted to the Court, as early as the month of April 1694, 
Z 2 and 


(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 5th June and 14th 
December 1694, 10th January, 11th February, and 11th March 1694-95, and 27th March 


1695.—— Letter from the Armenian Merchants at Ispahan, to the Agent at Gombroon, 
March 1695. 
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CHAP. III. and they are illustrated by subsequent intelligence in the month of 
1694-95. December. At this time it was stated, that ‘“‘ a Husbulhookum”’ 


had been obtained, in the month of June, from the King, 
which had removed the general embargo on the trade of the 
European nations, and allowed them to recur to the exercise of 
their privileges of trade :—this relief had arisen from giving a 
small present to the Governor, which, in the opinion of Mr. 
Eyre, was preferable to sending a larger bribe to the Nabob, 
because, even im cases where his authority had been afforded, 
the inferior or subordinate officers, by evasions and by artifices, 
found means to prevent the Agents from deriving those advan- 
tages, which the spirit, or letter, of the order promised. 
From the mildness of the administration of the existing 
Nabob and Duan, the situation of the Company’s affairs in 
Bengal was much improved; but the Agent and Council de- 
scribed theimpracticabilityof obtaining a fixed station, from 
the opinion of the Duan haying been uniformly adverse to a 
positive grant being given; and that it would be difficult 
to raise a revenue, except under a Phirmaund, defining the 
Company’s right to a seat for trade.:—the partial duties, 
for instance, which the Agents had been collecting at Chuta- 
nuttee, amounted only to one hundred and sixty rupees per 
month; but they entertained the hope, that a grant might 
ultimately be procured, and, with this view, had endeavoured to 


obtain the lease of two or three towns, adjoining Chutanuttee, at 


the rent of two -or three thousand rupees per annum, at which - 


place, 
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place, under Sir John Goldesborough’s directions, expences had CHAP. 1u. 
been considerably reduced ; it had, however, become impossible 1694-95. 


to carry the Court’s instructions, for settling a Court of Judica- 
ture, into effect :—the Factories had been withdrawn from Dacca 
and Malda, agreeably to orders, but without those Out-stations, 
it would be impossible to collect goods for an investment, 
the re-establishment of them was, therefore, recommended ;— 
the death of the Nabob of Patna, it was expected, (as he had 
always been inimical to the English, ) would facilitate the 
purchase of saltpetre. The certificate of the amount of British 
produce, received in Bengal, had beentransmitted, as directed, 
to serve as a voucher to the Company, of having fulfilled their 
obligation with the King. 

Under this accumulation of difficulties, the Agent described 
the Interlopers to be encouraged by the Dutch, particularly 
at Hughly (twenty-four miles higher up than Chutanuttee), a 
station which afforded them great advantages over the Company’s 
servants in purchasing goods, as they had, from their having 
ready money, collected an assortment estimated at three lacks of 


rupees. 


(1)—Letter from the President and Council in Bengal to the General at Bombay, 16th 
April 1694. Letters from the President and Council in Bengal to the Court, 14th 
December 1694, and 15th January 1694-95. 
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1695-96. 


ene Ist ANOTHER year had passed over, without obtaining an Act of 


r p . 

pe 1695-96. Parliament, upon which the Company could rest their chartered 
Unsuccessful , x p ; 

efforts of the rights and exclusive privileges ; and, during that year, several 
Company to ‘ t jt 

obtainan Act events occurred, which urgently called for this protection from 
of Parliament 

for confirm- the Legislature. As in the preceding season, however, the Court 


ees ig m were obliged to struggle with adverse events, and to manifest a 
decided resolution to persevere in upholding the East-India trade, 
till the Legislature should ultimately grant what their conduct 
rendered a reasonable demand. 

—and for The Court, in this situation, informed Sir John Gayer and 


suppressing $ s . 
the Interlo- the Presidency of Surat, that the expedients which had been 


i - adopted, for suppressing the Interlopers, both at home and 
abroad, had failed :—at home, by the applications to have 
their voyages stopped, being refused; and abroad, by their not 
being excluded from the markets, though large stock had been 
z: employed, and though some of their vessels and cargoes had 
been purchased and absorbed in the Company’s trade :—after 
all, several of these interloping equipments were proceeding, 
the Company’s servants, therefore, were directed to obstruct 
their sales in the foreign markets, while, at home, the Court 
would continue their applications to Parliament;—at the 

same 


~ 
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same time, they acknowledged that they entertained doubts, CHAP. li. 


whether the Legislature would, ‘from the prejudices against 1695 -96. 


the Company, industriously spread by the Interlopers, confirm 
the Old, or London Company, by an Act, or institute a new 
East-India Company :—an event, also, had occurred, which, 
though disconnected with England, yet, from the relation 
which it bore to the affairs of the Company, promised to evince 
the necessity of confirming, by Act of Parliament, the Com- 
pany’s Charter and privileges. 
The Parliament of Scotland, on the 26th June 1695, Establish- 


ment of an 


passed an Act, enabling the King (as King of Scotland) to East-India 
Sompa aby 


constitute a Scottish Company, with powers to trade to Africa Bevel 
arliament, 


and the Indies, and had authorized it, besides, not only to trade iorscoiapd 
with exten- 


to the countries within the London Company’s limits, but ex- sive privile- 
tended its range to America, and the West-Indies. is 
The Directors of the London Company were naturally 
alarmed at the establishment of a rival, equally under the pro- 
tection of the Crown with themselves, and more firmly es- 
tablished by an Act of Parliament, in a part of the Island, 
which, though subject to the same Sovereign, had been sup- 
ported by a different Parliament; the Court, therefore, com- 
plained of their situation, that, after so many applications to 
the English Parliament, redress had not only been withheld, but 
their privileges annually invaded by a succession of Interlopers. 
This apprehension of a new rival in the Scottish Com- 
pany, and of its interferences in the East-India trade, was 
strengthened, by the ample privileges with which the Parlia- 


ment 
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CHAP. Ill. ment of Scotland had vested it, which, in all respects, were 
1695-96. greater than the London Company had acquired, in the suc- 


cessive Letters Patent, under which they had acted, for almost 
a century. 

The Act defined the limits of the Scottish Company to be, 
in general, the East and West-Indies, the Straits, the Medi- 
terranean, and the Coast of Africa; giving it, thus, permission 
to enter the limits assigned to the Turkey, African, and East- 
India Companies. This Association was united, as a Company, 
on the lst day of August 1696 :— one-half of the stock was to be 
subscribed by Scotchmen, within that kingdom ;—the shares 
were divided into portions, from £100 to 4300 ;—they were to 
have power to make rules and bye-laws ;—+to fit out, freight, and 
hire ships, notwithstanding any former Act of Navigation ;— 
to plant colonies, build and fortify towns, in any country in Asia, 
Africa, or America, not possessed by Europeans, and to make 
treaties of peace with the Native Powers ;—their ships were to 
return to Scotland direct with their cargoes; and the privileges 
were to continue for thirty-one years, and to be exclusive, ex- 
cepting that any ship of the kingdom might trade to countries 
not settled by this Company ;—they were to have the sole power 
of government and Admiralty rights;—to procure privileges 
from foreign Princes, and to have those privileges confirmed by 
the King ;—to be exempted from customs, taxes, &c., except 


for sugar and tobacco, should these articles be the growth of 


_ the colonies which they might establish. 
a The 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY 


The opinion of the Court of Directors of the London 
Company on this subject, was, “that the Parliament of Scot- 
“ land had made an act to establish an East-India Company 
“ in that kingdom, upon too right a foundation, if they had 


< money or experience to carry it on.” ®© 


Though 


(1)—It does not appear, from the records of the East-India Company, at this 
juncture, that the establishment of the Company of Scotland, trading to Africa 
and the Indies, formed a subject of deliberation to them, farther than that, at its 
institution, it was taken asa precedent, to strengthen the applications of the 
London Company to Parliament, for an Act upon which their privileges might be 
confirmed :—in this view, they referred to it as an indulgence, which had been 
granted by the King and Parliament of Scotland to a Company of that kingdom, 
and pleaded for a similar indulgence, as a reward for their exertions during a 
century. The proceedings of the Scottish Company not having interfered with 
those of the London Company, they could neither be viewed as competitors, 
nor as rivals ; but the subject is of importance, as another example of misguided 
speculation, leading to losses and disasters, and of an enterprize which, by 
interfering with the trade and settlements of Spain, of France, and of Hol- 
land, occasioned those political embarrassments to the Crown of England, which 
obliged the King to abandon the Company of Scotland to its fate. 

From the books of the Scotch Company, preserved in the Advocate’s Library 
at Edinburgh, it appears, that the original subscriptions amounted to £400,000 ;— 
that the subscribers consisted of noblemen, gentlemen, merchants, and the Incor- 
porated Towns in Scotland ;—and that the transfexs of their stock, by the original 


subscribers, began as early as 1697, and became more frequent as the projects 


they adopted wore an unfavorable aspect. 


77 


CHAP. tI, 


1695 - 96. 
Court appre- 
hensive, that 
this Company 
might afford 
new subter- 
fuges to the 
Interlopers, 


The administration of the affairs of the Company of Scotland ye vested ina 


certain number of Committees ;—that of Zmprovement, to provide shipping, stores, 
seamen and soldiers, arms, ammunition, &c.;—that of Foreign Trade, to pre- 
pare schemes for settlements and trade ;—and that of Waiting, to manage their 

domestic 
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eS Pi. Though the’ appreeasion’ from this new rival chiefly were; 
1695 -9¢ 96. that opportunities might be afforded, under its privileges, to the 
Interlopers, to. fit out ships, and import Indian: produce into. 

: England, 


domestic concerns, money,. accounts, &c: ;—and for the accommodation. of. 
these Committees, they purchased a house in anioe Square, Edinburgh, for- 
£851. 8s. 9d: 

The proceedings ofthe Company: of Scotland’ appear to have had’ the fól- 
lowing progress :—at the opening of the business, the Directors considered the 
Act of Parliament and the Patent, as having vested them with powers to form such 
colonies, in any of the countries within the limits assigned them, as might be 
most favorable to the: projected trade; and as, at this time, the King’s subjects 
in Scotland had not privileges of trade in the English colonies, this part of the 
8 scheme appeared to be reasonable, though it will be found, in the-sequel, to have 


` been the source of the ruin of the Scottish Company. 


The Act empowered this Company, to take in aconsiderable proportion i 


of subscriptions from foreigners, to-obtain which, they sent Agents to Amsterdam 


and to Hamburgh, and, in-both of those cities, opened books for receiving subscrip- 
tions. As the plan held out to those foreigners the prospect of a trade to the 
East-Indies, it received encouragement from the speculators: in the former city; 
who calculated on receiving East-India produce, through Scotland, independently 
of the Dutch established Companies; and, in the latter city, the hope was enter- 
tained of bringing that East-India produce to- the Elbe, which had hitherto been 
supplied by the Dutch East-India Companies. That these Agents might more 
effectually strengthen their applications, they built or purchased ships, for the 


: 
f 
t 
t 


projected voyage, at. both of those ports:—in the former, however, the Dutch 
East-India Company perceiving their object, thwarted the subscriptions; and in 
the latter, applications were made to the Senate; by the English Resident, to | 


obstruct them. 
As the sales of the stock of the Company of Scotland became more frequent, . 


the value of it had a rapid depreciation, which was engreased, by the Usance at 
Amsterdam 
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England, . these apprehensions, for the moment, were sus- CHATABS 
pended, by their homeward fleet, consisting of the ships 1695 - 96, 
Resolution, Defence, Princess Ann, Success, and the Seymour 

2A 2 Interloper, 


{i 
| 


Amsterdam and Hamburgh being against Scotland; and, in the same manner, the 
stock was depreciated at London, by the rate of exchange, in England, being as 
high, against Scotland, as five per cent. | 

Notwithstanding these untoward circumstances, the Scottish Company equip- 
ped three ships, on which were embarked upwards of a thousand seamen and 
soldiers :—this fleet, after a long and sickly passage, arrived at the Isthmus of 
Darien, in November 1698. It was in this most fayourahle situation for establish- 
ing a Colony, in the centre between North and South America, (a situation 
which, had it been fortified, might have controled the political power and trade 
of both), that the Company of Scotland attempted a settlement. This Colony was 
to be administered by a Council of Seven, and the military force with which it was 
to be protected, was to be commanded by officers, with the rank of Overseers 
and Assistants, while the soldiers, instead of pay, were to receiye portions of 
land, and to become planters. } 

When the Spanish Government received information of the destination of the 
Scottish Colony, the Ambassador of that Crown, in London, presented a memorial 
to the King, remonstrating against the invasion of a country which belonged 
to the Crown of Spain; objections were also made by the French and Dutch, 
to the formation of a Colony, ‘which would interfere with the trade of their’ 
respective Islands and Settlements :—this brought on a discussion, which, though - 
protracted, in fact became the source of the ruin of the Darien Colony. 

For a considerable time, the Dircctors of the Company of Scotland, seconded 
by the Parliament of that Kingdom, presented petitions and remonstrances to the 
King, praying his protection, and received, through the Scotch Secretaries of 
State, promises of relief and redress. | 

The King, at last, to prevent the English Nation from political discussions with 
the Maritime Powers of Europe, which might have led to serious consequences, 

and 
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E m. int terloper, being captured, on the Coast of Galway, by the 


n i 1698 EOG: French fleet; a loss which would have overset any commercial 


wY 
at enterprize, but one resting on a Joint Stock :—instead, how- 
= A p ever, 
i Ap à 
kot ; and to silence the discontents in England, at the establishment of a Colony of 
i Scotland, which might interfere with those of England, ordered the Gover- 
A nors of Barbadoes, Jamaica, and New York, to prohibit, by proclamation, any 
a intercourse, between the English Colonies and the Scotch Colony at Darien. This 


measure, notwithstanding the reiterated petitions to’ the Crown, by the Company 
of Scotland, and by the Parliament of that Kingdom, brought positive destruc- 
tion on the new establishment at Darien, and obliged the unfortunate persons, who 
had settled at it, cither to find their way to Europe, through the English Colonies, 
or exposed them to perish. 

From these facts it appears, that the Company of Scotland had proceeded 
without any knowledge of trade, or of the requisite means for establishing a Colony, 
and that this ill-concerted project brought a general loss on the original sub- 
scribers, with the exceptions only of a few of their Directors, who, as Agents or 
Contractors, amassed large sums, from the credulity and false confidence of their 
associates. The strongest evidence, perhaps, that can be adduced of the causes 
of the ruin of the Darien Colony, is, to place in contrast the measures of the 
geegdon East-India Company, devised by experienced merchants, who had intro- 

duced trade, and settled Factories, in countries, in which Europe produce could be 
_ sold, ‘and foreign produce bought with profit, and the measures of the Scottish 
Company, constituted of persons who were strangers to trade, and who attempted 
e establishment of a Colony, in a country which was claimed, as the property of 
E ropean Bowers in which the sale of Europe exports was as uncertain, as the 


obtaining of foreign imports, for a series of years, was impracticable.* 


mOn 


en pals of the English Minister at Hamburgh, and of the Spanish Ambassador, against 


e Darien Colony, and Petitions of the Scotch Company to the King, to the Parliament of Scotland, 
‘to the Secretaries of State, from 1697 to 1699. (Printed 1700, and preserved in the Adyocate’s 


and t 


i  Librañ at Edinburgh.) i 
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ever, of sinking under this misfortune, the Proprietors, _CHAP. II. 

amounting to twelve hundred persons (in the Court’s words, 1695 -96. 

in conveying intimation of this loss to the Presidency of 

Surat) “ with a true Roman courage,’ determined to add 

£300,000 to their stock, of which £200,000 was imme- 

diately paid in, and equipped eight ships for India, of which 

two were destined for Surat; and, upon an application to the 

King, obtained a convoy of four men of war, to attend the 

outward fleet of the season to St. Helena, and there to remain 

till the homeward ships should reach that Island, and then to 

accompany them to England. To render the convoy more ef- 

fectual, a King’s advice-boat was dispatched, to give the Go- 

vernor of St. Helena notice of this arrangement; and with 

orders, from the Secret Committee, to the homeward-bound ships,. 

‘to remain at St. Helena, in expectation of the convoy, till the 

lst July 1696 ; but, in case of separation, each ship was to make 

for Corunna, in Spain, and there to wait for orders from England: 

Having laid down this plan for their equipments and stock, Sir John 

ayer’s au- 


the Court confirmed Sir John Gayer’s authority to fill up the thority con- 
firmed, but 


Council at SuraT, with such of their covenanted servants as under new 
might be best qualified for the trust; and blamed that Presi- eS ee 
dency, for their late dispatch of the ships, as the principal cause 
of the recent misfortune. 


In the circumstances, therefore, under which the Com- 3 


© . e A -A 
pany were placed, the Court repeated their orders, that no new ees. 
Settlement was to be formed, without express authority, and 
disapproved of Mr. Brabourne’s contract with the Queen of 

d ” 
Attinga, 
i 
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AP. II. Attinga, for a Settlement’ at Brinjone, and of the attempt to 
1695-96. open a trade into Moultan and Scindy, except by means of the 


ww 


Armenians, as there was not depth of water, in the Indus, for 
| ships to proceed higher than Tatta. } | 
z - As a preliminary to the commercial orders for the invest- 
ment, the Court desired, that the fortifications at Bompay should ; 
be strengthened ; and intimated, that they had sent an Engineer l 
to direct this service, and a reinforcement, for the garrison, of 
seventy soldiers, under the command of a Lieutenant. 
The commercial instructions are prefaced with a positive 
order to the Presidency of Surat, that the Company’s books 
should be made up, and duplicates of them sent home, with | 
the same regularity as previously to the war ; because, without 
these books, the Court could not frame instructions, with any 


certainty of the practicability of their being carried into | 


execution, nor put implicit belief in complaints, for want 


of eyidence;—mean time, they would order Surat to be 


supplied with stock from Persia, at which they estimated the 
funds of the Company, at £250,000 :—the Court could obtain 
only a very small quantity of bullion in this season, on 
account of the debased state of the coin, silver being at 
the high rate of seven shillings per ounce, and a guinea 
worth thirty shillings;—a small proportion, also, of the staple 
commoditits of England had been shipped, from the rise in the 
precious metals having advanced the price of all British commo- 
 dities, particularly those vendible in the East-Indies, from 50 
to £100 per cent, The investment expected in return, was to 


include 


~ 
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include a large quantity of indigo, at whatever price it could CHAP- mit. 
be procured, because this article was much wanted in England, 1695-96. 
in consequence of the loss of the ship Modena, and because a 
thousand barrels of it had lately been lost, in a large French 


Indiaman which had been sunk::—it was ordered, also, that there 


- should always be-in store, at the Presidency, a considerable quan- 


tity of cotton-wool, stick-lack, olibanum, myrrh; sal-ammo- 
niac, pepper, and: coffee, for which last article a ship was to 
proceed to.the Red Sea. 
To these instructions- the Court subjoined, that they had 
been informed, a Cowl for trade at Limpo, in China, had been 
obtained by the Presidency of Surat, and if such was the fact, 
they must conclude, that their servants had used this privilege 
for their own private trade and advantage. ®© 
The Court, this- season, do not- appear to have received Courts orders 
information of the actual state of affairs in Persra, and, there- their afr 
fore, the instructions of the preceding seasons remained in force, ” k 
and the orders to the Agent consisted, only, of a repetition of 
their desire to learn, what English.goods would be yendible in 
Persia, and that half of tie goods shipped for Gombroon should 
be forwarded for sale, with all dispatch, to Ispahan; and 
concluded with a list of the articles expected in England, or 
Caramania wool, silks, and Ispahan. chintzes,. of the finest and 
. y most 
(1)—Letters from the Court to the General ‘at Bombay and the President and Council: 
at Surat, 13th September and 18th December 1695. Letters from the Secret Com- 
mittee of the Court, to the Governor of St. Helena, 29th November 1695 and 18th January. 


1695-96.— Letters from the Secret Committee of the Court, to the Presidency of Surat, 
81th January and 18th February 1695-96,- : 
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most varied kinds, of at least twenty pieces of each sort, 
L095 j- 96. to the amount of £20, 000; g adding, asa reason for exertion, 
pr the quick sale of these goods, and that the freight of the 
first ships of the season, had risen to £34 per ton, and of 
the latter ships, to £40 per ton. © 


-# 
= No new Set- The advices from Forr Sr. GEORGE and BenGar, during 
_ tlements to 
be formedon the last year, having been lost in the fleet captured by the 
theCoroman- 
: del Coast, till French, the Court; in their-instructions to Fort St. George, this - 


| 3 o season, stated, that the freight paid to Coast and Bay had risen 
ba eaS, to £40 per ton; an expence so great, that a resolution had 
3 liament. passed, to prohibit any new Settlement being made on the 
Coast, and particularly not to re-settle, at Masulipatam, Pettipo- 
lee, or Madapollam, (the expences of those places haying already 
occasioned a dead loss to the Company of above £100,000) 
till such time aş their chartered rights and priyileges should be 
confirmed by Act of Parliament :—they desired, at the same time, 
that every effort should be made, at Madras and in Bengal, to 
encrease the revenues and trade, and to reduce the expences, 
particularly at Vizagapatam ; repeating the instruction, to pro- 
z vide a large quantity of pepper, and to rely on the Armenians 
= to procure the finer articles for the Bist investment. | 
York Fortat In like manner, not having received information from Bun- 
eee eek CooLEN, the Court ordered, that the station of York Fort, and 
2 ET of its dependencies, should be placed entirely under the control of 
EP ogee: o George, and explgined, as a reason for throwing the 


a 
; "FC > espo ib 
eee n T T P ns ility 


(1) —Letter from thol Court to the Agent and Council in Persia, 15th January 


1 695-90. 


| 
| 
i 
l 


1 
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responsibility on this Presidency, that the expences of the sta- QHA 
tions, on the Coast of Suaa gag already amounted to more 1695- 96. 
than £200,000. © 


i E 


If the Paa transactions of the London East-India Distressed si- 
~ ftuation of 


Company have exhibited a series of obstructions and . losses, see 


hended at- 
which would have borne down the energy and credit of any, but hen ann 


an Association, proceeding on a Joint Stock, and acting with Ram-Rajah ; 
the provident spirit of pagli merchants, the losses and calami- 

ties which, in this season, the Company’s foreign: Presidencies 

and Settlements had to meet, would have produced a nies 

effect on their servants abroad. 


ulg pask > wigs 


The Presidency of Surat had scarcely Satie! the posses- 


Se 
sion of that commercial credit, and those opportunities for a 
employing it, by commencing sales and purchases, or the 
transient protection of the Mogul, and of the MRR 
Surat, for their trade, when events occurrec a Tait over-. 


set all their measures, and plunged them into distress, nearly. 
equal to that which they had experienced, doing the war with. 
the Mogul. ni opeutt eund 

The homeward | fleet had. scarcely Ses RITE: jand of 


civil war, 


Europe, in February 1695-96, when a well- -founded dagpen the <i: 


prevailed at Surat, that the Ram-Rajah’s troops | had meee of Sve 
VOL. III. me 2B i aa pantie 


F zs P A x A Tat 
(1)—Letter from the CSEE to the Presidency of Fort St. George, 20th ‘February 
1695-96, 
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CHAPIT to Nundrabad, within fifty miles of it. The English, French, ani 


6. Dutch, ‘on this occasion, fortified their factories :—Sir Svi 
a Gayer sent twenty Topasses, with arms and ammunition, from 
Bombay, for the defence of the Factory ; the Governor, having 
strengthened the fortifications, determined to make a vigo- 
aS defence against the enemy, and the Mahratta troops, on 
discovering this state of the ily retired ‘about the muddle! of 
_ March. ; = pang 
“tad "This temporary relief was not, however, considered’ by the 
- Presidency of Surat as a security, upon which either the safety 
‘of the Company’s servants, or of their property at Surat or 
Swally, or indeed in any of the countries of the Mogul Empire, 
os the West of India, could, prospectively, be relied on ; because 
‘the great. age of Aurungzebe, the intrigues which were appear- 


Imke 


mg among ‘his s sons, “for the succession, and his relaxed efforts 


deiin 


peinst the Hindoo or “Mahr atta Powers, were symptoms of ap- 


praises confusion and civil war. Tie Pr esidency therefore 


ative VIINOS H 
econmmenc ded, that as small a proportion of stock, as might be 


LV aye 
t ne with the continuation of the trade, should remain at 


So ayy nee any of the Settlements or Factories in the 
ral? COND because it must be exposed to hazard from 
: pr Mere pose that the principal magazine, on the West of 
a GTI Bormawey under the protection of the castle 
E Sibal Joje VF adio shew egr Dorf 
ety te | seas one thie Int nterlopers: had only obstructed the 


E ieo eli agg at the ports of the Native Princes, by that 


aS 4 


udent conduct which might have been expected from specu- 


} 3 
aed Si 
` ef 


lators; 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


ators, looking for immediate gain, but, neither under restraint 


in the Indies; nor regulations in England ; and the consequences 


were, expensive inyestments of Indian produce, and depressed 
sales at home, by which means they lowered the Company’s 
credit in the opinion of the Native Governors and Merchants. 


A more positive evil occurred at this juncture :—the Inter- 


lopers, being disappointed in the sales of their cargoes, and in 


their purchases of Indian produce, determined not to return. to 
Europe, without realizing gains to their employers, and to 
themselves, and, therefore, had made prizes of ships belonging 
to the Native Powers, and left the Company’s servants exposed 
to suspicion and imprisonment, and their property to seizure 
and confiscation. anio zE 

It was almost impossible for the Natives to distinguish 
between authorized and unlicensed, traders, bearing the same 
flag ;—hence a general obloquy was brought on, the English 
character; an obloquy which the, Dutch had, uniformly, 
heightened, whether they were in amity, or in enmity with 
England, in Europe, that they might ensure their own mono- 
poly, and depress the trade of the London East-India Com- 
pany. In. this season, however, it appears, that out of one or 
other, or out of both of these sources of, opposition, a, decided 


1q 
and more destructive evil arose, which , threatened to overset 


hat 


.CHAP. TIL, 
Aaga) 
1695-96. 


a large i inter- 
loping ship 
becoming pi- 
rate, and cap- 
turing vessels 
conveying 
pilgrims to 
Judda and 
Mocha. 


the Company’s trade on the West of India. The extent of tl this 


K 


„evil, though seyerely felt „by: the. Presidency ¢ of Surat, was not 


understood in England :—in the sequel, however, its nature a 


vf p: 


harroi 


consequences, will be fully developed. 


2B 2 Ne. EE fi, 1o em 
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T on ‘A‘arge'pirate’ship, carrying forty-six guns, ‘and one hun- 
. dred and thirty men, , tnade prizes’ of some of the most valuable 
ships belon élonging to the rich merchants of Surat, and of a ship 
belonging to” thie Mogul, employed in ‘conveying pilgrims from 
Surat to Judda and Mocha ;—the first information of this event 
alarmed the Presidént and Council of Surat, who apprehended, 
an « embargo would be laid on the Company’s shipping, till the 
damages done could be compensated, 'or the count 5 from which 
the pirate came, could be ascertained. se: shore? 
ARE ‘When intelligence was received, in» {ASepterithen 1695, ae 
this piratehad’ plundered ‘a’ ship belonging to Abdul. Gophor, 
one of the ‘principal merchants of Surat, and that the’ship car: 
ried sok Coie, -the Governor, who had hitherto.acted in) a 
frie endly ‘manner, “placed ® "a guard on the Company’ s house, to 
prevent ‘its being plundered; -and their servants massacred, by the 
enraged inhabitants:—no distinction was made. chetwesnd the 
€oinpany’s servants and the Interlopers.. 1 RIOJN! 
~~. In this state-of irritation, ‘news arrived that’ ied same pirate 
g ad attacked a ship belonging to the Mogul (the Gunswah), 
of ‘betwee Bombay’ andDaman, and plundered the vessel, and 
the pilgrim son “boa ard; of ‘all their valuable effects. If the first. 
id idaan wai ‘resented, this, which was 
aeaiaea a ‘sacrilege, 5, raised resentment to fury, and obliged: the 


po 


8h erior t | = the President, abd aib the: — a nnp yi 


‘a ie : vide dvaiA e Doddor bad dedead adi ; fined. in 


I 


EAST@“INDIA» COMPANY, 


fined :—hence the investment -was totally at. a-stand,. and no 
trade permitted, either to natives or foreigners, | of 

° On this occasion, the true republican spirit and commercial 
jealousy of the Dutch were fully manifested, for instead of endea- 
vouring to allay the popular fury against their European ally; 


put rival, in the Indies, they stimulated the inhabitants to extir- 


pate the English, and insidiously wrote letters to the Mogul, 
offering’ to clear the Indian Seas of the pirates, and to he 
responsible for the safety of the pilgrims proceeding to Judda, 
on condition that a Phirmaund should be. granted. to them, 
for an exclusive trade, free of customs, at Surat, and in the 
Mogul Dominions :—this offer, however, was. refused, , and 
affords a memorable example of malice, defeating. its owm pur- 
poses, because to this  offer.of. the; Dutch. may he traced 
(though the event’ was not accomplished . till -after -the lapse 
of half a century) the first idea. of the English, being the con- 
ductors of the pilgrims to Judda, and, acquiring... the Tanka, 
or ‘being “Admirals of the Mogul, between Surat and; the Red 
Sea: | Mies nienolad qile s bastis bad 
Returning, however, to the situation/of. the; President. and 
his Council, it appears, that a communication, by. detter, was 
opened between them and:the Governor of Surat, in. which. they 
represented the. immense loss which the Company, would sustain, 


189 


CHAP, UI. 


. 1695-96, 


English trade 
at Surat at a 
stand. 


by being prevented from making an investment, and sending their - 


ships *to-Kurope empty, ‘as the.merchants had directed their 
correspondents not: to load:any goods on English;ships, and had 
asserted, that the English had robbed a King’s ship ; till the 

Presidency, 


1 
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CHAP. III. Presidency, therefore, should be able: to prove, that:they were 
395.96. innocent of: this crime, there remained no prospect for their 
deliverance, and. they could not. oe consequences, 
tilb an -order should arrive from the Mogul... © > 
= = The number of the English confined at Suk at, was A 
ee a Swally;: meantime, the Governor desired the French, 
Dutch, and English, to send ships in search of the pirate, that, 
by his captare, the fact might be ascertained who really were 
guilty :—the French and Dutch fortunately hesitated to comply, 
and the readiness of the English to go on. this service, first, 
BOB. od seemed to abate the animosity against them. | , 
sirJohn =») Sirs John. Gayer; as General of the. Company’s: affairs \at 


Tout Bombay, on receiving intelligence of these misfortunes at Surat, 
siya te addressed a memorialsto the Governor, . stating that he was 
bea am ready to declare, the :East-India: Company had noi concern 

with the pirate, and complaining of the hardship: experienced 


by their servants, and the losses to their trade, by throwing’ on 
si - them the odium which had: originated in an unlicensed rover, 
» not! only unlicensed by the Company, but acting in direct viola- 


Tey 
ee = 


a 


-tion\ of th pea stot England, and who, if:taken, would’be liable 
ne toie Ha punishment. bas- sbbut of -eatcryl: ay YOTDI 

a E aieas the’ ‘Governor of Rat ‘that the 
= & mpan y were: not only ignorant of the existence of such’ a 
a ae tered to employ two'of: their ships, completely 
armed, to convey the pilgrims to Judda, if the Mogul’ would 
ere science excluding all other English, but the Com- 


— kols... pany, 


T $ 
> “| 2 o - 
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pany, from the trade,.and that two: ships* shoald annually 
perform this duty :—this remonstrance and application was all 
that: seemed practicable, for obtaining the liberty of the Com- 
pany’s servants, and permission to continue the trade. Sir John 
Gayer was, besides, at this juncture, alarmed for the safety of 
Bombay itself, both because the harsh treatment of the passen+ 
gers in the Mogul’s ship. had exasperated the inhabitants, as well 
as the Mogul, and because’ the Island was not in a situation to 
make a proper defence, the garrison being reduced to one: hun= 
dred and ten Europeans, and even this small force sickly. 

The memorial to the Governor of Surat, and the applica: 
tion to the Mogul, if it did not remedy, at least averted the danger 
with which the Company’s servants were threatened ; for an 
answer came from the Mogul, “ that the English; French, ‘and 
‘Dutch, «should put to sea. in search of the thieves, but the 
‘* embargo on all trade must continue; till the innocence or guilt 
“* of. the English Company should be proved.” iu: todi ed 

The Governor of Surat continued to manifest. his friendship 
to the English, and to: protect them! At-this- crisis, the Pre- 
sident. received information, that the offer of the Dutch: to 
convoy the pilgrims to Judda and Mocha, on: condition of 
being exempted from customs, had been refused:—on this 
occasion, a Vakeel was sent to Court, with authority tomake 
rich presents to the King and:his principal officers ;to second:an 
application for a Phirmaund, for freedom of tradeat Suratiand 
in Bengal; and to: repeat ithe offer of the convoy, or become 
responsible for the safety of the pilgrims, on; condition of being 

allowed, 
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The Mogul 
orders the 
embargo on 
trade to be 
continued, 
till the pirates 
be captured. 


A Vakeel 
sent with pre- 
sents to the 
Mogul, to 
vindicate the 
Company, 
and to solicit 
a Phirmaund. 
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CHAP. III. allowed, for this service, the sum annually paid to the Siddee, 

1695 -96. (or four lacks of rupees), it having appeared, from the injury 
done by the pirate, that the Siddee’s ships were not equal to the 
service, 

Issa Cooly, the person employed at omen as Vakeel, or -En- 
woy, to solicit the release of the Company’s servants, and the open- 
ing of their trade, found, that the prejudices against the English 
were more violent than appeared, even in the harsh measure of 
imprisoning the Company’s servants, and stopping the trade of- 
the port of Surat, and that the captures made of the ships in 
the two Gulfs, during the late war, was an additional source 

. of hatred, which the present seizure of the Mogul’s ship, by the 

` pirate, had rekindled, and had produced an order to the Siddee 

to attack Bombay, and to the army to march against Fort St. 

x; George, and the Company’s other Settlements, to seize on the 

whole of their property and effects :—Issa Cooly had, however, 

EF to-prevent these orders from being carried into execu- 

j n, though he could not stop the order, prohibiting all the 

oe 0 papie to carry flags, or the asee to wear arms, or 
use pal TA etek tri ici 

Int this | State of affairs at afha the French and Dutch, 

though “enemies Eie linked together their interests, and 

en onstrated with the Governor, on the hardships they expe- 


$ rom the embargo on trade :—in answer, the Governor 
ned them, that he must obey the King’s orders; and that’ 
t ad le must be at a stand, either till the pirate should be 

; or till payment should þe made by the Europeans of the 


value 
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value of the King’s ship, as the Mogul would rather renounce CERRAHA ; 
all the revenues he received from the trade of the Europeans, 1699-96. 
than endanger the safety of the pilgrims going to Mecca, to 
which he annually sent a donation of three lacks of rupees. 

The Dutch, however, repeated their application to have 
the trade opened, stating their loss from the embargo, to 
amount to five lacks of rupees, and requested permission to 


leave the town, should the embargo continue ; a request with 


which the Governor positively refused compliance.. 


While matters were in this critical situation, a report Governor of 


~ Surat post- 
was spread, that another of Abdul Gophor’s ships had been potant 


: . : j 5 riaa ting the Mo- 
captured by a pirate, in the Persian Gulf. In this agitation guis order to 


of feelings, farther violence was expected, for the English flag A Ago Mk 
was struck, and the whole of the Factory, with the exception of ihesinterued 
the President, two of the Council, and Captain Browne, con- po TE 
fined in irons :—at last, however, through the intercession of 

the Governor, and the application of the Vakeel, an order ar- 

rived from the Duan, to release the English, and to take off 

the embargo on trade; but this order not being deemed suffi- 

ciently explicit, the Governor was afraid to act on it, and sent 

to Court for fresh instructions. In these unhappy cireunistances, 

the Companys affairs at Surat, and on the West of India, 


remained at the close of this season 


It may easily be supposed, under such restraints, and The large ` 


3 3 .  Frenchand 
with the appearance, off Surat, of a French squadron of six ships, Dutch feets 


vO O i i $ -Si . ‘ A d in the Indian 
tw f sixty, one of forty SIX, One of forty, one of thirty, and ay obstruct 
f y- i 1 : i BE | the trade. 


> 
VOL. III. 0) C and. 
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ee ahd had Stated they were destined for Bengal, that not only'the 
s, ‘Coinpiy’s ships Were ‘prevented ‘from’ delivering their cargoes, 

put’ trade"was at a Stand; and’ a well-founded apprehension 

was felt for the” safety” of the homeward’ ‘fleets;—to balance 

which evils, ‘they could only look to’ their allies; the: Dutch, 

who had, ‘in the Indian Seas, thirty-six’ ships,” divided into’ six 
‘squadrons, one of which was ¢ruizing ‘between’ Bombay ‘and 

Surat, with the object of- meeting” ‘the ‘French,'‘and opposing 


coe ste" Semin’ the Indian Seas, should they tot succeed in ge ing 
d batasysiq eei 2i 10g isd} te “0 ion s olitse of sbbul Yo wades: 


evisu od} 


Military estar ays ome aE been the ‘Presidency and’ trade 


Bombay, ce aa were’ placed’ ¢ could not but” materially’ affect ‘the 


from the ri . een -e 
- state of the and ‘of Bombay, for’ the “garrison (which had’ only’ received 
. revenue, to 


Besierhenre: ‘ei raise ‘the’ wah the" ation ee als : 


Eo fia i si ikti “to seven aie and 
dle karia en! “These” “troops ‘had been formed from“ a 
alse 1 of ‘those’ Who" had” been ‘faithful, during ‘the late dis- 
ed dation of the Island’: - thé out@forts, also, were reduced 
fir ye; one at Mahim, one at Sion, one at Suree, one’ at’ Ma- 
and one at Wigs, andi it was ers to erect a bat- 


T NEDRE ha ade EAT. ‘eadi — , English 
“pepper “rade ‘at Gi Carwar and ‘Rétorah; Sir’ John Gayer ‘had, 


Ja ok G adol 1/2 monk Iha] —~ ‘fe yA. ot bas dig 
at ; ape! CLOEC,:. sent orders to, erect a fortification H ‘at Anjengo, at 


which 
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which stone ‘and brick: could),..be, easily. found, ; though there SEs 
would: be: difficulty, in; obtaining ichunam or. eerie fort. was 1695. 3726. 
intendėd:to cover a space of ninety. yards square, ony which, sixty | 
to seventy guns were to, be mounted :—when completed, ʻa large 


foasiity: of pepper was tespegted'; but, in the interyal, it was 


Jati 


US nations PRT carrying off a ee which % in, fact, the 


Danes had done in the course,of this season... ., ; 


i 


iv y tewe 
Though, the General had: received an inyitation, from, the par tbe 
2- 41 two Gulfs 


Bashaw of Judda to settle a Factory at that port, it had, on prevenind by 
the Pirates, 
account, of the pirates in; the: Red Sea, been declinedgpbut a... 


ts tusradeid 
contract had )been entered into, for an investment, at Mocha,,of paee 


coffee, olibanum; and :myrrh,: agreeably. to the Court’ S paip" wol sdi moù 
i : Oe SIN OL YSU 


act t. siate 


c x n y . SUNSesT 
»Injthe. Persian Gulf, apprehensions. were entertained o of awar Pre 25 


3 DE - eouls 
between‘ the King of Persia and the Arabs a t Muscat, in, which 


vit was probable the Dutch would _ assist the P e Beau white 
view. of acquiring a, monopoly of. the Roman _ trade ; 5a DU ut tl 1e 
General did not see the. expediency of inter fering, ras, the Arabs 
had. not, hitherto, offered any, obstruction to,,the English shi - 
ping or trade :—these circumstances rendered, it impracticable. to 


CU 


_carry,the.Court’s orders, for the sale of the small cruisers, into 


eek. tsin aiid aes 
effect. T ; Ya Aog FR » .oldseM 38 eae): svit of 
S2C 2 lioW ts sao bas ccounhe 


(1)—Letters from the General’and Couuiell! at Bombay to) thé: Court) ‘28th May,o5th 
“June; 3d and 29th’ December 1695; 3d February, and, -18th) Marcli. 31695798. Letters. 09 od 
‘from the General at Bombay to. the : Presidency « of Surat, 30th September 29th October, ognara 


AIS IS OG J5 tie 

sth and 9th November 1695. Letter from Sir Jobin Gayer to the Mogul, I, 16th o- R 
vember 1695, — Tetesi front the President and” Counéil OF Surat’ to” the’ Courts oth 
Laki April, 
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CHAP. | Theinformation from GomBroon and Ispauan, during this- 
: LG 5-96. season, furnishes another example of the uncertainty of com-. 


Failure of à 9 5 986 5 . 
the project mercial speculation, in a country where the administration of the 
of sellin 
English cloth government) is shifting and arbitrary, and of the danger of 
in Persia, 
through the entrusting the management of such speculations to any, but 


Armenian 
merchants. to the immediate servants of the merchants interested in their 


SUB CER ISH 2. GOO ist Leger dad gal Tot rra 
= When the Letan] Somy were shracinteale to the Sistas in 
i _ 1694, it will be recollected, that a condition was annexed, 


of exporting, to a large amount, the- British staple of 


woollen-cloth, and it will, also, be recollected, that the Court 


had formed the opinion, not only that the greatest outlet would. 


a be found in the Persian market, but that it could be effected at 


troubles in India, into the interior provinces, and bringing fine 
goods, “in small) quantities,’ that: purchases from them would 


re 
3 


= pallgubidbai i ai pao BPE 


-April 13tb May 1695 egn TE — Letters from the SeS of Surat; 


less expence by the Armenian merchants, and:in return, money, . 
Caramania wool, and silk, obtained for it ;—it was, also, con-. 
ceived, that“ from this people finding their way, during the. 


become a’ valuable resource for the Europe investment :—hence. 
‘etnbraced the opinion, that they were trust-worthy,. 
and eC d- tobe their’ Agents, without reflecting that they. 
ew well as themselves, who might have other- 


ie gla aoogidmon ae dito Bids 4s mercantile- 


aan and Council of Bombay, 11th September, 12th, 25th, and 30th October, > 
- s ie” and 22d December 1695.——— Letter from the President of Surat 


tuada o: 
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mercantile connexions, to prevent their executing the trust with CHAP. 117. 
probity or correctness ;—and, the facts will verify these obser= 1695 -96.. 


vations. 

When the large assortment of cloth arrived at Gombroon;. 
and a proportion was forwarded to Ispahan, thè Armenians, 
instead of receiving, with: alacrity, so large a commission, and 
one for which they were to be so amply paid, or executing it 
with zeal, hesitated to take the charge upon them, till pushed 
by the Company’s Agents at Ispahan’ and Gombroon, to bring 
the cloth to immediate sale, to prevent the article suffering in 
its qualities, by delay, and to afford the returns, either in Persian. 
produce, or in money, anticipated by the Court, which had put: 
such implicit: confidence in their exertions. — 

In the course of this season: (1695-96), it appeared,. 
that these Armenians were dealers in the cloth which bhad 
come from the Turkey Company, by Aleppo, and ‘thence 
carried to Ispahan, to be sold in the Persian markets :—the: 
rival, thus, which the Court had supposed to be depressed by 
the capture of the Turkey fleet, was, in fact, supported. by 
the very persons, who, they had flattered themselves, would 
assist in the sales of that article, the exports of which had been. 
a condition in the grant from the King. The cloth, of course,. 
remained unsold, and the Agents, both at Gombroon and Ispa- 
han, were obliged to make such exertions as they individually 
could, at reduced prices, to dispose of an article, on which. the» 


tt TEP aa? oj 


Court had expected an | advance. 
fy tA. ke wre 


Bs. 
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CHAPANT: s »Besidescsthisembarrassment, the) Dutch had“ obtained 


1695-96, new privileges in Persia, or got permission’ to import ‘goods 
into, Ispalian, dutyofree, tothe amount of: twenty-thousand 
tomands per annum, while the English could only obtain a 


like permission, to the amount of five thousand tomands per 
annum =the Agent at Gombroon, besidesyiad ‘not: been able to 
recover the Company’s proportion of customs, at that port, for wa 
three years. 
Encreasing The navigation of the Persian Gulf, at the close of this 
ar the Arabs season, had become more difficult, from the growing power of 
the Muscat Arabs, still acting against the Persian trade; of 
whom Captain Brangwin, who succeeded Agent Gladman, (who 
died on the 14th November 1695), gave his opinion, “that they 
“ would prove as great a plague in India, as the Algerines were 
< in Europe.” ®© mre 


No intelli- if the loss of the Gompanys fleet, in the preceding 


gence this 
season Som 


‘season, accounted for the want of information, regarding 
the state of their affairs at Forr Sr. Grorcr, BENGAL, 
‘and Brncooxrn, the like deficiency appears in this year, for 
ae from any of these Settlements, are preserved 
in the Company’s correspondence; and what naturally must é im 
have augmented -the difficulty of framing instructions for 


nf those 


(4)—Letters from the Agents and Councils at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court, and 
Correspondence with the Armenian Merchants, 30th April, 5th and 24th July, 6th, gth, 
13th, and 16th August, 14th and 30th September, ng November, and 18th December 


y 1695. * 


7 
CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA = 
ax 5 ‘ 
a. ë. n p i = Le u. + \ 


a 


EAST =INDIA’ COMPANY. 199 


those seats. of their trade, in the» following season, was a CHAPIT: 
tice. which ,they) gotfrom:Bombay, in March 1695-96, that 1695-96. 
the General: had not received any intelligence from ‘Madras, for 


twelve months. 


(1)—Letter frem the General and Council at Bombay to theCourt, 18th March 1695-96. 
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ste a, aaa issii E N E O TS — 
a. ite gia . ieee. wh é treet : 
nbaié mel p98 1696- 97- bys 


je ~ Of 


CHAP III. ae Seanad the damestica and foreign Annals of ‘the last, 
E 1696 - 97. aft the events in Europe, and in India, in this season, it will 
. The tani appear, that they were rather calculated to depress the energy 
ty of raising 
supplies fr and exertions of the Company, than to invigorate, or to en- 
e war 
against __ courage them. The Court continued to struggle against the 
France facili- 
tates the encroachments making upon them, by the influence of the 
I schemes of Š WART FT? f BAE R 
E: erate Private Traders, who were fitting out ships and encouraging 
$ 


aoo nieo athe Interlopers, and combining to bring themselves into that 
pers against 


oe Compa- public notice, which is calculated, on every occasion, to create 


_and to heighten prejudices against institutions, the merits or 


services of which are rather generally examined than correctly. 


“understood —the difficulties, also, under which the Govern- 


Eri 4? seel j 
ment w were placed, to find resources to support the war against 
gece" r MS 

France, Pone a new ground, on which the pretensions of the 


re wes ET po 
-= Privat ee rchants were becoming more formidable to the East- 
} C VOL m 


indinga i 7, = 
a wi will be recollected, that, in the preceding season, how- 


re 
; 


eve i romising yapbearances were, that an Act of Parliament 
2 i tie o aiia upon which the C Charters. and grants of the 4 
aap n I ape | Company might acquire a fixed character, 

1 BS, vith th the form, on which t the constitution of the 
] een n settled, the genera al attention to the events of 


"y ‘rr H, 7 ` F 
the 


aos a 
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the war, and to the preservation of the liberties of Europe CHAP. m. 
against the aggressions of France, had prevented the Company’s 1696 - 97. 
interests from becoming a subject of public attention. 
In this season (1696-97), notwithstanding the applications 

of the. Company to Government, to have their Charter and 
rights founded on an Act of the Legislature, that desirable 
end had not been obtained; on the contrary, the plans for 
raising supplies for the year, which, at first sight, were uncon- 
nected with the East-India trade, were beginning to be assimi- 
lated with it, and apprehensions entertained by the Court, that, 
after all the efforts they had made, and notwithstanding the 
recent loss of their homeward fleet, that Act, which their ` 
services had almost given them a right to claim, would not 
pass. . 

- As the Court’s opinions on this subject will unfold, in the 
shortest manner, the origin of the rival East-India Company, 
which was projected (though this establishment did not take 
place during the subsequent season), the knowledge of the 
first aspects of this innovation will be of importance in checking 
similar speculations. ; | 

The Court, in their letter to Bombay, of the 4th May The consi- 


: x deration of 
1696, informed Sir John Gayer, that they ‘‘ were almost con- the East-In- 


~ », dia trade sus- 
‘© fident that the Company would have been established this pended, by 


a N aa . itsinterfering 
“ session, by Act of Parliament ;—the Court, Lords, and with the plan 


i bast] 3 of raising 

‘« Commons, seem to be as forward for such an establishment, supplies by a 
: i icc ae Land Bank. 

“ as ourselves, and the more, by reason of the Scotch Act of 

“ Parliament for an East-India Company :—but towards the end 


VOL. IIL 2D “ of 
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CHAP, Il» «of thejsession,.the Parliament resolving: to raise “s£2,500;000, 
1696-97. « towards'the canrying on the,present war, oby a Land Banky as 

“ itis, ealled,.and was first meant by most that promised it; 
i «< but, uponedeeper. and further consideration, it was found, 
| << that;so much money. could not be raised upon: land; untibit 
“« was, first. advanced, by the loans of» sparticular men ;+and the 


4 « next thoughts,,as we conceive, and is’ very: natural forany, 
oe aman to, think, that knows: any thing: of England and the City 
; o “Sof London; was, that if the ‘East-India. Company were:now 


~~ a settled by: Act, of Parliament, with addition of a ‘great sun 
. ‘ of money, from the.old and new Adventurers, this must needs 
E - & obstruct;the raising of the Land Bank at-this time, to the 
£ disappointment -ofi Government :—and this.we take to be:the 
«single cause. of, deferri ing, the settlement of the ~East-India’ 
s trade, until next winter, when we have great reason'to believe’ 
« éoit will, be done. effectually, the whole nation being, im effect, 
‘satisfied, that Interloping is un-national, and indeed shameful,” 
“in, the judgment, of. all. unbiassed. men, of all nations, that’ 
“kng a any.,thing., of India:, This being the case, you and we’ 
Es er, one jyean Jonger, the molestation: of such irre=: Eo 
Pennie the: pies Spam oda diye goons simot of 


i a 1 ae ane a in sie | 
Laer ke of by,;the N i A the India: 


E E SAI Í a, at stdin ean 
ettlements); could enter into subscriptions; which would afford: 
g Œ £ 2 2 this 


EAST-IND DA) COMP ANY. 203 - 


this aid to Government ;+and: that’ the “necessity” of the ‘times CHAP Mit? 
would induce. ‘the ypublic: to:accept/ofsuch raid; and¢leave the 1696497! 
East-India:Company to \struggle: with their former: ‘difficulties,’ 

and, with. this newone, of having: a rival at home, ‘established’on’ 

the ground which) they-considered themselves’ to have‘merited, as 

the fair reward \of having} for nearly a century, ‘created and 

preserved the English interests in the East-Indies:) 970) tou = 

O In‘ this:state: of uncertainty, but in’ the hope ‘of’ obtaining Equipment, 


tock, an 
the Act» they:had `so long’ solicited, the Company ‘equipped orden Se 


eight ships ‘for the: season, with suitable stock’ for’ carrying ae 
oñs-the::trade; these ships, however,’ were “preventéd from’ 
sailing, till’ the 19th May 1696, on account ‘of the ruméir'of an 
invasion by France, which not only had obliged Government’ to 
impréss the crews, ae the appointment! of thene 
cessary convoy: ro syed ow sodwistaiw izom lidas bet * 
‘The orders of: the Secret ‘Committeeto°the Presidénéies 
were) ;—that the homeward-bound ships' should! fist précéed?to’ 
theiCape of: Good! Hope; and there’ endeavour tofoimA juice- 
tion with: the Dutch flëet; and then direct their cóitseto Löndón, 
round the:North) of! Scotland :—in: ‘the event oF nöt being ‘able’ 
to form a junction with the Dutch fleet; they” were! to" proééed’ 
_to:Corunna,°in Spain, and there await orders’ from England. 
L When’ the Court were’ infotmédof ‘the diffieulties‘an and-dan¥sMemorial of 


exits which their) Settlements‘and trade had been ékisdsedoaippathe Lords 


Justices, on 


the depredations %of the: pirates, they presented a memória] tg the depreda- 


tions of the 


the: Loords: Justices : (the King’ being ‘in Plandersy NENG? offered? 4 Pirates | in the 


Indian Seas. 


reward of) 36500,:to whichjthe: Compahy Wake Touf ME 
aidi 2 D2 rupees 
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Ait FAI 2 » ae 
CHAP. 11 Raia Br athe: ‘apprehension of Captain Avery, the principal 


16 6-97. pirate, and, on investigation, found, that his vessel “(the 
aA acinis Fanny) Which plundered the Mogul’s ship, was fitted out in 
the West-Indies, and mounted forty-six guns, with a crew of. 

an hundred and thirty men, composed of fifty-two, French, and 

the remainder of Danes, English, Scotch; and Irish ;—this pi- 

rate, after enriching himself, and his crew, in the Indian Seas, 


had gone to the Island of Providence, in the Bahamas, where 


E the ship was sold, and the crew dispersed ;—two of the pirates 
had been seized in Ireland, and one at Rochester, and several 
| more at the close of the season, of whom five had been executed ; 
i ia but, notwithstanding the most diligent search; Sopian Avery ; 
' had not yet been discover ed. 
i area . The Court, on taking into consideration the situation 
i aN of their affairs at Surat and at Bompay, approved of the 
oy the ee measures of Sir John Gayer, for the release of President An- 
` Mocha and nesley and” his Council, and of the offer to employ two of 
udda; 


‘their’ ships. to act as convoy to the Mog a eE going to 
Mocha and Judda, on condition that a Phirmaund should be 
„biogas 1 d by the Mogul, for freedom of trade in his dominions, and 
ii se gi of “all English subjects, except those employed in | 
the ‘Company's $ Service. The Court, therefore, or dered, that 
y y, should be made the principal magazine of. their 


siia stores, to prevent their servants being exposed, in 


tå tk e Native | Governors, imputing. crimes and depreda- 
o th e Company, which, in fact, had been committed by 
tes’; | but regretted, that the war in penoa had- prevented 
; them 
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them from sending the requisite supplies of recruits, for the de- CHAP. 111. 
fence of the Island. i l 1696- 97. 
Looking at the dependencies of Bombay, the Court disan, ae for- 
proved of that part of Captain Brabourne’s contract with the jengo. 
Queen of Attinga, which bound the Company to protect her 
boats :—at the same time, they wished Anjengo to be fortified, 
to defend the pepper trade, on the Coast, from the encroach- 
ments or insults of the Dutch ;—but could not, for want of 
sufficient information, give positive orders for fortifying Telli- 
cherry, although they admitted the expediency of such stations, 
as would secure a pr oportion of this trade. ‘” 
Whether the Court, at the time they framed instructions to Court con- 


tinue their 
their Agents at Gomproon and Ispanan, were informed of the confidence in 


conduct and proceedings of the Armenian Merchants, and the pian mer 
interest which they had, ¿in promoting the sale of cloth from sia. 
Aleppo, or whether they did not put confidence i in their servants, 
who had sent information of the proceedings of the Armenians, 
cannot, at this distant period, be discovered ; but it appears, 
that, in this season, they continued their favourable Opinion 
of this people, for they ordered the Agents in io to depend 
on them for the sales of English cloth. (orders originating 
in the obligations they were under to export so Jar ge a 
proportion of this staple), and desired that the Agent, at 
Gombroon might proceed immediately _ to. spahan,, e ‘and 
dispose of it, at whatever price it might bring, still cal- 
culating 


3 793 Mow 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the General and Council at. Rar EAG Mayr ust and 
17th July, 7th and 27th August 1696. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


206 a _ 

YOR ANNA TO OTHE PEON ORABLE z 
. CHAP. HI. -obabilii underselline the A 
eee ee ak ak n, the probability. of underselling the Aleppo) Mer- 
i "We. 4; SHAN _Nesting,, the, proceeds ini money, and ; in, sill: -these 
H _orders were repeated to Captain Brangwin, who had beni: ap- 
i oe oi on the death of Mr.. ABB» to be Chief. Agent in 


paciantet 1 ehittog ows 2 
cent sdi yot Persia) SEE e N SN eee pennti d 
anwobon adi ai qhsst qq DIIDAUA OWI SVE ays 
The Sumatra { op nough ‘the | Court remained Sarees aoa the ‘most: 
trade to be 2 E 
cnccarsgedh generali in telligence, respecting. their, affairs at „Manpras;, Ben~ 

-PaK deog | a 


] 
PaE ate GAL, and BENCOOLEN, they issued orders to. the; President. of 


Vi OF ey VILE 


soloo 38 g 


t ryt 3 Ori iI 

t the trade be- CTOMOIT O eit 

i tween the Fort St. George, to afford every assistance and protection -to 
i Fort and 


i! China pro- the Factories on the Island of Sumatra, that a full supply of 
j ; moted. 
pepper might reach the Europe market ; to offer encouragement 


——— nnn 


for the cultivation of indigo ; and, particularly, to improve that 


j 
! branch of the mint, ‘employed i in coining rupees, to be circulated : 
nog. 10 ainonoliog jaarshib 
Af ‘Sy "a Bena amil to Fos -settle the Factory at Pettipolee, but to limit, 
| See $ haar -OÇ ) 0 
i ae charges to ‘£500 per. annum ; ; and to extend the fortifications, 
me 190 rol pons to otsiz isvjos 90) I 
“bein at ‘Wizagap patana. x Be E N E pick 
Sis i tè G isl a bs W 2imisy® 929 seed . LG 
ea x In this ‘branch of the - instructions, it still „appears; that 
ISIJE VISCO ni. 3 
ios recommended 1 for i improv ingi the trade. between: 


Th 2 PTZ TS 


Pod fosth 
er cen a nies er than at An 10 ' z 
itt B Bod. ,2001ssi er than to 2199 oy. maue ont mort 
f ers me > Bex GAL are still more limited, directing ome 
vis Bi VERGOJ SAF 05 

revenues at Chutanuttee - bodd be improved by de- 


he establishment of a Court of Judicature, at this 


it 


ent; was postponed, till’ esoComnpasy should obtain a Phir- 


oe go 


ro 
32913 ut 18 


l Recs $uagh. elt of J09 od) = i Re ao maund 
bas Ea Bd} of 000 Sd? MO 19194 m OCOL yius as yell DEL TEYMI J 
i aA ete lint yuo. 

Ome from the Court to their Agents at “@émbroon and Ispahan, 4th May and 
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maund from the Mogul, for trade in Bengal, rail an Act ae CHAP, m. 
the: si ae swuas them to ese this plan with more 1696- 97. 
effect.“ 


The orders to BENCOOLEN are confined to two points :— Instructions 


for the Agents 


always to have two hundred tons of pepper ready i in the godowns, at Bencoolen. 


for ‘the first of the Company’s ships that might touch at York 
Fort; and to encourage the Chinese, by every possible means, l 


to trade’ at this’ Settlement, their pa SEY RCS to promote 
the cultivation of pepper. 


The events which occurred in the ‘different ‘Settlements of. Political 


the Company, during this season (1696- 97), would ror, rhe agate 


7! Empire, at 
an imperfect ` knowledge of the actual state of their foreign masea 
IBIL ([SZ8S r4 “and probabi- 
affairs, unless the sources of these events were laid open- licy of a civil 
war, 


The Presidencies and Factories of the Company appear to. 
have suffered from the existing circumstances, in the Mogul g go- 
vernment, in consequence of the gr ‘eat age of ‘the Emperor; from, the, 
difficulties under which his officers could discharge. their duties, àd : 
from the shifting aspects of the factions, both at Court: andi in the 


remote provinces, in which the Company traded ; and from the, ob ieee 


‘nterloping, mae 


Qy—Letters fron; the Court to, ihe Presidentand Council of Fort) St George; \20th: Mapo 
1st July, and 8th December 1696. —— Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council 
at Bengal, 4th May and 1st July 1696. Letter from the Court to the Agent and 
Council at York Fort, 8th December 1696, jnoed tidi od HNO Sel ETN, 


i 
[amt I 
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CHAP. III. interloping Suie having, in many instances, terminated in 
1696-97. positive piracy. 


The relaxed character of the Government, from the great 
age of Aurungzebe, was one of those periodical evils, inherent 
in the constitution of the Mogul empire; and reference to 
it is only necessary, to illustrate the sketches of its history, 
with which it was found necessary to introduce the succes- 
sive periods of the Annals of the East-India Company ;—for it 
was found, that, towards the close of Akbar’s reign, from there 
not being, in the constitution, any fixed principle of succession 
to the throne, his sons, by intrigues and by force, each formed 
plans for seizing on the diadem; in the same manner, Aurung- 
zebe, himself, had to oppose his brothers, that he might secure 
the sovereignty; but, at the period we are reviewing, he was 


about to experience those evils from his sons, which he had 


inflicted on his brothers, and on the empire. 


Sir John Gayer and President Annesley, at this juncture, 
were apprehensive that civil wars were approaching :—they de- 
scribed the Emperor to be jealous of each of his sons, and the 
sons 1 o be for rming parties against their father’s government; and ~ 
each en aging forces to support his pretensions to the sticcession ; 
while the Mogul armies were in a state of indiscipline, of which 
the Ran -Rajah, or head of the Hindoos, had pr ofited, by 


engaging many deserters from the Mogul’s, into his own army : 


—this chief was, therefore, becoming formidable, by the 
services of those troops, which, during the long reign of Au- 
rungzebe, had borne down the Hindoo Power, and subverted 
the 


tee. 
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the kingdoms of Visiapore and Golcondah. In Bengal, the -CHAP mm.. 
Rajah, Subah Sing, was in open rebellion, and had plundered 1696-97. 
Chutanuttee, and the Dutch Factory at Hughly, and made him- 
self master of Muxadavad, though, hitherto, he had not molested 
the English :—Sultan Akbar, who had retired to Persia, had 
levied an army of twelve thousand men, and being. joined by 
the Governor of Candahar, had taken Ghazni, and, with these 
auxiliaries, was approaching the Peninsula :—the Mahrattas, also, 
who had retained Gingee, had brought a large army into the 
field, and had plundered Golcondah :—events which discover 
the relaxed state of the Mogul power, though, at this time not 
anticipated as symptoms of the decline, or fall of that Empire. 

If these greater events in the Mogul history, evince the The English 
actual state of the Empire, in which the Company had the ied and 


principal seats of their trade, the transactions of their Agents ny's property 
restored, but 


with the Native Governors discover the difficulty with which ihe embargo 
they could discharge their duty to their Sovereign, or up- 
hold his authority at their respective stations. At the close 
of the preceding season, though an order had come from 
Court to release the English, and to open the port for trade, 
and though Ettimand Khan, the Governor of Surat, had, on 
so many occasions, proved his friendly dispositions to the Eng- 
lish, still he was afraid to act, knowing the prevalence of fac- 
tions at Court, and had returned the order, with a request for 
fresh instructions, lest his indulgence to the English might be 
interpreted, through the intrigues of the French and Dutch, 
into a crime. At the commencement of this season, the final 


VoL. III. QE orders 
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CHAP. II. orders for opening the port had not arrived; and, in the opinion 
1696-97. of Sir John Gayer, this order could not be expected, or the 
embargo taken off, unless the three, European nations would 
join, and make a large present to the Duan; which proves 
| the shackled situation in which this Governor was placed, and 
l that he had not influence with the Duan to obtain fresh instruc- 
tions to open the port. Sir John Gayer, however, thought, 
j . that it would be imprudent in the English to make this present 
to the Duan, as the French and Dutch would immediately in- 
sinuate at Court, that the bribe had been given, from a con- 
sciousness they were guilty of the piracies alledged against _, 
them :—hence President Amnesley, and the Council, remained 
x l i ay under confinement, till the 27th June 1696, when an order 
| arrived to release the English, and to restore the Company’s pro- 
perty, both at Surat, and at the subordinate English Factories ; 
_ but still the trade remained under restraint. 
_ The interlo- - . The chief source of this oppression on the Company will be 
ping system, 


terminating found in the interloping system terminating, in many instances, 
in piracy, 


TOANT 
G 
* 


pi 


in positive piracy ;—and the conduct of the pirates, in this 
© season, furnishes only a continuation of the depredations which 
F had occasioned the imprisonment of the Company’s servants, 
a and the seizure of their property ; and satisfied the Presidencies 
and Factories, that till the interloping system could be completely 
done away, neither the English trade, nor that of their Eu- 
ropean friends. or enemies, could proceed; though, from the 
Interlopers, or pirates, sailing under English colours, and their 
commanders and crews being composed of either English sub- l 


jects, 
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jects, or English colonists from the West-Indies or America, CHAP. IIL 

the whole odium must rest on the East-India Company. 1696-97 
‘In this state of affairs, Sir John Gayer, without any other 

support than the insular situation of Bombay, and with a garri-. 

son so reduced, that, out of the three companies, he could not 

muster four file of men, as a guard of honour to the Dutch 

Commissary proceeding to Surat, refused to grant passes to 

the Mogul ships, unless: matters should be accommodated at 

Surat, and the Company’s servants released. This expedient 

failed ; for the pirates paid no regard to the Company’s passes, 

two country ships, with these passes, having been plundered in 


the Red Sea. 


The situation of the Company’s trade and Factories may The Gover- 


x nor of Surat 
be discovered, from the conduct of the Governor of Surat, not restrains the 


trade of the 
only to them, but to the other European nations, to whom he French, 


was not equally partial. In the month of June 1696, an inde- English. By 
cisive engagement took place, between seven Dutch, and five 
French ships, off Vingorla Rocks :—the Dutch retired to Goa, 
the French to Surat, at which they pressed the Governor to 
allow them to load goods for Europe, which he positively re- 
fused; nor was he more favorable to the Dutch, as he would 
not allow their Commissary to enter Surat with the usual ho» 
nors, and obliged their ships to leave the port without cargoes: 
—hence they estimated their loss, this season, in consequence’ 
of this stop of trade, at one million of rupees. The like’ 
restraint was imposed on the English, for though they had 
disposed of six hundred ‘and eighty-three bales of broad-cloth 


OF 18, & to 
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Chap. to o. Auga- -Pere, a Surat merchant, for 258,000 rupees, they 
1696- 97. were not permitted to apply this money to the purchase of an 
investment, and, from their imprisonment, were unable to 

_ procure indigo, as recommended by the Court, their stores of this 

article at Broach, Brodera, and Cambaya, having been seized. 


An embargo Such was the situation of the Company’s. affairs in the 


laid on the 
ships of all month of September, when intelligence arrived of the appear- 


European na- 
tions,aiSurat, ance of five pirates in the Red Sea, under English colours :— 


on theappear- 
ance of seve- the Pr esident, naturally alarmed, concluded that the Company’s 


ral pirates in 4 . 
the Gulf of servants would be imprisoned; the Governor, however, only 


Arabia, and i : 
on the Mala- placed guards on them, but would not permit them to leave the 


bar Coast, 
town, and ordered a general embargo on he ships of all the 


European Nations. 

The President, on isp event, again had recourse to ‘the 
expedient, in connexion with the Dutch, of offering, each, to 
send two ships, to:convoy the Mocha. fleet, at half freight ; but 
the King would only allow fifteen thousand rupees for convoying 

; a large ship, and ten thousand for a small one; and the Gover- 
à A was unwilling to write to Court t, recommending an ex- 
clusive Phirmaund for: the Company, till the Mocha “ships 
¿o should return in safety to Surat ;—and, with these terms, the 
edi President was obliged to comply, at a time when he had goods, 
30 Jt) the a amount of five lacks of rupees, which could ‘not be 
ój shipped; and when, by the- aspersions of the Interlopers, Cwho 
yd “represented the Company as not protected at home, and: con- 
a nected with the pirates,) their creditors became pressing for the 
_ discharge of those very sums, which had been employed in 

purchasing 
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purchasing the goods :—every day was, thus, adding to the pee 
Company’s distresses; for intelligence arrived, that two more 1696-97. 
pirates, each mounting fourteen guns, and with crews of one 
hundred and fifty Englishmen, were plundering the country 
ships, both in the Persian and Arabian Gulfs, and that a third 
was cruizing off Tellicherry: circumstances which exposed to 
danger,‘ not only the Company’s Factory at Surat, but their 
Out-factories and servants on the Malabar Coast. 

As if the obstructions from the Interlopers, and the losses The crews of 


two of the 


of the trade, with the imprisonment of their servants at Surat, Company's 
ships mutiny, 


had not been sufficient, a.new evil occurred, naturally arising murder their 
officers, and 
out of the preceding calamities, or the disaffection of the crews tam pirates, 
of their ships, and the soldiery composing their small gar- 
risons.. These’ misfortunes originated in the limited powers. 
which the Company possessed, ‘by their Charter, to enforce the 
observance of their exclusive privileges: —this the seamen 
and soldiers could not but observe, in the hesitation of their 
immediate superiors to punish offences, and could not be igno- 
rant. of the. large divisions of plunder which the pirates were 
receiving; insubordination, therefore, prevailed, both in the 
crews of the ships,. and a disposition among the soldiers to 
desert, and get on board the pirates, where they expected not 
only immediate gains, but the probability of escaping from the 
service. It was at this crisis, that the Mocha Frigate, one of 
the Company’s regular ships, consigned, in the preceding: year, to 
China, and the Josiah Ketch, were seized on, near Achéen, by 
their crews, the officers murdered, and the ships ‘turned’ into 
as pirates, 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


` 


— E —(‘C~*# 


2145 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


QHAP: AT n pirates. Sir John Gayer attributed this mutiny, and the 
1696-97. crime which followed it, to the insidious practices of the In- 
terlopers, who, had corrupted the Conipany’s servants, and, 


ther efore, was Aad to trust the crews of the two Company’s 


i 
| 
$ 
} 
Eii 
1 
ae 
$ 
ia 
H 


Š ships, intended as convoys for Mocha, as they already appeared 


to be disorderly, and might follow the example of the pirates. 


Such was the extent. of this contagion, and so low was the 


Seb entre Slee 


‘state of thf garrison, that even a boat could not be manned àt 

} Bombay, for fear the crew might desert ; and the Governor had 

li not a soldier, whom he could promote to such subordinate ranks 
as those of a serjeant or corporal. 

The country . As the season advanced, the pirates increased in number, 

| aA information having been. received, that three ships of this de- 


scription, fitted out at New York, had made their appearance on 


the Coast of Scindy, and made captures, estimated at four lacks 
of rupees:—and this was only part of the damage done to the 
country trade, during this season, which was estimated at ied 
lacks of rupees. 


The General at Bombay, and the President at Surat, under 


ad 


ayer again 
feos -a events, again offered two ships, to be annually 


_ employed in the service of convoying the pilgrims to Mocha, 
-on condition that the King would defray the charges, and 
give a Phirmaund for exclusive trade to the Company :—this 
offer had the effect of exculpating the. Company from the 
charge of being parties in the piracies, and conciliated 


Ett rae 


ittimand Khan, the Governor, without obliging the President 


fo make the proposed presents at Court. These good offices, how- 


ever, 


a 


nús T 
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ever, were of short duration, for:accounts reached Bombay, in CHAP. nr. 
March 1696-97, of the death of Ettimand Khan, an event which -1696 -97. 
again threw the Company’s property into hazard, from the uncer- 7 

tainty respecting the character or disposition of his successor. 

If such was the situation of the Company’s trade at Surat, Reduced oe 
affairs at Bombay was little calculated to restore subordination, crisis, of the 
or to enable the Governor to act with vigour; for a doubt Bombay. 
had arisen, whether, under their Charter, the Company 
could exercise martial law, except during actual hostilities ; 
and, on the presumption that they could, there was not, among 
their servants, a person properly qualified to act as judge :—the 
garrison of Bombay, besides, was reduced very low, as there 
were not more than twenty-seven European soldiers on the island, 
and no military stores had arrived this season. These difficulties, 
however, did not prevent Sir John Gayer from making every 
exertion to insure a pepper investment :—having obtained ma- 
terials for fortifying Anjengo, he expressed a hope, that five 
hundred tons of pepper would be ready for the ships of the 
following season, at this place, Tellicherry, and Carwar.™ 

The transactions between the Persian Court, and the Com- King a Be 
pany’s Agents at Gomproon and Ispanan, who were continuing asistance af 
their applications to obtain a Phirmaund from the new King, against mae 


were 


(1)— Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, Ist and 10 June, 
22d July, and 15th October 1696, 15th January, 19th February, and 4th March 1696-97. 
Letters from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 19th June, 4th August, 


3d September, 20th November, 5th aud 15th December 1696, 15th January, Oth Fe- 
breary, and 19th March 1696-97. 
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$ CHAP. IiI. were affected by the continuance of the war between the Muscat j 
hae 1696-97. Arabs, and the Persians. The Arab fleets had not offered any 

i. Atabs, and,in , . 3 zs 3 

hie return, offers interruption to the English trade, because no positive assistance 


4 o mats Pior had been afforded, by the Company’s servants, to the Persians, 
| but discovered, by their conduct towards the Portuguese, that 
they would hold. any aid given by Europeans, to the Persians; 
as an act of hostility against themselves:—as soon as they 
found that the Portuguese had offered assistance to the Per- 
sians, they divided the Muscat fleet into two squadrons; one S 
run along the Coast of Africa, and burned the Portuguese 
Settlement at Mombaza, opposite the Madagascar Coast; and 
the other, stretching across the Indian Seas, burned the Portu- 
- guese Factory at Mangalore.. 
; It was under such circumstances, that the Agent at 
i Ispahan received an offer from the King of Persia, that if the 
Company would send a fleet and men against Muscat, to assist 
him in subduing it, he would grant them the same privileges, 
at that port, which they enjoyed at Gombroon. An evasive 
answer, only, could be given, fromthe Company’s shipping and 
troops not being in a situation to afford the assistance required : 
—the probability, however, that it might be given, accounts 
equally for the slow payments of the customs which were 
due, and for the facilities experienced in the application for 
Phirmaunds ; because the King of Persia, balancing the pro- 
bable advantages and disadvantages, hoped he might induce the 
Company to become a party in his projected war against the 


Arabs :—hence, at the opening of the season, the Persian 
market 


«ts F. 
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market was more-practicable, than at the close of the preceding CHAP. IM, 

year, and Mr. Brangwin expected to remit the value of ten 1696-97. — 

thousand tomands, in sequins, to Bombay. | 
The death of Agent Brangwin, in September (who was: Agent Owen 


4 x obtains a 
succeeded by Mr. Owen,) did not suspend the exertions of the Phirmaund 


Agency, to promote the sale of the Company’s cloth, as two atone 5 
additional Factors were sent to Mushat and Tauris, with a 
considerable quantity, to be sold at prices, lower than those 
which the Armenians charged for the cloths from Aleppo. In 
this situation of trade, the Agent and Council made a proposal to 
the Ettiman-Doulut, accompanied with a present of a large sum 
of money, to employ his influence with the new King, to obtain 
an exemption form the payment of the duty called “4 Sudeah,” 
and to have the thousand tomands of customs at Gombroon 
paid annually :—this application’ was received in so favorable 
a manner, that the minister had ordered the Phirmaunds to, be 
laid before him, for his examination:—the necessity of obtaining 
them was the greater, as without this authority, the Company 
were in danger of losing their right to the customs at Gom- 
broon, the Agent, therefore, continued his solicitations, and 
presented a petition to the King, to this effect, on the 3d 
February 1696-97. Though the Phirmaund was drawn up, and 
ready for signature, delays took place, anda second petition, 
recommended by the Ettiman-Doulut, was presented, on ` 
the 2d March, which brought a promise from the King, that 
it would be granted; and, in the mean time, an agreement was ~ 
‘signed to pay the four years’ customs due to the Company at“ 
VOUT. 2 iR Gombroon, 
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CHAP. III. Gombroon, if the Agent would renounce the claim to a. fifth 
a : —— 


l : 1696-97. year, which had been a subject of dispute. The occurrence of 


pit _a religious festival in Persia, at this period of the year (or 
l f. March), prevented the Phirmaund from being finally settled at 
| 

hi 3 the close of this season. 


l ; N i the Agent described the sales of cloth to. peroondd 
> D. from the market being glutted by the large quantities, 
introduced by Aleppo, meeting the Company’s imports, the sales 
at Ispahan and Gombroon produced thirty thousand sequins, 
and it was expected that forty thousand more would be sent to 


Trade at Fort: Af, in the preceding season, the Court did not receive any 


St. George at - 
a stand, from In 
Josses by the 
pirates, and 
from thewars. 
in the Car- 
natic. 


l Bombay, in the course of the year. © 

f formation -respecting the state of their affairs at Fort Sr. 
i GEORGE, Bencar, and Bencoorex, the information from 
l the. first, this | season, is limited, and from the two last, indirect, 
no reports appearing, fr om either of those stations, in the corres- 
_pondence eof this, year... 

‘aoa DPhe,.same; ee prevailed on the Malabar Coast ; 
nd_ the, continuance. of the war between the Mogul and the 
E ooo the Coromandel Coast, accounts for irreg gularity 
ant correspondence ; for events were so shifting, that the 


e sd of them, | on dhana or on the trade, scarcely 


it in the power of the Company’s servants to give an 
_ APA on. ;the: ae of theis, affairs, and this, too, 
when 


aaoieiverrg ‘io Aoote È. bs STISI shett pyri 


a Gj Leier from HAKEN and Councils at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court, 
37th June, 10th July, Jst and 11th October, 15th November, 9th ,Decémber 1696, 15th 
and 16th January, 15th and 20th February, and 20th March 1696-97. l 


an o ee ee 
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when commerce was embarrassed, in the highest degree, by ‘fre- 
quent piracies. 

The event (to which reference has been made) of Sultan 
Akbar having invaded India, supported by Persian auxiliaries, 
had occasioned a division of the Mogul forces :—the Nabob, 
Zulfaker Khan, led one army, into the Mysore country, 
to repel the incursions of the Mahrattas, while’ the King’s 
Duan and Buxshi were overawing the Carnatic, with another 
detachment, and had advanced to St. Thomé, the fortifications of 
which they had demolished :—in this situation, neither the Arme- 
nians, nor the country merchants, could be prevailed onto pur- 
chase fine goods for the investment, even at an advance of fifteen 
or twenty per cent.; the Presidency, therefore, were of opinion, 
that, from every appearance, a general commotion, throughout 
the whole Mogul Empire, was approaching, and that till peace 
should take place between the Native Powers, the sale of Europe 
goods could bear no proportion to the quantity imported. ` The 
Factories at Vizagapatam and Fort St. David had, ‘however, con- 
tinued safe; but cottons, the principal part of ' the investment, 
had become dear and scarce. The revenues at Madras had’been 
affected by the loss of several ships by storms, and by the 
still greater losses by the pirates, ‘while the security of all the 
stations was weakened, by the temptations held out to the sea- 
men and soldiers to desert to those robbers, who either must be 
crushed, or the Company’s trade ruined. A stock of provisions 
had been laid in, for the garrison of Fort St. George, and the 
pay of the Topasses advanced to three dollars, each man, per 

2 hee ae eh Cee ONC 
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CHAP. HL month, to encourage them to’ defend the Fi against any attack 


b ` 1696-57. from the French or Moors. | 
Tradein Jn Brencau, the appearances of civil wars'for the succession: 
ce had disturbed the provinces on the Ganges, and the relaxed 
evolt o e x ; : . i . 
SE state of the Mogul Government was daily becoming greater. 
i A Rajah, Subah Sing, had made himself master. of Rajabmahl, 
and although the Mogul Governor had not been able to. crush this 
rebellion, the trade of the English was permitted to proceed :— 
the Factories of the European Nations were divided, as to the 
part they ought to act:—the French and Dutch declared against 
the Rajah, but the English did not intermeddle with either 
party :—the control which the President at Fort St. George had. 
over the Agency in Bengal, induced him to report, that it would 
be for the Company’s interest, if they, also, declared in favor of 
the Mogul, the probability being, that when the rebellion should 
be suppressed, the works which the English Agents at Chuta- 
nuttee had erected, for their own defence, might be permitted 
to remain, and would form a temporary security :—that, how- 
ever, it would be rash to attempt fortifications on a large scale, 
lest thei’ appearance might excite jealousy in the Government. 
$ This convulsed state of the country accounts for the imprac- 
= ticability of finding a market for the large imports of English 
- cloth, even if sold under prime cost. ` 
-= The reports, ‘in this season, from BrNncooLrn, were fa- 


proving 
Š : ement at vorable; for the Madras Government stated, that since the 


ground. had been cleared round York Fort, the place had become 


more healthy, the pepper plantations had encreased, the Native 
Chiefs 


E 
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Chiefs had become more reconciled to the English establishment, CHAP. IIT. 
and the Topass soldiers preferred remaining in, Sumatra, to 1696-97. 
returning to Madras ; which preference induced the, President 
of Fort’ St. George to send thirty additional soldiers, of this 


description, to strengthen the garrison. © 


(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 30th 
September 1696, and Oth January 1696-97. 
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$ CHAP.III. © Ar the commencement of the season 1697-98, the war in 


. 1697-98. Europe” occupied the whole attention of Government, and 
$ uaa towards the Close of it, the prospects of a treaty of peace with 
f A Sag France, by fixing attention on greater objects, prevented Par- 
sb liament from taking into consideration, either the applications 


in Indi of the London East-India Company, or of their opponents ; the 


measures of the Court, therefore, for obtaining a confirmation of 
theit rights, and their instructions to Sir J ohn Gayer at BOMBAY, 
were accommodated to the shifting appearances of public affairs, 
Saat: hen and consisted more of expedients, than of decisive orders. 
ae, She : Court recommended,” in general terms, to Sir John 
pte 3 Gayer and his Council, “to conduct the Company’s interests, and 
m to proa -apply the stock in’such a manner, as to counteract the Interlo- 
4 ey ners, whosé ships it was pretended had proceeded to the East-* 
Tne, for the è purpose ‘of trade, only. To enable the President 
10 "dct, they ‘§nformed him’ of their applications to the King, 
3 | (patticulaily after thë eo mclusion of the Treaty of Ryswick), to 
use "his! author rity, and to send a force to the East-Indies, sufti- 
iči 10 destroy dhe e pirates, whose depredations and crimes had 
brought “disgrace o on the kingdom, and positive sufferings on 
the ‘servants of the Company, abroad, and, in fact, were” 
E - endangering the | continuance of the East-India trades aaa 
pines When 


LAST«INDIA COMPANY. 


When intelligence reached England, that the pirates had 
established a fortified Settlement at St. Mary’s, on the Island of 
Madagascar, the Court again resolved to solicit a force to dis- 
lodge them, and orders were given, by the King, to the Governor 
of New York (from which port their equipments were said to 


have proceeded), not only to prevent the like irregularities, but 


223 


CHAP. Ill, 
— 
1697 -98. 


to seize on their persons, and bring them to punishment :— _ 


measures, also, were taken, to seize such of them as might, 
return to England, a reward of £50 being offered for the 
apprehension of each pirate, and £100 for Captain Avery; and 
an address was presented to the King, to grant a new commission 
to the Company’s Governments abroad, to try, and bring to 
punishment, the pirates who might be seized, or found in India. 

At the beginning of the season, two. ships, only, were taken 
up for Bombay, one of which was. to, proceed to Mocha for 
coffee, olibanum, and myrrh; but, after the conclusion of the 
Treaty of Ryswick (20th September 1697), the Court resolved 
to increase their equipments to ten ships, with a stock esti. 
mated at <£100,000 in bullion, and £50,000 in goods. 

The instructions for the separate administration of Bom- 
BAY and Surat, open with the Court’s approbation of the plan 
of sending two ships yearly, as convoy to the Mocha and Judda 
fleets, and,. on receiving intelligence of the number of. pirates, 
which infested those seas, directed that a third ship’ should, be 
employed on. this service, provided the Dutch would furnish, an, 
equal number, While the war continued, the, Court were e appr. GJ: 
hensive that, besides the pirates, ‘thein, trade and Settlements 


would 
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the season, 
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tions to Sir 
John Gayer, 
o form, with 

e Dutch, a 
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> convoy the 


pilgrims, and 


‘protect trade. 
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a4 RAL “OF TH WoRoRADEN 
aaar oeta he distfessed py the French, information” having been: 


Dy e received, that the Defence, Resolution, and Success, (late Cóm- 


H _— © pany’ ships, which had been captured i in the preceding season,) 
were ‘fitting: ‘out at L’Orient, as men of war, intended for 


i, . the Indian’ Seas :—nor was the Company’s misfortune; at this 
time, confined to losses abroad ; for the Dorothy and Bedford, 
outw ad gt bound > Indiamen, had fallen into the hands of the 
enemy, ‘with a stock of 258,400, and having on board a cap- 
tain and eighty soldiers for Bombay :—to supply this loss, 
however, a company of infantry, under the command of a : 


| 


lieutenant, was embarked at the close of this season. 
Mr. Thomas Sir John Gayer’s powers, as General, had, hitherto, extended 
Pitt appoint- 


ed Governor over the whole of the Company’ s Settlements, but, after the 
of Fort St. 


George, and Treaty of Ryswick, the Court, impressed with the necessity ofa 
to act for 


twelve more immediate control over their servants at Fort St. Georse 
months inde- = 


new bas {iwa is enshe  batenecn siai 
pengently of and its dependencies, appointed Mr. Thomas Pitt to be Governor 


Saye of Fort St. George, with powers to suspend any of the Council 


390302, big 
t odra whom he might find irregular in the discharge of their 


' ; J tou ws eee: 
oh allege uty :—the a authority to Mr Pitt was to continue for twelve 


k Be and 1 he was to act independently of the orders of Sir 
J br Os measure was evidently intended to put an 


> the a 
the dissentions among the servants at that Presidency, 


slag 
a for a a considerable time, embarrassed the Sorna S = 
TER: g PAi LIK ris ; - 


ne i , ay ‘the —e were uncertain, respecting their Tights at 


aona equally so mat ‘their different Settlements in 


~ India, 


- 


` 
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India, from the great age of Aurungzebe rendering a civil war CHAP. mr: 


for the succession. almost certain. 
President Higginson and his Council had taken a general 
view of “ the interest and behaviour of the Mogul’s children. 


“ and chief. officers, and the great appearances of an intestine 


“« war breaking out in the Mogul Empire,” and desired to have- 


the opinion of the Court, on the following subjects :—whether 
the trade in the Mogul’s country would be best carried on under 
one great Phirmaund, which would comprehend all their Settle- 
ments, or under three separate Phirmaunds?—the Court answered, 


that the Company would be contented with the present Phir- 


maunds, with such additional privileges as could be procured,,. 


and that it would be better to have their three principal 


Residencies, Surat, Madras, and Chutanuttee, continue each. 


under a distinct grant, (as the piracies, in the East-Indies, 
chiefly operated against their affairs at Surat,) and more 
wise to await the event of Aurungzebe’s deach, till it should 
appear, which of the pretenders to.the throne would succeed.. 
The President next desired the Court’s opinion, whether 
the Chiefs of their Settlements should act singly, on any. 
emergency, or whether all three should receive directions from 
one head ?}—the Court answered, that each Settlement should 
communicate its designs to the others, but go on with their own 


particular solicitations. for grants ; because, if the Mogul Em- 


pire should be divided into several Sovereignties, the applications. 


of each Settlement might have effect; but.if the Empire should 


VOL. JII. 2 G. be- 
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amii be acquired, by one; the Company’s  Vakeels. must consult 
1697 = 98; together, and act in concert, and in any Phirmaunds they. might 
obtain, it would be more advantageous to have the rights to the 
several stations expressly mentioned, or described in general | 
words, than to specify aright to have fortifications. at any. of 
‘them. The President concluded with asking, whether neutrality 
should be maintained till the scale turned,, and apparently not to 
assist any party ?—the answer of the Court was, to, keep fair with 
all_parties, and not to assist. any, without absolute necessity ; 
and, at all events, not to engage further than they could 
retreat, if questioned for it: 


Court fix the . i . Under this general system, as the Mogul had been offended 


value of mo- 
ney coined at at the Company's coins having Persian characters on them, 


SSA za the Court desired that, for a time, this might be disconti- 
nued ; .but settled the value of money coined at Surat and 
Bombay, as follows :—the rupee, at two shillings and. six- 
pence at Bombay and Surat; the xeraphin, at. twenty-pence at 
Bombay,; the Persian shahee, at’ four-shillings at Carwar ; and 

the pagoda, .at-nine shillings at Calicut: 
. an a The: Court had sent out a: large: supply. of garrison stores 
for Bomhay,. which., would prevent: expenditure on, that head, 
but tbey- recommended : that. the fortifications at. Anjengo 
should. be narrowed, .and the same number of men, only, kept 
sat this station as at Carwar, because the Queen o Attinga, 
notwithstanding her contract with the English, had agreed 
to furnish the:Danes»with -pepper,:and» because. the-Company 
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had received only a small proportion of pepper in return for their 
great dead stock at that station. © : 

Though the applications for a Phirmaund in Prrsra, in 
the preceding year, had encouraged the Court to expect that it 
might be obtained, it does not appear, from their instructions 
to their servants in that kingdom, during this ‘season, that 
they’ had been ultimately successful, for they desired that 
translations of all Phirmaunds granted hy the Kings of Per- 
sia to the Company, might be made, and transmitted home; 
but if a Phirmaund could be procured, they recommended 
that an article should be inserted, permitting the English te 
barter cloth for silk; but this point was not to be strongly in- 
sisted on, as silk could be purchased in Bone “at half the 
price of Persian silk. 

The. Court, being under an obligation to export a large 
quantity of cloth, approved of the endeavours to dispose of ‘it 
at Tauris, Mushat, and other inland towns,’ and resolved to 
make Ispahan their chief Settlement in Persia, and that’ Gom- 
broon should be subordinate to it:—but, at the same time, -to 
avoid risks in the transit of goods, as large a proportion as 
could be disposed of, was to be sent to Ispahan, to Gom- 


broon, and to Shiras, the great object being to undersell the 


cloth brought from Aleppo ;—the prices, pagel were! to 


OG 2 a Aisia edd te 

I-49 } raton 

(2)—Letters fromthe Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 16th April, olst 

September, and 1st October 1697, 5th February and 10th March 1697-98. Letters 

from the Court to the President and Council of Surat, 23d April 1697, and 10th March 
1697-98: 
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HAPT. pe lower than’ those taken by the Turkey Company, and the 
ie 1697 298: | proceeds “yested in ‘silk hairs’ (specimens ‘of which; as imported 
4 by the Turkey Company, ‘were sént), and Caramania’ wool: and 


i money was to be remitted to Bombay, for the investment at that 
station.) doue yigqu 2, 03 ia n react — — 


iaaa a The state of affairs at Fort ST: GEORGE, and at its depen= 
structions to 


, se eta dencies, ‘during’ the preceding seasons, andthe’ dissentions be- 
` itt, on the > , 


yee Sea ween the Pr ‘esident and Council, having rendered the ‘corres- 
2 


a Keo Cona oe pondence irregular and imperfect, the Court suspended, (in so 


SR or- faras yegarded this Settlement) ‘the general control of Sir John 
eau ets: Gayer, aid appointed Mr. Thomas Pitt to be ‘* President of the 

<P ‘Company's Séttleinents on the Coast of Coromandel, Orixa, in 

. 3 “ the Gingee ‘and Mabratta countries, and on the Coast of Su- 
E é watra, and also to be Commander in Chief at Fort St. George 
«and at Fort ‘St! David?” “In’ dischargi ing this duty, Mr. Pitt 


a ; was to be'assisted witha Council, to’ consist of nine members, 


and was vested with powers, similar to those given on former 
éceasions, when’ the dissentions of the Company’s servants on 
the'Coast had obstructed the trade, and endangered the set- 
: _ Alemients|+ the frequent disappointments, however, which «had 
been experienced in’ granting’ similar powers, induced ‘the Court y 
tonini thë? divation -of this authority, to twelve: months. Mr. | 
Pitt, during’ this pétiods! was’ empowered to suspend ‘from their 
_Office;‘such*6f ‘the Members of Council as he should find to have 
l promoted “disséntions; “always having a Council’ consisting of ! 
“bat mongquiT102 10 o91002 ene 2A—: esos vidna sac Hive É 


‘pions! mood eaived lbagold to erdmok 2 
(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agents and Council at COSE A iiie 


oa April, 1st September, and 1st October 1697, and 10th March, 1697-98. 
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five efficient members; but the regular Council, at. the, Fort, 


in future, was to consist of the President and six Members, and 
vacancies to: be supplied from. their subordinate seryants, who 
were to rise to a seat in) Council by seniority :—should super- 
numeraries remain, they were to be sent to supply such vacancies 
as might occur in the Agency at Bengal. PE 

The instructions, -to President Pitt were, to, establish 
and confirm .. three Settlements, only, on the Coromandel 
Coast, or Madras, Fort St. David, and Vizagapatam;_ to 
continue, according to his. discretion, or to. withdraw, the 
Factory of Pettipolee; and to employ Natives in purchasing 
cloths, rather than have recourse to subordinate Factories : 
—no Factory was to be established, at; Ganjam, and the 
Factory at Tonquin, ‘positively..withdrawn,; and: an estimate 
formed of the,expences of all the | stations ander,his adminis- 
tration, and,ia similar, estimate to be annually. transmitted. to 
Englaidac avrg 920d)’ aia ,atetrod 


By a separate; instruction, Presidenti Pitt, was to devise, a 


ite rca to Y wel’ Ey 
ji ¥ dj Ch a JUL 


plan for increasing the reyenue of Fort-St,,George,; by, equal- 
izing the taxes, which it) was expected ;might, yield more, than 


the: present) amount, of forty thousand, pagodas, per,,annum, 


and to forma, similar plan, for Fort, St. David, that the:mre- . 


venues might, balance the charges :—in;, both cases,;,he was 
carefully to conceal the amount. of.,the) revenues; from..the 
Natives,'-to,prevent, the Princes, of. whom. the settlements, were 
held, from making exactions :—As one source of corruption had 


been traced`to the Members of Council having been farmers 


of 
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CHAP. Til. of the ‘Tevenue, ‘their holding such’ wt or dealing i in rice or 

16979 98. provisions, was positively prohibited. The licences to the Com- 
pany’s Servants to trade in any of the goods which formed a 
part of the ‘investment, was to be restrained, because they se- 
lected the best articles for their private trade, and sent the 
worst to the Company; and, to take away every apology for this 
infidelity, the salaries of their servants were, in ‘future, to be 
paid at the rate of nine shillings per pagoda. 

President Pitt’s attention was farther to be directed to 
the administration of justice, by re-hearing the cases on which 
complaints had been made, and to frame a table of fees, to 

_ prevent extortions from the inhabitants appealing to the law 

ot 2 = courts :—He also was to grant encouragement to workmen 

, in the finer articles, to settle ‘at the Fort, and at Fort St. 

David, as the Armenians had refused to collect fine goods, even 

at fifteen per cent. profit :—English cloths, in future, were not 

to be disposed of by private bargain, but by public sale ; and, 

the better to establish credit, great care was to be taken to keep 

up the coins to their full weight and fineness. With these expe- 

dients, it was hoped the safety and prosperity of the stations 

might be advanced, by always having a quantity of paddy and 

- rice in store, to supply both the city and the garrison, in the 
di | 3 C event of scarcity, or a siege. 

“© President Pitt was, in a particular manner, to use every means 

. © depress the Interlopers, and to discover whether they were con- 

nected with the pirates :—if any of the Company’s servants should 

encourage or assist them, they were to be dismissed the service ; 

x : =) or 
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or if any of the free merchants should be guilty of this crime, they frame UI. 
were to be expelled from the Company’s Settlements. As all the 1697 -98. 
expedients hitherto deyised for suppressing the pirates had proved 
insufficient, the most strict discipline .was ordered to be ob- 

served in the Company’s ships, to prevent the crews rising on 

the officers; a measure the more urgent, as intelligence had 

been received, that the officers of the Hannibal, of thir ty guns, 
belonging to the African Company, had been murdered by the 

crew on the Coast of Africa, and that this ship had pro- 

ceeded, as a pirate, to the Indian Seas; notice was, therefore, 

to be published, that a fleet of men of war was to be sent to 

the East-Indies, for the express purpose of acting against them. 

Such were the instructions under which President Pitt paiement 
was to enter on his government ;—two ships, with eighty the season. 
chests of treasure, were consigned to Fort St. George and its 
dependencies, and two, with a hundred and, ten chests, for the 
Bengal trade. z 

Fort St. David was to be streng dened be a redoni to cöm- 
mand the bar to Cuddalore, and a distinct. mark was to be made 
on the pagodas coined ‘at this station, to distinguish them from 
those coined at the Fort. ®© 

The Agents at BENGAL were 2 ofily to observe a tempo- Factory at 


Chutanuttee 


rizing c conduct with the Rajah, who had revolted against (o'be font 
ed, and the 


the Mogul Government, and : to fortify the Factory at Chuta expences pald 
í j i EY A ASS > IXI DD Doi y e inha- 


_nuttee, bitants. 
297° U2D OF 


(1)—Commission and Instructions to President Pitt,-26th Janvary/1697-98-— Letters 
from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St, George; 16th April and. 14th May 
1697, 26th January and gth February 1697+98. ‘ 
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CHAP. 1I. nuttee, without pppeanine & to give iA regular form :—the cir- 
1697 - 98. cumstance which led to this instruction, was the intelligence that 
= ~ the Dutch ‘and French had fortified their Factories at Hughly, 
to resist the rebel Rajah. The Agent, in a similar manner, was 
to take advantage of the interruption of the regular government, 
and add to the works which had been constructed for the 
defence of the Factory at Chutanuttee, particularly the bastion 
intended to secure the Company’s stores, which was to be made 
strong and regular, and sufficient to protcet their servants 
-and property; but, to temporize with both i except 

in ‘eases of absolute necessity. . 
~ From the place having become healthy, the admber of its 
‘Inhabitants’ had encreased, and to give it importance, an offer 
“was to be made to rent a district, extending from three to 
four miles round the Factory, at eight hundred, or even a 
thousand rupees per annum, and a revenue for defraying the 
charge was to be levied on the inhabitants; but no- English- 
man was to be allowed to rent any lands, except such as were 

in the Company’s employment. 

~ AAN With these’ orders to the Agent it was explained, that 


edt Yo tox 


an limit “the “po owers ‘of suspending the Company’s servants, given to 


“© President Pitt, did not extend ‘to Bengal, who would re- 
edi atte wholly responsible for the investment, and must dispose 
“of the broad-cloths at less than invoice price, rather than 


Pitiow it to remain in store,“ 
The 


MgA Di byes 3? 307 Ai i 5 j > 
N i ingå aj- | Tetters from the Court to the Agent and Council in nae 16th April and 
F, - Yet September 1697, and 26th January 1697-98., vi 
——, | 
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The Settlement at Brncooren haying already cost CHAP.UI 
£200,000, it became necessary, by every practicable means, TONETA 
to encrease the trade :—with this view, the plan for permitting be opens to 
free planters to settle in the colony was 


adopted, under the Country Tra- 


aan, roe ders. 
same regulations as at St. Helena, or requiring military ser- 


vices, which, it was expected, would render the sending of 
soldiers for the garrison less necessary. Among the expedients 
for creating a revenue, to defray the charges, a duty of one 
penny per pound, was to be levied on pepper bought, under the 
Company’s licence, by private merchants. As at all the other 
stations, the Agent and the Company’s servants, civil and mili- 
tary, were to prevent, not only at Bencoolen, but elsewhere in 


Sumatra, the Interlopers from obtaining pepper for their cargoes 
for Europe. 


On comparing the events in India, (particularly at Bompay Political as- 


5 pect of the 
and Surat, and those which had occurred at Madras and Mogul Em- 


3 : x A 4 pire at this- 
Bengal,) with the uncertain situation in which the Company’s period. 


rights remained at home, we discover the imability of the 


Court to afford to the Governors of their foreign Settlements any 
VOL. III. 2 _ other 
(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St. George, 16th April 


1697.— Letters from. the Court to the Agent and Council} of York Fort, 16th ‘April, 
23d July, and 27th October 1697. 


i 
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i CHAP. III. other than discretionary powers, to. adopt the necessary expedients 
ie 1697 - 98. for preserving the trade. Affairs at Bombay and Surat and at 
$ their dependencies, continued in the same precarious situation, 
paii from the probability of civil wars on the death of Aurungzebe, 
| H and from the oppressions of the Native Governors. In some 
i instances, these officers were afraid to act, from the uncertain 
i nature of the Emperor’s measures ; and, in others, they were 
arbitrary, from the facility with which they could oppress a 
commercial body, who could not ask redress, and who, besides, 
were exposed, from the increase of piracies, and the intrigues, both 
of the French and Dutch, to all the odium of these depredations. 
In the preceding season, the revolt of Sultan Akbar, and 
the approach of his army from Persia, through Candahar, to 
invade the Mogul Provinces, were referred to, as events which 
marked the first aspects of those civil wars which were antici- 
pated, as soon as the death of Aurungzebe should afford to his 
sons the opportunity of deciding, by arms, the right of succes- 
sion to his throne. This rebellion was, however, of short 
re _ duration, the Sultan having been repulsed, and again obliged 
oo a to take refuge i in Persia, and was, in some degree, betrayed 
oe = by the Rajpoots, who delivered his son to the Emperor, on a 
are 


a 


Bhs 


$ E i promise of being put in possession of Joudpore. Shah Aulum, 
S another of Aurungzebe’s sons, was, at this time, stationed 
pa 2% with an army at Agra, to watch the future motions of Ak- 
; = bar, and to prevent his again entering into the Mogul domi- 


nions :—this Prince had so completely assumed the adminis- 
tration 


pe 
Po 
a 
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tration of the provinces of Agraand Lahore, that he had imposed 
new duties on indigo, and increased the difficulty of obtaining 
this, and the other articles, which formed part of the Company’s 
investment. Sultan Azim Darah, also, was sent with an army 
into the Decan, to overawe the Hindoo Chiefs, or keep them in 
check, which discovers that the war still continued between the 
Mogul and the Mabhrattas. Khan Buxsh, the youngest son, 
remained near the Emperor’s person, who, at this crisis, was 
disposed, for the first time, to enter into terms of accommoda- 
tion with the Ram-Rajah, or Chief of the Mahrattas. 

These events, in general, sufficiently explain the relaxed 


state of Aurungzebe’s and account for the 


government, 
reasonable fears of Sir John Gayer and the President of Surat, 
that any Phirmaunds or grants, which might be obtained, 
or any relief from the exactions and arbitrary proceedings of the 
new Governor of Surat, would be precarious, and liable to be 
interrupted or withdrawn, by those external causes, which were 
constantly affecting the security of the Company’s property and 
their servants, who were held to be accountable for the depreda- 
tions of the pirates, and whose character was depreciated by the 
insidious reports and conduct of the Interlopers, the Dutch and 
the French, at Surat 


If, hitherto, the English had derived some protection (even 


when the Company’s property was seized, and their servants 


imprisoned) from the humane and equitable character of the 


late Governor of Surat (Ettimand Khan), they were now de- 


2H 2 prived 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


235. 
CHAP. III. 
ym i 
1697-98. 


Phirmaunds. 
precarious, 
from the 
state of the 
Government, 
and the en- 
crease ot the 
pirates. 


Harsh pro-.. 
ceedings of 
the new Go- 
vernor of Su- 
rat, i 


“» 
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i "aR dih nate a 
eh ite “pri ived wat of this resource, from the opposite character of his 


| | 7-98. sucessor, whom, at his arrival, they described to be a stranger 
H “to ‘all’ mercantile affairs, and, subsequently, avaricious and 
I | . y unfriendly to the English. On his entering on his government, 
i “he stopped the mint, till he received a bribe from the shrofts, 
. of twenty-five thousand rupees. After repeated applications, 
f gs he procured an order from the King, for the payment of the 3 
seventy-three thousand rupees, seized from the Company | 
by Muchtar ‘Khan, in the late war; but balanced this sum 
’ against ‘the fine imposed on the Company by the Mogul; 
SAN adjustment ‘of accounts, finally settled the outstand- 
ing claims and debts, arising from` the late war; but 
~ though the King allowed forty thousand rupees to the * 
- English, for the convoy of a large ship to Mocha, and y 
“thirty thousand for ‘a’ small one, the Governor would only E 
~ pay one half of ‘these’ amounts ;—a conduct to which he had E. 
“peen instigated by the Dutch, who, during the time the Eng- 
‘a “ish were imprisoned, excited suspicions that the Company were 
implicated in the crimes ‘of the pirates. | 
| “If the relax xed state of the Mogul Gover nment had been one 
tl je source of the Company’s embarrassment, at the seats of their 
ba “trade in the West of India, the increasing number of the pirates 
meee gener me ey eg se omc a distinction could 


k a no 3433 brig rd REO | Ig: . a iii xc a 
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only, for their object, and both made prizes of whatever ships 
were unable, to resist them. The detail of their proceedings is 
interesting, only, as far as their depredations affected the 
Company’s Settlements, and trade :—they had taken.a Por- 
tuguese China ship, and had plundered and sunk the Diamond, 
an English vessel :—the Company’s late ship, the Mocha Frigate, 
which had been fitted out as a pirate, with one hundred and 
twenty-five men on board, attended by. a smaller vessel, had 
taken or sunk seven or eight ships belonging to Surat; and 
though the Mocha fleet had returned in safety to Surat, under 
conyoy, of the. Dutch and English squadron, Kidd, the pirate, 
had been near them, but had escaped to Rajahpore :—off this port 
he plundered a vessel belonging to Bombay :—subsequently, 
after careening at the Laccadivé Islands, he went to Calicut, 
where he took a vessel, and again made his escape, on the 
appearance of the Company’s ships :—at Cochin, he took three 
valuable Dutch prizes, and then retired to St. Mary’s, in the 
Island of Madagascar, at which, at Tullea, and at St, Augus- 
tin’s Bay, in the same Island, the pirates had fortified stations, 
and, in these, were supplied with stores, sent from New York 
and the West-Indies. 

Sir John Gayer and the President at Surat, therefore, re- 
commended to the Court, to make an application to the King, for 
a commission (the Indian Seas being covered with pirates) to ap- 
prehend them, and bring them to. justice in India, because such 
examples, only, would convince the Country Powers, that no con- 


nexion subsisted between the pirates and the Company’s servants, 


1t 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


27 
CHAP. III. 
1697 - 98. 


Sir John 
Gayer re- 
commends 
an applica- 
tion to the 
King, for 
authority to 
try and con- 
demn the pi- 
rates in India. 


238 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. Il. it being a general impression, that the apprehending and sending 
16977 98. them to England, for trial and punishment, was a pretext, 


which the Natives could neither understand, nor would believe :— 
this application was the more necessary, as the Company’s trade 
was in more danger from the pirates, than from the violence of 
the Mogul Governor, or the incursions of the Mahrattas :— 
there remained the expedient, only, of sending armed vessels as 
convoys to the Mogul ships, from Surat to Mocha and Judda, on 
which service three Company’s ships had sailed, on the 20th 
March 1697-98. 


Oise fof the It was, however, found, that unless the Dutch and . 
ran e 

goignior io French would employ ships on this service, as well as the 
convoy the à 7 s r E 
Mo Ei English, it would be impossible to avert the recurrence of simi- 
Teiuse ‘ t 


the Mogul. Jar violence against the English servants and Factory at Surat. 

4 _ This service had become indispensable to the Europeans, as an 
offer had been made by a Turkish Merchant, that the Grand 
Seignior would send a fleet to convoy the ships to and from 
Mocha, which was refused, by the Mogul, from a dislike at 
seeing a Turkish fleet in the Indian seas :—an answer was, there- 
fore, given, that the service had already heen entrusted to the 
European ships: :—the object of the Governor of Surat, in giving 
as this answer, proceeded from a conviction that he could not levy 
the same + sum from the Turks, as he had done from the Dutch 
and En glish : :—this opinion was justified, by the Governor re- 

l quiring that the freight paid to the Europeans should be deemed 


part t of the ‘compensation for losses : :—on the refusal of the 


Datch, he stopped their trade, but on the compliance of the 
English, 
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English, he promised an exclusive Phirmaund, and an abatement HAEE 
of customs; promises which, should they be fulfilled, would re- 1697-98. 
quire a large present to him. 
Under such embarrassments, the trade of the Company 
became daily more difficult ; the imprisonment of their servants 
prevented the purchase of many articles, particularly indigo, 
which had risen in price, by the large investments of the 
Dutch, facilitated by the imports of Japan goods, the finer spices 
from the Moluccas, pepper from Java, copper, tutenague, and 
tin :—these articles, besides, sold at high rates in Persia, and at 
Mocha, and obtained for them silks and coffee. 
During these embarrassments on trade at Surat, Bombay, pombayaBoe 


er these cir- 


and its dependencies, were placed under difficulties equally çomstancge; 
in a nazar- 


great. At Bombay, Sir John Gayer reported, that the means pow situa- 
of defence, and the resources, were unequal to the service ;— 
the garrison was still weak, as only seventeen soldiers had . 
arrived this season, the greater part of the recruits having died 
on the passage ;—trade, besides, was exposed to heavy duties 
on the transit of goods, to be sold in the Mogul dominions, 
five per cent. being paid, as Company’s customs, at Bombay, on 
the export, eight per cent. levied by the Portuguese at Tannah, 
and arbitrary exactions. made at Gallian, a town on the 
continent, belonging to the Mogul, at which the Governor 
paid one-fourth of the revenue to the Mahrattas; charges 
which could not be compensated by the duty of one rupee per — 


ton, paid by all English ships, for the Company’s passes. 
The 
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CHART) . The pepper trade: was equally precarious at Anjengo, for 
1697-95 98) though that station had been made sufficiently stron g to defend it- 
self, the Queen of Attinga had become jealous of the English, and 
had threatened to expel them from her country ; and at Carwar 


much difficulty was experienced in obtaining pepper, the 
Mahrattas. having laid waste the districts in the vicinity. on that: 
station. | 

Sir John Under such discouraging circumstances, the intelligence 


Gayer offers 


hisresigna- that a large stock had been subscribed in England, and that 
tion, and re- 


prie Rre considerable supplies and equipments. might be expected; 
ley's conduct. encouraged the General and Council to proceed with the 
investment, and to keep up both the export and import trade. 
Sir John Gayer, and President Annesley, do not appear to have 
coincided in the measures which each recommended, under 
difficulties which both acknowledged :—at the close of the 
‘season, Sir John Gayer solicited permission. to resign, on a 
proper successor being appointed; but protested against Mr. 
Annesley, as haying mismanaged the Company’s business ‘en~ 
trusted to his charge. 

b in ot ca Continuing the-detail. of events in Prersra, which, in the 
y : A the preceding season, -brought the applications of the Agents for 
oe this a new. “ Ahtnama,” or Phirmaund, and “ Rogoms” (or de- 
ad mode wo © tached 
E Tellers from the Ceneta and Council at Bombay to the Court, 11th April, loth 
May, 30th October, 30th November, 15th and 18th December 1697, 12th, 25th and 26th 


January, í 20th and 23d February, and 10th March 1697-98.—— Letters from the President 
and Council of Surat to the Court, 2d and 2ist April, 4th May 1697, 12th January, 12th 


Eg An February 1697-98. 
í Bombay, 21st August 1697. 


—— a 


Letter from the Chief and Factors at Anjengo to the General: 


Kiih 
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‘tached grants of privileges to the Company), into @ situation aan 
where success was. probable, we find that, on the 18th June 1697 -98. 


1697, they were obtained, and had passed through ail the offi- 
ces, notwithstanding the opposition of the Dutch, who. had 
offered double the sum, provided an order should be issued to 
stop the Company’s trade.» yd ized gealautind 
The ‘“ Ahtnama,” or Phirmaund, granted by Sultan Hossein, 
dated the 18th June 1697, conferred particular privileges on 
the English Nation, and: proceeded on the Phirmaund, origi- 
ginally granted by Shah. Abbas the Great, in 1615, during the 
reign of King James I., which was afterwards renewed- by 
Shah Sephi, and, subsequently, by Shah Selimon, in the-reign 
of King Charles H. :—this new Phirmaund stipulated, that an 
English Ambassador, or Consul, should reside in Persia, and, 
if required,’ a Persian Ambassador should: proceed to Englandi; 
—that the English might bring their ships to: whatever ports: 
in Persia, they pleased; and be furnished with carriages for their; 
goods, and, pay the same price for provisions, as the Natives ;—= 
that, -in case of shipwreck, they should be assisted in:saving their 


goods, and persons embezzling them were to make restitution; ` 


—that they should not: be obliged to sell their goods; at any: par-) 
ticular port, but might purchase what they chose, with ready 
money ;—that they should not be compelled to abjure their own 
religion, < 2. bing God's business to turn men’s hearts ;’ —that 
they should, ‘be, entitled to wear arms, to defend. themselves 
against “< rogues” attempting to’ steal then goods, and not 
he punishable for killing them; but if the offender (being a Per- 


VOL. III. 2I ` sian) 
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CHAP.) sian) be:séized; he was: tobe: carried before the chief \officer!of 
1697 =98. the place, who was:to:punish hint; ‘butif Englishj«“$ they:might 


“chill him themselves ;’’—that the: EnglishiAmbassador should be 
allowedea house;: andif any ‘of his people: offended) ‘he should: 
be: the: judge; and: the English Consul; in absence ‘of?the Am~: 


- bassador, was to have the same respect and’privileges:;——that ifthe: 


Persians ‘should;commit> any: injury’ onthe «attendants of the- 
Ambassador;: application was’ to bé »made\to the Cazi for re=: 
dress ;—thatithe linguists of the Ambassador ‘should be privi-: 
leged ;=-that! the’ English should: be allowed: to:employ: people: 
of: every cast; whocnight be willing: to serve them, and if an» 


Englishslave:be brought-from)Turkey,; he should:be liberated; on 


the-repayment»to his: master, of the sum paid*for him ;—that, 


onthe: death iof van; Englishman,: his. countrymen might dispose ` 
of this | éffectsycaccording'to!theirown Christian: law’; and: if he 
should yhave:married a’Christian; and have children, and ‘the: 
mother«be:dead;>the: children should be delivered:to the English: 
Ambassador;—that ‘the- English should pay: the ‘samerduties: of- 
import and ‘export; that 'they-paid at Aleppo and Constantinople, 
andonlyisuch “iRdddarage??'as had béen usual; and‘should they. . 
lose'goods, cand»affirm ‘such Joss before the! Consulj"then othe- 
Governors'iand .{oRaddars”’should be compelled to® find°such : 
goods, or to pay for them ;—that. should any ‘dispute ‘arise?’ 


among’ omerchants, ¥ under *the’value’ of twenty tomands, it 


should ‘be decided: by the Cazi, and, if above’that:sum}:by the’ 


Ambassador, according to the Persian law, in both cases; and 
AREH if 


wA “wit. aisia ap) 


OHO witli 
s 
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if.theEnglishcouldsnot;sellstheir goods at: ee ie eee 
theymight dispésé:of them: where theyspleaseds W o: osiq orl 1697 1984 
od bTheidtogoms;! orpărtieular privileges; paner sto si Gain? 
pany,! inclided'thé| nineteen, formerly conferred» bythe: successive. 
Sovereigins)of -Rersia; with:two additional ones.) By the: former | 
grants,':the- Company háda right:to: possess’ a*house:at‘Ispahan;) 
to ‘recover, goods staken fromthem: onthe road;—+to: be‘ex-! 
empted} from ‘i:Raddarage”’ int they Persian «dominions:;--to: 
receiye civil usage ;;+.to-:export twelve horses. annually; — tob 
export; two:thousand»maunds of goods,: free of>duty;—=to. éon- 
vey: their goods-in' safety to) their house ‘ins Ispalian ;+=to shave a 
right of <bringing' watér to their house;+-to-have guards toitheix! 
Caphilas, cor“ caravans ;=to :make, drink;: and exportnwine;— ; 
toemploy: assistants in making wine;=+to :buyswhat :Caramaniag 
wool they: might have) occasion: for ;-tothavé>thespower-of, judg. 
ing! of the offences! of their own people ;=>to Selk:to:the Governor! 
of 'Gombroon for :ready-money, he’ being» prohibited: fromsemploy=; 
ing any. force:in «compelling: such’ sales$—to itake-posséssion| of A, 
their, own:house at, Shiras, ‘which the Governor ihad:dispossessed:; 
theni; of\;-—not to be:compelled: to give. presentsiito the -Ithans;:« 
or Governors ;---td) be: protected against: hindrancéy:in bringingel 
goods:on-shore,|,at »Gombroon ;=and «nos custom, finsfuturess ted 
be,paid on){o#ding:’ and sugarii; oma! rot qeq ok 10 boog 
iHi Theradditional-Rogoms:nowsgrantéduby ,Sultamshlosseingis 
were; firsts: hatsthe ste should: 10 futiire;d beséxenipted from?s 
= bas ;a9as9 diod ni iia Add od gaily 19995 cae 


““(1)—Copy of the Ahtnama, or Phirmaund, renewed by Sultan Hossein, June 1697 
(MSS, in the India Register Office, vol, 1, No. 4759). 
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AP. IT. “payitient of the duties of “ Sudeak” and ** Havoy,” throughout 

7.98. tlie Persian dominions; and, secondly, that the arrears of “cus- 
toms, due ‘to’ the English, should be alba peg and 
“paid by the Governor of Gombroon. © aarlig 


The Arme- iu d These Phirmaunds and Rogoms were followed by an order 
nians o ose. 

the Conte fi om the King, to the Khan of Caramania, to permit the Com- 
ny’s export TRS Ee sive? artes k ; Johoren deca “944 i SE PE 
of sik a D Ti an of wool to be made to their full extent; but, 
Gombroon, j;. 


it was found dificult to obtain an additional Rogom to export 


> silk by way of Gombroon, this request being opposed’ by the 
Armenians, ‘because it would obstruct their trade to Aleppo ; 
diga ‘however, - a Rogom ‘to this effect, could) be procured, 
“it would effectually depress the trade of ‘the Turkey Company, 
which could: no longer make those profitable exchanges for the 
‘silk, which’ a a the most Ae ai parn of ei assort- 
= ments. 3919 ater » cous S2ub590.. A i AE , j i 
Offer of ac- - Jn this state of the Company’s interests, the ship, Charles 
iy on one the Second, ‘which'had arrived at Gombroon from Bombay, was 
40, Pe shi ps Offered ‘to’ convey tó India, the Ambassador from the King of 
EA bene, Persia, to the Mogul ; it being of importance, that the Compan y 
E proceeding st build have the credit of this ser vice, rather than the Dutch, 
eMe Ter would readily offer one of their vessels, both’ to ¢onciliate 
E vd favor, and to prejudice the Persian Court against the English. 
; f eulPhe: Agent, also; suggested the’ expediency of assisting the Per- 


x 10 sians inthe reduction of Muscat, and. rents the Arab nee 

“ oF bus} bivo ib, Jer) tid; boy i999% used : > O83 56 
Senobiaoossil) bas yideix a yasquno oli | rervergani as 

i = “Jo (1)— List of Rogoms renewed and granted to the English, by Shah Sultan Hossein, 


dated the 18th June 1697. (MSS. in the India Register Office, vol. xlviii. No. 4642). 
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if no other reason existed, than to deprive the Dutch. of. the REARS 
opportunity of acquiring influence, if their. fleet should go ona 1697 -98. 
service that would be so acceptable to the King, of Persia., 

While the Company’s affairs in Persia were in this improyed Treacherous 


' conduct of 
state, the Agent acknowledged the services of Daath Com- theArmenian 


? - : merchants in 
pany’s former broker, who was extremely desirous o 


being” the sale of. 


oF of fi 
English 
restored to their employment :—at the same time, he. described cloth. 


the Armenians as haying’ obstructed the sale of English cloths 
on every occasion. This conduct, he trusted, though it would 
render the sales dull, for a year or two, would not, ultimately, 
ruin the project of disposing of large quantities of English cloth : 
—mnean-time, the cloth which came on the Charles the Second 
had been sold to the shopkeepers, at seventeen months’ credit, 
though the Armenians had endeavoured, to persuade then not 


to buy the Company’s cloth, because they expected a, large 
assortment from Aleppo. 


to Sbnte zili 


In this state of the Company’s. Arata iMr. ‘Barwell Was Measures of 


4 Mr. Barwell, 
appointed chief Agent in Persia, with) instructions,, under) the on being ap- 


new Phirmaunds, to. push the sale of English cloth as far? as eee 
possible, and to endeavour (if it should, cost; the sum/of five. pe fe 
thousand, rupees in presents) to obtain a participation in: the silk?” P AN 
trade with the Armenians, anda Phirmaund for exporting) it; by 
Gombroon :—the’ report closes, with stating, that the^ anrears 
of customs ,had_not.been recovered, though a part of those, of 
the current year had been received ;—but that it would tend to 
the improvement of the Company’s rights, and the confidence 
sarr errog Yo miret) of 


bəfah 
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SHAE of th eP ersiang, in, them, sif some, of the: pir ates, . condemned i in 


1897-98. England,-could be sent for, execution to Persia, and. to Surat, 
Trade at Fort ~ e Company’s S; affairs. at at, Font ST GEỌRGE,, during. this 


St, George {53 a 
pete, by season, continued to be affected, by the, wars, which still, prez 
Carnatic, and _vailed between the: Mo gul;;and, the, Hindoos,.,. which h made, 


by the in- X9 ji 


creased num- it_inexpedie sf to ,atte mpt. ¡procuring a . Phirma und fọr, Madras, 


HERS et 


ber of the 
pirates. ~The eMogu ; General, Zulfaker. r Khan, ¿was still beseiging Gingee,, 


and, trade-in in i Circar, of Vizagapatam , had been. completely, 
interru upted. ; The only public. circumstance, mentioned, related to, 


HONTI 
the oaio of Fort § SEG George and F ‘ort,St. David, the 2 garrisons, of, 


each of which consist [of one poode and. thirty- -three European, 


soldiers and, eighty-cight, topasses —the navigation, however; 


was connie dats rupted, by, the. pirates,.who h had. increased t tox 


JCA Bais 


ten ss manned ; by SEEMS» of from one } hundred to « one hundred, 


S05 
nd fifty men, each under these circumstances; small: country. 
ih had been , disp: atched to Tonquin, to withdraw t the;Factory, 


jJ—-: 299 Parsee Ji St eb 
agreeably, to, the, Court SOME jon grow ovewod ,enoitusoo1g 
TheA i 
pee Ne dng oti Sof WNE io ia the Company’s.sta ations and, ; 


Bengal sends” 


an Envoy to trade at Bombay, a and, dat Fort St, George, were equally, felt in, 


Prince | Azim, 


at Burdwan, Bin GAL T, which was POE EA independent ent of ea 


; tosolicit pro síri er P n 
ae O as foie a i we si’ 
5 igl penable. it, do accommodate tae, thipmna ‘oath darting 
pee menie on the Co ast, a amd in the Bay < of, Bengal: 4: io IF & IR pad 1 
YidouHl ts jaio s sizildsies o} aoia 
TE e O e 
yd borovule 23 _gchiao chant ihe President oghae Ehudi oP Foie St, gai Diadan urt, gaiw 


daed sd! 
soisiu] Jane H697. +t +HwLéten from athe: President and Council of Fort (St. Georgeitd the Generala | 


ss h arial Seppe at Bombay, 7th August 1697. 


TOR Apea oa 


04 Se 


” 22 ea 
ç p3 “ “ 
o a a a O = p 
i a Mi A i es 
YA 


OO T a 
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“Sultan Azim, grandson of the Emperor (the: son of Shati CHAP. If. 


Ades Was, about this timé, appointed ‘Subah, ‘or Viceroy, of 1697 z j 
Bengal; Bahar, and Orissa, and a new Nabob was gent to'Bengal, poe ae 
the ‘principal sëat of the Company’ s trade. “ ‘AS thé 'Princé was Volant 
at Burdwan, ’ poun thé Dutch and’ the English’ thought i expe! | 
diéñt to ‘send at ‘embassy to ‘him, with presents Mr “Sta aniey ais toed 
was: éniployed by the Agent: at'Chutanuttee, on ‘this mmission, i jons 
a. présent, valued at sixtéen’ thousand rupees ; 5 “but the Prin mE @ 

not, as yet; attacked the insurgents, on account of the sau 


of one’ of ‘his principal officers ‘with’ a a large Body. of ‘cavalry, 


though © 'he hadt entered” the rebels” ‘country, ° “and ra "general 


action was däily expected. In’ this ‘state of | affairs, the trade in’ 


yeahs 


Bengal’ was perfectly open, the object of the “Agent being “not 


only” lonha the Prince, but’ to’ engage ‘his “Duan to. GTA 


courage the’ English imports, by making Him a ‘present SFE rye i 


lish" broad? cloth, estimated’ at eight | hedaisga APERE 

precautions, however, were not sufficient to ‘prevent RONE 

Nabéb from récèiving ‘the Interlopers, ‘who, for z a bribe of a tbnsa isansa 
ts 3 srt Oo} OWS oe 


teén thousarid rupees, had got a Perwannah, “for tradein engal, unis sonh 
ty Ry ag aswbisd 
28 W "46 Ca Wan 


: doadye 
anda promise ‘tohave it confirmed: by the King; 5a promise whic org, tiviloe o 
tnd ro noioa 


he’ did hot ‘fulfil; probably from “the | expectation of a “greater 


bribe from’ thé Agency ; Mr. Stanley, ‘therefore, ‘applied iG le he 


Prince for a prohibition to the Interlopers, ‘and Rae Po T 


sion Ko establish a mint at Hughly. 


Tn’ “this” mixed state of interests, ‘the ‘investment proceeded The invest: 
ent oD- 


with much difficulty, because the markets were astunhed by the frome’ by 
e utc 


Interlopers and.the Dutch, the. former: being: soppen with ‘salt- ,and Interlo- 


s Pers. 
H gué i (SGOOG 28 pètre DIR 


° $ 
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CHAP. II. and calicoes by the Armenians, and the latter -by their own 
i i he C 
1697 -98. Agents ;—the rights, thus, as well as the trade of the Company 
in the Bengal provinces, depended, this year, ‘on expedients, and 
on the activity of the Agents, and were exposed to risks from the 
pirates,. whose numbers were daily increasing. © 
Company's Though no direct information was received from Bex- 


trade at Ben- 
coolen on the COOLEN, it appears that this Settlement had become: much 


SE more healthy than formerly, and that considerable quan- 
tities of pepper had been procured at York Fort, and at 
Tryamong; and, in general, that the stations, on the Island 
of Sumatra were in an improving state, for we shall find that 
considerable equipments and stock were consigned to them, in 


the following season, © 


(1)—Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 3d 
June 1607. 


Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Agent and 
Council of Bengal, 23d November 1697.—— Letter from the Agent and Council in Bengal 
to the General and Council at Bombay, 6th January 1697-98. 

(2)—Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 3d June 


1697. 
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1698-99. 


LONDON COMPANY. 


Tur Annals of the London East-India Company have been 
traced, from their establishment by Queen Elizabeth, to this 
eventful year, when, after the long series of difficulties, at home 
and abroad, which they had to encounter and to surmount, 
their rights and privileges were to be overset. Hitherto, 
the London East-India Company had been opposed by licences 
from the Crown, contrary to the Charters and privileges 
which the Crown itself had granted :—those licences had been 
given to Private Traders, who sought a share in the trade, 
without incurring the heavy charges and expenditure of the 
Company at home, or of their establishments abroad. After 
struggling through the oppressions, and the invasion of their 
Charter and privileges during the Interregnum ;—after having 
those rights and privileges recognized, at the Restoration, and, 
from time to time, enlarged ;—after experiencing obstructions 
from the projects of Private Traders, under all the various deno- 
minations of Interlopers and Pirates, and having their credit 
exposed to ruin, and their servants to imprisonment ;—and, 
(during the last ten years which elapsed, from the Revolution), 

VOL, Il. 2K after 
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CHAP. III. 
Se— 
1698-99. 


Retrospect of 
the difficul- 
ties against 
which the 
London East- 
India Com- 
pany had 
struggled, 
from their 
establishment 
to this period. 
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CHAP. III. after having obtained grants from the Crown, and encourage- 
1698-99. ment in their applications to Parliament, to have their rights 
placed on the basis of an Act of the Legislature, the London 
East-India Company were now to experience the misfortune 
of having a rival, recognized on that constitutional ground, 
which they had sought, and merited. 
Such were the vicissitudes, and such the hard fate of that 
London Company, which had created, and, for a century, pre- 
served a direct trade between England and the East-Indies. In 
the sequel, we shall have to view the exertions of this Company, 
: : possessed of property and of experience, bringing not only 
popular speculations to the test of experiment, but obliging 
the rival Company to seek their safety in an union with 
that mercantile body, which they had endeavoured to over- 
set. 
Arrange- In tracing this important branch of the commercial history of 


ment to be 


observed, in the kingdom, we shall continue the same chronological order, but 
tracing the 


Annals ofthe distin uis hee Wye ad ee P 
Annals ofthe distinguish the Old Company by the title they were now obliged 


X ee compa- to assume, of The London Company, from the New Association, 

É: ; TA which obtained the more popular, because national, name of 

s The English Company. After recapitulating the rights and 
privileges of the one, and stating those of the other, we shall 
trace the domestic and foreign transactions of each, and- 

: connect them with the events which marked their struggles, 
‘within the same limits, at the close of the memorable reign of 

a Aurungzebe, , 

On 
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On the subject of the rights and privileges of the London CHAP: 11. 
Company, a retrospect was taken of the successive grants by 1698-99. 
which they had been established, and had continued to acquire 
Settlements, by purchase, or by treaties, and, recently, of the 
renewed grants obtained from the King, when an appeal was 


made to the Crown, to adjust the disputes with the Private 


Merchants and Interlopers. The result of this appeal was, that 


the London Company were confirmed, by grants from the Crown, 
as a Body Corporate, with succession ; but their applications to 
Parliament, to have these Charters and grants of privileges 
strengthened by legislative authority, (agreeably to the form 
which the Constitution had assumed) were waved, or not con- 
ferred; and yet it was, even at this time, considered as ma- 
nifest, that two Companies, of the same nation, and with the 
same privileges, were political contradictions, if not absur- 


dities, as their opposition to each other, must ruin the credit 
of both. 


At this period, an opinion began to prevail, that a second Events 
which led to 
East-India Company might be formed :—this opinion Originated the establish- 


ment of a 
in the encouragement given to the Private Traders, or Inter- New East- 


Indig . 
lopers, to make successive equipments, and to obtain grants pany. SA 
from the Native Powers in India, allowing them liberty of trade; 

a conduct which the London Company held to be an invasion 
ef their exclusive privileges. i 

In the preceding season, the resources required for pro- The project 
secuting the war against France, brought forward the project ook to 


Bank, to 
raise a suppl 


~ 


> 
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for the Go- 
vernment 
impractica- 
„ble. . 


London 
Company of- 
fer to raise 
£700,000 at 
four percent. 
forthe public 
‘service. 
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CHAP. IL of “ a Land Bank,” by which £2,500,000 was to be raised for 


1698-99. the public service. On examining the means from which such 


a Bank could raise subscriptions, the plan was soon found to 


be impracticable, because the commercial resources of the 


country, alone, could furnish this large and sudden supply, and 


the recent establishment of the Bank of England prevented so 
considerable an amount being drawn from it, while the losses of 
the Turkey and East-India Companies, during the war, made 


it impossible for them to furnish this aid; the project, there- 


fore, of “ a Land Bank” was suspended, but not laid aside. In 
the season we have to review, a large supply was, also, required, 
to wind up the expences of the war, on the restoration of peace, 
by the Treaty of Ryswick. 

In 1698-99, the Private Merchants renewed their appli- 
cations to obtain from Parliament an Act, for creating a New 
East-India Company, and founded their application on the 
public prejudices against monopolies, artfully connecting those 
prejudices with the discontents of many of the Proprietors 
of the East-India Stock, who had -not regularly received their 


dividends; on account of the heavy loss of ships and cargoes 


_ during the war. ’ 


The Court of Committees (Directors), therefore, at the 
opening of this season, found it expedient, as the House of 
Commons had again taken into consideration the state of the 
East-India. trade, to offer to advance £700,000, at LA per 


cent. interest, for the public service, provided their Charter 
should 


o 
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should be confirmed by Act of Parliament, and the trade to CHAP. mt. 


India legally settled on the London Company. . 1698 - 99, 
While this subject was under the consideration of Parlia- The ee 

i erchants 
ment, a number of Private Merchants proposed to advance offer to raise 
£2,000,000 


£2,000,000, at £8 per cent. interest, provided they might at eight per 
À ae : i > cent.which is 

have the exclusive trade to India vested in them, and that acesb ted and 
A a ui Intro- 


they should not be: obliged to trade on a Joint Stock, unless duced in i 
they should afterwards desire to bé incorporated for this purpose, 
and have a Charter conferred on them. 
The large offer of 42,000,000, though at higher interest, 
was considered to be more advantageous to the public, than 
the offer of 700,000, by the London Company, because 
it would furnish the State with a greater and more imme- 
diate supply of money; a Bill, therefore, was introduced into 
the House of Commons, for accepting the offer of 42,000,000. 


The Court of Committees (Directors) in their London Com- Arguments 
of the Lon- 


pany prayed to be heard against this Bill, and pleaded, that don Compa- 
> D9 e . 5 inst 

they had fulfilled all the conditions in their successive Charters ; this Bill, and 
. . a £ 
that they possessed a full right to their Settlements, to which, by the Private 


k P Merchants, 
law, they had an exclusive title; that they enjoyed commercial 


privileges in the Settlements, which they had purchased for 
valuable considerations, and which they estimated at 344,000 
per annum ; and concluded with offering to open subscriptions, 
to the amount of 2,000,000. Im answer, the New Associa- 
tion pleaded that the Crown had, from the first Charter of 
Queen Elizabeth, to the present time, reserved the power, if 
the trade should not prove profitable to the King and to the 


realm, 
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CHAP. realm, to withdraw the privileges of trade on three years, 
1698- 99. notice. In reply, the London Company stated, that the property 
of numerous families would be lost, unless supported by a fixed 
joint stock; that it required £600,000, annually, to carry on 
the trade; that the London Company were bound to export 
£100,000 per annum, of British produce; that their losses, 
during the war, amounted to 1,500,000; and that they had 
paid £295,000 in customs, and £85,000 in taxes, &c. 
R jantoon Such was the substance of the arguments for and against 
; Gayer while the Bill, and the instructions of the Company to their servants 
pending. | abroad, while this Bill was pending in Parliament, will form an 
interesting illustration of them :—Afraid that the rumours of 
this event might prejudice their trade abroad, and affect the 
precarious relations, subsisting between their Presidencies and 
the Country Powers, and that intelligence of it might be con- 
veyed to India, by their own ships, the Court explained the 
critical situation of their affairs in England, to Sir John Gayer, 
in a letter, dated the 28th May 1698, and trusted the pro- 
4 ject of their enemies would prove abortive, and that, after all 
their troubles and charges, they might, at last, obtain a happy 


Bet enan, of their affairs:—mean-time, they recommended 


i 


to t heir servants, nót to give credit to insinuations against 
the , Company, but to exert their utmost industry in improving 
= we “she stock of this season, at each of their Factories, and parti- 
= Oc aa ‘ ee cularly 


Bi Bi 


Be er, A 0) —See the Series of East-India Charters (printed) from Queen Elizabeth to 1698. 


4 oe Anderson's History of Commerce, vol ii., page 634. 
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cularly warned them of the probable attempts of their oppo- GĦAP. t 
nents, to corrupt those who were entrusted with the manage- 1698-99. 
ment of their affairs abroad. 


Notwithstanding the expectations of the London Company, Act passed, 
incorporating 


an Act passed (10th William III, cap? 44) “ for raising a sum, the Private 


P pect Merchants, 
** not exceeding two millions, upon a fund, for payment of by the name 


z We , 4 of the Gene- 
< annuities, after the rate of £8 per cent., and for settling the ral Society 


ct trade to the East-Indies.” The subscribers to these two mil- the BaseT- 
lions were denominated The General Society trading to the East- 
Indies, and the King was empowered to incorporate them, by 
Charter, into one Body Politic ; each subscriber to trade, annually, 
to the amount of his subscription, and the Old, or London Com- | 
‘pany, to be permitted to trade to India, till the 29th September 4 
1701. | 3 
The Court of Committees (Directors) of the London Com- ae araon a 
pany, in their letter to the General at Bombay, 8th July 1698, a Coppa aie i 
described the events which accompanied the progress and passing scribe OY 
of this Act, in a manner which, in their opinion, rather proved - 
that it was the result of the success of a party, than of deli- 
berate parliamentary wisdom :—they stated the offers which the 
London Company had made, but, that the Interlopers had pre- 
vailed, by their offer of having the trade free, and not on a 
Joint Stock ;—that the Act had passed the House of Commons 
by a small majority, and also the House of Lords, in which 


a protest was entered against it ;—that as Corporations were 
per- 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 28th May 169S. 
(2)—East-India Acts (printed 1786), page 14. 


> 
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‘CHAP. IIT, permitted to subscribe, and trade to the amount of their sub- 

1698-99. scription, and as the London Company were allowed to trade, 
without subscribing, for three years, the Court had resolved to 
take advantage of this clause, as a Corporation, and to subscribe 
as large a sum as they could, that they might trade on it, after 
the expiration of their period. 

From the consideration that this commercial rivalship would 
produce public losses, the Court hoped the Act would be repealed, 
in the subsequent session, and informed their servants abroad, 
that the Court of Proprietors had resolved, by large equipments 
and stock, to purchase such investments as would frustrate (if 
their servants would act with spirit and fidelity) the speculations 
of the Interlopers or New Association. 


e aneri A month subsequently to this notice, the commercial spirit of 


ons . . 
to their the London Company, instead of being depressed, appears to have 
f Agents to 
counteract 
the schemes 


of the New that though they formerly had hesitated to have a large stock 


= Association, 


been invigorated; for they informed their servants in Bengal, 


in India, to make purchases, because they had not fortresses, 
in which their stores could be secured, that now, when 
‘their fortifications were equal to the defence of their property, 
-the shipping and stock would be encreased, in proportion to the 
difficulties they had to surmount ;—that they were satisfied of 
- the impracticability of two Companies subsisting in England, at 
the same time, with the same objects, and trading within the 
=_= same limits, or, in their own language, that ‘‘ two East-India 


“ Company’s 


(1)— Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 8th J uly 1698. 
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Company’s in England could no more subsist, without destroy- CHAP. Ur. 
“ ing one y° other, than two Kings, at the same time regnant 1698 - 99: 
« in the same kingdom ;—that now a civil battle was to be 
« fought, between the Old and the New Company ; and that two 
‘* or three years must end this war, as the Old, or the New, must 
give way ;—that being veterans, if their servants abroad would 
do their duty, they did not doubt of the victory ;—that if the 
world laughed at the pains the two Companies took to ruin each 
other, they could not help it, as they were on good ground, and 
“ had a Charter ;—that when the three years expired, still they 
had revenues and possessions, and had a share in the New 
“< Company’s stock, to the amount of £315,000, and were, there- 
“< fore, entitled to trade, annually, to India, to that amount.” © 

Whether the Crown or the Parliament entered into the con- The King 
sideration of these facts, or, from having accepted the loan of the Gener 
two millions, overlooked them, it is immaterial to enquire; but it the aaa cf 
is probable, that the indulging the subscribers, by giving them Conan : 
a Charter, formed the only subject of consideration, for the King 
having power, by the Act, to incorporate the subscribers into one 
exclusive Company, to be termed the General Society trading to 
the East-Indies, granted them a Charter, dated the 3d September 
1698, by which the individuals, constituting this Society, were 
entitled to trade to the Kast-Indies, in proportion to the amount 
of stock subscribed, that is, each to be a separate trader. 


VOL. UI. 2 L Scarcely 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council in Bengal, 26th August 1698. 
(2)—Recital of the Incorporation of the General Society, in the Charter incorporating 
the English Company, 3d September 1698, (Printed Collection of Charters, page 206). 
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CHAP. III. Scarcely had this Charter passed, when, in the short space 


1698-99. of two days, on the 5th September 1698, it became necessary to 


Substance of , E o . 3 
the privileges incorporate the majority of this number, and their successors, 


Tih Comps. by Charter, to be one exclusive Company, fo trade on a Joint 
Ga Stock, under the name of ‘ The English Company trading to 
“ the East-Indies,” with the following’ privileges :—to have 
perpetual succession, and a Common Seal ;—to trade, for ever 
hereafter, to India, to the amount of their capital ;—to augment 
their capital stock ;—=£500 stock to entitle to one vote, and none 
to have more than one vote ;—to have the same powers to erect 
Courts of Judicature in India; as the London Company had, by 
King James IId.’s Charter ;—the Old, or London Company; to 
trade to India, till the 29th September 1701, but no longer ;— 
and one-tenth part of the whole annual exports to India, to 
be in English produce and manufactures. ®© 
A very short experiment discovered the effects of speculation 
not founded on practice :—when ‘the English Company got 
possession of their Charter, they concluded they had, at last, 
ruined the London ‘Company; but when the payments on the 
new stock began to be called for, the subscribers felt the approach 
of difficulties, which, in their eagerness to possess the Charter, 
had not entered into their contemplation, or that, in proportion 
as the calls were made, the price of the new stock would sink, 
and that, in their first transaction, they would give an advantage 
to 
(1)—Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 638.—— Letters Patent granted. 
. to the English Company, 5th September 1698, (10 William III, Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 188). 
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to the London Company, who would bring forward the profits qarin 
from their sales, and the value of their stock, as a contrast to 1698-99. 
the price of the new stock in the market :—the Court of Com- 
mittees of the London Company, instructed by experience, in 
this manner, gave a necessary lesson to the public, that it had 
been duped by Speculations, which were no sooner acted on, than 
they proved detrimental to those, who had risked their property 
in them. 

Within a few weeks after the establishment of the English 
Company, the Court of Committees of the London Company. 
communicated this event to the President and Council at Fort. 
St. George, on the 28th October 1698, with a statement, in 
substance, as follows :—that the English Company had paid in. Ta 
two-tenths. of their subscription ;—out of the first.tenth, the, a 
discount had been allowed, so that only 47 was paid for the 
first £10 ;—that the second £10 was paid in full, so that 417, 
only, had, as yet, been paid, for each £100 subscribed ;—that this 
£17, at the date of this letter, sold for £14, which was nearly: 
a loss of twenty-five per cent. on each £100; that this stock. 
would diminish in value, on the payment of each subsequent. - 
tenth, or instalment ; and this proved to be the fact, for when. 
the third tenth was paid, it sold at five per cent. discount ;—. 
that the effect of this fall had already been felt by the stock- 
holders of the New Company, who had begun to place their 
reliance on a coalition with the Old; and that though the Court 
were of opinion this might be the ultimate consequence, they’ 
did not consider the present, to be the time for listening to it, 


2L2 or. 
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1698-99. should bear nearly the same price. 


n The London These events confirmed the arguments which the London 
x ompany 2 
mike a call Company had urged to the King, and to Parliament, when they 
V y- 
fi t. ` ivi 
í een ceme were soliciting an Act for confirming their privileges, for they 
prietors. then stated, that two East-India Companies could not subsist in 


the same nation. Matters were in this situation, when the Court 
resolved, as their sales had, this year, already produced 640,000, 
and their spring sales would probably amount to £300,000 more, 
to make a call on the Adventurers, or Proprietors, of #25 
per cent. on their respective stocks, which would raise near 
; £400,000, by which means they would be enabled to discharge 
all their bond debts, and to refute the aspersions of their op- 
E. ponents, who had represented their affairs to be desperate. 
T A of In December 1698, the English Company still farther lost 
acna to confidence in their own speculation, for as the payments on their 
tel = stock were made, its value was depressed ; and in March 1698- 
ie jected, 99, Mr. Papillon was employed by them, to negotiate a coalition 
between the two Companies :—this project the Court were of 
opinion was inadmissible, unless the English Company had ready 
money to pay for forts, territories, &c., in India, and to lay 
down the same sum to begin a new Joint Stock, as the London 
Company were in a capacity to do. $ 
Whether 
(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council at 
Fort St. George, 28th October 1698. 
(2)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council of 
Fort St. George, 15th December 1698. Letter from the Court to the General and 
Council at Bombay, 17th March£1698-99. 
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Whether it was to induce the London Company to meet QHAP. Ir 
the plan of the English, by an impression of the support they 1698-99. 


The London 


were to receive from the Crown, or that finding the project of a Company 
proposesend- 


coalition was not listened to, the English Company resolved to inp Ea Ne 
solicit, and obtained permission from the King, to send Mr. India, to 
(afterwards Sir William) Norris, a Member of the House of mesures. of : 
Commons, as Ambassador to the Great Mogul; but with what Norris. 
object the London Company could not discover, unless it was to 
explain the different situations of the two Companies, and to 
solicit the favor of the Mogul, to the English Company. 

The London Company, on receiving intelligence of this 
embassy, were alarmed for the safety of their Settlements and 
trade, and, by a letter to Mr. Secretary Vernon, requested that 
a copy of the instructions to the Ambassador, or of so much of 
them as related to the affairs of the London Company, might 
be furnished them; and, by petition to His Majesty, submitted, 
whether an application for any other privileges, or settlements, 
in India, might not endanger the rights which they had pur- 
chased, at so great an expence. i 

The London Company, however, that they might provide 

s against the measures of Sir William Norris, engaged also a Mem- 
; | ber of the House of Commons, who was a civilian of eminence (Dr. 
Charles Davenant) to proceed to India, and give his advice to the 
General, and to the Presidents, of the conduct they ought to adopt, ; 
in preserving their rights from being injured, by the measures which ‘ae 
the London Company, or their Ambassador, might devise.) = a 
i a 
(:)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St. George, 30th. 
December 


iia 
4 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


va D 
7 TPE: Fi A 
— 4 isr i -i n 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


262 
fA : : 
CHAP. III. Jt is material, in this place, to refer to the resolution of the 


1698-99. Court, upon which their general instructions to their foreign 


General com- 
mercial in- 
structions of : o 3 
theLondon were to send out a large equipment, and a proportionate stock, 
Company, on ; 


; this occasion, to anticipate the shipping, and the Agents of the English Com- 


Settlements were founded, which, in substance, was,—that they 


pany, expected to proceed to the Hast-Indies ;—and that they 
trusted in the experience and local knowledge of their servants, 
not only to buy up large quantities of Indian goods, suited to the 
Europe market, but to dispatch the homeward-bound ships with 
the greatest expedition, which would have the effect of raising 
the public opinion in favor of their trade, and would compel their 
opponents, in such investments as they might procure, to pay 
A high price in the different Eastern markets, and to sell, not 
es oniy without profit, but probably with a loss, and thus bring 
the COTner cial rivalship of the two Companies to a speedy 
Thy issue. 

oa Haying thus traced the relative rights of the London and 
English Companies, on the establishment of the latter, we have, 
agreeably to the plan, in the preceding part of these Annals, to 
state, shortly, the particular instructions of the Court of the 
London East-India Company to their servants abroad, under 
such trying circumstances, and the amount of the equipments 
os py i and 


December 1698.— Letter from the London East-India Company to Mr. Secretary Ver- 
non, 9th January 1698-99. 


Petition of the London East-India Company to the King, 
17th January 1698-99. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, part ii. No. 28 and 30. ) 

(1)—Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 17th March 
1698- 99. 
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and stock with which they proposed, at each Presidency, to meet CHAP. Ir. 


their rivals in the Indian markets. 1698-99. 
The instructions to Bompay and Surat, as might be Sir John 
o Gayer in- 
supposed, proceeded on the important events which affected structed to 
, . : obtain a 
the Company s rights in England, and went to point out a Phirmaund 
from the Mo- 
conduct, accommodated to the actual state of their affairs. gul, in favour 
of the Lon- 


It was of importance, while the Court were struggling gon Com- 
with the English Company, that the Phirmaund whick ot 
had, for so long a time, been solicited from the Mogul, 
should be obtained, both because this grant would render their 
trade, and the exemptions from duties, more defined; and 
because, possessed of such protection, a bar would be put 
against the applications of the Ambassador, whom the English 
Company proposed to send, under the King’s authority, to seek 
protection for a new, and, hitherto, unknown: Association of 
merchants in the Mogul dominions. On these grounds, Sir John 
Gayer was instructed to solicit, and‘ to obtain this Phirmaund, 
regardless of expence; explaining, that this instruction pro- 
ceeded on the resolution of the General Court of Proprietors: 
to push the trade to its utmost extent, in opposition to the 
English Company, which, notwithstanding their Charter, the 
London Company considered to be invaders of their rights, and 
authorized Interlopers only :—the General, at the same time, was 
to avoid being party in any of the disputes in the Mogul Empire, 
respecting the succession, and to observe the greatest deference 
towards the reigning Sovereign. 


While 
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/ Goan. Il. The Court, as an encouragement to their servants, in- 
| bad oem 1698-99. timated, that the King had listened to their former applications, 
. i Gommedare, to have a naval force sent to the East-Indies, to expel the 
ae rend pirates from their retreats in the Island of Madagascar, 
if iet dae and to clear the Indian Seas of them ;—this fleet, they trusted, 
. in connexion with the ships appointed to convoy the pilgrims 
if from Surat, to Judda and Mocha, would conciliate the Mogul 
j Government to a Company, which, for a century, had been ; 
i faithful in their dealings, and had contributed so largely to : 
the revenues of the Empire:—with these views, the Court 
addressed a letter, dated the 25th March 1699, to the Go- 
vernor of Surat, praying his good offices with the Mogul, to 
obtain a Phirmaund, and rested their hopes of such favour on 
the King of England having, at their entreaty, agreed (as soon 
eae as the wars in Europe had ceased) to send a naval force to 
: E extirpate those pirates, who had occasioned such frequent 
Re: misunderstanding between the Mogul Government and the 


X Be Company’s servants. 
E. gnc In a separate letter, the Court, informed Sir John 
= Gayer, that the King’s fleet, consisting of the Anglesea and 
E Harwich, of forty-eight guns each, the Hastings, of thirty- 
a two, and the Lizard, of twenty-four guns, had sailed from 
Portsmouth, in January 1698-99, under the orders of Com- 
ee = modore Warren, who had received his instructions, in connexion 
a _ with the Directors of the English Company, who, alone, 
had been consulted, and had agreed to furnish the fleet with 


Es provisions and necessaries. 
os “few? Dud 7 After 
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After informing the Government of Bombay, and the Presi- CHAP. ir 
dency of Surat, that the homeward-bound fleet, consisting of one 1698-99. 


: Equipments, 
ship from Bencoolen, two from Fort St. George, two from Bom- stock, and 


: commercial 
bay, and one from Bengal, had arrived safe, the Court gave instructions 


3 K X of the Lou- 
notice, that the Northumberland, with a stock estimated at one don Com- 


hundred and thirty thousand dollars, was destined for Bombay e ri 
and Surat ; besides which, three more ships (having forty sołdiers 
for the garrison) would proceed, in the spring, with a stock of 
£200,000, and that the ships of the season, for the different ports 
in India, would, together, amount to thirteen sail, carrying five 
thousand tons, and with stock estimated at £525,000 3—that, in 
return, they expected, under their general orders, the largest pos- 
sible investment, and particularly the greatest quantity of white 
pepper that could be procured on the Malabar Coast ;—that the 
expectation of receiving this part of the investment was founded 
on the intelligence which had arrived, that thé Dutch had 
relinquished their Factory at Cananore, and the other stations 
in its vicinity, an event which was not improbable, it being in- 
explicable, why this people should have retained stations in that 
country, for the last twenty years, when it was known, that 


they could obtain an indefinite quantity of pepper, at Bantam 


ise 


and at Jambee, at half the price at. which they could purehase à 
it, at those Settlements, which they had retained for no other a 


reason, but to exclude the English from the pepper trade. 


Referring to the internal circumstances of Surat and pede: — 
Bombay, the Court intimated, that they had dismissed Mr. eA é 
Annesley, the President of Surat, from their service, and peter S i E 

VOL. IL. 2M had Sint 
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CHAP. III. had appointed Mr. Colt to succeed him, by a commission, 
R 1698-99. under the Company’s Common Seal, dated the 13th May 1698, 


iy and assigned, as their reason, Mr. Annesley’s breacb of trust, 
| 5 ` : s 
fi and his delusive contracts with the Native brokers :—As an 


encouragement to their servants in India, the Court, at this 
if time, permitted them to trade in jewels. 

it It was, in general, ordered, that the dependencies on Bom- 
bay should be continued ; and the project of forming a Factory 
at Gounan, in the Mahratta country, was approved of, provided 
the safety of the goods could be insured, on payment of customs, 
at the rate of two, or even two anda half per cent. © 


The attempt On reviewing the information which the Court received, this 


to acquire 
new Phir- 


nds in 3 l 
Persia to be of Persia, it appears, that they approved of the conduct of the 


meer Agents at Ispanan and Gomsroon, and authorized them to 
remunerate Doud, the broker, for his services, by a present of 
a gold medal and chain; but considered, that instead of again 
applying to the Persian Court, so immediately, for the payment 


of customs, they should limit their application to have the 


season, of the Phirmaund and Rogoms obtained from the King 


Company’s right to them recognized, and to offer the Shah- 


bunder a per-centage, on such proportion of them as he might 


pay. ` 


(1)—Letters from tbe Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 13th and 28th 
May, Sth and 19th July, 26th August 1698, 17th March 1698-99, and 6th April 1699. 
Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Surat, 17th March 1698. 
mission appointing Mr. Colt to be President of Surat, 17th March 1698-99. 
from Sir John Fleet, Governor of the London Company, to the Governor of Surat, 25th 


Com- 
Letter 


March 1699. 
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pay In addition, also, to the former orders for purchasing 
silk, Caramania wool, &c., the Agents were to send home fifteen 
thousand pieces of Ispahan chintzes. © 

The instructions to Forr Sr. Grores, after recapitulating 
the events in England, which had raised the English Company to 
a rivalship with the London Company, explained, that the forti- 
fied stations had become not only of importance as a defence 
against the Country Powers, but for the exclusion of their 
rivals ; it was, therefore, ordered, that the revenues which were 
applicable to the forts and garrisons, should be increased, and 
regularly levied, and the general receiver of them made respon- 
sible, both for the amount, and for his subordinate officers, in 
the discharge of their duty :—this regulation was to extend to 
all Settlements on the Coast, especially to Vizagapatam, at 
which, in the payment of revenue, no distinction was to be 
made between the English and the Native inhabitants, it being 
necessary to render the resources. equal to the charges; and to 
exclude the New Company’s ships, and their Agents, from ports 
belonging to the Old :—the President was, therefore, (notwith- 
standing former orders) to repossess all the old Factories and 
Settlements, but to limit the expences of Madapollam, Masuli- 
patam, and Pettipolee, to the annual amount of six hundred 
pagodas each. 

The commercial orders in general were to sell the Europe 


goods as quickly as possible, and to apply the proceeds toa large 


2M 2 investment, 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at Ispahan, 15th April and sth 
July 1648, and 17th March 1698-99. 
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1698-99. 


Instructions 
to Fort St. 
George to re- 
occupy the 
Stations on 
the Coro- 
mandel 


Coast, 


General com- 
mercial in- 
Stractions to 
Fort St. 
George. 


2 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 7 


CHAP. 1 it. investment, the Company looking more to the profits of the sales 
1698-99. in Europe, than of their sales in India :—2£150,000, in Spanish Ee 
: dollars, had been sent on the ships of the season, to be coined 


into rupees, and remitted to Bengal, to facilitate the purchases 
at that Agency. : 


Bengal again After notifying to the Agency in Bencar the establishment 
Beene of the English Company, this station was again made inde- 
aes 3 and pendent of the Fort ;—the Agent, however, was limited in his 
instructions ; powers, and was not to remove or displace any of the Members of | 
E Council, whose situations were to be fixed, unless an order to 


the contrary should come from England, signed by the Gover- 
nor, Deputy, and thirteen Committees :—he was, farther, under 
i the existing circumstances, to postpone the establishment of a 
P< Court of Judicature at Chutanuttee, but to send all persons, 


who might prove unfaithful to the Company, to Fort St. George, 


Por; 


“© take their trial at that Presidency :—the fortifications at 
| ~ Chutanuttee were to be strengthened by degrees, and made | 
regular; but care taken not to give offence to the Mogul 
Government :—all business, however, was to be transacted at 


; this place, it’ being now the property of the Company :—the 


-Out-factories were to be reduced, the charges having exceeded z 
the share they had taken in providing investments. On the 
-shipping consigned to Bengal, stock was sent, estimated at Í 
F £200, 000, with which the largest possible investment was to be - 
: made of raw-silk, taffaties, and shell- lack, with a small quantity - $ 
of 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at Fort St. George, 26th August, 
28th October, 15th and 30th December 1698, and 6th January 1698-99. 
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of saltpetre, that article, on account of the peace, being scarce~ 
ly vendible in Europe. 


The Island of St. Herrena, though a Company’s esta- 


269° 
CHAP. III: 
— 

1698-99; 


Regulations 
to be observ- 


blishment, is but contingently mentioned in their records, it edat St. He- 


being held to be merely a station at which ships touched for 
refreshment, and noticed only, when either the constitution, or 
the administration of it, required alteration. 

At the close of this- season, we find, agreeably to the 
constitution of its government, since its acquisition by the 
Company, that the Governor of Si. Helena, was, also, 
Captain of the company of soldiers which formed its 


garrison, and Captain Stephen Poirier, who was, this year, 


appointed Governor, was directed (probably from the sedi-: 


tion which had occurred in 1693-94) to take care, that no 
inhabitant of the Island should be allowed to wear a sword, 
under a penalty, with the exception of military officers, and 


soldiers, when on duty ;—that, to preserve the Island, it was 


to be held as a station for shipping, only, but not for trade; all 


Company’s officers, stationed at St. Helena, were, therefore, pro- 


hibited from buying any East-India goods, except on the Com- 


pany’s account; and rates were settled, at which fresh beef 


was to be furnished to the shipping, the Company’s ships to 


pay twenty shillings, and all other vessels, twenty-eight shillings 


per hundred weight :—the distillation of arrack having exhausted ` 


the fire-wood on the Island, spirits of this kind were, in future, 


to 


._(1)—Letters from the Court to the President and Council at Bengal, 26th August and - 


28th October 1698. 
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CHAP. III. to pay a duty, at the rate of four-pence per gallon, for the wood 


1698-99, consumed in this manufacture. 


The convuls- r 3 : n; . , s 
TE nA Fhe events which occurred in the Company’s foreign Settle- 
Mogul Go- ments, during this season (1698-99), exhibit, at Bombay and 


vernment 

renders the TAS : AMA © 
awicioa. at Surat, the same uncertainty, as in the last year, respecting 
for Phir- jess the Phirmaund which they had been soliciting from the 


maunds a less 
pease Mogul, and the nearer approach of civil wars in the Empire, 
) rendered Phirmaunds an object of less consequence, because, if 
obtained, compliance with them had become dependent on the will 

of the different Governors, who, from the state of public affairs, 

s were becoming partizans of such of the Emperor’s sons as over- 
awed the Provinces, in which their governments were situated ; 
—the expences, thus, of the Company, were doubled, by the 
charges attending the application for the Phirmaund, and by the 
bribes which they were constantly compelled to pay to the 
Native Governors, to ward off the evils to which every depreda- 
tion of the pirates exposed the property of the Company, and the 

_ lives of their servants :—hence the events at Surat, and on the 
West coast of India, in this season, consisted of the distresses 
of the Settlements and Factories, occasioned by the pirates, 


offending, equally, the Mogul and the Governor of Surat, and 
. à bringing 


(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Governor and Council of 


the Island of St. Helena, 15th December 1698. 
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bringing the vengeance of the one, and the extortions of the esc 
other, on the Company, who were considered to be responsible 1698-99. 
for depredations, which they had neither the power to prevent, | 
nor the means to remedy. 
To give a view of the extent of those dangers, it is neces- 
sary, only, to enumerate the atrocious acts of piracy, committed 
in this season, and the effects of. them on the Company’s 
trade at Bombay, Surat, and their dependencies, connecting, 
with those acts, the conduct of the Dutch and French, proceed- 
ing from selfish and insidious motives. 
Early in the season, the Company’s ship, Dorrell, consigned Captain Kidd 


forms the pi- 


to China, after meeting with a pirate, (the Mocha Frigate,) rates into 
squadrons, 


which she engaged off Malacca, had been obliged by her crew andbloceies 
both coasts 


to put into Acheen, the force of the ship not being equal to a gittis Penin- 
second engagement with the pirate. The following is stated to 
be the strength of the pirates in those seas, in the month of 
April 1698; the Adventure Galley, commanded by Kidd, 
mounting thirty guns, with two hundred men, and rowing thirty 
oars, and the Mocha Frigate, of equal force. Kidd’s success, 
in taking the ship Quedah Merchant, bound from Bengal to 
Surat, with a cargo estimated at four lacks of rupees, we shall 
immediately find, not only occasioned new troubles to the Presi- 
dency of Surat, but enabled him, and the other pirates, to form 
squadrons, which blockaded the trade on the West and East: 
coasts of India :—Kidd manned his prize with Europeans, and 
kept cruising between Cape Comorin and Quiloan, while the 
Mocha Frigate, with her consort, cruised between Acheen and 
the 
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CHAP. It. the Straits of Malacca. As the season advanced , the number of 
1698-99. these depredators encreased, for they had three ships on the. 
Malabar Coast, one mounting fifty-six, one forty, and a third, 
thirty guns, and, at the close of the season, consisted of 
five sail;—a force which began to alarm Sir John Gayer, 
for the safety of the Company’s ships, and compelled him to 
report to the Court, that till some effectual means could be de- 


vised for destroying them, trade, of every description, must be 


Hi at a stand. 
Looking, therefore, at this external force, which en- 
f ~dangered the navigation of the Company’s ships, and at the 


blame which was attached. to the Presidency of Surat, and to 


the English in general, of being the authors of the piracies, 
or of not having taken measures for preventing them, we 
are prepared to expect the violence and unreasonable de- 


mands of the Mogul, and the Governor of Surat, for repa- 


ration. 
“The Mogul The expedient of offering convoys to the Mogul ships going 
bargo on to Mocha was again resorted to, but the Governor of Surat 
poio refused to pay the freight of the ships:—the Dutch had em- 


TSR pa ue Pi ployed two vessels, each of forty guns, on this service, . and 
fi -be paid. the English proposed the same number, but one, only, was ac- 
D cepted :—notwithstanding these services, the Governor of Surat, 
when information reached: him of the capture of the Quedah 
Merchant, threatened, a second time, to lay an embargo on all 
trade at the Port; nor was this threat long suspended, for 
an order came from the Mogul; on the Ist January 1698-99, 
directing. 
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ditecting the Governor to require the three European Nations 


273 


CHAP. IH. 
——_— 


to be responsible for the piracies, and, on the following day, 1698-99. 


guards were placed on the English, French, and Dutch Fac- 
tories, and the inhabitants of Surat prohibited from any 
communication with them: the consequences of this order 
were, that all their Mahomedan servants left them, and the 
creditors of the three Factories were required to give in 
an account to the Governor, of all debts owing to them, by 
Europeans. 

The Dutch and French endeavoured to evade these orders, 
by throwing the whole odium on the English, as the pirates 
_were of that nation; an accusation, however, which the Go- 
vernor rejected, and required an obligation from the three 
nations, to pay fourteen lacks of rupees, as a compensation 
for the damages sustained, including the Joss of the Quedah 
Merchant. 

The Dutch, at first, refused to pay any part of this de- 
mand, and desired permission to leave the town in eight 
days, to which the Governor agreed; but required, that not 
only they, but the French and English, should clear off all 
their debts, by their respective brokers, before they left Surat : 
—in this situation, the Dutch and French were ordered to give 
security for all damages from the pirates, and the English, as 
the payment for the convoy to Mocha had. been: refused by the 
Governor, expected the like treatment. 


Sir John Gayer, on receiving intelligence of the perilous Sir John 


circumstances of the Company’s Factory and servants at Surat, 


VOL. III. 2N sailed 
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pelled (with 
the French 
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CHAP. III. sailed from Bombay, with the Company’s ships, Mary and 
1698-99. Thomas, Josia Ketch, and Benjamin Yacht, and arrived off 


d Dutch ° 
Sile Security Swally, on the llth January 1698-99. On the following day, 


eae aot he gave instructions to the President, to inform the Governor 
that he was resolved neither to pay the English proportion of 
the fourteen lacks of rupees, nor would give security against 
the pirates; but, at the same time, intimated, that he was 
ready to furnish a suflicient convoy to the Mogul ships, intended 
for Mocha, and that the King of England had sent. out a fleet 
of men of war, to extirpate the pirates from the Indian Seas. 
This refusal, and the presence of the fleet, induced the Governor 
of Surat to offer to overlook what was passed, if the English 
would give security to make good all future robberies by the 
pirates :—Sir John Gayer, in reply, proposed to send’ two of the 
Company’s ships down the Malabar Coast, on this service, pro- 
vided permission should be given to the Factory, to send the 
indigo on board the ships. A temporizing negotiation, it was soon 
discovered, could not produce any abatement in the rigour of 
the Mogul’s order; the English Presidency, therefore, together 
with the French and Dutch, were, at last, compelled to sign an 
Obligation, or Security Bond, for paymertt of the losses sustained 
by any depredations which the pirates might, in future, commit ; 
and it was fortunate that this demand, however hard, was 
complied with, for, when information of it reached the 
Mogul, he reversed an order, which he had just issued, for 
putting a final embargo on the trade of all the Europeans, in his 


dominions. gr 


It 
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It now became expedient to assign distinct stations to the 
squadrons of the European ships, which were to cruise against the 
pirates in the Indian Seas; but this measure could not be acted 
on, till large presents were made to the Governor of Surat ;— 
The protection of the Red Sea was assigned to the Dutch, who 
were to pay seventy thousand rupees to the Governor ; and three 
Dutch ships were, accordingly, sent to convoy the Mocha fleet : 
—to the French, was given the station of the Persian Gulf, and, 
in like manner, they were to pay, from twenty-five to thirty 
thousand rupees ;—to the English were entrusted what were 
termed the Southern Indian Seas, with a collateral security, by 
their brokers, for the performance of this service, and the payment 
of thirty thousand rupees. As if these hard circumstances had not 
been sufficient, the General was distressed, by the refusal of the 
captains of the Company’s ships to act as conyoys, on the pretext 
that they had not a commission, empowering them to attack the 
pirates ; he was, therefore, obliged to hire, equip, and man country 
vessels for this duty. 

In this situation, the events. affecting the Company’s 
affairs at Bombay and Surat were, necessarily, few. Presi- 
dent Annesley had been dismissed, under the Court’s orders, 
and: Mr. Colt appointed President of Surat. At Bombay,, 
though the castle could be defended against any attack, the 
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Stations as- 
signed to the 
English, 
Dutch, and 
French squa- 
drons, to 
clear the seas 
of the pirates.. 


Critical situa- 
tion of Bom- 
bay, and the 
Factories on 
the Malabar 
Coast, at this 
time. 


garrison was not equal to protect the Island against the. 


Mogul’s troops, and the charges. of maintaining a force for 
this service, exceeded what the Island was worth. The 


dependencies on Bombay were rather in a better situation, as 
2 N 2 the 
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CHAP. the fortifications at Anjengo had appeared of such consequence 
: 1698-99. to the Dutch, that they had withdrawn their forces and Fac- 
tories from Quiloan, Cochin, and Cananore :—it was hoped, 
that this change would facilitate the acquisition of Malabar 
pepper, and other goods furnished on that Coast for the in- 
yestment. The French, at this crisis, assisted Mr. Lucas, of the 
Mary Interloper, at Surat, to dispose of his cargo, to purchase an 
investment, and to procure a freight for Persia; and the Dutch, 
from being jealous of the French, refused to re-deliver Pollicherry, 
on the pretext that they had not, as yet, received orders from 
á the Governor General of Batavia.” 
The Persian The acquisition of the « Ahtnama,” or Phirmaund, and 


Saab lhe the “ Rogoms” attached to it, in the preceding season, pre- 
nglish to 


recover ihe „pares us to look for the effects of both, on the Company’s 
arrears o 
customs, and rights and trade, in Persia. The privileges of trade appear 
procure a 


arent of chiefly to have been obstructed by the Dutch, with whom the 
Agent was afraid of entering into any open dispute, till such 

3 time as the arrears of customs should he paid up; for he 
foresaw, that both the Court, and the Shahbunder, would 
vn readily lay hold of any circumstance to postpone the payment: 


YABR: 


—in this caution he was ipepiicd by the event, for, in January 
ei an 1698-99, 


rf} ao bus 


“Iyya Yi DELAY rit 

Eo N from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, 10th and 26th 
April, 22d and 2sth May, 15th November 1698, and 23d March 1698-99.—— Letters 
= from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 6th May 1698, 12th January and 
11th March 1698-99.—— Correspondence between Sir John Gayer and the President of 
Surat, 2d, 4th, 5th, Oth, oth, 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th January 1698-99.—~ Copy 
vA the Mogul's order for stopping trade at the port of Surat, December 1698-99. 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 277 


1698-99, after surmounting many difficulties, (that is, submitting CMAP-UI. 
to the payment of many bribes,) he obtained an order from the 1698 -99. 
King to the Shahbunder, for the regular payment of the Com- 
pany’s share of customs at Gombroon, and also the year’s 
customs up to March 1698-99, and entertained the hope of 
receiving the arrears, in silk or money :—the arrears, in part, 
were paid, by a considerable quantity of fine silk, and an- 
application was made for the payment of the remainder, in 
money ; as soon, however, as the Dutch heard of the payment in 
silk, they made an application to the King, asserting that such 
payment was contrary to the contract with their nation, by which 
the whole of the silk to be exported by sea, had been assigned to 
them :—the effect of this application is not specified, at the close 
of the Persian correspondence of this season, 
The confidence which the Company had reposed in the a hs Ament - 


Armenians, was, this year, again found to have been misplaced ; again un- 
5 i i ; faithful to 


for though an agreement had been made with the shop-keepers their engage- 
ments. 


of that nation, for the sale of all the broad-cloth imported this 
season, yet when security for the payment was demanded, the 
contract was broken off, and the Agents left to find such markets 
as they could, for the sale of an article, which the Company 
were under an obligation to export. 


The affairs of the Company at Forr Sr. Grorar, and on the Firsietee 
COROMANDEL Coast, this season, did not experience any improye- ee Ne 
ment, because the wars between the Mogul and the Mahrattas, he English 

still 


+ 


(1)—Letters from the Agents and Councils at ,Gombroon and Ispaban to the Court 
20th, 21st and 28th December 1698, 13th and 15th January, 5th and 7th March 1 698-99. 
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CHAP. II. still continued to desolate the country, and because this Presi- 


1698-99. dency, on receiving intelligence of the establishment of a new 


Company on 5 e e ° 3 ‘ 
e Presiden- Bast-India Company in England, hesitated in forming the in- 


the Presiden- 


cy of Fort 6 5 5 
St George. vestment. This event produced in them, the same sensations as 


it had done on the Court, for, on consultation, they were satisfied, 
that the existence of two English Companies would produce the 
greatest confusion, and should the Act not be repealed, or an 
Union of the two Companies not take place, the trade would pro- 
-bably be lost to the English nation; but they assured the Court, 
that they would employ their best endeavours for the Company’s 
interest, and dispatched the Martha, a full ship, for Europe, 
with a cargo estimated at 118,700 pagodas, having on board a 
parcel of diamonds worth thirty thousand pagodas, and were in 
expectation of being able to provide three thousand bales of 
Coast goods, for the ships of the ensuing season. 
Nishan The only alteration in the state of the Company’s affairs in 


granted by 


the Prince BENGAL, this season, appears to have been, that the Agent had 
for the town 5 


a huta received a Nishin from the Prince, for a settlement of the 


escent Company’s rights at CHUTANUTTEE, on the basis of which they 
had rented the three adjoining towns, and were in expectation 
that the revenue, from Chutanuttee itself, and from those farms, 
would defray the charges of the small garrison required for the 
protection of the Factory. This intelligence is collected from 
a communication made by the Agent in Bengal, to Sir John 
Gayer, at Bombay; but it was not accompanied with a notice of 


the 


(1)—Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 22d 
` February 1698-99. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 279 


the amount of the shipping, or of the investment, and it is not CHAP. 1. 
improbable that this defect was owing to the Agent, Mr. Eyre, 1698-99. 
having sailed for England, and the report being left to his 
personal communications with the Court. Mr, Eyre was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Beard, who had ineffectually tried to exclude the 
Gloster Interloper, from the Bengal trade, but this ship sailed 
for England, on the 27th January 1698-99, although a large sum 
had been offered for the goods with which she was laden. 
In closing the account of the events of this memorable year, 
it is only necessary to remark, that no intelligence, direct or 
indirect, had been received from the Settlement at BENCOOLEN, 


or the Factories on the Coast of Sumatra. 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 


Having detailed the events which marked the progress of seer: 
the Act of Parliament, empowering the Crown to establish the Act cont 
General Society for trade to the East-Indies, as well as those pee vs 
which produced the Letters Patent, constituting Zhe English ny. 


East-India Company ; and having marked the effects which 
these events had, not only on the proceedings of the Courts of 


Committees 


(1)—Letter from the Agent at Bengal to Sir John Gayer at Bombay, 22d February 
1698-99. 
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CHAP. III. Committees and Proprictors of The London Company, but on 

1698-99. the instructions which they framed for their forcign Settle- 
ments, to preserve their rights and trade, and to strengthen 
Gf possible) their relations with the Country Powers, we have 
now to follow the proceedings of Fhe English Company, on 
commencing their business. 

The English East-India Company commenced their progress 
by appointing Agents to proceed to the East-Indies, to establish 
stations or Factories, and to lay the foundation of a new and 
broader system of commerce, between England and the coun- 
tries within their limits, which were precisely the same with those 
assigned to the Old, or London East-India Company. 

Their Court The first remarkable circumstance in the home proceedings 


of Directors 


copy the con- of the English Company, (established with the avowed object of 
stitution of 2 r 


aon introducing a new system for Indian affairs,) was, that, in the 
Company. formation of their Court of Directors, they fixed on the same 
number of persons, with the same qualifications, as those which 
constituted the Court of Committees of the London Company : 
—the next circumstance which, on perusal of their Charter, 
must appear singular, was, that some of their Directors were 
old servants of the London Company, who had been dismissed 
and disgraced, hut who were now to employ their local know- 
ledge, and the fortunes which they had accumulated in the 
service of the London Company, to support a rival Association, 
the object of which was to overset their former masters, and'to 
substitute themselves in their place : 


a third remarkable circum- 2 
stance was, the choice they made of the Agents and Councils, 


who 


A 
w. 


xt 


* 
t 
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who were to administer their affairs, at such stations in India as CHAP. 1, 
they might-be able to settle, to manage the sales of exports, and 1698 - 99. 
to provide investments :—these Agents received general instruc- 
tions, to collect information respecting the political situation, 
and commercial measures of the London Company. | 

Sir William Norris was appointed, by the King’s commission, See ate 


Ambassador, of the English nation to the Court of the Mogul, pointed Am- 
' J el bassador to 


č j i > the Mogul, 
that: by this means the error of the London Company might he the Mog ity. 


avoided, which (except in the instance of Sir Thomas Roe, in stents of the 
ngitshCom- 


oe ing ` had only sent commercia panyo veasd 
the reign of King James I.) had only mmercial Agents, Pany ve rank 


as Envoys, to the Courts of the Indian Sovereigns. The object of King’s 
> Fi 5 Consuls for 


of this mission was to solicit Phirmaunds, or privileges, for the ‘he English 
English nation, and to render the English Company its re- 
presentative in the East-Indies. , 

Among the presents intended by the English Company for 
the Mogul, they wished to include a small train of brass artillery, 
and, requested, by petition to the King, that they might be fur- 
nished by the Board of Ordnance with this article :—the petition 
was referred to the Board, which reported, ‘‘ that they did not 
« know how far it might be justifiable to furnish foreigners with, 
“ a train of artillery, which possibly, at one time or dines 
« may be made use of against His Majesty’s subjects.’ 

The Presidents of the English Company, abated for 
the projected stations in India, were vested with the character 

VOL. III. ' FO eai waia wd aa 
(1)—Petition of the English Company to the King, for a train of brass ordnance, to 


present to the Mogul, and Report of the Board of Ordnance on this Petition, 14th Decem- 
ber 1698. (East-Iudia Papers in the State ‘Paper Office, part. ii, No. 26, 27). 
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of King’s Consuls for the English nation, that they might assume 
a more public rank than the Presidents of the London Company. 


could possess. 


Having adopted this general plan, it is material to follow the- 


Court of Directors, in their selection of the persons who were to 


administer their affairs, at the stations at which they intended to 


fix seats of trade, which were precisely the same with those of the- 


London Company, or in BencaL, on the Coast of COROMANDEL, 
and at SURAT. 

The general instructions framed for the conduct of the 
Presidents and Councils of the English Company, were, to esta- 
blish seats of trade, to commence the sales of exports, and 
to collect investments :—the substance of these instructions, 
addressed to the President and Council, intended for Bengal, 
will serve as a specimen of those given for the Coromandel 
Coast, and for those which were more immediately. to. interfere 
with the London Company’s chief seat of trade at Surat. 

The general instructions given to Sir Edward Littleton, 
appointed President and Consul of the English Company’s 
affairs i in the Bay of Bencar, ® were, that besides his cha- 


DIRK, 


racter 
(1)—The suspicion inseparable from a Court, formed as.the Court of Directors of the 


English Company were, of the persons whom they were to entrust with their forcign interests 
(a suspicion, strengthened by their employing so many persons. who had been dismissed the 
London Company’s service) manifested. itself in this appointment, before Sir Edward Littleton 
Jeft England.. From his postponing his sailing from the Downs, when the wind was fair, the 


' 
Court, on the 2d February 1698-99, dismissed him from their service, and appointed Mr. 


Richard Trenchfield to be President in Bengal, on the presumption that, if Sir Edward 


Littleton was negligent before he left England, he would not be less so, on his arrival in 


India ;. 
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racter of President, he was also to assume that of King’s 
Consul, for the English nation, in that part of India, and to open 
a confidential intercourse with Sir William Norris, employed 
(the Company paying the expences) as the King’s Ambassador to 
the Mogul, at a salary of 2000 per annum :—the separate in- 
structions to the Ambassador were also general, or that he was to 
open a negotiation, between the King and the Mogul, for obtain- 
ing protection and privileges for the English Company, and 
to be guided, in his applications for Phirmaunds and privi- 
leges, by such information as he might receive from Sir Edward 
Littleton and his Council. This Council consisted of Mr. 
Richard Trenchfield, Mr. Hedges, and Mr. George Guy, with 


powers to the President to make such additions to this number, 


IUR 


as he might consider to be necessary. 
To promote the great object of the embassy, Sir Edward 
Littleton and his Council were to investigate, the nature and 
extent of the privileges which the London Company | had, hither- 
to, possessed in Bengal, to make translations of all Phirmaunds 
which they enjoyed, and to tr ansmit them to Sir William Norri is, 
with any observations which might occur to them, i in Council, 
on the subject of such farther privileges as it would be 
expedient to solicit :—He was, also, to. make a, particu- 
lar report on the rights and trade of the kondpan Compin 
OA ea 
India; but, scarcely had ‘this dismission been intimated, when, on the 7th February 
1698-99, at the intercession of his friends, it was ie and bis original appointment 
confirmed. (Letters from the Court of the English Company to Sir Reward ‘Littleton, 2d 
and 7th February 1698-99). 
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CHAP.1II. and to transmit one copy to the Ambassador, and another to the 

1698 99. Court of Directors; but he was to take care (as the London 
Company were to cease and determine in three years) to avoid; 
in every instance, entangling himself, either with their engage- 
ments or debts, recollecting that this termination of the London 
Company was, in a measure, fixed, for they had applied’ to 
Parliament to be exempted from the five per cent. duty, but 
the bill for this purpose had been thrown out. 

Rank, sala. © Having thus given general instructions to Sir Edward 


ries, and pri- 
vileges of the Littleton, and his Council, the Court settled the rank and 


servants of 
Cee salaries of their servants, who ‘were to act under him; 
Merchants were to have £60, salary, Factors £40, and 
Writers £20 per annum :—the promotion to these ranks was 
to proceed by’seniority; and Writers of five years stand- 
ing to become Factors, and Factors, after five years service, to E 3 
become Merchants ;—the salaries were to be paid’at the rate of 
two shillings and six-pence per rupee. These servants, though they 
had liberty to carry on private trade, from- port to port, at such 
stations as might be acquired by the Company, were prohibited 
‘from renting farms, on their own account, and from intermarrying 
“with the Natives :—they were, however, to have permission to 
‘send diamonds to England, upon payment of five per cent. ad 
‘valorem, to the Company, and a duty of five per cent. to the 
‘King. 
The commercial instructions ordered, that the President 


7 « 


and Council were to endeavour to establish Factories at Hueuty, 
~Cossrmpuzar, Batiasorr, Dacca, and Mazpa, and to 


make 
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make the investment as large as possible, in raw-silk, QRP NI. 
pepper, long pepper, and drugs; and in China and Japan 1698- "99. 
goods. j 
The first equipments of the English Company, consisted of Their first 
equipments 
three ships; the London, with a stock estimated. at £65,000, and stock 
: for Coast and 
and the De Grave, with £50,000, both for Coast and. Bay, Bay- 
and the-Antelope, with £63,000, for Bengal direct.“ 
The instructions of the Court to-Mr. John Pitt (the } Mr. Jobn 


Pitt appoint- 


~ 5 - s : i ed President 
Interloper, so frequently mentioned in the Annals of the London pa ae te: 


Company): who was appointed’ President of all the English a pes 
Companys: Settlements on the Coast of Coromandel, and the pai tg 
King’s Consul: for the English nation, in.that part of India, 
were, in their spirit. and letter, nearly the same with those 
which have been specified for Bengal:—his Council were, Mr. 
John Graham; Mr. Valentine Knightley, Mr.» Wiliam Tillard, 
and Mr. Michael- Watts :—the limits of this Presidency were 
described to extend’ from Cape Comorin to Point Palmiras, and 
the residence of the President and Council was to be at Mada- 
pollam :—a Factory also was’ to be established at Porto Novo, of 
which Mr. Charles Fleetwood (who had been dismissed by the 
London Company, for embezzling their property, when Agent at 
Bencoolen) was appointed Chief; but what marks, more strong- 
ly, if possible, than-even this choice, the determination of the 


English 


(1)— Commission and Instructions from the Court of Ditectors of the -English Com- 

| . pany to Sir Edward Littleton, President, and the Council in Bengal, 12th January 1698-90 
Letters from the Court to the President and Council in Bengal, 16th January, 25th . 
February 1698-99, and 4th April 1699. 
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English ‘Company to take into their service such of he 
London Company’s servants as had been dismissed for breach 
-of duty, was a particular instruction-to Consul Pitt, to endea- 
vour to procure from Mr. Elihu Yale, late President of Fort 
‘St. George, copies of all Phirmaunds, or Nishans, granted to 
the London Company, on the Coast of Coromandel, and to 
transmit -them to Sir William Norris, as the ground of his 
application to the Mogul, for new Phirmaunds, or privileges, 
to the English Company. “ 

As the Dutch occupied Java, and the London Company had 
Bencoolen, and engrossed the trade in pepper at Sumatra, and 
.as the Coromandel Coast had, hitherto, been considered to be the 
station at which goods, proper for the markets in the China Seas, 
could ‘be obtained, the ship Julia, Captain Cotesworth, haying on 
board Mr. Henry Watson as Chief, and Mr. Tooley, Mr. Rodgett, 
Mr. Joyner, and Mr: Mosely, as Council, was to proceed from 
England, and attempt a Settlement on the Island of Bornzo. 
The object was to obtain pepper, and such produce as, in the 
first instance, would be suited to the Coromandel Coast trade ; 
—if the pepper could not be procured, they were to attempt an 
exchange of silver, for gold, drugs, and wax:—letters were 
addressed to the Kings of Banjar-Massin, and Succadania, 


praying their protection for a Factory and trade :—the ship Julia 
was 


(1)—Commission and Instructions from the Court of the English Company to Presi- 
dent Pitt and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 23d February 1699. Letters from 
the Court to the President and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 6th J anuary, 23d and 


28th February 1698-99. = 
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was to proceed to the Coast,.to obtain goods proper for this new ARTY TH, 
Settlement, and then to return to Borneo for pepper; but if the 1698-95 99... 
scheme should not answer, she was to take in goods at Acheen 
and Malacca, with which she was to go te Mocha, and 


procure a lading of coffee; ix and return from thence, to 


Europe. > 

The instructions. of the Court’ to Sir Nicholas _Waite,. ie 
appointed President at Surar (who received the henour of ee 
knighthood on the occasion,. but who had been. the London ce SEE 
Company’s Agent at Bantam, and dismissed their service) were, puedna tes 


in substance, nearly the same with those to the Presidents. in 
Bengal, and on the Coast :—his. Council was to consist of five 
the first of whom, next the President, (or the Second in Council, ) 
was to be either’ Mr. Stanley, Mr. Annesley, or, Mr. Vaux, all 
of whom had been dismissed the London Company?s service, pro- 
vided they had got»clear of their old connexion,;. the, third was 
Mr. Benjamin Mewse, the fourth, Mr. Bonnel (a.-noted Tnter- 
loper), and the. fifth: Mr. .Chidley Brooke :—under- them were 
appointed three Merchants, three Factors, and eighteen Writers, . 
with similar ranks and salaries as those specified for Bengal and the - 
Coast ;. the President, however, was empowered to appoint an- 
additional Factor, at each of the stations on the Malabar. Coast, , 
at-which he might fix Settlements. . “ale 
The- 


an 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council at the Coast of Coromandel, - 
Ath April 1699. 


13th April 1699. 
forming a Settlement on the Island of Borneo, 11th April 1699. 


Letter from.the Court to the Kings of Banjar-Massin and Succadania, 


Instructions from the Court to Mr. Henry Watson and Council, for . 


fit 
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CHAP. II. The English Company appear early to have been apprehen- 


3-99. sive, that the expences of the embassy would be considerable, 


Sr Nie for they authorized Sir Nicholas Waite to advance £20,000. to 


rized to ad- 


mance the Ambassador, but expressed a hope, that the charges 

20,000, to 

x Wiliam would not amount to a greater sum; for, with this fund, they 
Orris. 


trusted, he would be able to procure extensive privileges, and 
that his negotiation would ‘be speedily terminated. 


Equipments The equipments destined for Surat were, the Montague, 
d st ts Seah oe 

consigned {0 with a stock estimated at £40,000 in silver, and 7,700 in 
urat. 


goods; and another ship, the name or invoice of which is 
not specified. ® > 

_ Such, under their Charter and privileges, were the measures 
and the instructions to their Agents, with which the English 
‘Company proposed to open a direct trade, within the limits of 


the London Company. 
Te te bd b: Aai i Bd Chi rer Á 
. (1)—Commission and Instructions from the Court of Directors of the English Company 
to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 4th and 5th April 1699. 
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1699-1700. 


LONDON COMPANY. 


In the last season, we had to review the legal, yet ineffec- CHAP. III. 
tual applications, of what must, in future, be denominated The 1533 MED 


omparative 


London Company, who offered to advance £700,000, at four situation of 


the London 
per cent., to the public, and pleaded to Parliament their exertions, 34 English 


East-Indi 
for almost a century, under difficulties, at home and abroad, Companies 
which had been surmounted by their Joint Stock and established 
credit :—we had, next, to unfold the events which obliged the 
London Company to submit, not only to the refusal of their 
offer, and inattention to their claims, but to have a rival Com- 
pany, because they proposed to advance two millions to the 
public, at eight per cent., established on those constitutional 
grounds, which they had, in vain, solicited ;—we had, also, to 
contrast the administration of the English Company, with that 
of the London Company, and to see them employing, in many 
instances, as their principal Agents, the dismissed servants of 
the London Company, to whose fidelity they trusted, though 
they had broken their covenants with their old masters ; assigning, 
as a reason for this choice, that they possessed local knowledge, 
and felt revenge, which might stimulate them to exertion. 

VoL Ii. 2P The 
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CHAP. Il. The London Company, instead of being intimidated by the 


wee) 100: powers with which the English Company were vested, in- 
Financial and 

commercial creased their equipments and stock, and resolutely determined, 
measures 0 


the London not only to avail themselves of the privileges which they still 
Company, to 


preservetheir enjoyed, but to trade (after Michaelmas 1701) on that portion 


credit and 
irade. of the English Company’s stock, for which they had subscribed,, = 


as a Corporation, and thus retain the rights and privileges. 
which they had purchased and acquired:—By this decided 
conduct, they hoped to convince the nation, that it would 
receive a more profitable trade through an Old established 
Company, than, from a New Company, however plausible 
the speculation might appear. The English Company, after 
having made three advances in the payment of their Sub- 
scriptions, found their stock depressed in price, and the 
public opinion of their credit beginning to waver, and there- 
fore, made the first approaches to the London Company, for a 
Coalition, or Union of stock and trade; an offer which the 
London Company prudently declined, that the depreciation of the 
stock of the English Company might become more public, 
and that an Union might arise out of the effects of an im- 
practicable speculation, rather than from fears of a disastrous 


issue in the struggle. 


Bere over- In the short space of two months, after Mr. Papillon had 
tures of the a 


Engish i made those pienoaches, on behalf of the Bnglish Company, 
an Union re- for a Coalition, which the London Company rejected, fre- 
A ze quent meetings were held, between persons deputed by both 
Tag Companies, for the purpose of concerting measures for an 


Union :— 


S ` CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 
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Union :—the first demands of both parties were so extravagant, 
that the plan was relinquished. ‘The English Company finding, 
after the advance of 50 per cent. on the 2,000,000, and 
£20 per cent. for their equipments, or 70 in the whole, that 
their stock would only sell for #57, became sensible, that their 
speculation was on the decline, and proposed that the London 
Company should accept of as much stock, in addition to the 
£315,000 which they had subscribed for, as would make up 
their proportion to £1,000,000:—this proposal the London 
Company rejected, on the ground, that their Charter still pre- 
served tothem their privileges, till September 1701, and that, 
whatever might be the result, their share of 315,000 in the 
new stock would be sufficient, (independently of competition,) to 
enable them to export as much British produce, as could be sold 
in the Indian markets.“ This refusal produced new approaches, 
by the English Company, to a Coalition :—as the London Com- 
pany had refused to lend any aid in supporting their credit, they 
determined to make a bold effort, and call on their subscribers 
for a payment of £25 per cent., for trade, on their stock of 
1,663,000 (or what they possessed, exclusive of the stock pur- 
chased by the London Company, and remaining to individuals 
of the General Society) although they had not, as yet, actually 
sent abroad more than 200,000 :—the payments now amounted 
to £95 per cent., but the stock had proportionably decreased in 
value in the market, below what it was, when their payments 

QE PM? were 


¢ 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 5th May 1699, 
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CHAP. III. were 70 per cent. only, that is #95 per cent. sold (in J uly — 


SE 
1699-1700. 1699) for £74 only.” 


Instructions : rae am § Q o 9 P 
v fo- While the struggle was in this situation, the Court re- 


eer eee ceived information of the alarm which their foreign Settlements 


revent their ° 9 2 
bebe intimi- Dad taken, on hearing of the establishment of the English 


ea ne Company; an alarm natural to men living at a distance, and 

fish esain fully informed, either of the capacity of their superiors to 

r: support, or of their enemies to depress them ;—on this occasion, 
therefore, the Court recommended to them the same active 
and public conduct which they, themselves, had manifested, and 
that besides the amount which they had subscribed in the New 
Stock, they had, last year, sent stock, estimated at above 
£600,000, and would continue to send large funds annually, 
and, therefore, trusted, that their servants ought not to be dis- 
mayed by such events, which they described, “ as a blustering 
“ storm, which was so far from tearing them up, that it only a 
“ little shook the roots, and made them thereby take the better 
“ hold, and grow the firmer, and flourish the faster.” © 


London This advice and resolution the Court followed up, as the 


Company ob- 
tainan Actof season advanced, for, on the 19th January 1699-1700, they 


Parliament 
for continu- presented a petition to the House of Commons, stating the 


ing them a 
Corporation, hardship of their case, and praying to be continued a Corpora- 


tion 
‘(1)—Letter from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 28th July 1699. 
Minutes of the Court of the London Company, and representation of the English 


Company to the King, on their proposals for an Union being rejected by the London Com- 


pany, February and March 1699-1700. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Part 


ii, No. 138, 139, 140.) 
(2) —Letter from the Court to tlie Agent and Council at Ispahan, 2d August 1699. 
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tion ; leave was given to Sir Thomas Cooke, the Governor, and S 
the ọther Committees, who were Members of Parliament, to 1699-1700. 
prepare and bring in a Bill for that purpose, which passed the 
House of Commons ;—on the 23d February 1699-1700, it was 


read a third time, and passed the House of Lords ; and, agree- 
ably to the custom of the time, when a Bill of a private nature 
had passed both Houses, the parties prayed for permission to 
attend the King, (a practice respectful to the Sovereign, and ji 
publicly marking his power, as a Third Estate in the realm) 
to request that His Majesty would be graciously pleased to give 


it his Royal Assent. 


Permission was, accordingly, given to the London Com- The Moen 
pany, to attend His Majesty, and on the 8th of March 1699- anne of 
1700, the Governor and Committees, with about one hundred Companies. 
Proprietors, accompanied by the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and ten of 
the Aldermen of London, obtained an audience of His Majesty at 
Kensington, at which the King was pleased to assure them of 
his favor and protection, and recommended an Union of the two 
Companies to their serious consideration, as it was his opinion, 
“ thatit would be most for the interest of the India trade.” 

On the 13th March, the London Company, after having 
called a General Court of the Adventurers, to take into consi- 
deration the recommendation of His Majesty, of the expe- 
diency of an Union with the English Company, presented a 
petition to the King, stating that they could have no security 
for their estates or debts, either in India or Europe, and knew 
not how to make or receive proposals, while they continued 


uncertain 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


294 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. UI. uncertain whether they were to be continued as a Corporation, 
1699-1700. stiot 

KN j In consequence of this explanation, it appears that the 
King was disposed to remove the difficulty; for, on the llth 
April 1700, the Act ‘‘ for continuing the Governor and Com- 


“< pany of Merchants of London trading to the East-Indies, a 
« Corporation, until the redemption of the two millions advanced i 
as “ by the English Company ” received the Royal Assent, © 


The opinion of the Court, on the effect of this Act, conveyed 
to the President and Council of Fort St. George, was, “ that 


“it secured their foundation, as they were established by 


ated ene 


“ an Act of Parliament, and that they would exert a new 
« vigour, now they were delivered from all their embarrass- 
*‘ ments, and could call their estate their own.’ To place 
their prosperity in contrast with that of the English Company, 
the Court informed their President at Fort St George, that 
their stock now sold at £140 per cent. 


Eo 


Effect of the Notwithstanding the London Company were, by this Act, 

hibiting the ` continued a Corporation, their trade was affected by an Act 

SAd which had passed, in this season, intitled “ an Act for laying ; 
Townes ** further duties upon wrought silks, muslin, and some other | 
cana. “ commodities of the East-Indies,” which imposed an addi- è 


i tional 
= {1)—Fast-India Acts (printed 1786), page 39. 7 
E, i; OME from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 20th and 
Se Eein gannary, 23d February, and 16th March 1699-1700. 


; a Representation of the London 
re > aei . : e . . . s 
A DCN to His Majesty, relative to their being continued a Corporation, 13th 


. 
2 RT 


i 


[ ch 1699-1700.—— (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Partii. No. 41),.—— 
from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 11th April 1700. 


= 


a 
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tional duty of 15 per cent. on “ wrought silks, Bengalls, CHAP. ut. 
“ and stuffs mixed with silk, or herba, of the manufacture 1699-1700. 
“ of Persia, China, or the East-Indies, and all calicoes, 
“< painted, dyed, printed, or stained there, that were not 
“ made up, or used, before Michaelmas: 1701 :”—the Court, 
therefore, directed their foreign Governments, that such quan- 
tities of the above goods as they might have provided, 
should be put on board the ships to be first dispatched for 
England, that they might arrive before the period above 


specified, as otherwise they could not be sold in England, 
but must be re-exported. 

Having traced the home transactions of the London Com- Equipments 
pany, struggling for, and, at last, successfully obtaining the iS aaa 
protection of the Legislature, we have, before examining their 
separate instructions to each of their Presidencies in India, to 


state the amount of their equipments and stock for this season. 


this season. 


The ships, for this season, were twelve in number, and the 
stock was estimated at £541,000, viz. for Bombay, the King 
William and the Howland, with £100,000 ; for the Coast and ~ 
Bay of Bengal, the Chambers’ Frigate, the Fame, the Anna, and 
the Colchester, with £200,000; for Surat, the Loyal Mer- 
chant, the Tavistock, and the Martha, with £154,700; for 
China, the Wentworth and the Dorrel, with £80,000; and for 
Bencoolen, the Madras, with £6,300. The funds, for this large 
equipment and stock, the Court specified to be, the produce of 

their- 


(1)—East-India Acts (printed 1786), page 31.—— Letter from thé Court to the- 
President and Council of Fort St, George, 6th March 1699-1700. 
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CHAP. III. their sales, since June 1699, which amounted to £782,630, 
1699-1700. and the money expected to arise from the sales of the ensuing 
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March, which was estimated at £234,000; besides which, a 
call of twenty per cent. had been made on the Adventurers, on 
& hottomree,” at three per cent. premium, and one per cent. 
prompt payment, on the 31st March 1701. 

The instructions to Sir John Gayer, at Bompay, and the 
President and Council at Surat, are drawn partly from the 
events which have been detailed, as applicable to the Com- 
pany’s rights, and partly from the information which had 
been received, respecting the occurrences at those stations : 
—after stating, that the particular orders which had been given 
to Sir William Norris, the Ambassador from the English Com- 
pany to the Mogul, had been kept secret, and that all the Court 
could obtain, was an assurance, that he had no authority to act 
to the prejudice of the London Company, the agreement made 
with the Mogul, to furnish convoys to his ships, carrying pilgrims 
to Mocha, was approved of, with a recommendation that a 
time should be fixed with the Governor of Surat, for the 
sailing of this convoy, as, otherwise, the expence of demorage 
would be greater, than any profits of freight which could be 
realized ;—and, in making this application, the President was 
directed to explain, that the Company’s ships had been furnished 
with commissions, to, make prizes of all pirates they might 
“meet with, in the Indian Seas. It was next recommended, that 

though, 
(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St, George, 21st 
November 1699. 
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though, under the present relaxed state of the Mogul Govern- CHAP. mI. 
ment, and from the character of the Governor of Surat, the 1699-1700. 
President and Council must yield to frequent extortions, yet 
that a regular and strict account should be kept of the sums 
paid, because, in the event of a better state of affairs, or of 
the Company being placed in a situation to recover their pri- 
vileges, this money might not altogether be lost, but be stated 
as damages, for which an equitable compensation might be 
required :—it was, also, recommended, in return for the 
thirty thousand rupees, paid as tribute to this Governor, at 
the time the Dutch and French made their payments, that 
new privileges ought to be solicited, and, particularly, that a 
place should be assigned to the Company in the mint, to 
enable them to coin their bullion. To these instructions are 
subjoined a disapprobation of the Surat accounts, as the Court 
had expected a surplus fund would have remained in that 
treasury. 
The separate instructions to Sir John Gayer explained that Separate in- 


Be 30 z 5 x 3 structions te 
the reason for appointing President Pitt, and vesting him, for Sir Jobn 


twelve months, with an independent power at Fort St. George, eens 
was, that the state of affairs, at that Presidency, required a person 

of a decided character, to prevent those quarrels which had 
continued, by appeals being left open to the General ;—a re- 
inforcement of two hundred soldiers were to be embarked for 

the garrison, by the first fleet, and twenty would proceed on the 

last ship of the season. 


VOL. IJI. 2Q From 
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CHAP. IN. From its being of importance to ensure the pepper trade on 
1699-1700. the Malabar Coast, Sir John Gayer was vested with discretionary 
powers to complete the fortifications at Anjengo ; but, the Court 
wished the expences at Carwar to be reduced. © 
l The orders to The late renewal of a Phirmaund, in Persra, which placed 
p Persia found the Company’s rights and trade, in that kingdom, on a broader 
j | Phimaunds basis than they had rested at any former period, rendered the 
| the preceding instructions of the preceding season narrow, and directed only 
ae to particular points, in the customs, and in the trade :—in a 
similar manner, the instructions of this season are confined 
to the same objects, there being no evidence before the Court, 
of the interferences of the Agents of the English Company, 
which, could, in any degree, disturb either the Phirmaunds, 
A or embarrass the commerce, in a quarter in which the Court 
hoped, the obligation into which they hadentered, of export- 
ing, annually, a large proportion of English cloths, would be 
fulfilled. 
_. After informing the Agent at Ispahan, that the Court de- 
pended much on the commercial services of Doud, the broker, 
whom they had so handsomely rewarded, they recommended, 
that he should endeavour to put into a regular and permanent x 
train of payment, the now recognized customs at Gombroon, | 


_and approved of his taking proportions of silk, and of money, in 
ie tae! si payment 


En  ()—Letters from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 5th May, fand 
28th July 1699.— Letter from the Court to Sir John Gayer (private) 28th July 1699. 
a _ =— Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Surat, 28th J uly 1699. 
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: ; dy ild CHAP. Ir. 

payment of them, and that, in all the investments, he would = II 
obtain the largest possible quantity of red Caramania wool. © 1699-1700. 
The Court, in the orders to Mr. Pitt, the President at Fort para 

O rresi n 
Sr. GeorcE, communicated the same information on the state of Pitt, at Fort 


St. George, 


their rights in England, as transmitted to the General at Bom-  efuse any 
assistance to 


bay; and exhorted him and his Council, not only to make com- Corea 
mercial exertions, which might anticipate the English Company, in “8°: 
the markets on the Coromandel Coast (orders having been given, 
in the preceding year, to repossess the Factories which had been 
relinquished), but, to prevent their ships and Agents from en- 
tering the ports belonging to the London Company, or deriving 
any advantage from communication with them. 

Under all the circumstances in which the Company’s Go- 
vernments, on the Coast of Coromandel, were placed, relatively to 
the Mogul, and knowing that Sir William Norris had been sent 
out as the King’s Ambassador, though he was paid by the Eng- 
lish Company, the Court directed, that every willingness to 
shew respect to the Mogul might be manifested, but, opposi- 
tion made to the arbitrary exactions of the local officers ; such 
opposition, however, was to consist of delays in complying 
with their demands, and endeavours to conciliate them by 
presents, which, it was hoped, would be a more effectual 
means than the employment of open force. In the situation 
in which the Settlements were placed, it was ordered, that the 
fortifications should be strengthened, as far as their means 


2 QO.2 would 


(1)—Lettex from the Court to the Agent and Council at Ispahan, 2d August 1699. 
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‘CHAP. III. would allow, particularly Fort St. David, where, (probably on 
1699-1700. account of its supposed weakness,) some disturbances had 


re pen 


ea 


e = Se 


occurred, to’ prevent which, long guns had been embarked, to 


be mounted on the ramparts, that, by the range of the shot, 


ee ee 


l 
; 
E= 
f Seed the insurgents, m future, might be prevented from Appr oaching 
too near the place. 
i The commercial relations with the maritime states were 
. -to be preserved, but (to avoid any questions in Europe,) the 
dispute with the Portuguese vessels, coming to the Fort, was to 
yd . > 

he terminated, by exacting from them five per cent. customs, 


only. The measures adopted in England, for preventing the 


Indies; were referred to, and information given, that Captain 
Kidd, the pirate, had been apprehended in the West-Indies, 
and was to be tried-in London, along with some of Avery’s 
crew, though Captain Avery himself had not yet been dis- 
covered or seized,“ 

Chutanuttee | The Court, having received letters from the Agent in BEN- 

TA OAT intimating that the Prince, had given a grant, or Nishân, 
to the Company, for the towns of CHUTANUTTEE, Govinp- 
PORE, and CALCUTTA, approved of his conduct, and that 


though ‘the amount of the 2 aed one to the Prince was high, 

torah wh: SiS ASIS Sv PA suck: 

¥O8 ot Jon bee Í f l 

moi 1) Lettera from the Court to no President and’ Council of Fort St. George, 21st 
3 ovember, and 20th December 1699.—— Letter (private) from the Court to President Pitt, 
E pa > O AN November. 1699. — Letter from the Court to the Governor and Council of Fort St, 
ag $: o Daid, 21st November 1699. 


x 
Es 


pirates from obtaining supplies from America and the West- 


of the Council; in purchasing those important districts; for 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


such ań acquisition would, henceforward, place their Settle- 
ments and trade in Bengal, upon a larger scale, and enable them 
‘to draw a revenue, which, it was hoped, might be equal to the 
eharges. 

Having the advantage of information from Mr (now Sir 
Charles) Eyre, the Court found it expedient to devise a system of 
administration, suited to the improved state of their possessions. 
Though Sir Charles Eyre had retired from the Company’s 
service, yet, on observing the manner in which the rights and 
privileges of his former masters had been assailed, and, for a 
few months, overset by the English Company, and that they 
had recovered their rights by the Act, continuing them a Body 
Corporate, he again had offered his servicés, (to use the Court’s 
words, ) ‘* from afust, but unusual gratitude,” to return to Bengal, 
to improve the rights which the Prince’s: Nishìn had con- 
ferred on them ;—he was, therefore, re-appointed to be Chief 
Agent, or principal servant in Bengal, which they declared: 
should, from this time, be considered a Presidency. 

The instructions to Sir Charles Eyre were, that the fortifi- 
cations should -be increased, to render the seat of their trade 


secure, not only against the Native Powers, but against their 


European or English rivals, and, in compliment to His Majesty, 


the fort was to be denominated Forr WıLrram. This ap- 


pointment, however, is explained, to have arisen entirely from 
the public-spirited offer of Sir Charles Eyre, and not, in any 
degree, from disapprobation of the conduct of Mr. Beard, whom. 
the Court described to be.‘ an old and faithful servant,” and. 

~ who, 
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Sir Charles- 
Eyre ap- 
pointed Pre- 
sident of 
Chutanuttee,. 
with orders 
to build Fort: 
William.. 
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CHAP. Il. who, though apparently superseded, in fact possessed their 

1699-1700. fullest confidence; explaining to him, that no supercession, 
an future, of his right to be Chief of the Bengal Settlements, 
should take place; that they trusted to his zealous support 
of their interest ; and continued to him his full salary of 4200 
per annum, and 2100 gratuity. 

In the consultations between the Court and Sir Charles 

Eyre, on the subject of the fortifications at Fort William, the 
former appear to have been disposed to render them regular and 
strong, and sufficient to defend the Factory and servants, in the 
event of civil wars, on the Mogul’s death, requiring a safe 
retreat :—the latter expressed his apprehensions, that the ap- 
pearance of a regular fortification would excite jealousy in the 
Mogul Governors, and perhaps disturb the grant so recently 
obtained ;—it was, therefore, settled, that the Factory should 
be made strong, particularly in its timbers; that, in case of 
attack, the windows might be used for port-holes ; and that, at 
the angles, additional buildings, like warehouses, should be 
erected, to serve as bastions, to flank the house, in case of 
necessity ;—but as Sir Charles Eyre had discretionary powers, 
a plan for constructing Fort William was given to him, and it 2 
was recommended, that the Pentagon form might, if possible, be 
adopted, that being considered, in Europe, as the strongest 
species of fortification. 

A new Coun- Fort William being, in this manner, declared.a Presidency, 


ci) appointed i" p . 
for the Presi- the Council was to consist of five members ;—Sir Charles Eyre, 


dency of Fort 5 
William. President ; 
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President; Mr. Beard, second, and Accomptant; Mr. Halsey, CHAP. It. 
third, and Warehouse-keeper; Mr. White, fourth, and Purser 1699-1700. 


Marine; and Mr. Ralph Sheldon, fifth, and Receiver of the 
Revenues, and manager of all subordinate business. The Pre- 
sident was to fill up vacancies, subject to the approbation of the 
Court ; and, as an encouragement to the Factors and subor- 
dinate servants, the rule of promotion was to be, by seniority, 
and none of their servants to be dismissed, but by an order of 
the Court, a bye-law having passed, that such dismission should 
be by ballot, in the Court of Committees. 

The taxes at Fort William were to be imposed and levied 
(allowing for the difference of situation) as practised at Fort St. 
George, for information on which subject, the President and 
Council were to correspond with the President and Council of 
Fort St. George :—discretionary powers were also given to 
re-establish the inland Factories. 


The Court issued similar orders to the Agency at Brn- ieee: 
to the Agents 
COOLEN, and to the other Settlements on the Coast of Sumatra, at Bencoolen. 


to re-occupy all the stations which had been relinquished, and 
to exclude the servants and trade of the English Company. 
Though this Settlement had not, hitherto, afforded pepper, 
or other produce, sufficient to defray one-half of the charges, the 
Court determined to maintain it, and, for this purpose, sug- 


gested 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council in Bengal, and to the President 


and Council at Fort William, 21st November, 20th December 1699, and 5th January 1699- i 


1700.—— Instructions to Sir Charles Eyre, 20th December 1699. 
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CHAP.III. gested to the Agent, the scheme of granting a small allowance to 

1699-1700. the principal Chiefs in the districts furnishing the pepper, and 
the honorary rank of Members of Council, which, it was ex- 
pected, would induce them to make exertions to collect a more 
regular and full supply ; and, as a farther encouragement to the 
port of Bencoolen, such goods as had paid customs at Madras, 
were not to be liable to pay duties again, on the goods being 
brought into any of the Company’s Settlements, on the Coast of 
Sumatra.” 

First regular Among the equipments of this season, two ships were 


equipments 2 3 e 
andstocksent destined for Cuuna, the trade of which, particularly at the 


2 ee port of Canton, the Court were determined to attempt, with a 
large stock, to be managed by Supercargoes. The stock con- 
sisted of a small proportion of goods, and of a large amount in 
bullion :—one of the instructions was, to conceal the. bullion 
from the knowledge of the Chinese, and only to produce it, as 
purchases could be made. The principal goods ordered were 
silks, wrought and raw, and teas of the finer sorts, specifying 
three hundred tubs of the finer Green Teas, and eighty tubs 
of Bohea, both having now become in great request, at 
the home sales. The orders for packing the tea went to 
one object only, that of preventing it ‘‘ from acquiring any 


“ smell from the tutenague tubs, or pots, in which it was en- 


closed 


(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 21st 
~ November 1699. Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council at York Fort, 21st 
November 1699. 
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s closed.” The other China articles were drugs, gums, fans, 


porcelains, damasks, velvets, lacquered and Japan ware.“ 


If the Presidencies of the London Company, in former 
years, had to struggle for their rights and trade, against the 
oppressions of the Mogul and his Governors, instigated by 
Interlopers, and provoked by pirates, and against the insidious 
projects of the Dutch and French, and, in those struggles, to 
experience the seizure of the Company’s property, and the 
personal imprisonment of their servants, they had, in this season, 
in addition to these intolerable evils, to meet the united attacks of 
the Interlopers and the English Company’s servants, who could 
now avail themselves of opportunities to promote their schemes, 
by misrepresentations, which threatened the expulsion of the 


English, from the Peninsula of India. 


305 
CHAP. Ti. 
1699-1700, 


Embarrass- 
ments at 
Bombay and 
Surat, from 
the prospect 


of a civil war ` 


for the suc- 
cession. 


To have a correct view of the actual situation of the 


London Company’s affairs, at this crisis, it will be necessary to 


preface them with an account of those appearances of civil con- 


vulsions, which were unhinging the Mogul Government, and 


strengthening the arbitrary power of its local Governors; and 
then to bring into notice the advantages taken by the Interlopers 
and English Company’s servants, of this state of the Government, 

VOL. III. 2R Peby 


(1)—Instructions from the Court to the Supracargoes of the Wentworth and Dorrel, 
10th November 1699. 
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CHAP. IM. by seeking to found the establishment of the English Company’s 
1699-1700 rights and trade, on the ruins of the London Company. 

Early in the season 1699-1700, the Presidency of SURAT, 
represented to the Court, that the application which they had 
recommended, foran exclusive Phirmaund from the Mogul, had 
become as impracticable, as the acquisition of it would be use- 
less; because, not only each of the Mogul’s sons were at the 
head of armies, but several of his grandsons were collecting forces 
to commence a civil war for the succession, when the Emperor’s 
death should afford them the opportunity to contend, either for 


the whole, or for portions of the Empire. 


wom the The appearances of civil convulsions were not limited to the 

ostile pre- j 

pararens of general war for the succession, for several of the more powerful 
Indoo 


Powers tore- of the Hindoo Rajahs were augmenting their forces, and awaiting 
assert their S 


ngepen- only the event of the Emperor’s death, that they might ayail 
themselves of the opposing and divided strength of the Mogul 
armies, and, on the ruins of that Government, re-assert their own 
independence, as Native Powers. The success of the Mahratta 
armies was considerable, and had kept the countries through 
which the Agra goods, particularly indigo, had a transit to Surat, 
in such alarm, that the President had not been able to obtain a 
single bale from that quarter, to form part of this year’s invest- 
ment. Under such political restraints, the President and Council 
assured the Court, that they would observe the instructions 
= specified in the home transactions of this season, in the event of 
3 a? _ the civil wars commencing, as far as might be practicable, in 
per ea Slee Bisola baarr l SLIT l the 
en. E 


+ Ns 
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the existing state of’ their rights, and the oppression to which 
their commerce was exposed. 

If the general state of the Mogul Empire, weakened in its 
administration by these approaching convulsions, affected the 
Company’s rights and trade on the West of India, the character 
and arbitrary proceedings of the Governor of Surat (and his 
power must be considered as part of that of the Mogul) tended 
to augment the distress. Though the Mocha Fleet had arrived in 
safety, under the convoys which the President had sent to protect 
it, the Governor of Surat refused to pay the sums stipulated to 
defray the charges of those convoys; and as the expectations 
which the President had held out to the Governor, that a force 
would be sent to clear the Indian Seas of the pirates, had not 
been fulfilled, he was impatient of the delay, and, conceiving him- 
self to be deluded, treated the English with the greatest contempt : 
—his conduct, when observed by the Natives, induced them to 
consider the Company’s servants, in the words of the President 
and Council’s letter, to be “ as despicable as the Portuguese in 
« India, and as odious as the Jews in Spain.” This contempt 
was, also, felt by the Mogul himself, who having extorted from the 
President at Surat, a security to pay all damages done by the 
pirates, issued an order to stop the European trade, at all the 
other ports in his dominions, till a like security should be given 
by the Agents of all the European Factories at those ports :— 
the effect of this order was, that the English, French, and 
Dutch, were not permitted to go out of the city of Surat, till 
information, that those securities had been granted, should induce. 

2R2 the 
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—from the 
appointment 
of a new Go- 
vernor of Su- 
rat. 
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CHAP. ll: the Mogul to revoke the general embargo :—the immediate effect 

1699-1700. yas, that it was become impossible to comply with the Court’s 
orders for procuring an investment to dispatch the ships early in 
the season. The same distress extended equally to the French and 
Dutch, the last of whom had not only stopped their purchases, 
but struck the flag on their house, and had sent their shipping 
to Batavia. i 

The President, under these restraints, informed the Court, 
that unless affairs should take a more favourable turn, it would 
be impossible for him to send another ship’s cargo from Surat 
this season, though he :would have recourse to the only 
means left, that of endeavouring to procure a small invest- 
ment, in the name of the Armenians; but, for this expedient 
he had not money in the treasury, and must borrow it at interest, 
that the appearance of debts might less afford the Governor 
a pretext for extortions. 
In this critical state of affairs, the Governor of Surat died, 

and was succeeded by Dianat Khan, in January 1699-1700, 
whom the President described to be unskilled in mercantile 
affairs, and who had strict orders (the Mogul having approved of 
the conduct of the late Governor, relatively to the three Euro- 

2 pean nations) to continue the embargo; and, at the close of the 
season, it was found impossible to conciliate him by giving 
bribes. 3 

i E. ne ofthe Such was the situation of the London Company’s affairs 


Man ria Surat and its dependencies, when the first accounts arrived 


el: 


ofthe Of the establishment of the English Company,. and of the 
ish- 2 A 
; gents 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


Agents employed by them, the characters of many of whom 
were known to the President and Council; it will, therefore, 
throw light on their proceedings, as well as those of the London 
Company’s servants to resist them, to preserve the chain of 
events as they occurred. l 

The first notice of the establishment of the English 
Company reached the President and Council of the London 
Company, at Surat, in April 1699, and as it came by an Inter- 
loper, (the Shrewsbury Galley), it was published in such a 
manner, as discovered that the Interlopers were, im revenge 
for the opposition shown to them by the London Company, deter- 
mined to support the English Company. This conduct proceeded 
from the expectation, that they could more easily eyade the 
measures of inexperienced Adventurers, than the obseryation of 
the London Company’s servants, who, for so many years, had 
been habituated to their smuggling and illicit projects. 

Mr. Lucas, to whom the Shrewsbury Galley was consigned, 
communicated a copy of the Act of Parliament to the President, 
and, in company with Mr. Bowcher and Doctor Leckie, made 
the event known to the Governor, who sent for the London. Com- 
pany’s broker, that he might ascertain the fact. With great 
prudence, the broker informed him, that the President and 
Council had received no such information, and that the Interlo- 
pers should not be believed. tae 

The Governor, on the following day, sent for the President 
and Council to his house, and, in the presence of the Interlopers, 
and the principal merchants of Surat, asked them if they acknow- 

ledged 
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English 
Company. 


The Gover- 
nor of Surat 
interrogates 
the President 
and Council 
about the 
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CHAP. IIT, ledged the Act of Parliament :—they replied that they did, but, 
d Pae that the London Company were allowed, by it, to trade till Sep- 
ara a tember 170] ; and that they had received no orders to resign their 
ae the rights to the persons who came by the Shrewsbury Galley, nor had 
_ these persons any power to dismiss them :—on this. information, 
the Governor ordered the Company’s broker, on pain of corporal 
punishment, to give security, that the President and Council | 
should not leave the town, and confined them to the Factory, 
till such security should be given ;—subsequently, he ordered 
their broker not to pay any money to them, till he should examine 
the Company’s accounts. In a few days, the Governor 
sent for the Shroffs, and ordered the principal of them to be 
beat, till they gave an account of what bullion the Company - 
had sold. to them, and what price they had paid for it. To this 

severity, the President was of opinion, the Governor had been 

instigated by the scandalous aspersions of the Interlopers, who 

represented that the Company had been dissolved, for com- 

mitting piracies in India, and by the loss of two Jacks of 
rupees, which he had sustained by the capture of the Quedah 
Merchant, by Kidd, the pirate; losses which he, by this expe- 5 
dient, sought to recover from the Company. È 
| Lucas, not contented with this conduct, acted as if he, i 
himself, had been vested with authority by the English Company, 
"H and set out, attended by a large retinue, to purchase an 

a __ investment for his:ship, at Ahmedabad, at which he represented, 
that the London Company’s servants had now no authority to i 
ae obstruct 


ay : 
fy j 


upos 


ana 


x 


bi m 
oy 
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obstruct him; but, in this project, he was resisted by the CHAP. Tit. 


brokers of the London Company. 1699-1700: 


While the Presidency were in this situation, Sir Nicholas Accival of Sir 
icholas 


Waite; the English Company’s President for Surat, arrived sis at 
ombay, 


off Bombay, on the llth January 1699-1700, and noti- where hisau- 


thority was 
to ir h > his < -TEE Vr inos disavowed b 
feda Sir John Gayer his appointment to be the King’s Saroe cdib 
Minister, and Consul General for the English nation, and re- Sye- 
quired compliance with whatever orders he might issue :—Sir 
John Gayer, in answer, disavowed any authority which Sir 
Yer; y y 
Nicholas Waite might pretend to have, over the Londou Com- 
pany’s servants, both because, by the Act establishing the English 
Company, the London Company were entitled to carry on their 
trade till September 1701, and, because it exempted them from 
the payment of the five per cent. duty for the maintenance of 
public ministers. j 
When Sir Nicholas Waite found he could make no sir Nicholas 
; . ; ; ; Waite arriv 
impression on Sir John Gayer and his Council at Bombay, he at Sarai 
: : ,b 
sailed for Surat, where he arrived on the 19th January, and free, ee 
š 5 A o ; hae London ~ 
notified his commission to the President and Council, requiring Company's 
: 5 flags from 
them to strike the St. George’s, or Company’s Flag, as he bore their houses. 
the commission of Vice Admiral, and would allow no other flag 
than his own. The President and Council, for the same reasons 
assigned by Sir John Gayer, at Bombay, refused to comply, and 


were protected by the new Governor and his principal officers, 


who informed Sir Nicholas Waite, that the commission, * or 


22 


« Phirmaund,” of the King of England, was of no authority: at: 
Surat, unless admitted by an order of the Mogul, and that the 


London 
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CHAP. I. London Company had the Emperor’s authority for using their 

1699-1700. flag. Conceiving this to be an affront on his dignity, Sir 
Nicholas Waite, after a long correspondence with the President 
and Council, determined to use force, and accordingly, on the 
27th January, landed two captains of ships, and forty men, at 
Swally, with orders to strike the London Company’s flag. 

"o = ies ` This violence, intended to disgrace the London Company, in 
aor me. fact, was the most effectual means which Sir Nicholas Waite 
irato could employ for their protection ; for when the Governor and his 

principal officers, were informed of the outrage, and that the flag 
had actually been struck by force, they immediately issued orders, 
that it should be re-hoisted :—the effect of these transactions upon 
the Natives, who could not comprehend the distinction between 

i the London and English Companies, and who saw that the Lon- 

don Company, notwithstanding the assertions of their being 
dissolved, remained in possession of Bombay, was a belief, that 
the whole had been a fabrication of the Interlopers, and a scheme 
-calculated to uphold their private trade. 

os * President When Sir Nicholas Waite found that he could not prevail in 

ay Colt refuses , 
to acknow- his plan of having the London Company suppressed, he protested 
choles against President Colt’s issuing passes to the country vessels, as an 
gomed iope: authority with which he, alone, was vested :—in reply, the President 
rity, denied that he had granted such passes, since Sir Nicholas Waite’s 

5 arrival had been notified to him. Under these circumstances, the 

= transactions of this season closed with a conference, in which Sir 

q ‘Nicholas Waite, on the one hand, insisted on his superior autho- 

ie: beady > i Ay : rity, 


ca aeu 
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rity, and the President and Council, on the other, waved the CHAP. IIL. 

acknowledgement of it. | 1 Bee 
It may easily be supposed, that, in this situation, both Sir 

John Gayer and President Colt felt their situations to be irksome 

and perilous ; for the former desired leave to resign, on account: 

of ill health, and the latter, in two years from the date of his 


application. 


The measures adopted for trade, and regarding the depen- Trade at Su- 


: s rat, and on 
dencies on Bompay and Surat, under such circumstances, were the Malabar 


Coast, sus- 
limited and embarrassed. Sir John Gayer reported to the Court, pended, from 


that he acquiesced in, and would observe their orders, respecting ee 
President Pitt’s authority at Fort St. George, and had suspended 
the building of additional fortifications at Anjengo, because the 
Dutch were withdrawing their Factories and establishments, on 


the Malabar Coast, having found it impracticable to engross the 


whole of the pepper trade of that country ;—and that the trade 
and revenue of Bombay had been much injured by the Portu- 
guese, who had endeavoured to obstruct the, communication 
between the Islands of Salsette and Bombay. “ TP 

VOL A h 28 T The 


(1)—Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court, 31st March, 10th 
April, 10th July, 21st and 25th August 1699.—— Letter from the General and Council at 
Bombay to the President and Council at Surat, 30th May 1699. 


Letter from Sir John 
Gayer to the Court (private) 18th August 1699. 


Correspondence between Sir John Gayer z 
and Sir Nicholas Waite, 11th and 15thJanuary 1699-1700. 


Letters from the Presidentand 
+ © 

Council of Surat tothe Court, 17th April 1699, 19th January 1699-1700, 28th March 
1700. 


Correspondence between the President and Council of Surac, and Lucas and 
Boucher, the Interlopers, 8th, Oth, 11th and 12th April 1699. Letter from the 
President and Council at Surat to the General and Council at Bombay, 10th April 


1699.—— Letter from President Colt to the Court . (private) 15th July 1699.—— 
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CHAP. III. The Company’s affairs in PERSIA, this season, assumed 
j 3 ' s 
1699-1700. the most opposite aspects :—in the first part of it, the advantages 


The aspect of 


the Persian which were expected from the new Phirmaunds, were, by the 
trade unfa- 


Esenin intrigues of the Dutch, in some degree frustrated : but, towards 
ofthe season. the close of it, an unexpected visit of the Persian Monarch 
to the English Factory at Ispahan, not only gave hopes that 
the privileges which had been granted, would be confirmed, but 
that the English customs and trade would be permanently 
established. 

A part of the arrears, as stated in the preceding season, 
had been paid, by thirteen hundred and forty maunds of silk ; 
and (waving the customs of the year which had been disputed,) 
expectations were entertained, that the whole would be dis- 
charged ;—the Dutch, however, continued to represent at 
Court, that the part of the silk which could be exported by 
sea, had, by contract, been granted to them; and that the 
payment of any part of the customs to the English, in that 
article, was a violation of a positive agreement with their 
nation. This objection would have been unavailing, had not 
the Shahbunder at Gombroon been brought over, by bribes, to 
the Dutch interest, and threatened to compel the English, 
like other nations, to pay customs at that port; and, besides, 
charged the English Agent with having received thirteen 
hundred tomands more than he acknowledged :—this dispute 


s. 

led 

= — Correspondence between Sir Nicholas Waite and the President and Council `of Surat, 

a = 22d, 23d, 25th, and 23th January, “1st February, 28th, 29th, and 30th March, 1699-1700, 


Ist, 2d, 4th and 10th April 1700, 


so ll 
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led to the opinion, that no farther silk would be obtained CHAP. ur. 

in payment of customs, as the Shahbunder had seconded a 1699-1700. 

petition of the Dutch to the King, praying for a fulfilment 

of the contract with their nation, granting them the exclusive 

privileges of exporting silk from Gombroon. 
If such were the unfavourable aspects, both at the close of The King of æ 


Persia visits 


ayy 5 ~ s the effects the Eng lish 
the last, and at the opening of the present season, of react 


o : been Ispahan, and 
of the Phirmaund and Rogoms, and such the check given to the peen apa 


ule . ted enl Il 
privileges and trade of the London Company, an unexpected (pits. 2 | 


event, or a visit paid by the King of Persia to the English maunds. ! 


Factory at Ispahan, again turned the balance in favor of the 
London Company. 

It does not appear, from the letters of Agent Bruce, at 
Ispahan, to what cause this unexpected visit could be ascribed : 
—he stated, only, that the King, on passing the English Fac- j 
tory, was pleased with its exterior appearance, and expressed 
his intention to visit it, if consistent with his dignity :—fnding, 
on the Registers being examined, that Shah Abbas the Great 


had visited the English Factory, after the taking of Ormus, he 


eee se 


considered this precedent as a sufficient reason for gratifying 


his curiosity :—on the 23d of July 1699, therefore, a message a 


' 
was sent, that, on the following morning, the King would 7 
come to the Factory ;—every preparation was made that was 


practicable, under the inspection of Persian officers, to have 


the great room fitted up, anda throne erected with suitable A 
magnificence :—the passages and garden-walks were covered i 
with rich carpets and the finest English cloth ; and a collation i 

2S2 of aa 
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CHAP. III. of fruits and rich wines prepared ;—the English then retireq 
i y 1699-1709. from the Factory, and left the charge of it to women, with 

instructions to receive, with all possible solemnity, the Monarch, 

and the Ladies of his Haram, by whom he was attended, 

leaving only three petitions, one apologizing for the inadequate 
» pomp, with which they could receive the Monarch; another 
praying ‘ directions might be given to the eunuchs, to prevent 
“< persons from attempting, by means of the holes in the buildings, 
“ to look at the King and his attendants ;” and a third, that as, 
on so honorable an occasion, they could not disturb his Majesty. 
with their requests, he would be pleased to order the Ettiman. 
Doulut to receive them. 

The King was not only gratified with his reception, and 
the presents of fruits and wines offered for his acceptance, but 
intimated. his intention to. visit the Factory a second time. 
Though the expences of this visit amounted to four hundred 
tomands, or above 41,200 sterling, the Agent informed the 


5 OR, ae rp Ee Late 


: Court, that they were unavoidable, and might be attended 
with consequences, which would amply repay the Company, by 
placing their trade and privileges on a more certain basis, 
than any on which they had, hitherto, rested.. 


“eee The petition of the Agent to the Ettiman Doulut prayed 


3 petition to > i ° ; 
Fre Persian 10r the payment of the arrears of customs, exemptions from 

_ Ministeron 
= this occasicn. 


a an order to the Shahbunder, at Gombroon, prohibiting him, 


certain duties, permission to export sequins and silver, and 


in future, from molesting the English in the enjoyment of their ° 
_ privileges, or obstructing their trade, . f 
The 
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The Agent, on this occasion, submitted to the Court, that CHAP. un 
a letter from the King of England to the King of Persia, with 1699-1700. 
suitable presents, would facilitate his obtaining the necessary pro- 
tection and exemptions, for establishing the Company’s trade 
in its fullest extent. The Shahbunder at Gombroon, on re- 
ceiving intelligence of the King’s condescension and favor, 
paid one year’s customs, and promised a farther payment of 
two thousand tomands, of arrears, the ensuing March; and 
prohibited the Dutch, under a positive order fromthe King, to 
erect a Fort, or castle, at Gombroon. 
This unexpected favor shewn to the English, excited the The Datei 4: 
jealousy of the Dutch, in the highest degree, who employed of ibe Sing 
every art, and offered large bribes to the attendants of the King, tory, wer is 
to induce him to visit their house, or Factory, representing the: | 
English Company, and nation, as inferior to their own, their 
Stadtholder being King of England. 


To counteract this misrepresentation, the Agent, with con- Honorar 
siderable ability, explained the obligations of the Dutch to the the King of 
Crown of England, and described their Company, as the servants Company's 
of Merchants only, who had no King, that could render them 


worthy of the notice of the Persian Monarch ;—the request of 


the King’s visit to the Dutch Factory, was, therefore, refused ; i 
and though his second visit to the English Factory did not take { 
place, the Agent received, from the King, on the 2d September 
1699, “ the Khelaut,” or vest of honour, a rich sword, and a a 
horse ;—these favourable appearances induced him to inform i 

the: j 
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CHAP. III. the Court, that he had the firmest reliance on the Company’s 
1699-1700. privileges being confirmed, and their trade protected.QQ 


Critical situ- -The situation of the London Company’s affairs at Fort Sr, 
St. George, GEORGE, and on the Coromandel Coast, in the same manner as 
position of on the Malabar Coast, was affected by the circumstances in which 
poe 4 the power of the Mogul, and of the Nabob, were placed, at the 


Tot ane time when the obstructions from the Interlopers and pirates, were 


oe seconded by the arrival of the English Company’s Agents. On 
missin is reaching Madras, these Agents assumed the public characters of 
Ambassador and Consul, and professed their object to be, not 


only to establish a néw English interest, but to wrest from the 


vicinity. 


London Company the privileges they had acquired, for more than 
half acentury, under the Phirmaunds and Perwannahs purchased 
for valuable considerations. The fact, at this time, was, that in the 
beginning of this season, 1699-1700, the President of Fort St. 
George had paid fifteenh undred pagodas to the Nabob, for a 
Perwannah, entitling the Company to a full right to Fort St. 
David ; and that, on this basis, he had purchased, at that place, an 
investment, estimated at two lacks and a half of pagodas, which 
he adduced, as an irrefragable evidence of the confidence which 
the London Company’s servants had, in the validity of their 

l rights, and in the returns which they expected to receive, from 

=the profits of their trade. 

These 


¢ _(1)—Letters from the Agents and Councils of Ispahan and Gombroon to the Court 

a and from Ispahan to Gombroon, 30th March, 5th and 29th July, 16th, 19th and 27th 
a August and 9th September 1699. 
ANDS 
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These events, however, considering the accounts given CHAP. TI. 
— 


of the decline of the Mogul power in -the Carnatic, from 16899-1700. 
its army being obliged to be continually in the field, to k 
keep in check the hovering armies of the Hindoos, discover, 
that any grants which could be purchased, either from the 
acknowledged Sovereign, or from the Hindoo- chiefs, en-- 
deavouring to wrest his conquests from him,. were rather to be: 
deemed a foundation for claims-on the ultimate victor,. than a 
permanent recognition of rights and privileges :—this- appeared 
from the order of the Mogul to stop all trade, till security 
should be given, as- at Surat, for whatever damages might be- 
occasioned by the pirates ; hence the resolution which was taken: 
to fortify the Black Town of Madras, at the charge of the 
inhabitants, and’ the demand of the President to have a supply 
of men and arms for its defence. The army of Zulfaker Khan. 
was, at this time, hovering round the English bounds, and ' 
threatening to deprive them of all tenures, which the London.: 
Company might either solicit or purchase. 
The relations between the London Company, and the Iatemperate 


conduct of 


Mogul and subordinate Princes, were thus situated, when the ike English ; 4 
ompany’s ; 


English Company’s ship, London, arrived, on the 3d July Consul, on 


his -arrival at 
1699, having on board their principal Factors; and on the Madras. í 


28th July, their ship, De Grave, anchored in Madras Roads ; 


thes) eat cet), 


—Consul Pitt, on his arrival, notified to President Pitt his cha- 
racter, as Consul for the English nation, and President for the- 
English Company, on the Coromandel Coast, in the same manner 
as he previously had done, to the Deputy Governor of Fort St.. 4 
David. ' 
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CHAP. III. David. The terms in which this notification was expressed, and 
169971700. .»bmission to his authority required, were dictatorial, if not 
. imprudent, if, at this distant period, we can judge, from their 
| being accompanied with a request to receive information and 
Be _assistance, in his new undertaking, from the President of Fort 
; St. George; and the answer of President Pitt, his cousin, was 
-not Jess authoritative, though, considering his situation, more 
prudent :—President Pitt stated, that as the London Company 
were allowed, by Act of Parliament, to continue in the exercise of 
- their trade, till September 1701, he could not recognize the 
: authority of any superior, but their Court of Committees, and, 
consistently with his duty, neither would order a salute, nor 

strike his flag, at the Consul’s orders. 
Consul Pitt Consul Pitt, on this refusal, sailed to Masulipatam, at which i 


fixes the 


pene eb Com. he proposed to establish the seat of the English Company’s 
pany’s seat c 


brad at Ma- Goyernment and trade :—on reaching this port, he established a 
sulipatam, 


4 and gee Factory, or house,- and formed his new Council, on the same 
Ae that Dis au- 


p> thony might principle as observed by the Agents and Councils of the Lon- 
; e recogniz- 


oo by the p don Company :—he then sent an official notification to President 
residen 


A Pitt, at Fort St. George, of his office of King’s Consul on the 
Coromandel Coast, and required, that his commission should be 
publicly read at Fort St. George, the town of Madras, at 
Vizagapatam, and, in general, at all the Factories and stations 
belonging to the London Company. President Pitt, considering: 
this notification, as an infringement of the London Company’s 

rights, and an insult on his own authority,. instead of entering 
ie a into any explanations with his new riyal, issued an order, in : 


Counci] : 
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Council, under the Company’s seal, to all their servants under: eet 
his authority, not to obey any orders which they might receive 1699-1700. 
from Consul Pitt, or the English Company, explaining this order 
to proceed on the terms in the Act of Parliament, which conti- 
nued the trade of the London Company, till September 1701, and, 
in his opinion, exempted them from the duty of £5 per cent., for 
the maintenance of Ambassadors, or Consuls, sent to India. 
The characters of the London: Company’s President, Thomas 
Pitt, and the English Company’s.Consul, John Pitt, were equal- 
ly marked by zeal in the service of their employers, but distin- 
guished by the former possessing prudence,. as well as- firmness, 
and the latter, spirit,, unguided by discretion :—both, how- 
ever, were unfit for temporizing or coneiliatory measures; and 
perhaps: to this. circumstance,. and to the superior talents of 
President Pitt, the London Company owed the preservation,. 
not only of their forts and Factories, but the provision of 
their investments, and the maintenance of their trade, in a 
country where the Natives had been habituated to. transact with 
them, but could not comprehend the meaning of a new 
Association of English merchants, arriving to question the 
authority of those, whom they still observed. in possession of 
the fortified stations and Factories.. 
Affairs were thus situated, when Sir William Norris arrived’ Sir William: 


Norris, ar- 


at Masulipatam,. in September 1699,. and notified his. appoint- rives at Ma- 


sulipatam, 


ment, as Ambassador from the King of England to the Great and notifies 
his character: 


Mogul; a notification which appeared to the Native Governor a sba Coreg 
of Masulipatam,, as. well as to the Nabob, to be unintelligible, the President: 


VOL. IIL.. 2T while 
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knowledge. 
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while they observed the President and Council of Fort St, 
George disavowing his power, and keeping possession of the 
established and recognized seats of English trade. To remove 
this impression, Consul Pitt signified to Mr Lovell, the London 
Company’s Factor at Masulipatam, the arrival of the Ambas- 
sador, and ordered him to attend him, on his landing ; an order 
to which Mr. Loyell declined paying any obedience, till he 
should receive instructions from President Pitt and his Council. 
In an official letter, President Pitt, under the Company’s 
seal, protested against Sir William Norris’s interference in any 
application which the London Company might make to the 
Native Governments, that might affect the rights they had 
purchased and enjoyed, because they were not subject to 
the control of any public minister, during the continuance of 
their term of trade; and, at the same time, addressed the 
Governor of Masulipatam, and the new Nabob, “ Meddea Khan 


2 


Beague,” soliciting their protection to the London Company, 
explaining the reason, why their Factors had not waited on 
them, to be, the measures of the Agents of the English Com- 
pany, which had prevented their discharging this duty. 

Such, from the correspondence of the London Company’s 
President and Council at Fort St. George to the Court, and 
their communications to Sir John Gayer at Bombay, were the 
measures which they observed in fulfilling the instructions to wave 
any acknowledgment of the authority of the Agents of the English 
Company, and to preserve from their interference, the rights 


and 


, 
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and privileges on the Coromandel Coast, which had been CHAP. tr. 
acquired by the efforts of so many years, and at so great an 16899-1700. 
expence, by the London Company.“ — 

The proceedings of the London Company’s servants in Sir Edward 


Littleton ar- 


BencaL, this season, were founded on the Nishin which sives EE 
gal, and his 


they had obtained from the Prince, in the preceding year, Geen ae 


and on their confidence in the validity of this grant, and being jected by the 
5 © London 


Company's 


able, under it, to dispatch the Company’s ships with full car- ADP 


goes; it may, therefore, be inferred, that the Mogul’s authority 
was less disturbed in the Bengal Provinces, than, from the 
preceding recital, it appears to have been in the vicinity of the 
other principal seats of the London Company’s trade :—the 
obstructions, therefore, which Mr. Beard, who had succeeded 
Mr. Eyre, as Chief of the London’ Company’s Settlements in 
Bengal, had to encounter, arose chiefly from the interference 
of the English Company’s President and Consul, Sir Edward 
Littleton, who arrived at Hughly in July 1699, and intimated 
his character as President of the English Company, and Consul 
for the English nation in Bengal, to Mr. Beard and his Council. 
The conduct of Sir Edward Littleton, on this occasion, was 
more conciliatory than that of Consul Pitt at Masulipatam :— 
instead of commanding Mr. Beard to acknowledge his authority, 

27T 2 and. 


5S 44, 


(1)—Letters from the President and Council at Fort St. George to the General and: h 
Council at Bombay and Surat, 2d May, 3d June, 19th July, and 12th August 1699. — 


Correspondence between President Thomas Pitt and Council at Fort St. George, and Consul 


Jobn Pitt, and Sir William Norris at Masulipatam, 20th, 23d, 26th, August, 21st September i 
1699, and 16th January 1699-1700. Letters from the President and Council at Fort ws 
St. George to the Nabob and the Governor of Masulipatam, 16th January 1699-1700, 3 
A 
3 
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CHAP.1II. and relinquish his own, he requested his good offices in a 
1699-1700. friendly manner, but intimated, that he expected he would not 


again interfere in the affairs of the Durbar, or grant English 
passports to country vessels, because this power was vested in 
himself, as Consul, and could not be legally questioned by the 
Agents of the London Company :—a correspondence ensued 
between them, in which Sir Edward Littleton solicited Mr. 
Beard’s friendship, and requested him to furnish him with 
pilots, &c., and Mr. Beard, with much firmness, evaded the 
acknowledgment of this authority, and explained his conduct 
to proceed from his duty to the London Company, to defend 
their rights and character, and to maintain the full enjoy- 
ment of their privileges till 1701, under the Mogul’s Phir- 
maund and the Prince’s Nishan; adding, that their servants 
were more competent to manage the interests of their superiors, 
and of the English nation, than strangers, whatever their rank 
or character might be, who could only be competent to act, 
and to preserve such rights, as they might purchase or acquire. 
In conveying an account of his conduct to Sir John Gayer, Mr. 
Beard added, that his utmost exertions should be used, to pre- 
serve and to maintain the London Company’s rights, and pro- 
mote their trade.” 


(1)—Letters between Agent Beard at Calcutta, and Sir Edward Littleton at Ballasore, 
28th and 29th July 1699.—— Letter from Agent Beard and Council at Calcutta to the 
General and Council at Bombay, gth August 1699. 
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‘CHAP. IL 
SSS 
3699-1700, 


The domestic transactions of the English Company, during Relative pre- 


the season (1699-1700), consisted rather of a recapitulation of t 


ensions of 
he English 


are . 5 5 and London 
their instructions to the persons appointed to act as Presidents, Companies at 


or Consuls, than of new projects for the establishment of settle- 
ments and trade :—it is remarkable, however, on more fully 
considering their relative situation to the London Company, to 
which they were continuing to make ineffectual approaches for 
an Union, that, instead of directing, as at their outset, their chief 
attention to fix the seats of their Government at a distance 
from those of the London Company, they, this season, 
followed the same line with the Company they had been en- 
deavouring to ruin, and fixed on Surat, as the chief seat of 
their Government and trade :—hence they conveyed their general 
orders to Sir Nicholas Waite, their President, or Consul, at 
Surat, to be communicated to Sir William Norris, who was 
supposed, by them, at the date of their first dispatches of this 
season, to have arrived at the Mogul’s court, to solicit and 
acquire privileges for the English Company, or nation. 

The Ambassador, therefore, appears to have been vested, 
rather with discretionary powers, and sent on a mission of ex- 
periment, than under any instructions from his ‘superiors, or 
precise objects for his attention; the orders were, therefore, 


repeated 
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CHAP. III. repeated by the Court to Sir Nicholas Waite, to be particular in 
_le99-1700. his inquiries, for ascertaining the rights and privileges of the 
London Company, at Surat, Bombay, the Malabar Coast, and 
in Persia, because, in the event of an Union, they.wished to 
be informed of the foundation of those demands which the Lon- 
don Company could make, and of the conditions to which the 
English Company could agree :—it appears, however, that, 
hitherto, little progress had been made by the persons employed 
to negotiate an Union with the London Company, which con- 
tinued ‘obstinate,’ notwithstanding the notice given them of the - 
period when their privileges would cease. 
The Court of Directors of the English. Company, in the 
progress of the season, informed the Consul at Surat, that affairs 
had assumed a new aspect; for a Bill had been introduced into 
Parliament, in favour of the London Company, which continued 
them a Corporation, entitled to trade on the proportion of the 
stock of the English Company for which they had subscribed, 
“ but which placed them on no better footing than the Mercers’ 
« Company, or on any other Corporation in London, which 
“ might chuse to subscribe, and subjected them to the payment 
“ of five per cent. for the maintenance of public ministers :’— 
this claim they attempted to illustrate, by a comparative account | 
of the value of their own, and of the stock of the London Com- 
pany; an account, however, which i is in direct opposition to the 
statement which the London Company conveyed to their servants, 
of the value of their stock, as evidence of their credit. 
Bsn i ) The 


» 


- CC-0. ‘Cur MSL Unesi Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


EAST-+INDIA COMPANY. 


The Court informed Sir Nicholas Waite, in March 1699- 
1700, that “ the stock of the London Company had been 
< managed with great art, and had risen, at one time, as 
cc high as £135 per cent.; but that this price had induced 
< many of the proprietors to sell out, which had again reduced 


it below £100 per cent,, while the 4125, paid in, on the 


ce 


“ stock of the English Company, was currently,sold for above 


“6 £150.” 
The rivalship of the two Companies, it is to be recollected, 

did not constitute the whole of the difficulties in England, 
there being proprietors of the General Society (whose stock 
amounted to about £20,000) who did not come into the Joint 
Stock of the English Company, and fitted out two small 
vessels for India, which were protected by the English Company’s 
licence; it was, however, in future, to be understood, that if 
any other vessels, belonging to private merchants, should attempt 
trading within the Company’s limits, without their licence, 
such vessel was to be seized :—they thus manifested a jealousy 
of Interlopers, a description of traders so recently their own, and 
for whom they had pleaded, as deserving encouragement, because 


they extended the trade and navigation of the kingdom. 


307 


CHAP. III, 
Sa 


Jessy 1700, 
Contradicto- 
ry accounts 
of the value 
of the En- 
glish Com- 
pany’s stock, 
from those 
transmitted 
by the Lon- 
don Com- 
pany to their 
servants. 


Having given this view of their relative situation, with 


respect to the London Company, the Directors of the English 


Company issued a general order, that their Presidents, or 


Consuls, alone, were entitled to grant passes to country vessels, 
or to make applications, through their Ambassador, to the 
Native Powers, for grants or privileges to the English Nation, 


and 
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CHAP. III. and that, in asserting this right, they were to notify, in the 

1699-1700. most public manner, that the English Company were not to. 
be answerable for the debts of the London‘Company. 

Equipments The equipments of the English Company, consigned to: 


and stock of 
the English Surat, were, the Rook Frigate, with a stock, estimated at: 


Company for 
Saai £12,400, to be employed,. while her investment was preparing,. 
in cruising against the pirates;. the Canterbury and the Albe- 
marle, with a stock estimated’ at £25,000 each, to: be laid: 
out, in general, on a proper investment of Surat goods, with: 
the exception of the articles described. in the India Prohibition: 
Act, © 
Tornin If the instructions: of the Directors- of the English Com-- 
a ithe Core pany, to Surat,. were necessarily illustrations,. only, of those of 
the preceding year, the orders. to- Consul John. Pitt,. whom they’ 
had appointed their President, with authority over such settle- 
ments and trade as he might establish on the Coast or Coro- 
MANDEL, were equally narrow, and, indeed, from: the nature 
of the case, not having, as yet, heard either of the measures,. 
or of the success or failure of his attempts to establish Factories. 
or trade, they could not take a wider range; the same informa- 
_ tion, therefore, for his conduct, and that of the Ambassador, is- 
repeated to the persons intrusted: with the experiments to be 
made on the Coromandel Coast, and the same accounts of the: 
ineffectual attempts at an Union with the London Company, 
and of the Acts of Parliament, for continuing them a Cor- 
poration, 
(1)—Letters from the Court to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 3d August, 
-80th December 1699, 3d February, 15th March 1699-1700, and 12th April 1700, 
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poration, and for prohibiting the importation of India wrought 
goods, are given, with those sent by the London Company to 
their servants :—it was, however, held to be material, to con- 
vey to Consul Pitt, and to communicate to Sir Edward Littleton 
in Bengal, the degree of opposition in trade which they would 
have to experience from the London Company, who were pro- 
ceeding ‘‘ strenuously” in equipping a considerable fleet, and 
had embarked a very large stock. Besides, that Mr. (now Sir 
Charles) Eyre, who had so long presided over the London 
Company’s Settlements in Bengal, was proceeding to India, with 
discretionary powers, to push the applications for grants to the 
utmost extent, and to employ large sums, in anticipating the 
English Company in the markets. To meet this opposition, 
they had equipped two ships for Coast and Bay, with a stock 
estimated at about £60,000 in bullion, and 45,500 in goods, 


in each ship. These orders varied respecting settlements, 


by suggesting Masulipatam, as a preferable seat of trade to 
) Ss 8 } > 


Madapollam,; and the expediency of establishing a Factory at 
Porto Novo. ®© 

The orders of the Court of Directors to their servants 
in BrnGAL, consisted of a repetition of those to Surat and 
the Coast, with the addition, to Sir Edward Littleton, to make 


purchases of goods of the best quality, and to exert his utmost 


329 
CHAP. II. 
— 
1699-1709. 


Instructions 
to Sir Ed- 
ward Little- 
ton in Bengal. 


VOL. III. o Ü endeavours 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to John Pitt, Esq. 
and Council, on the Coast of Coromandel, 30th December 1699, 5th and 20th January 


1699-1700, and 12th April 1700. a 
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ht WA 


CHAR. endeavours to rival, and to Dear down, the trade of ane London: 
ae j Ś ` ` = 


Speculation The Eoded which many of the Directors and servants: 


one of the English Company had acquired, of the trade in the 
the Island of 

BRC and Indian, and in the China Seas, and which the Court had, 
connecting it 
with the Chi- 
na trade. 


also, drawn from the example of the Dutch, led them to projects 
for obtaining a share in the pepper trade, and, if possible, to con- 
nect with it, enterprizes for opening a trade with China. 
As the Java pepper had been engrossed by the Dutch, and’ 
the Sumatra pepper was in possession of the London Company, 
Ww vho, also, were beginning to engross, by their establishments 
on the Malabar Coast, the pepper in the Peninsula, a new 
experiment was devised for obtaining a proportion of this trade, 
to, which they were, “perhaps, stimulated by their professions to- 
Parliament, and to the public, that they would extend the 
English trade to countries, which the narrow system of the 
London Company had either neglected, or relinquished. 

| This experiment consisted in dispatching a vessel, in the 
preceding season, to Bornro, and was now followed up, by 
the appointment of Mr. Landen, who had formerly visited that 
Island, to be- President, pro tempore, at any station at which- 
he might find it practicable to settle an English Factory :— 


gf ORe rid 


on this project was. -engrafted the scheme ef building ships, from: 
Hide 


an opinion, that large quantities of ship- timber could-be found on. 
the- 


dipsa te busied edi ic ifo 
PN Q)— Letters from th the Court t to sit “Bayard Littleton and Council in Bengal, 30th.. 


December 1699, 15th March 1699- -1700, and 12th April 1700. 
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the Isiand; shipwrights, smiths, and other artificers, therefore, 
were embarked, and the vessels built were to be employed in 
opening trade with China. | 

The first object, in this speculation, was to purchase 
pepper ;—the ships intended for China were to touch at Banjar- 
Massin, to take such produce as could be procured; and Mr, 
Landen was, also, to obtain information “on the subject of the 
gold and diamond trade at Succadania, and to proceed with 
whatever proportion of those valuable articles he might collect, 
as resources for the trade to China.” 

The experiment of opening a trade with Curna assumed, 
in the progress of the season, a more regular form, for, in 
August 1699, the Macclesfield Galley was taken up for a voyage 
to China direct, and to return to England, and Mr. Robert 
Douglas appointed supercargo, with Mr. Biggs (one of the 
London Company’s dismissed servants) to act as his assistant :— 
the first attempt was to be made at Macao, to try the practica- 
bility of settling at Canron; but, should this scheme not 
answer, he was to proceed to Amoy :—the stock with which 
he was instrusted, including his own, and Mr. Biggs’ separate 
adventures, amounted to the large sum of £39,136, to be 
invested in ray-silks, damasks, and teas. eer 

In the month of November 1699, the Court adopted a 
more regular system for establishing this trade, by appointing 

2052 NA 
(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at the Island of Borneo, Gth 


May, 26th September, 3d October, 23d November, 30th December 1699, and ‘25th 
January 1699-1700. mi 5 a 
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n AP. ul. a President (Mr. Catchpoole) who was to be dignified with their 


favorite character of King’s Consul, and have a Council of 
four, with two Factors and five Writers, having the same rank 
and salaries as at their other establishments. Mr. Catchpoole 
sailed in the Eaton Frigate :—the limits of his jurisdiction were 
sufficiently extensive, being to include “< the whole Empire of 
< China, and the adjacent Islands.” A second ship was added, 
to attempt a Settlement at Lramro, or Lrnero, in the north 


of China, or, if this scheme, also, should fail, at the city of 


Nangin :—in the event, however, of disappointment, he was to 
collect, at those places, what goods he could purchase, and then 
proceed to Canton, and settle at that port; where a common table 
was to be kept for the Merchants, Factors, and Writers. The 
general object was to promote the sale of English woollen ma- 
nufactures, and to collect an investment of the China goods 
‘enumerated in the instructions to the supercargo of the Maccles- 
field Galley; and, as an encouragement, the Company’s servants 
were licensed to trade, on their own account, from port to port, 
and to be allowed to send gold home, which the Company would 
exchange for silver. At the close of thé season a new ship, the 
Liampo Frigate, of one hundred and sixty tons, was purchased 
‘and dispatched for China, with a stock estimated at £3,800. 
Such were the speculations of the English Company, 


“during the second» ae of their i ae 10) 
GD caw ii Mow myo 10 aodou The 


(1)—Letter of Instructions from the Court to Mr. Dovglas, Supercargo for China, 3d 
hog 1 99. —— Commission and Instructions to the President and Councilin China, 23d 


November 
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The first intelligence received by the English Company, 
addressed to their Court of Directors, at Skinner’s Hall (as 
might have been anticipated, from the characters of their Pre- 
sidents, or Consuls,. and the nature of their instructions) con- 
sisted chiefly of the recital of the struggles, between them and 
the Presidents and Councils of the London Company; the one, 
under the higher titles of Ambassador and Consul, making 


efforts to introduce a new English interest and trade, and the 


333 
CHAP. Ill. 
1699-1700. 


The ruin of 
the two Com- 
panies in In- 
dia, only pre- 
vented by the 
relaxed state 
of the Mogul 
Government. 


other, resisting, by every means which prudence and experience. 


could suggest, innovations, which struck, not more at all 
the rights. and privileges which, for a century, they had 
been purchasing, or had acquired, than at. the continuance of 
a direct trade between England and the East-Indies. It would 
be superfluous to detail the events; at each of the stations of 
trade in the Peninsula of India, originating im. enterprize, and 
in self-defence, without referring to the progress of the Eu- 
ropean nations, who sought, since the discovery of the cir- 
cuitous navigation to the East, the introduction of. trade between 

Europe and Asia. 
Had the London and. English Companies existed, while the 
Portuguese power, in Asia, was unbroken, or even when it was on 
the 


November 1699.—— Letters from the Court to the President and Council in China, 23d 
November 1699, and 2d February 1699-1700. 
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CHAP. II. .the decline, their commercial disputes must have exposed both to 

1996-1700. immediate ruin, and to the-contempt of the Native. Powers, 
at whose ports each was seeking a trade: — had the same 
impolitic rivalship existed, when Portugal was united with 
Spain, and during the vigour of the Dutch opposition to 
both, or when the Dutch power and trade, in Asia, broke 
down, and almost extinguished that of Portugal, the weight 
of the Dutch funds, and the power of their armaments, 
would have crushed the Joint Stock of the London Company, 
and excluded the English Company from a participation in the 
trade:—it is obvious, also, from a retrospect of the state of 
India during the reign of Akbar, when the English trade 
was first attempted, and; in a still stronger degree, during the 
vigour of Aurungzebe’s reign, that had this unwise competition, 
between the subjects of the same country, subsisted, (a compe- 
tition perfectly unintelligible to the Natives,) the- Mogul would 
probably have excluded the English from his dominions; an 
example which would have been followed by the Hindoo Powers: 
—at the distance of a century, therefore, it appears to be in- 
consistent with the wisdom of King William, and of Parliament, 
to have introduced a rivalship, which was so directly against the 
public interest. The events we are about to unfold will exhibit 
proofs of the truth of this observation ; for the interferences of 
the Sovereign, and of Parliament, were called on, to terminate. 
this absurd opposition, by the Union of the two Companies. 

Proceedings  . Theevents at Sugar, and, subsequently, on the COROMANDEL 


of Sir Nicho- 
las Waite in Coast, and in Bencar, will furnish full evidence of the public 


the English ~~ 
oy misfortune 
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“misfortune of substituting theories of trade, for practice, founded 
on experience. 


Sir Nicholas Waite reached Surat on the 19th January 


"335 


CHAP. If. 


1699-1700, 
Company’s 
Consul at Sus 


rat, 


1699-1700; but, previously, Mr. Mewse and Mr. Brooke, 
had arrived, on the 16th November 1699 :—though subor- 
dinate Factors only, they published the powers with which 
the English Company were vested, and prepared the President 
and Council of the London Company for the attack in- 
tended on their privileges and trade, as soon as the new 
English Consul should arrive. It was at this ¢risis, that the 
Governor of Surat, who had been friendly to the London Com- 
pany, died, and that a new Governor, “ Dianat Khan,” was 
appointed, who, of course, must have been a stranger equally to 
the old, and to the new representatives of the English nation :— 
this change of a Governor occurred, also, at the time when the 
Dutch, feeling the burden of the security-bond which had been 
extorted from them, to compensate for the losses occasioned by 
the pirates, were making applications to be relieved from this 
obligation. 

Tt may easily be supposed, under such circumstances, that 
the representatives of the London Company, both from their 
instructions, and from a sense of duty, would try every plan’ 
to bring over the new Governor to their interest, and would 
send Vakeels to Court, to pre-oceupy the ministers of the’ 
Mogul in their favor ;—it may also be supposed, that the 
subordinate servants of the English Company, at Surat, 
would observe these proceedings, and prepare such information 

as- 
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CHAPI. as they could collect, to enable Sir Nicholas Waite to oppose 
— 


1699-1700. them; and hence the regret which they expressed, in a letter tọ 


Sir William Norris, that he had not been ordered directly from 
England to Surat, as the access, from this port, to the seat of 
Government would have been shorter, and his influence on the 
Mogul less obstructed; mean time, that they would procure 
copies of all Phirmaunds, or grants, to European Companies, 


particularly to the London Company, that, on them, he might 


found his application for privileges to the English Company. 


Sir Nicholas Waite, on his arrival, directed his first care to 
purchase a cargo for one ship, but complained that his efforts, 
even in this way, had been obstructed by the servants of the Lon- 
don Company ;—instead, however, of conciliating his country- 
men, or endeavouring to connect the interests of his employers, 
with those of the London Company, he immediately signified 
to President Colt, his superior power, as Consul, desired his 


acknowledgement of him, in this capacity, and ordered him to 


strike the flag on the London Company’s house at Swally ;—this _ 


improvident violence was noticed among the events affecting the 
London Company, and, in fact, obtained them the protection of 
the Governor, who considered Sir Nicholas Waite’s conduct as 
an interference with his authority, or rather with that of the 
Mogul, particularly as he had, by force, taken down the flag, 
which the Governor ordered to be immediately re-hoisted. 

=i -Under these circumstances Commodore Warren, on whose 
protection Sir Nicholas Waite depended, died, and was succeeded 
by Commodore Littleton, whom Sir Nicholas Waite aceused of 
chy partiality 
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partiality to the London Company, because he refused to sup- CHAP. mi. 


port him in those violent proceedings, to which, as a King’s 1899-1100. 
officer, he could not give his sanction. 


If the first act of Sir Nicholas Waite was violent, it was Sir Nicholas 


5 5 3 ea Waite ad- 

succeeded by one still more intemperate :—without waiting for dresses letters 
A n ca ie à to the Mo- 

the arrival of Sir William Norris at the Court of the Mogul, gal, charging 


the London 
or knowing whether he would be favourably received; and with- Company 


with being 
out even allowing time for his using the information which had parties in the 


been collected, respecting Phirmaunds and grants to the English india, 
nation, Sir Nicholas Waite addressed, at once, a letter to 
the Mogul, accusing the London Company of being sharers and 
abettors of the piracies, from which his subjects, and the trade 
of his dominions, had suffered, or, in the Consul’s coarse lan- 
guage, ‘ of being thieves and confederates with the pirates ;” 
and then intimated his own rank, as President of the English 
Company,.and Consul for the English nation, and that he 
was accompanied with a squadron of four men of war, sent 
by the King of England, to be employed, under his direc- 
tions, in capturing and punishing the pirates, and obliging 
them to make restitution of the vessels and property which they 
had taken from the Mogul’s subjects. l 


The suspicion which Sir Nicholas Waite expressed to the Impartial 


conduct of 
Commodore 
Littleton. 


Directors, and to the Ambassador, of the partiality of Com- 
modore Littleton to the London Company, was, on the Commo- 
dore’s: arrival at Surat, refuted by his conduct; for though he 
did not encourage Sir Nicholas Waite in his arbitrary proceed- 
against the London Company, (protected by law till September 

VOL. III. | 2X 1701) 
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Sir Nicholas 
Waite ob- 
ains a Per- 
wannah for 
trade at Su- 
rat, and pro- 
hibits the 
London 
Company’s 
President 
from grant- 
ing passes to 
country 


ships, 
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1701) he, at the same time, recognized the rights of the 
English Company, but declined attending Sir Nicholas Waite, 
at his public entry into Surat, when he was accompanied by 
the Governor and his son, because such attendance was not 
his duty, as a King’s officer. The President and Council of the 
London Company remained, during this ceremony, spectators 
of what they were sensible, in the opinion of the Natives, would 
be deemed evidence of their decline. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, however, on this occasion, obtained 
a Perwannah from the Governor, granting the English Com- 
pany liberty of trade, and an exemption from all debts or 
contracts to which the London Company were lable :—He next 
demanded, that Commodore Littleton should abstain from 
all communication with the President and Council of the 
London Company; but, instead of complying, this officer 
wrote to President Colt, and his Council, that he would 
protect vessels sailing under their Jicence:—to counterba- 
lance this protection, Sir Nicholas Waite ordered Captain Al- 
lison, of the English Company’s ship Norris, to proceed to the 
river’s mouth, and to stop all vessels wearing English colours, 
unless protected by his passports, with the exception of the 
London Company’s vessels, and protested, formally, against 
any obstructions, or force, which Commodore Littleton might 
employ against this order. 

It may be easily supposed, that accusations would be fre- 
quent by both parties ;—by Sir Nicholas Waite endeavouring to 
establish his authority, and by the President and Council.of the 

London 
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London Company, defending their’s. Sir Nicholas Waite accused 
Commodore Littleton of having reported, that the Ambassador, 
though licensed by the King, was paid by the English Company ; 
of having ordered the King’s flag to be struck on board -their 
ships, though he allowed it to be worn by the London Company’s 
ships; and of haying neglected to give him that salute, on land- 
ing, to which he was entitled, by his character of King’s Consul: 
—not contented with these charges of breach of duty, he accused 
him of having been bribed by Sir John Gayer, and entered a 


farther, that on the Consul’s com- 


formal protest against him ; 
mission being read to the Governor, he agreed to acknowledge 
it privately, but it was not publicly recognized, for Commodore 
Littleton refused to be present at the ceremony to confirm it ; 
and yet the Governor permitted Sir Nicholas Waite to hoist the 
King’s Union flag, a privilege which, had Commodore Littleton 
been as violent as his accuser, he certainly would have pre- 
vented. These proceedings were followed by an accusation 
against the President of the London Company, for having, 
(after Sir Nicholas Waite’s arrival) given passports to Indian 
ships ; an accusation which Mr. Colt stated to be unfounded, as 
he had only given recommendatory letters, to such persons as had 
formerly been in the London Company’s service. These tedious 
proceedings scarcely merit notice, unless to prove, in the very 
outset, that the opposition of the two Companies was: endan- 
gering the existence of the English Settlements and trade in 


India. 
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‘CHAP.II. . The commercial information which Sir Nicholas Waite 
1699-1700. conveyed to the Court is very limited; after stating that he 
had found the debts of the London Company not to be so con- 


<4 ie 


siderable as had been reported, he intimated, that the ship Nor- 
ris would be dispatched, with a full cargo, to Europe ; that the 


eee ee 


Montague had been let on freight to Persia, and that the Rook 
Galley had been dispatched for China, and was to return to 
Mocha. . 

Precarious As a preliminary to the proceedings of the Agents sent by 


state of the 


Mogul Power the English Company, to fix Settlements and establish trade on 
in the Carna- 


scat this pe- the Coast or CoroMANDEL, it may be proper to refer to the ac- 
count which those persons gave, on their arrival, of the political 
circumstances of the countries with which they were to form 
a connexion. It. may be recollected, that the servants. of the 
English Company had been instructed to subvert the privi- 
leges and trade which the London Company had purchased, 


from the successive rulers in the Decan, and in the Carnatic, 


during the existence. of the kingdoms of Visiapore and Gol- 


à Mn j 
-condah, © r : 


 (1)— Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council to the Court of Directors of the 
English Company, and Correspondence between Sir Nicholas Waite and the President and - 


_ Council of the London Company at Surat, gth, 12th, 22d and 26th January, 20th February, 
“11th and 17th March 1699-1700, and gth April 1700. Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite 
“and Council to the President and Council at Masulipatam, and to Sir William Norris, the 
- Ambassador, 4th and 12th December 1699, 13th, 23d and 25th February 1699-1700, and 4th 
_ April 1700.- —— Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the President and Council 
in Bengal, 4th Aprl 1700,— Letter from Sir Nicholas Waite to the Gr eat Mogul, 
Epeen ber] 1699. — Letter from Sir Nicholas Waite to the Governor of Surat, February 
- 1699-1700.— Sir Nicholas Waite’s Protest against Commodore Littleton, and orders to 
Captain Allison, 12th and 15th March 1699-1700. . 
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condah, and during the long reign, and active military career CHAP. IN. 

of Aurungzebe, in his wars to conquer the Decan. OBIT: 
At the time when Consul Pitt arrived; and soon after- 

wards, Sir William Norris, the Nabob with whom the Lendon 

Company had been transacting, had been displaced, and ‘* Med- 

« dea Khan Beague” appointed to that station ; but such was 

the declining state of the Mogul power, at this juncture, that 

the general impression was, that this Nabob, instead of being 

established in power by a Phirmaund from the Mogul, was 

only vested with a Perwannah from the Prime Minister, at 

the recommendation of the Mogul’s eldest son; and, therefore, 

it became doubtful, whether he really was vested with authority 

sufficient to protect the London, or to admit the English Com- 

pany to privileges of trade :—these circumstances in the govern- 

ment of the country, if they made the tenures of the London 

Company precarious, rendered the applications of the English 

Company as doubtful, as the grants which they might obtain, 

either through a Consul or Ambassador, might be temporary 

-and inefficient. 

With the knowledge of these circumstances, drawn from Consul Pitt’s 


intemperate 
the correspondence of the Agents of the English Company, Proceedings 


at Masulipas 
we are prepared to examine the intemperate proceedings of tam. 
Consul Pitt (who was also to be President of such Settlements 
as might be established) and to contrast them with the con- 
duct of President Pitt, his relation, who was at the head of the 
London Company’s government at Fort St. George, that we may 


# discover, 
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CHAP 11. discover, from the measures of the one, and of the other, the 
16991700. danger to which their opposition exposed the permanence, or 

safety, of the English trade in that part of India. 
In the month of August 1699, Consul Pitt arrived at 
Masulipatam, and, as his own duty, as well as the object of the 
Ambassador, prescribed, “made applications to the Mogul for 
protection. As any establishment which the English Company 
might make, required the employment of persons conversant in 
the language of the country, he. engaged a Signor Manuchy to 
act as linguist to the Embassy ; :—this person had been long 
resident in the country, and had been subservient to the projects 
of Consul Pitt, at the time when he acted as an Interloper or 

Private Trader, only. 

—solicits a When Consul Pitt arrived at Masulipatam, he notified his 
fonds tl character to the Factors of the London Company, and required 
"E ae them to attend him, that they might be informed of the 
ae powers with which he was vested, by hearing his commission 
read, and, at the same time, addressed a letter to the Nabob 


of Golcondah (for such is the title which he gave to the superior 


paths) “Dede 


of Masulipatam) intimating à also, his ar rival, and his character 
of Consul of the English nation, with a request for a Perwan- 
DAD. to he free from customs on trade, till such time as the 
Ambassador should obtain a Phirmaund from the Mogul : :—the 

object « of these proceedings Consul Pitt explained, to the English 


Company's Consiil in Bengal, to be, the commencement of 
inmin f OTO 

= measures for purchasing an investment, the Perwannah being 
a ana HEV 
necessary 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


necessary to induce the country merchants to open busmess with 
him. 

_ While these events were occurring, Consul Pitt was not 
satisfied with his reception at Masulipatam, but was disposed 
rather to accept of an offer of a station, at which he might 
establish a factory, at MaparorLam. -His next step was 
to notify his arrival, and the nature of his commission, to 
President Pitt, and the Council, at Fort St. George, the cir- 
cumstances attending which have been described in the 
foreign transactions of the London Company. In this situa- 
tion, the Consul explained to the Court of Directors, that 
it would be difficult, on account of the state of the country, 
exhausted by wars and by famine, to purchase an inyestment, 
but that his intention was, as he had obtained a copy of the 
old Phirmaund, from the King of Golcondah, to the London 
Company, (the only one which had been given, in the name of 
English nation) to persuade the Native officers, if possible} to 
allow him the same privileges, under it, which had been conferred 
on the London Company. Founding on this grant, he intended 
to settle a Factory at ArmaGon, at which he had got a Cowl 
for trade; but explained, that this project was impeded by the 
London Company’s Agent, who had impressed the Native offi- 
cers with an opinion, that the English Company were not entitled 
to any of the privileges which had been confirmed by the Mogul, 
to the London Company. 

Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, arrived at Porto 


Novo on the 19th of September, and sent Mr. Harlewyn, one 
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President of 
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to his autho- 
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sul. 


Arrival of Sir 
William 
Norris, and 


of 
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Norris di- 
rects Sir 
Nicholas 
Waite to for- 
ward the pre- 
sent of ord- 
nance to the 


Mogul. 
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of his secretaries, to notify his character to the Native Go. 
yernor, and to desire information respecting the, residence of 
the Mogul, to whose Court he was about to proceed, and re- 
ceived for answer, that the Mogul was at Visiapore :—on this 
occasion, Consul Pitt addressed a letter to Mr. Lovell, the London 
Company’s Agent at Masulipatam, notifying the arrival of the 
Ambassador, and requiring that himself, and the London Com- 
pany’s other servants, should attend the ceremony of his landing. 
The conduct of Mr. Lovell, and of President Pitt, on this oc- 
casion, was marked, for they disavowed the authority of the 
Consul, or the Ambassador, over the London Company’s privi- 
leges and interests. . 

This opposition, between the London and the English 
Companies, accounts for the intelligence sent to Surat, by Mr. 
Norris, secretary to the Ambassador, respecting his arrival and 
landing at Masulipatam, on the 25th September 1699, and his 
request that persons, instructed in the Moorish and Persian 
languages, might be sent to assist him in his negotiations, and 
that Sir Nicholas Waite might transmit to him copies of all 
Phirmaunds, or privileges, which had been granted to the 
English, with such observations as he had been able to make 
on the subject ; pressing dispatch, as he had been empowered, 
at the expence of £20,000, to solicit and to procure from the 
Mogul, an exemption from all duties within his dominions. The 
Ambassador also desired to know, what farther charges he might 
incur, in procuring this great object of his mission, and that Sir 
Nicholas Waite would forward to the Mogul’s camp, the train of 


Rts artillery, 


i4 
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artillery, which had been sent, as a present, by the English it 
Company. Sir Nicholas Waite was, also, ordered to intimate to 1699-1700. 
the President and Council of the London Company at Surat, 

the arrival of the Ambassador, and that he was to proceed to 

the Mogul’s court, to fulfil the object of his mission. 

The account which Sir William Norris gave of his own Bepa, Way 
progress, brings into view the state of the English Company’s elit aay 
affairs, at the close of this season:—he reported, that after on ihe gie 
touching at Porto Novo, being in want of water, he put into Ei ooops 
Madras Roads, where he was respectfully saluted by the Fort, 
but was afraid to land, lest the captains of the fleet which con- 
ducted him, might be influenced against the English Company’s 
interests, by the President and Council of Fort St. George ;— 
that he was in great want of proper interpreters, and that the 
Native officers had made considerable difficulties in acknow- 
ledging his rank, as an Ambassador ;—that, from not being fur- 
nished with proper equipage, it would be the middle of April, 
before he could attempt to proceed on his journey ;—that, m 
this interval, he had solicited the Nabob for a Perwannah, 
granting freedom of trade, till a Phirmaund from the ‘Mogul 
could be obtained, giving, as the reason for his application 
for both, that the London Company, would soon be dis- 


solved ;—that, though the Nabob had apparently agreed to 


grant the Perwannah, his Duan had demanded fifty thousand 


rupees, as the amount of duties on customs, owing by the English 
Company, since their Factories had been established ;—that a 
farther demand had been made, founded on a complaint 


VoL UI.. 2 Vi made: 


` 
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‘CHAP. III. made by the Lascars in the fleet, that the wages due to them 
1699-1700. had been withheld; and that his interpreter had- been de- 
tained, till this demand was complied with. These insults 
‘Sir William Norris resented, as contrary to European ideas of 
the character of an Ambassador, without reflecting, that such 
ideas were unintelligible to a Native Chief:—on these grounds, 
however, he demanded the release of his interpreter, as his 
detention was a breach of the law of nations, a law which the 
Nabob did not understand, as he considered the interpreter to 


be a Vakeel only, a character which was not held in high 


Aet me 


estimation in Eastern courts :—the demand, however, was com- 
plied with; but, it was only from an apprehension that the 
English were preparing to make an attack on the Nabob’s small 
camp, of about a thousand men, near Masulipatam, from which L 
he speedily retreated. Though the interpreter was released, the 
Perwannah, for freedom of trade, was not granted; and the 
account of the Embassy closes, this season, with informa- 


tion, that the Ambassador was preparing to set out on his 


nET pori 


mission. 
The explanations given by Consul Pitt to the Court, of the 
state of affairs under his more immediate direction, at this 


juncture, consisted of his opinion, that the charges of the Em- 


bassy would be greater than had been estimated ;—that the 
proceedings of the President of the London Company had been 
insidious, and in contempt of the King’s authority, having 
represented the Ambassador as paid by merchants only, and not 
= sent by the King ;—that the investments proceeded with much 
rms: difficulty, 
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difficulty, the Native merchants having, by bribes, been engaged CHAR 
in the interest of the London Company, who, satisfied that they 1699-1700. 
could not be called to account, before the expiration of their 
term, had acted in the most illegal manner ;—that their Presi- 
dent had issued a protest, prohibiting all under his jurisdiction 
to pay obedience to the order of the Ambassador, and that Sir 
Wiliam Norris, indignant at this conduct, would not receive 
the protest, but, desired Mr. Lovell, whom President Pitt had 
sent with it, to deliver it to his servant ;—A copy of it, how- 
ever, had been sent home, that the Court might lay it before 
the Secretary of State. 

Under such circumstances, Consul Pitt stated, that he 
had adopted every practicable measure for obtaining stations 
of trade ;—that he had solicited a grant of Deverampaut and 
Madapollam, to be held in the same manner as the London 
Company held Fort St. George and Fort St. David; and though 
he had obtained permission to trade for two hundred and fifty 
pagodas per annum, the removal of the Nabob had rendered it 
ineffectual; but, that he had purchased a piece of ground at 
Madapollam, for a thousand pagodas, on which it was his in- 


tention to erect a Factory. (1) 
NL D 


(1)—Letters from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to the Court of Directors of 
the English Company, and correspondence between Consul Pitt and the President and Agents 
of the London Company, 26th and 28th July, 2d, 7th, Sth and 26th August, 13th, 19th, 
21st and 24th September, 9th November, 13th December 1699, and 14th March 1699-1700. 
— Letter from Consul Pitt to the Nabob Ullah Khan, gth August 1699. Letters 
from Consul Pitt to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 6th September, 21st and 23d 
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the London 
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At the time when Sir Edward Littleton, the President and 
Consul of the English Company, for BENGAL, reached Ballasore, 
(28th July 1699) the embargo on trade, which the Mogul had 
ordered, in revenge for the losses sustained by the pirates, though 
suspended, had not been removed :—this circumstance accounts 
for the moderation of his conduct, compared with that of Sir 
Nicholas Waite at Surat, or Consul Pitt at Masulipatam ;—he, 
however, notified to Mr. Beard, the London Company’s Agent at 
Calcutta, the character with which he was vested, of President 
for the English Company, and Consul for the English nation, 
and requested his friendly offices, to furnish him with pilots :— 
Had this moderation not been accompanied with a kind of inter- 
dict on Mr. Beard’s and the London Company’s authority, it is not 
improbable that the opposition to Sir Edward Littleton’s trading 
would have been less firm, and that his investment for one ship 
might have been procured; but, when he ordered Mr. Beard to 
suspend all applications to the Durbar, and not to interfere with 
those which the Consul was to commence, Mr. Beard, with great 
propriety stood on the defensive, and asserted with spirit, the 
rights of his masters, the London Company :—this firmness was 


shewn, by taking no notice of Sir Edward Littleton’s flag, as he 


passed 
October 1699, 16th January 1699-1700.—— Letters from Consul Pitt to Sir Edward Little- 
ton and Covncil at Bengal, 10th, 18th and 27th August, and 13th October 1699. Letters 


from Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, to the Court of the English Company, Ist 
January, and 12th March 1699-1700. Letter from Mr. Norris, Secretary to the Embassy, 
to Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat, 21st October 1699.——~ Letter from Lucas, the Interloper, 
at Ahmedabad, to Consul Pitt, 2d November 1699. 
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passed Calcutta, and by rejecting his authority, as Consul, over CH4¥P. IL 


the London Company’s Factory and servants :—the other Con- 1699-1100. 


suls ‘had complained to the Directors in England, but Sir 
Edward Littleton, indignant at this reception, addressed a 
complaint to the Duke of Shrewsbury, then Secretary of 
State, that Mr. Beard had offered indignities to the King’s flag, 
and disavowed his authority as Consul. 

Some months elapsed, before Sir Edward Littleton could, 
(on the 20th January 1699-1700) obtain permission to trade ; 
and, therefore, he explained to his superiors, that the investment 
had been purchased with difficulty, and that it would be very 
late in the season, before the ship could be dispatched. After 
various applications by the Consul, and refusals by Mr. Beard, 
a prohibition was fixed on the gates of Calcutta, by order 
of Mr. Beard and his Council, enjoining all the English, under 
their protection, to refuse obedience to any orders of President 
Littleton. 

Under such circumstances, Sir Edward Littleton’s situation 
was embarrassing in the extreme :—two of his Council had died, 
as well as a number of the young men in the civil service, the 
mortality also extended to the small military force which had 


been embarked, under a captain, lieutenant, and ensign, intended 
to form his guard. © 


(1) —Letter from Sir Edward Littleton to Agent Beard and Council at Calcutta, 28th 


and 29th July 1699.—— Letter from Sir Edward Littleton to the Duke of Shrewsbury, 
Ast January 1699-1700. 


Letter from Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly to 
the President and Council at Masulipatam, 13th February 1699-1700. Letter from Sir 
Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly to the Court of Directors, 16th March 1699-1700. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


350 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


à 


LONDON COMPANY. 


CHAP. III. Tux form which Annals must assume, of exhibiting only 


1700-1. the series of events, though it interrupts their immediate con- 


The instruc- 
tions of the 
Pea See produce, and, in the subject we are reviewing, exhibits the 
ERTA aspects of East-India affairs, influenced by mercantile and 
ae political rivalship. 

eT -= That we may connect the questions respecting the rights 


nexion, has the advantage of bringing forward the effects they 


of the two Companies, as alternately favored by the Legislature, 
with the instructions given to their servants abroad, for their con- 
duct towards the Country Powers, and towards each other, we 
shall observe the same arrangement, as in the preceding season. 
At the close of the year 1699-1700, an Act of Parliament 
passed, which continued the London Company a Corporation, 
of which the opinion of the Court of the London Company, 
conveyed to the Presidency of Fort St. George, was, that it would 
obviate any impression which might have been made on the 
Native Powers, by the Ambassador and Consuls of the English 
Company, and would shew, that the London Company was not to 
expire at the specified term, but, on the contrary, that they were 
to continue in full right to such Settlements, as they had either 


obtained 


t 4 - 


k 
À 
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obtained from the Crown of England, and such Factories and ỌĦAP. ur, 


privileges as they had purchased from the Mogul, or from any 1700-1. 


of the Native Princes:—this opinion is more fully explained to the 
General at Bombay, and President at Surat, at the opening of 
this season 1700-1. l 

The substance of this explanation was, that, by the Act, their 
rights to Bombay, St. Helena, &c., were confirmed to the Lon- 
don Company for ever, as derived from the Crown of England, 
and that the expectations which the English Company had 
entertained, of getting possession of those Islands, in 1701, 
as well as of the stations and privileges at Surat, and other 
ports in India, were now completely at an end ;—the advantage, 
thus, of possession, they trusted, would obviate any impressions, 
which the pretensions or malignity of their rival might have 
made, and the fact of their remaining in possession would 
bring over the opinion of the Mogul, and of the other Indian 
Powers, to their interests, whatever reports Sir William Norris, 
and Sir. Nicholas Waite, might have promulgated in their 
negotiations at Court, or mingled with their insinuations to the 
Governor of Surat :—it was added, that the Consular authority 
which the Presidents of the English Company pretended to 
exercise, and the controling power the Ambassador had assumed 
over all the English in India, were not founded on the Act 
establishing the English Company, which gave only authority 
over their own people; nor could any rights which they might 
acquire, from the Mogul, or other Native Powers, confer 


on them any authority over the General, and the Presidents 


of 
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CHAP. III. of the London Company; all their pretensions, therefore, in 
1700-1. future, were to be rejected as illegal. 
Plan of send- Aware, however, that there might be some difficulty in 


ing Dr. Dave- 

nant to India removing unfavourable impressions, the Court had engaged Dr. 
unnecessary 2 

from the Davenant, who was to proceed to India this season, to counter- 
powers given 4 


one John act the negotiation of Sir William Norris, and to settle a Court 
of Admiralty in India, before which the pirates were to be tried, 
and brought to justice:—the powers with which this distin- 
guished person was to be vested were limited to these two 
objects, only; it being expressly declared, that he was not to 
interfere in the commercial transactions of the Presidents and 
Councils, and not to infringe on the authority of Sir, John 
Gayer, as General, with whom the control over all the Com- 
pany’s affairs in India was to remain. 

As the season advanced, and when intelligence from the 
foreign Presidencies was received, explaining the manner in 
which each of them had acted, in resisting the pretensions of the 
Ambassador and Consuls of the English Company, the Court be- 
came satisfied (after expressing their approbation in the strongest 
terms) that the project of sending Dr. Davenant to India, 
had become unnecessary :—it was, therefore, recommended to 
their General and Presidents, to follow up the same spirited 
measures; and, as they were now vested with the authority 
of Parliament, they trusted they would be enabled to coun- 
teract all the projects of the Ambassador, or Goes: of the 
English Company. 


Having 
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Having thus given their opinion of the relative rights of the CHAP it 
London and of the English Companies, the Court informed FEU 
Sir John Gayer and the President at Surat, that commissions tied in Tadia 
were preparing for trying the pirates in India, and, subsequently, given tones 
that a Mr: Daniell had been. dispatched overland t to Bombay, Surat ies 
with an authentic copy of the Act of Parliament, for continuing bale Gaie 
the Company a Corporation, and with a commission, under lend. S 


the Great Seal, empowering their Presidencies abroad to bring 

the pirates to trial, in India. As this intelligence was of the 
utmost importance, it was ordered, that if Mr. Daniel should 
arrive by the 3lst August, he was to receive a remuneration of x 
£700, but, if later than that date, of £300 only ;—and the 
General, farther, was to make it known to the Governor of Surat 

and the other Mogul officers, as well as to the merchants, who 

had suffered - from the depredations of the pirates, that Captain 
Gillam, and nine other pirates, had been tried and executed in. 
England. ; 


An event of considerable importance, affecting the Com- The English 


Company 


pany’s trade at home, had occurred in this season, or an attempt seize the Bios 
perty of indi- 


of the Directors of the English Company, on the authority of vidual in the 
ondon 


the Act of Parliament by which they had been constituted, to Company s 
s Ips ; or 


seize and confiscate whatever property might reach England, which the 
on 


belonging to individuals in the London Company’s ships, Company 
and the following incident furnished them with the means dct against 
of effecting this purpose :—Captain Heath, one of the London 
Company’s Committees, having lost his seat at the April 
election, in revenge, transferred his services to the English 


VOL. III. 2 Z Company, 
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Q 


CHAP. III. Company, and was elected one of their Directors :—Heath, who. 

1700-1. was one of the owners of the ship Neptune, employed in the 
London Company’s service, (the first vessel which had arrived 
since the establishment of the English Company,) persuaded 
Captain Lesley, and the purser, to give information what 
private goods were on board, not under the London Com- 
pany’s mark :—on this information, a parcel of diamonds, and 
some other goods, belonging to individuals, were seized by the 
King’s officers, as an illicit import, contrary to the Charter of 
the English Company :—the London Company resisted a preten- 
sion, which would have completely overset their trade, and 
brought the case before the Court of Exchequer, for trial, by a 
special jury :—the jury, on the 18th June, found a verdict in 
favour of the London Company, and the Court of Exchequer 
decided, ‘‘ that it was no trading within the meaning of the Act 
‘«< for establishing the English Company, for any of the Lon- 
“ don Company’s servants in India, at any time, to bring home 
“c their estates acquired there.” 

The English Company, ina few days, applied for a new trial, 

which, after long pleadings, was refused ; and it was admitted, 
(even by the English Company’s counsel,) that all goods, under 
the London Company’s mark, were.not matters of dispute. 

All pirate The event of this trial induced the Court to dispatch a 

faures to vessel to St. Helena, with private intructions to the Governor, 

Company's to be communicated to the Captains of each ship, as they 

mark on the 


packages. arrived, that they should put the Company’s mark on whatever 


private goods were on board, which would prevent the repetition 


of 


- 
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of the like claims, and, subsequently, sent similar instructions to CHAP.1m., 
this effect, to all their Presidencies:—the consequences of this 1700-1. 
trial were, that all the other Company’s ships, when they 

arrived, were allowed to deliver their cargoes, without any 
interruption by the English Company, and thatthe public opinion 

of the powers of the London Company was raised, as they paid 

a dividend of ten per cent. to the Proprietors, which raised the 

price of their stock to £130 per cent. 

The London Company’s trade was, however, this year, Court's or- 
affected, by the duty of fifteen per cent. which had been imposed rae 
on all manufactured Indian goods imported :—this duty induced the Prohiti- 
the Court to send orders to their foreign Presidencies, to vary ae 
in the investments from Persia, and from Surat, by providing, 
in place of those articles, as much raw-silk and cotton-yarn as 
could be procured. . 

In this situation, Mr. Secretary Vernon, by order of the Transactions 


- . : : between Mr. 
King, notified to the London Company, that, in the preceding secretary 


: 5 6 . Vernon, and 
year,’ after the Bill for continuing them a Corporation had passed thetwoCom- 


both houses, but previously to its receiving the Royal Assent, their panes, ae 
Governor and Committees had readily agreed to the recom- pas 
mendation of the King, of forming an Union with the English 
Company, and desired to know .what measures had been taken 
by them, to this effect. 

In consequence of this notice, a Court of the Generality 
(Proprietors ) was called, on the 23d. December 1700, at which 
it was resolved, ‘‘ that this Company, as they- have always been, 
« so are they still ready to embrace every opportunity, by which 

2 Z2 « they 
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“<< they may manifest their duty to His Majestie, and zeal for the 
« public good, and that they are desirous to contribute their 
« utmost endeavours. for the preservation of the East-India trade 
“ to this kingdom, and are willing to agree with the New Com- 
« pany, upon reasonable terms.” 

This resolution was communicated to the English Company, 
by Mr. Secretary Vernon, with a request, to know the terms 
upon which they were willing to unite with the London Com- 
pany; and, in consequence, a General Court of the English 
Company was held at Skinner’s Hall, on the 2d January 1700-1, 
which came to the following resolutions, as ‘‘ reasonable terms,” 
upon which they were willing to unite with the London Com- 
pany, viz. that both Companies should bring home their effects 
without delay, pay all their debts, and divide the surplus among 
their respective Proprietors ;—that, after a certain day (to be after- 
wards agreed on) both Companies should cease from exporting 
goods, separately ;—that the £315,000 subscribed by Mr. John 
Dubois, should be added to the stock of the English Company ; 
—that, to enable the London Company to have their propor- 
tionate share in the trade, they should be allowed to purchase 
2£344,000 of the stock of the English Company (in addition to 


the £315,000 above mentioned) so as to entitle the London. 


Company to one-third part of the whole Joint Stock and trade; 
—and that the valuation of the Dead Stock of the London Com- 


pany, and of the Settlements of the English Company, with the 


expences of the Embassy. to the Great Mogul, should be adjusted 
by arbitration. . 


In 
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In this situation, Mr. Secretary Vernon desired a conference pay 
with the Governor and Committees of the London Company, 1700-1. 
and informed them, ‘‘ that His Majesty was glad to find that the 
« London Company were disposed to unite with the English 
“ Company, on reasonable terms, and that he would willingly ` 
<“ know, from themselves, what those terms are.” 

A General Court was accordingly summoned, on the 27th 


January 1700-1, at which it was resolved, “ that what terms 
yY 


“ may be judged reasonable, they doe humbly conceive must 


« arise from a treaty, and that they have appointed seaven per- 


<“ sons of this Company, to treat with the like number of the 


<¢ English Company, in order to an Union.” © 


Having thus stated the circumstances in which the London Company's 
2 Captains aus 
Company’s rights, at home, were placed, we have next to advert thorised by 
3 y “ ag King’s com- 
to the instructions, founded on them, under which the comman- missions to 
A er $ P: seize pirates, 
ders of their ships, and their foreign Presideńcies, were to act. and bring 
them to trial 
The commanders, in consequence of a petition from the in India. 


Company, to- His Majesty, received King’s commissions to stop 
and seize all pirates. and their vessels, and to send them to the 
respective Presidencies, to be brought to trial and condemnation. 
in the Courts of Admiralty, the establishment of which has: 
already been noticed. . 

‘The General at Bombay was ordered to provide shipping: Convoys to 


x i Judda to be 
to repel, by force, the aggressions of the Portuguese; and, as refused, un- 


less the Com- 
far 


(1)—Minutes of the General Courts of the London Company, 23d December 1700, 
and 27th January 1700-1, and of the General Court of the English Company, 2d January 
7700-1. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, part ii., No. 46, 48, 50.) 
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S— 
1700-1. 


pany are re- 


leased from 


the security- 


bonds, 


Commercial 
instructions 
to Sir John 
Gayer and 
President 
Colt. 
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far as related to Surat, both the General and the President 
were to endeavour, by every possible expedient, to divest them- 
selves of any obligations from the Bond of Security, which had 
been extorted from them by the Governor of Surat, and to 
refuse sending any farther convoys, with the Mogul ships, to 
Judda and Mocha, unless security should previously be granted, 
for payment of the freight :—should this proceeding render the 
Company’s trade at Surat impracticable, discretionary powers 
were given, to remove the Factory from Surat to “ Gounan,” 
in the Mahratta country. . 

The commercial instructions proceeded on the Court’s 
intentions to employ shipping and stock, this season, at least to 
as large an amount as in the preceding one, explaining, that the 
Europe goods would be invoiced at prime cost, to facilitate the 
sale of them; and, with regard to the imports, the order was 
repeated, to obtain as much Persian raw-silk, and red Caramania 
wool, as could be purchased, though the Court were aware, that 


it would be impracticable to engross this last article, as the 


Persians used such large quantities of it, in the manufacture of 


carpets. The Court, at this time, requested Sir John Gayer, if 
his health permitted, not to return to England, because, from 
his abilities and firmness, they expected he would be able to 
resist the intemperate proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite, which 
had been condemned, even by his own employers; and that 
he would also check the fraudulent schemes of the Native 
brokers, and give a more distinct form to the accounts of the 
Presidency of Surat :—for these purposes, he was- vested with 


discretionary 


- 
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discretionary powers to resettle all the inland Factories, if, CHAP. mi. 
from observation of the political situation of the country, he 1700-1. 
should deem it probable, that the investments, by this expedient, 

could be increased, and the Company obtain a greater and 

more valuable share of Indian produce for the Europe mar- 

ket. 


The favourable aspect of the Company’s rights and trade in The King of 


p Persia to be 
Persa, the account of which had reached the Court, at solicited to 
| 3 5 r . encourage 
the close of the preceding year, induced them, early in this the export of 
raw-silk, 


season, to improve on the favours granted by the King of. 
Persia, by sending him a valuable present, as a mark of their 
gratitude ;—the present consisted of optical glasses of all des- 
criptions, exclusively, for this sovereign, and a collection of rich 
sword blades, for his selection, and for presents to his principal 
officers :—though satisfied with the privileges which had been 
obtained, a regret was expressed, that the right of exporting 
raw-silk had not been petitioned for, after the King visited the 
Factory ; Mr. Oliver, therefore, who was now appointed Chief 
in Persia, and Mr. Bruce, second, were ordered to present a 
petition for this privilege, which had become of more impor- 
tance, from the prohibition to import Indian wrought goods, and 

the. 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the General and Council at Bombay, 25th April, 3d 
8th and 10th May, and 21st August 1700. Letter (private) from the Court to Sir John 
Gayer, Sth May 1700. 
25th April and 21st August 1700. 
Petition from the Company to His Majesty, praying that 


Commissions might be granted to the Captains of their ships, to capture piratical vessels in 


Letters from the Court tothe President and Council at Surat, 


Letter from the Court to the Governor of St. 


Helena, 28th June 1700. 


the East-Indies, 1700. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Partii, No. 52.) 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


* 
340: ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP.III. the necessity of having a large supply of raw-silk to accom- 
1700-1. modate the manufactures in England. 
ae This general instruction comprehended the whole of the 
Court’s views for this season, with the addition, only, that the 
Agents should recover, if possible, the year’s customs in dispute, 
' and act with the same firmness as had been shewn by the 
Company’s Presidents in India, towards the ships or servants of 
the English Company, should they attempt the introduction of 
their trade in Persia.“ 
Court's in- ~The information which the Court had received from Pre- | 
President x sident Pitt and his Council at Forr Sr. Groreex, on the preca- | 


aeee rious tenure of rights under Phirmaunds, or grants, from the 
and their ap- 


Reobation í of Native Powers, while the country was divided , between the 

Hindoo Chiefs and the Mogul, and while the permanency of 
the authority, of the latter,. from his great age was daily | 

becoming move doubtful, induced them to confine their 

orders, for this season, to two points only ;—that of placing 

the Fort and their other possessions, particularly Vizagapatam, 

in a respectable state of defence, to resist any attack which 

“might be made on them, on the war in India becoming general, 

that the Natives might be convinced, the power remained with 

the London, and the pretensions to it, only, with the English 

_ Company; and that of increasing the investment, the shipping 


~ and, stock being proportionably augmented. 


< 


= oe as j Ci 5 SA « After 
(Letters from the Court to the eects and Councils. in Persia, 3d and 4th eT. 

and 21st August 1700. $ 

Qu 


ea 
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After expressing their approbation of President Pitt’s con- 
duct, in resisting the claims of Consul Pitt and Sir William 


Norris, the Court repeated the same information which had 


361 
CHAP. Til, 
1700-1. 

Exemplifica- 


tion, under 
the Great 


been sent to Sir John Gayer, on the relative circumstances of Seal, of the 


Act for con- 


the two Companies in England, and transmitted to him the Act tinuing the 


of Parliament, for continuing the London Company a Corpora- 
tion, exemplified under the Great Seal, to be produced as the best 
answer to the pretensions of the superior and controlling powers 
of the English Company. The Court, though satisfied that this 
document would lower the pretensions of their rival, were aware, 
that it would have little effect on the Natives, who would rather 
be influenced by the appearance of strength in the fortifications, 
and by the London Company remaining in possession of 
them, than by any European titles of honour, which the ser- 
vants of the English Company might assume ;—it was, however, 
distinctly explained to President Pitt, that the Ambassador had 
no public orders from Government, to do any thing to the detri- 
ment of the London Company, whatever private instructions he 
might have received, from the Directors of the English Company; 
the strongest possible evidence of which was, the decision of a 
Court of law, which protected all goods having the London 
Company’s mark on them. | 


Though the amount of the stock consigned, this season, to 


ndon 
Company a 
Corporation, 


sent to Fort 
S 


t. George. 


Equipments 
and stock for 


Fort St. George, was considerable, the Court expected that the Coast and 


funds might be encreased, by augmenting the revenue; it was, 
therefore, recommended, that the beetle and tobacco duties 
should be farmed, and the rate of taxes equalized, which would 


VOL. III. 3 A be 
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CHAP. NI. þe an encouragement to the Joint-stock Native Merchants, by 


Ñ 


New ar- 
rangement 
for the cor- 


1700- l. whom it was expected, goods for the investment: might, both in 


_ price and quality, be brought within the Company’s Settlements ; 
and, to render Madras a more desirable residence for the Natives, 
it was ordered, that vegetables and fruit of every kind should be 
allowed to be sent to market, free of duties, and the labour of the 
poor, on the fortifications, accepted, in lieu of their payment of 

_ taxes ;—farther, to supply the town with fire-wood, trees were 
to be planted on the Bounds, as a future source of this necessary. 
article. it y 

i The ships for the season, were seven, for Coast and Bay, 

with a stock of £450,000. In providing the investment, it was 
recommended, that the goods should be of the first quality, 
equal to those which, in last season, had. been imported on 
private account, which were finer, and twenty per cent. cheaper 
than those which had been received in the Company’s ware- 
houses, a circumstance which required the President and 

Council’s particular attention. i ; 

As the correspondence had, hitherto, been without arrange- 


ment, and, of. course, the communications, from their foreign 


respondence x 3 7 ae - z 
of the foreign Establishments, mixed and indistinct, the following method was, 


Settlements. 3 k 
in future, to be observed, in all the dispatches to. and. from 


. India:—the subjects. in each letter were to be arranged: under 
six heads; lst. “ Shipping and-Goods sent from England ;— 
© 2d.: Investments in India ;—3d. Trade in general ;—áth. 
«© Revenues and Fortifications;—5th, Factors, Writers , Officers, 


Uekioon em pisand: 


A 
Oni 


+ 
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“ and Soldiers ;—and 6th. Matters relating to the New ee 
* Company.” 1700-1. 
It having been observed, from recent transactions, that Mr. Gabriel- 


hie x P - Roberis ap- 
there was a want of unanimity in the Council ‘of Fort St. pointed Su- 


7 x je percargo for : 
George, which required the renewal of the powers with China. and, 


5 s ‘ ; a j on his return, 
which President Pitt had been vested, the Court signified Governor of 


Fort St. Da- 
their intentions of confirming his authority, and directed, vid. 
that when any Member. of Council, should dissent from ‘the 
majority, the reasons of such dissent should be entered on the 
consultations, that the Court might have information of the 
capacities and dispositions of all their servants ;—it was, also, 
ordered, that Mr. Gabriel Roberts, one of the Committees,’ or 
Directors, was to proceed as Supercargo, on the Loyal Cooke; 
for China, and to return from thence to the Coast :—on his 
arrival there, he was to be appointed Governor of Fort St. 
David, with a salary of £100 per annum, and to rank, in 
Council, next to President Pitt. 


There does not appear, this season, any particular instruc- General in- 


structions for 


tions to the Agent at Bencooxen, except that he was to com- Bencoolen. 


municate with President Pitt, to whom this Agency was subor- 
dinate. As accounts had been received, of the unhealthy situa- 
tion of the place, and as the collections of produce had been 
scanty, from the constant quarrels among the Rajahs, or petty 
‘chiefs, the walls of the Fort were ordered to be repaired and 
strengthened, barracks for soldiers, and an hospital built, and 
one hundred Caffrees embarked from Fort St. George, on 

} 3 A 2 smal] 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


364 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. IH. small vessels, intended equally to serve the purposes of trade ang 


1700-1. of defence. ®© 
From the information which had been received of the state 


Equipments 

Bengal, ck fo’ of their Factories and trade in Bruneau, and of the conduct 

Fic Nahar of Mr. Beard towards Sir Edward Littleton, the President of 

Gages He the English Company, the Court, (after expressing their fullest 
approbation of Mr. Beard’s proceedings,) ordered him to 
strengthen the fortifications at Forr Wirxiram as much as 
could be done, without offending the Mogul’s officers :—this 
measure had become more necessary, from the expectation 
of the conyulsions which must ensue on the Mogul’s death; 
and a supply of soldiers had been embarked, to form a 
garrison, for whom proper barracks were immediately to be 
built. 

These general directions were accompanied with a repetition 
of the information given to the other Presidencies, of the 
relative rights of the London and English Companies, in 
England, and of the effect of the Prohibition Act against im- 
porting Indian wrought goods, after Michaelmas 1701, on which 
the Court explained, that ‘‘ such goods were to pay no customs 
«< after that period, but, only two and a half per cent. sub- 
« sidy :?—this would serve as a relief, by enabling the Com- 

: pany; 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 18th. 
and 26th June, 2ist August, 20th November, 6th December 1700, 8th and 15th January. 
and 14th February 1700-1.—— Letter (private) from the Court to President Pitt, 15th 


Janvary 1700-1. 
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pany to keep the goods in warehouses, for’ re-exportation, with- CHAP- 1. 


out material loss. 
The equipments and stock of this season were enumerated, 
and of the £450,000, specified to be sent to Coast and Bay, 


£250,000 was intended for Bengal. To facilitate the provision — 


of investments, authority was given to settle as many inland - 


Factories, as the President might think would enlarge the pur- 
chases, particularly those at Cossimbuzar and Patna. 

For the improvement of the navigation of the Ganges, the 
number of pilots were to be increased, and all ships of four 
hundred tons, and under, were to proceed up the river direct to 
Calcutta, and ships above that burthen were to go no higher 
than Ballasore :—farther, to improve the navigation, a ‘* Bank- 
sal”? was to be built at Kedgeree, and one or two small vessels 
were to be sent from Surat, or Fort St. George, and employed 
in this service, on the Ganges. 

- After repeating the same detail, relatively to the English 
Company, as given to the Presidencies of Surat and Fort St. 
George, the caution, to prevent the Company’s mark being put 
on any of the goods of the English Company, is particularly 
required, as this mistake had occasioned considerable difficulties 
in England :—the same directions are added, for placing the cor- 
respondence under specific heads, as sent to Fort St. George, 
which were to be, in future, observed by the Presidency of Fort 
William. © 


.The 


(1)—Letters from the Court to the President and Council at Fort William, 21st August, 
99th November 1700, and 10th January 1700-1. 
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The opening of a more direct communication with Cur a, 


in the preceding season, was one of the expedients adopted for 


to China en- enlarging the range of the Company’s commerce; but, in the se- 


creased, and 


connected, 
by circuitous 
exchanges, 
with the Pe- 
ninsula of In- 
dia. 


quel, we shall discover, that the English Company, in this season, 
resolved to fit out equipments with large stock, to make a simi- 
lar experiment in the China trade. It, probably, was to coun- 
teract the speculation of the English Company, that the London 
Company -resolved to pre-occupy the China market :—Fort St. 
George had always been the station with which the London 
Company had endeavoured to connect trade with Java, Su- 
matra, the Spice Islands, Tonquin, Japan, and recently with 
China; and being, at this period, more fully established on the 
Coromandel Coast, and in ‘possession of its trade, without the 
ancient rivalship of the Dutch, it was concluded, that a direct 
trade between England and China was more practicable, than 
on any former occasion, and that circuitous exchanges, between 
the Coromandel Coast and that empire, would yield a cer- 
tain profit; the ship, Phoenix, therefore, was taken up for the 
China trade, to remain in the country for two years, and to 
trade between Fort St. George and China, while the Northum- 
berland and the Dashwood were to proceed to China direct, and 
thence return to Europe. 

The instructions to the Supercargoes on these vessels were, 
in substance, the same as in the preceding season, that is, they 
were to proceed direct for Canton ;—to observe the directions 
given for packing the teas, and procuring other China arti- 


cles, and, as the British stapie of woollen-cloth was invoiced 
at 
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at prime cost, to facilitate the sale, the whole reliance for profit 
was placed on the prices which the China produce would 
bring, in the Europe market. As a separate instruction, the 
Supercargoes were to collect all the information they could, 
respecting the measures which the English Company’s yessels, 
destined for that quarter, had pursued, that, by stock and by 
purchases, the London Company might counteract them, and 
obtain a preference in the China market. 

As the season advanced, the ship, Loyal Cooke, was also 
equipped for the China trade, and Mr. Roberts (as has been 
noticed) one of the Committees, or Directors, appointed 
Supercargo, to proceed to Amoy, with powers, exclusively, to 
make proyision of China goods, suited to the Indian and 
Europe markets, and to obtain gold, im exchange, which, 
on his return to Fort St. George, was to be coined into 
pagodas at the mint, and applied to the purchase of invest- 


ments. () 


The enfeebled state of the Mogul’s health, and his great 
age, had encouraged, not only his sons to engage in intrigues 
for the succession, and to keep their forces ready for action, but 
had stimulated the Hindoo Chiefs, who had been overawed by 

the 


(1)—Letters and Instructions from the Court to the Supercargoes proceeding to China. 
30th October 1700, and 12th February 1700-1. 


Letters from the Court to the President 
and.Council of Fort St. George, 20th November, and 6th December 17003. 
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the Emperor, to prepare armies to take the field, and recovery 
their independence. The Emperor’s death was thus anticipated, 
as the signal for a general war in the Peninsula, in which, 
whoever might be the victor, the Phirmaunds of which the 
London Company were possessed, could not be considered as 
any security for privileges, but only as grants, to which an 
appeal might be made, in subsequent applications. The Euro- 
pean nations, particularly the London Company, however, 
continued to solicit those Phirmaunds, rather to impress the 
Mogul Government with an opinion of their obsequiousness, 
than with the hope of deriving permanent advantages from 
them. During this suspension of the energies of the Mogul 
Government, and under the dread of a civil war, the European 
Companies, having Factories, had recourse, on every occasion, 
to expedients and to bribes, at the Mogul’s Court, and submitted 
to have these doubled by the extortions of the Native Governors, 
whose situations being precarious, impelled them to amass that 
wealth, with which they could purchase their continuance in 
office, or conciliate a new Sovereign, and new ministers, for pro- 
tection :—these feelings, both of the Native Governors, and of 
the Company’s Presidencies, rendered negotiation expensive, and 
the evasion of extortions frequently impracticable. 

At no period in the history of Indian affairs, could the 
appearanr . of opposition and animosity, between the subjects of 


the English nation, have been more ill timed or absurd, both 


because the distinction of Companies, proceeding on grants of 
the Crown of England, or on grants derived from an Act of 

the 
2 
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the English Legislature, could not be understood, in a distant CHAP. I1. 


country, or under a government arbitrary in its character, and 1700-1. 


dependent for its permanency, on the issue of civil wars for the 
succession, and because, whoever might be the victor, the 


Hindoo Chiefs would seize every opportunity to throw off their: 


dependence on an Empire founded on conquest, and resting-only. 


on the uncertain result of battles. 

Such was the actual state of India, at the period when 
the servants of the English Company were to negotiate, by-an 
Ambassador and by Consuls, for the acquisition of the privi- 
leges, under which the London Company, for a century, had 
acted, and been enabled to preserve a direct intercourse between 
England and the East-Indies. It may be easily supposed, that 
the servants of the London Company would struggle to preserve 
their privileges and trade, at the risk, sometimes, of their liyes, 
and, frequently, of losing the property and trade of their 
employers. 

It is painful (even at this distant period) to trace the conse- 
quences of the mistaken policy in England, which exposed its sub- 
jects abroad, to such perils, and their commercial relations with 
the East-Indies, to such dangers; and a review of the events, as 
they occurred, will afford strong evidence of the folly of depart- 
ing from practice, and relying on specious theories, in a subject, 
of all others, the least calculated to admit of them, or the 


navigation and trade of a commercial kingdom. 


Sir John Gayer and President Colt, who had the administra- The misre- 
> oa > presentations 
tion of the London Company’s privileges and trade in the West of of Sir Nicho- 


VOL. II. 3 B India, 
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CHAP, UL India, were exposed to great difficulties, from the political state of 
N ~ . 
4700-1. India, and from the conduct of the Interlopers and pirates, at the 


las Waite A 5 : ` 3 
producesan opening of the season 1700-1, when, Sir Nicholas Waite arrived 


the Meral 1o at SURAT; and, whatever merit may be assigned to this Agent of 
E Compa the English Company for his zeal, it was chance, not prudence, 
Surat. that prevented his bringing ruin on himself, and on his opponents. 

The first measure of Sir Nicholas Waite have already 
been mentioned, or that, by his own authority, he removed the 
flag of the London Company, and that this rashness was cor- 
rected, by the interference of the Governor of Surat, to conci- 
liate whom he was obliged to give a large present, before he 
could obtain permission to hoist the King’s flag, on the house 
which he hired :—not satisfied with this public mark of his 
Consular authority, he affixed a notice on different places in the 
city, prohibiting all persons from taking passports from the 
London Company :—this second act of indiscretion, the Governor 
checked, by ordering the notices to be torn down. In this stage 
of the proceedings, the men of war arrived, but the com- 
manders of them were at a loss which Company to support, the 
London Company, whose privileges even the Act of Parliament 
had continued, till September 1701, or the English Company, 
which assumed to themselves the control, not of the Interlopers 

only, but of the London Company’s trade and affairs. 

These circumstances account for the inactive conduct of the 
‘King’s officers, who, instead of proceeding to suppress the 
pirates, suspended all operations, till the Agents of the two 
Companies could explain, in what manner they could afford 

protection 
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protection to each. President Colt, with reason, complained to 
the Commander of the Fleet, that the London Company’s estate 
had been exposed to danger, and that the demands of the 
Governor, founded on the Bond of Security which had been 
extorted from him, were excessive, particularly the payment of 
a compensation for a Turkish vessel, belonging to Hossan 
Ammeddon, brother of the Sherif of Judda, taken by the 
pirates in 1698. In this state of affairs, an order came from 
the Mogul, proceeding on information received from the English 
Company’s Agents, that the pirates were, in fact, no other 
than the London Company’s vessels, and, therefore, that their 
servants were not to be permitted to go out of the city:—in 
this distress, President Colt and his Council applied to the Com- 
manders of the King’s ships for protection, and presented 
petitions to the Governor, and to his son, for their freedom :— 
in answer, they were told, that the Mogul’s order was so positive, 
that though provisions might be allowed to be sent to their ships 
at Swally, the trade must remain at a stand, till compensation 
should be made.to the Turkish merchant. 

This state of affairs opened a correspondence between 
President Colt and Sir Nicholas Waite, in which the former 
accused the latter of having, by large presents to the Gover- 
nor, influenced him against the London Company, and in 
which the latter denied that he had accused them of being 
pirates, but declared his intention of not taking their servants 
under his protection, adding, that they must be answerable 
for their debts; a responsibility to which President Colt 

3 B2 = could 
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CHAP. IIL. could have no objection, if, by debts, was to be understood 

al 700-1. their Jawful debts, but not sums which might be demanded of 
them, by way of compensation, to make good the depredations 
of the pirates. 

This explanation brought matters, between President Colt 

andSir Nicholas Waite, to issue; the one, satisfied that he had 
animosity and pretensions to superior authority, to expect ; and 
the other, that compliance with these pretensions, was a sacrifice, 
‘to which the servants of the London Company would not sub- 
-mit :—Mr. Colt, that: he might render the business no longer 
doubtful, by a formal protest, disavowed any authority which 
Sir Nicholas Waite might pretend to have, over the’ concerns of 
the London Company :—a correspondence, on this subject, also 
commenced, in which Mr. Colt adhered to this principle, and 
Sir Nicholas Waite continued to assert his powers, as Consul 
-for the English nation. 

The question respecting the claim of the Turkish merchant 
continued to be urged by the Governor, and to be waved by 
President Colt, who offered a bribe to him, and to his son, 
to soften their rigorous measures, under the order of the Mogul, 
but refused to pay the compensation, because this would be ad- 
mitting that the London Cempany’s ships had, in fact, been the 
pirates :—In this dilemma, the President requested Sir John 
Gayer, as soon as the Company’s shipping’ should arrive at 
Bombay, toappear, himself, off Surat, and by his own authority, 
endeayour to get the dispute adjusted, in which event, the port 


. 


would 
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be opened, and the goods, which had been prepared for ‘the 
investment, put on board. 

Every day produced some new event, to heighten the 
embarrassments of the Presidency. The Governor next demanded, 
that, should the pirate vessel which had robbed the Turkish 
merchant be taken, Mr. Colt should give an obligation that it 
should be brought to Surat :—this Mr. Colt refused, as beyond 
his power, and could only have recourse, in this distress, to the 
expedient of not granting recommendatory letters to the mer- 
chants, such as he had given since the arrival of the English 
Company’s Consul. ys 

In the month of November 1700, Sir John Gayer appeared 
off Surat, and affairs became more urgent, by the Governor 
requiring. Sir Nicholas Waite, to give his security for any 
‘damages which the London Company’s ships might do to the 
merchant vessels belonging to the port; a demand which he 
evaded, by offering to give this security, on condition that the 
London Com pany should be excluded from the trade. Under these 
circumstances, the Governor seized the letters of President Colt to 
Sir John Gayer, and had recourse to the English Company’s 
servants to translate them :—this. insidious task heightened the 
difficulty, both because the accuracy of the translation , was 
questioned by President Colt, and because the Governor was still 
unwilling to proceed to extremities, under the Mogul’s order, lest 
the trade should be lost to Surat. This hesitation still kept the 


servants of the London Company in suspense, for the Governor 


threatened,. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


373 
CHAP. III. 
— V — 
1700-4. 


The Gover- 
nor of Surat 
continues to: 
oppress the 
trade of the 
London 
Company. 


374 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. III. threatened that, unless compensation should immediately be made 

1700-1. to Hossan Ammedon, the Mogul would require eighty lacks of 
rupees, calculated to be the amount of all the losses sustained 
by the pirates, since the year 1685. 

The transactions with the Governor, at last, terminated in 
his promising to write to Court, about the business of the Turkish 
merchant, and to allow the goods to be sent to Swally, provided 
the treasure should be brought on shore, as this would, better 
than any other act, confute the insinuations of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, and prove the confidence which the London Company 
had in the Mogul’s justice. 

Sip Walim. _ Affairs were in this state of confusion, in the month of 
prei and, December 1700, when Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, 
sae arrived at Surat, from Masulipatam, from which port all his 
a ee efforts, as will appear in the sequel, to proceed, by Golcondah, to 
Z the Mogul’s camp, had proved ineffectual. 

The proceedings of Sir William Norris were equally in- 
temperate as those of Sir Nicholas Waite, in whom he placed 
his principal confidence. His first order was to strike the Union 
flag on the London Company’s ship, Tavistock, which the 
captain (from Sir John Gayer being on shore) imprudently 
obeyed :—this incident induced the Native officers to believe that 
Sir William Norris’s rank was superior to that of Sir John 
Gayer, who immediately ordered the flag to be rehoisted. 

The fortunate arrival of the Act of Parliament, which con- 


tinued the London Company a Corporation, was immediately 
notified 
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notified to Sir Nicholas Waite, and again put the claims of the 
respective Companies more on a state of equality. 

It was to retrieve the affairs of the English Company, 
shaken by this event, that Sir William Norris, at the great ex- 
pence of a thousand gold mohurs to the Governor, five hundred 
to his son, and three hundred to two of his principal officers, 
obtainedpermission to make his public entry into Surat :—these 
payments, President Colt concluded, would render it impossible 
for Sir Nicholas Waite to dispatch the English Company’s ships 
with full cargoes :—not satisfied with this profusion, Sir Nicholas 
Waite gave another bribe of three thousand gold mohurs to the 
Governor, if he would stop the London Company’s trade, till the 
ships of the English Company should be dispatched; by these 
means he again threw the London Company’s trade into the 
utmost distress, the Governor pretending that a Turkish ship 
had been. taken by the pirates, with the knowledge of President 
Colt, and it was not till the 30th of December, that this pretext 
was laid aside, and the ships allowed to be laden, and to proceed: 
on their voyage. ; 

Sir Nicholas Waite, .by order of Sir William Norris, in the 
next place, formally notified to Sir John Gayer, that the Ambas- 
sador’s.commission would be publicly read, on the 28th December, 
and required that he, and all the English under his authority, 
should be present:—in answer, Sir John Gayer disavowed all 
dependence on the Ambassador or Consul, even under their own 
Act of Parliament ; but, as an Act had passed continuing the 
London Company a Corporation, he protested, that neither the 

Ambassador, 
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CHAP. III. Ambassador, nor the Consul, had the least: authority over the 


1700-1. servants of the.London Company. 


Sir Jobn As neither the presence of Sir John Gayer at Surat, nor 


Gayer sends ` s 3 x 
an Armenian his, and President Colt’s applications to the Governor, could 


I 

eee : relieve them from the demands for compensation, ‘for damages 
done by the pirates, and as Sir William Norris, instead of 
abating the insinuations against the London Company, had 
brought accusations, not only before the Governor, but had 
forwarded them to the Mogul, the seizure of the Company’s 
property, and the imprisonment of their servants, were again 
apprehended; it was, therefore, on consultation, resolved, to 
send an Armenian Vakeel to Court, to assist the Wakeel which 
President Pitt had dispatched from Madras, in frustrating Sir 
William Norris’s plans, who was now preparing for his journey. 
It was farther determined, that, as far as the Act of Parliament 
in favour of the English Company, could be counteracted by 
the Act, which continued the London Company a Corporation, 
that such part of the London Company’s Act, as was necessary 
for the information of the Mogul and of his ministers, should be 
translated into Persian :—the event, however, soon discovered, 
that, in the view of these people, it was neither an Act of Parlia- 
ment in -favour of the one, nor of the other Company, but the 
amount of the presents, or bribes, which each, or either, could 
pay, that would procure protection, or Phirmaunds. 

The Governor. of! Surat; at this crisis, sent his son to 
know, if President Colt would give three lacks of. rupees to the - 
Mogul, and; at the same time, made a similar demand on Sir 

ccs | Nicholas 
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Nicholas Waite. In the application to President Colt, the CHAP. 1m. 
Governor’s son intimated, that Sir Nicholas Waite had 1700-1. 
given a written promise for four lacks of rupees, -and that 
this document had been sent to Court; but if the President 
would promise to give three lacks, the Governor would write 
to Court, in favor of the London Company, and obtain an 
order to have the English Company excluded from the trade ; 
that is, the Governor was putting up the privileges of trade to 
sale, and would grant them to the highest purchaser :—in one 
respect, however, it was evident, that the Governor had not 
the same opinion of the capacity of the English Company to pay, 
as he had of the London Company, for he offered to sell the 
Mogul’s favor to the latter, for a less sum than he pretended had 
been promised to him by the former ; and this opinion he could 
not but entertain, from having observed that the Consul was 
much pressed for money, and anxiously expecting the arrival of 
shipping for his relief, 
The next measure of Sir William Norris was still more Sir William 


2 x Norris seizes 
intemperate, and discovered, that neither precedence, nor com- two Members 


mercial advantages, were the motives of Sir Nicholas Waite, orthe aon CORE 

Ambassador, but disappointment, and revenge on the London ol at Soa 
Company’s servants, to whom they attributed the opposition and cet and 
difficulties they had experienced. Sir Nicholas Waite, on the 22d pripa: oe 


January 1700-1, applied to the Governor to have the London 
Company’s servants put in irons, for an insult which, he asserted, 
had been offered to the Ambassador :—when this demand was 


VOL. III. 3 C refused, 
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BEER! Ill. yefused, Sir William Norris seized Mr. Wyche and Mr. Gar "nett, 
VY dos 1. two of the Council of the London Company, and Mr. Richard- 


Sir John 
Gayer, Pre- 
sident Colt, 
and the 
Council of 


Surat, seized, 


by order of 
the Mogul. 
dok 1: 


ede we 
; sci 


i sapere i 


son, their Secretary, put them in confinement, and then deli- 
vered them to the Governor, “ with their hands tied,” who 
detained them, till they found security for their appearance 
before him, when called. Against this outrage on English 
subjects, (servants of a Company, whose term, even by the Act 
constituting the English Company, had not expired, and who 
had been continued a Corporation,) Sir John Gayer protested, 
on the 25th January 1700-1, declaring the Consul and Ambas- 
and, 


sador responsible for this injustice, at the same time, 


presented a petition to the Governor of Surat, praying for 


his protection, and that he might be allowed to take a copy 


of any accusations against him by the English Company, that a 
true state of the case might be transmitted to the Mogul :— 
Two days afterwards, on the 27th January 1700-1, Sir William 
Norris set out from Surat, on his journey to the Mogul’s Court, 
and his progress will be traced in the foreign transactions of the 
English Company, this season. 

Not contented with this violence, Sir Nicholas Waite 
seduced one of the Factors of the London Company, to steal and 


deliver to him, copies of all letters which had passed between 


President Colt and Sir John Gareg that ey might be given to 


Sir William Norris. 


>» Whether the unfounded representations of Sir Nicholas 
Waite were more listened to, at the Mogul’s Court, than the me- 


© o=. -morialsof Sir John Gayer and President Colt, it is impossible to 
ee 


determine, 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 
——S 


q ee ee 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 379 


determine, though it is probable, from the report of the Gover- CHAP. nr. 
nor, that he could not draw from either Company the sums requir- 1700-1. 
ed, and considered the London Company as most capable to make 
payments ; for an order arrived from the Mogul, on the 8th 
February 1700-1, to seize on the property and servants of the 
London Company. Under this order, Sir John Gayer, Presi- 

dent Colt, and the Members of Council, were confined, and 

“ barbarously used ;” and what confirms the suspicion, that 

this treatment was referable only to an opinion that they could 

pay better than their opponents, was an offer by the Gover- 

nor, that if two lacks and a half of rupees were paid to 
Hossan Ammedon, and other merchants who had suffered 

from the pirates, they would not only be set at liberty, but 
allowed to proceed with their trade :—with firmness, however, 

the General, President, and Council, refused compliance, and 
remained in confinement, and, at length, owed their partial 
deliverance to a representation made by the Surat merchants, 

tliat they could not send their ships to sea, unless they were 
furnished with recommendatory letters by the President of 

the London Company :—the Governor, to obtain these letters, 

allowed them to return to their Factory, and proceed with. 

their business, but confined the General and President to their 

house, on which he placed a guard. . | 

Affairs were in this situation, when Sir William Norris SirJohn 
was on his journey to Court, and when the Armenian Vakeel, ndi 
sent by the London Company to counteract his negotiations, ie Tandon 
reached Aurungabad, and received intelligence that the Vakeel Pactar from 
3C2 of 
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CHAP. III. of President Pitt had arrived, and had been favorably received, 
1706-1 . Sir John Gayer, however, appears to have been so doubtful of 
-the result of these untoward events, that, in his private letter to 
the Court, 20th March 1700-1, he suggested the plan of with- 
drawing the Factory from Surat, for some time, in which case, 
all those demands which had been made on the London 
Company, for compensation to the Mogul’s subjects, for losses 
by the pirates, would be immediately transferred to the English 
. Company, who would then experience the same oppressions 
| which they had brought on their opponents ;—this measure 
he held to be the more necessary, as a Surat ship had lately 
iz arrived, which had been plundered by a pirate, which satis- 
fied him (notwithstanding the appearance of favor in the 
: Governor) that new demands would arise for reparation of this 
loss. 
aral, In this situation, we have to leave, for this season, the 
e a E London Company’s affairs, in the West of India, and it may 
E S presumed, that the state of their trade could not 
be prosperous. In the beginning of the season, the President 
and Council reported, that they had provided cargoes for four 
ships, which had exhausted their stock, and occasioned a debt 
of 288,000 rupees, and, therefore, requested, that a large stock 
might be sent, by the ships of next season, as the only effectual 
means of counteracting the projects, and depressing the trade of 
_ their adversaries As the season advanced, they represented, 
=? that,- under all their dificulties, they had made provision for a 
_ sufficient investment, but, were not permitted to ship the goods ; 


pA 


2? - —that, 


DEE Bona Oey aa Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 
; ice 2 ': 


DPR Cec 4 a =- O 


- 


: 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


381. 


—that, besides, they had not been allowed a place in the mint CHAP. 1. 


. . . m 
to coin money, but, notwithstanding the clamours of the 1700-1, 


brokers, they anticipated being ultimately successful, in exclud- 
ing their rivals from the trade of Surat ; adding, that they had 
procured a plentiful supply of pepper from the Malabar Coast, 
but had got a very small quantity of Agra goods, the roads 
from that city being infested with robbers, from the relaxed 
state of the government, and the prospect of civil wars® 7 
The Company’s interests in Persia, during this season, 
were supported by a Rogom, which had been obtained for pay- 
ment of the arrears of customs, amounting to nine hundred and 
eighty-one tomands ; but, the Agent had been obliged to comply 
with the custom of giving the Shahbunder a present of fifty 
tomands, as a compensation for his making this payment :—Mr. 
Owen, the Agent, had gone from Gombroon to Ispahan, to 
settle a dispute about rank, and payments, between Agent Bruce 


and 


(1)—Letters (general) from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 20th 
April, 28th December 1700, 7th and 20th March 1700-1. 
John Gayer to the Court, 20th March 1700-1. 
and from the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay, to the Court, 10th May 1700, 25th 
and 27th March 1701. 
cil at Bombay, 14th and 18th November 1700. 
Gayer and the President and Council at Surat, 25th and 27th November, Ist, 2d, 3d, 


Letter (private) from Sir 


Letters from the General and Council, 


Letters from the Presidency of Surat to the General and Coun- 


Correspondence between Sir John 


4th, 5th, 6th, 10th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 20th, 24th, 26th, and 27th Decem- 


ber 1700, 2d, 3d, 4th, 8th, 10th, 13th, 15th, 22d, 23d, and 28th January 1700-1.—— 
Correspondence between Sir John Gayer, the President and Council of Surat, and Sir Ni- 
cholas Waite and his Council, 14th, 16th, 18th, 19th, and 24th October, 9th and 18th- 
November, and 26th December 1700, 3d, 25th and 31st January 1700-1. 
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CHAP.1II. and the Armenians and brokers, that the trade might not suffer 
ss 1700-1. from the claims of the former, and the delays and exactions of 


the latter :—-Agent Owen, on this occasion, suggested, that if, 
in future, it should become necessary for the Company to 
employ force, for the preservation of their privileges and trade 
in Persia, it would be expedient to take possession of the Island 
of “ Barrein” near Bussorah, a station which would not only 
afford a proportion of Persian produce, but, enable the Com- 
pany’s cruisers to overawe the trade. 

The state of the trade, on the whole, was favorable, from 
the Agent having represented to the Government at Bombay, 
the necessity of sending a vessel to Gombroon, to take off a 
large quantity of silk, chintzes, and Caramania wool, and from 
the interference of the only ship belonging to the English 
Company, which had touched at Gombroon, having been more 
regular and proper, than in any other instance which had occur- 
red within the Company’s limits. When the commander of this 
ship, the Montague, was informed by the Agent, that the 
London Company had obtained an Act for continuing them a 
Co rporation,and was warned not to attempt disturbing their 
rights or trade, he behaved with deference towards the Agent, 
and conducted his purchases and sales with mercantile propriety : 
—The Agents, at this time, informed the Court, that looking- 
glasses, and woollen-cloths, were the only articles, in the Com- 
pany’s exports, vendible in the Persian market. “ 

At 


(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court, 
29th October, 19th November 1700, 14th February, and 24th March 1700-1. 
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At Forr Sr. Grorcer, we left President Pitt and his CHAP. mr. 
Council, in the former season, resisting the pretensions of 1700-1. 


Measures of 


Consul Pitt and Sir William Norris, to assume authority over President Pitt 
at Fort St. 
the London Company’s ‘servants on the Coromandel Coast, George, to. 
resist the au- 


as merchants, who came under the common description of thority of the 
EnglishCom- 


«<< English,’ over whom they assumed Consular powers, and a pany 0 Bi 
right to the privileges which they enjoyed :—in this season, Consul. 
the intercourse between the President and his Council, and the 
Consul and Ambassador, continued in the same situation. 

In reviewing the transactions. of the Presidency of Fort St. 
George and its dependencies, we found, from the communications 
between President Pitt and Sir John Gayer, that the former. 
adhered strictly to the same firm resistance to the claims of the 
English Company, but, carried it, perhaps, farther than eitherthe 
General, or the President, of Surathad done. Having received 
information that Sir Nicholas. Waite had threatened to interrupt 

the London Company’s ships and trade, passing from the 
Coromandel to the Malabar Coast, President Pitt avowed his 
resolution to fit out a strong privateer, and make reprisals, on 

the English Company’s. ships, wherever they could be found :— 

but this menace not having been carried into effect, the retaliation 

was happily prevented ; President Pitt, however, expressed his 
fears, that much damage might be done to the country ships, as 

he had received intelligence that six pirates were cruising on the 


Coast of Coromandel. 


The 
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-e eee 


CHAP. IIT. The only alteration in the Company’s establishments under. 


Fe: : 
1700-1. this Presidency, during this season, was, the appointment of a 


New Agent $ 3 : 
and Council new Chief and Council for the Factory at Masulipatam, the 


appointed for A z 4 3 
Masulipatam. former Agent and Council being suspected of having acted with 


ee 


PEE vee 


Dra = 


less spirit and firmness than President Pitt required, and having, 
in his opinion, rather favoured the interest of the English 
Company :—after, therefore, assuring the Court, that neither 
himself, nor his Council, were alarmed at the powers which the 
Ambassador and Consul had arrogated, he added, that though 
only a small part of the investment had been obtained at Viza- 
gapatam (the country in the vicinity of that station having 
been desolated by the contending armies of the Mogul and $ 
Hindoo Princes) he had been able to dispatch all the ships of 3 
the season richly laden for Europe, and had in store four i 


| 
| 
B: 
fci 
i 

i 


hundred bales of Coast goods, ready to fill up the vacant E 
tonnage of such of the Bengal ships, as might touch at Madras, : 


in their passage to Europe. ® 


Déficiencyof In this season there is a deficiency of information, not 4 

information S . E 

respecting Only respecting BencooLEN, of the trade and circumstances of $ 

Bengal and E $. . j k 7 . > 
Bencoolen, Which President Pitt reported that he had received no intelli- 

‘ : f, e A . . >r 

gence, but, what is more extraordinary, neither from the 5 

correspondence between Madras and Bengal, nor from that E 

between Madras and Surat, does any evidence occur, respecting - 

À 

5 - wan a 5 * 

the 

- {1)—Letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 15th z 

Jj 

and 21st October 1700.——[Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to ; 

the General and Council at Bombay, 16th September 1700..—— Letter from the President — F- 

and Council at Fort St. George to Consul Pitt at Masulipatam, oth January 1700-1. 
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the state of the London Company’s Settlements or trade in 
BENGAL. 
ENGLISH COMPANY. 
£ 


f, in the last year, the pretensions of the English Com- 
pany had been lowered, by the Act continuing the London 
Company a Corporation, the improbability of an Union, during: 
this season, still farther depressed them in the public opinion ; 
the instructions, therefore, of the English Company to their 


servants, assumed a more mild character :—the London Com- 


pany had not only been continued a Corporation, but had 


resisted approaches to an Union, and the reports of their own 
servants abroad, that the Presidencies of the London Company 
had not only protested against, but, in fact, disavowed their au- 
thority, even when they knew not that the late Act had passed, 
and much more after receiving intelligence of that event, con- 
vinced the Court of the English Company, that threats and 
violence would rather injure, than improve their circumstances. 
On receiving the first letters of the season from the 


Coromandel Coast, which reported the proceedings of Consul 


Pitt and the Ambassador, on the Coast, and, subsequently, 


those from Surat, informing them of similar proceedings of Sir 
Nicholas Waite against Sir John Gayer, and President Colt, 
the Court expressed their regret, that animosities, which were 
equally destructive to both Companies, bad been carried to such 

VOL, III. 3 D ` extremities, 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 
J 


385, 


CHAP. lit. 
a 
1700-1, 


The English 
Company de- 
pressed, by 
the Act for 
continuing 
the London 
Company a 
Corporation. 


The English 
Company 
recommend 
moderation 
towards the 
servants of 
the London 
Company. 


386 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE“ 


CHAP. III. extremities, and sent a general instruction, that the whole of 


Se 
1700-1. 


Sir Nicholas 
Waite’s in- 
temperate 
conduct dis- 
approved, 


this system must be changed, because, the London Company 
being continued a Corporation, it would be expedient to endea- 
vour ‘‘ to out-trade”’ this rival, as the only means which could 
be effectual, and, for this purpose, ordered that all Englishmen 
should be treated with civility and respect. 

It is probable, that this change of disposition in England 


was confirmed, by the decision of the Court of Exchequer, in 


the case of the ship Neptune, and it is remarkable, in the letters 
of the Court to their servants at Surat, that they avoided any 
but the most general reference to this event ; but, to obviate 
the effect which the accounts of it might have in India, they 
represented that many of the Proprietors of the London Com- 
pany had offered to pay the five per cent. attempted to be 
levied on the London Company, to defray the charges of the 
Embassy :—no evidence, however, is adduced, of their having 
accepted such offers; the probability, therefore, rather is, that 
the whole was invented to soften the impression on their foreign 
servants, which the accounts of this legal decision might haye 
produced :—this conjecture is strengthened, by the general per- 


mission given to any person in India, to send home diamonds in 


their ships, under Consul Waite’s licence, on payment of the 


regulated freight and duty, though the money, with which such 


diamonds had been purchased, had not come out, as an adven- 


ture, in the ships of the English Company. 
On reviewing the conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite, the Court 
were of opinion, that, in his capacity of Consul, he was not 
vested 


aA 


4 
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vested with authority to remove the London Company’s flag, from 
their Factory at Swally, and that this measure could not but 
be resénted, as it had been, by the Mogul Government, the 
authority of the Consul not extending beyond what the Indian 
Governments would allow. He was, therefore, ordered to direct 
his attention to obtain the same privileges from the Gover 
nor of Surat, as those which the London Company enjoyed, 
and to leave the Phirmaund which the Ambassador was 
to solicit, to his negotiations with the Mogul, in which it was 
hoped, he would acquire the sole privilege of granting ships’ 
passes. | i 
On examining the commercial statement of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, the Court blamed the negligence of the Factors, who had 
been previously sent to Surat, for not having obtained a pro- 
portion of the investment for the first ship, before his arrival : and 
then informed him of the following equipments and stock for the 
season :—the Susannah, of three hundred and fifty tons, with a 
stock estimated at 433,580 ; and the Rebow, a ship of rather 
smaller size, with an additional stock, estimated at £ 13,946 ; ex- 
plaining that the reason for the equipments being on so small a 


scale, was the difficulty of obtaining vessels, on account of the war 


expected in Europe, in consequence of the Spanish Succession. 


There does not appear, in the Court’s instructions to Sir 
Nicholas Waite, any orders to extend the English Company’s 
3 D 2 trade 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Nicholas»; 
| Waite and Council at Surat, oth May and 7th Pegiember 1700, . PAS, March 1700-1, os 


and llth April 1701, 
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el trade on the Malabar Coast, but to use his best endeavours to 


a 
1700- 1. improve the trade at Surat. 
A Factory at ‘In this season, the Court: resolved to open a trade between 
ocha pro- , 
jected. England and the Red Sea; for which the ship Discovery was 


taken up, and stock, estimated at £6,367, intrusted- to ‘two 
Supercargoes, who were to proceed to Mocra‘:—iheir ïn- 
structions were, to examine the Coast to the Northwards of 
the Cape of Good Hope, and endeavour to discover, if, on that 
part of Africa, any harbour could be found, which would 
admit of large ships ;—to dispose of part of the cargo on 
this: Coast, in exchange for drugs and elephants’ teeth ;—to 
proceed from it to Carrasin, at the entrance of the Red Sea, 
with similar objects of trade, and thence to their port of desti- 
nation, at which they were to purchase an investment of myrrh, 
aloes, olibanum, balm of Gilead, and coffee, but no assafcetida ; 
and, if possible, to establish a Factory at Mocha, which might 
be exempted from payment of customs.” 

~ The instructions of the English Company to Consul Pitt, on 
the Coast or COROMANDEL, assumed the same moderate tone 
with those for Surat, and referred, in general, to the ineffectual 
attempts which had been made at an Union with the London 
Company :—the substance of these instructions was, that 
Consul Pitt was to endeavour to rival the London Company’s 


_ trade, without arrogating ee to command, or to control 


aoa 
om ne arf venil E Sark their 


- 
ngri TAG t Pr pam 


(1)—Instructions from the Court of Directors to the Supercargoes of the Ship Disco~ 
very, on her voyage to Mocha, 10th October 1700. : 


/ 
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their proceedings, and for this purpose, the equipments and stoek CHAP. NI 
were prepared, on a scale to render the competition between the 1700-1. 
two Companies, in India, commercial only. ‘¥ 

On the subject of an Union, it was stated, that the The instruc- 


tions to Con- 


London Company would only coalesce, on the English Com- sul Pitt re- 
commend ra- 


pany accepting the’ terms which they had. offered, that is, Bee 
cial rivalship, 


that the English Company should consent to come under than assump- 
5 . tion of autho- 


whatever obligations the London Company had incurred :—the tity, on the 
Coromandel 


business, however, had been referred to their Court of Pro- Coast. 


prietors, who decided, that they would not unite their 
stock, on any terms, with that of the London Company, but 
would keep it separate; a condition which the London Company 
rejected. 

Though this state of the negotiation discovered that con- 
siderable animosity existed between the Proprietors of the London 
and English Companies, it does not appear to have influenced the 
orders of the Court of Directors to their servants on the Coast, 
where the opposition between their Consul, and President Pitt, as 
well as between the latter, and the Ambassador, were held to be 
rather subjects of regret, than of approbation :—they recom- 
mended, that if President Pitt would not acknowledge the cha- 
racter of Consul Pitt, the latter should abstain from all quarrels 
-on the subject, because, by courteous behaviour towards him, 
and the Natives, he could, better than by any other means, 
introduce the English Company into a share, and, in all pro- 


pability, to a preference in the markets :—this moderation, 


(as 
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et asin the instructions to Surat,) evidently arose from the 
1700-1. conviction, that the Act continuing the London Company a 


Corporation, and the decision in the case of the ship Nep- 
tune; would confirm them, as a rival in trade to the English 
Company. 

The Court’s instructions to Sir William Norris were, that he 
should endeavour to procure privileges, in general terms, and the 
admission of the Company’s Consuls to the rank of King’s minis- 
ters, as otherwise their authority would not be recognized by the 
English subjects in India ;—that the temporary grant of the chop, 
allowing trade, had very properly been placed upon the old grant 
from the King of Golcondah, in 1675, which, in general, was 
to the English Nation, a basis on which the Court trusted. the 
Phirmaund would be obtained by the Ambassador ;—that, in 
particular, it would be important to get the privilege of a mint 
for coining their gold and silver, at Madapollam, the principal 
seat of their trade, and permission to examine all English 
ships which might be carrying on illicit trade in Mogul ports, 
and to condemn them,—that he ought to establish stations at 
‘“‘ Porto Novo, Canara, and Kistnapatam;”’ but not attempt a 
Factory at St. Thomé, on account of its vicinity. to Fort St. 
George ;—and that Sir Streynsham Master, one of the Directors 
(a person whose transactions in the service of the London Com- 
pany, and his dismission from Bengal, has been noticed in their 
Annals) had-adyised a Factory at ‘‘ Careda,’’ to the northwards 
of Armagon. j OT 

i The 
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The equipments and stock for the season were as fol- 
lows :—the ship Eagle, with a stock estimated. at £40,000; 
the Stretham, with 213,500 in silver and goods; the Bengal 
Merchant, with £14,700 in silver, and £3,800 in goods; and 
the De Grave, with £15,000 in silver, and £4,000 in goods ; 
—or, that the stock for Coast and Bay, for this year, was esti- 
mated at £200,000. shes ya 

The general instructions were, that the homeward-bound 
ships should be dispatched early in the season, that, like «the 
Dutch Indiamen, they might reach the Cape in the month of 
April; but, by no means, to touch at the Mauritius, from the 
probability of a war with France :—that, to promote their dealings 
with the Country Merchants, one ship should always remain in, 
India, to be employed on freight; but, that greater care must, 
in future, be taken, in the purchase of goods at all their Presi- 
dencies, from the facts, that the London Company had sold Surat 
cloths, equal in quality, twenty per cent. cheaper than the 
English Company; and that the Coast goods, at their sales, 
were, in every respect, superior, having brought in the market 
£5, £6, and £7 per piece, while those of the English Com- 
pany sold for forty shillings only, and yet both were liable to the 
same duty of fifteen per cent., ‘“ by which means their opponents 
“ were getting rich, while they, from this cause, were becoming 
‘© poor :”’—that they would rather prefer purchasing for money, 
than making advances to the Native merchants, or artificers, by 
sending Dubashes, or Agents, to the several markets, particularly 
in the Gingee country ;—that, to encourage their servants, they. 

. Were + 
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CHAP. III. were allowed the privilege of trading, from port to port, in 
Gr J. India, and even inland, provided such trade did not include 
articles in the Company’s investment ;—and, farther to extend 
the English trade, the Court allowed a Mr. De Paz to proceed 


markable, as the London Company had not been in the practice 
of permitting any, but their own covenanted servants, imme- 
diately under their control, to attempt a private trade in the 
countries within their limits. © 

Equipments, The orders of the Court of Directors to Sir Edward Lit- 


stock, and 


cameral tleton, their Consul in Bencar, discover the same moderation, 
instructions, 


for Bengal. and change of system, with respect to the London Company; 


-t 


s 
pie <6 


1e ~ 


as had been given to their Consuls at Surat, and on the Coast : 


Er N 


SUP e BEF uarie e z 


—in this season, however, it appears, that the Court were de- 
termined (as expressed in a former article) ‘‘ to out-trade” the 
London Company in Bengal. The equipments were, the Eagle, 
with a stock estimated at £42,390; the Stretham, with 
£71,300; the Bengal Merchant, with 62,350; the De 
Grave, with £62,800; and the Catherine, with 12,000 :— 


this number of ships, and amount of stock, evidently discovered 


a a Steal ar cilia ge 
m 


the intention to be, to bring as large a quantity of Bengal pro- 
duce, of the best kinds, into the English market, as possible, 
and, in particular, to import, for the encouragement of manu- 
factures, raw-silk, to the amount of £100, 000. 

Ew Be ees | | The 


and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 5th April, gth May, 7th September, 28th No- 
vember, 19th December 1700, and 13th February 1700-1. 


to the Coast, as a Free Merchant; an innovation the more re~ . 


a Pn nye a a f 
ar @ —Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to their President 
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The only separate instruction was, that in any grant which CHAP. m, 
they might obtain, they were to avoid the condition of paying three 1700-f. 
thousand rupees, for permission for each vessel to load, and procure 
an exemption from stoppage of their boats on the Ganges by 
the subordinate officers; a practice which had retarded their 
trade, and prevented the sailing of the homeward-bound ships. 

In the preceding season, the Court, from a desire to have Equipments, 

, A stock, and 
a proportion of pepper for their home sales, (Java and Sumatra commercial 
being pre-occupied by the Dutch, and the London Company) fr Bee 
had equipped a vessel, and sent out a President and Council, to 
establish a Factory on the Island of Bornzo :—this speculation, 
though the ship had not returned, appears to have continued in 
this season 1700-1; for new equipments, or the ship Borneo, 
with a stock estimated at £3,000 in dollars, and the Rising Sun, 
with 21,000, were consigned to this Island :—these vessels 
were to take in, at Banjar-Massin, as large a quantity of 
pepper as could be procured, with cardamons, dragon’s blood, 
cassia lignum, and camphire, and thence to proceed to the ports 
of China. @ 

The equipments and stock consigned to. Curna were ;—for Equipments, 


stock, and 


Linero, the Sarah Galley, with a stock estimated at 50,600, commercial 
instructions, 


and the China Merchant, with £21,000; for Amoy, the Nep- for China. 


VOL. III. 3 E tune, 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors to their President and Council at Hughly, 
5th April, Oth May, 7th September, 28th- November, 19th December 1700, and 13th 
February 1700-1. - 

(2)—Letters from the Court of Directors to the President and Council at Banjar-Massin 


in Borneo, 27th June and 29th October 1700, 
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CHAP. II. tune, with 436,485; for Canton, the Seaford, with £31,203, 
1700-1. and the Rising Sun, with £15,673. These considerable equip- 


Principal 
events, affect- 
ing the Eng- 
lish Compa- 
ny’s interests 
in India, du- 
ring this sea- 
son. 


ments, and stock, were intended to bring home as large a 
proportion of China goods as they could purchase, particularly 
ten thousand ounces of musk, that the English might “ out- 
‘“ trade” the London Company’s ships, destined for the same 
stations. For the management of this trade, Chiefs and Consuls 
were appointed to settle at Amoy and at Canon, with similar 
ranks, and under like instructions, with regard to the London 


Company, as sent to the other Settlements. ®© 


The events at the English Company’s foreign stations, 
during the season 1700-1, may be arranged, as follows ;— 
the measures of Sir William Norris, the Ambassador, as af- 
fected by the conduct of Consul Pitt, at Masulipatam, and, 
subsequently, by that of Sir Nicholas Waite, at Surat, with 
the progress of this Ambassador to the Mogul’s Court, to the 
close of this season; and the proceedings of those Presiden- 
cies, endeavouring to obtain permission to trade, and acting 


under 


(1)—Letters and Instructions from the Court of Directors to the President and Council 
and Supercargoes at their different Settlements in China, particularly at Lingpo and Amoy, 


27th June, 29th October, and 4th November 1700. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


ee ee, eS e 


EE 


O ee 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 395 


under the prejudice, that whatever tended to depress the London CHAP. 11, 
Company, would be subservient to the establishment of the 1700-1. 
commercial influence of the English Company. In tracing 
these subjects, it will be necessary to make references from 
the events in the one, to those which affected the other, but 
these references will be made in such a manner, as to keep in 
view the principal objects of both. 
In the preceding season, it appeared that Sir William Measures of 


Sir William 


Norris, the Ambassador, had, in the first instance, arrived Norris and 
Sir Nicholas 


on the Coromandel Coast, and landed at Masulipatam; and Wait, in 
the progress 


though, at that time, the only events which occurred, were of the Em- 
his intimation of his character, in a similar manner as that me 

of Consul Pitt, to the Native Governors, and to the Pre- 

sident and Council of Fort St. George, with their disayowal 

of the authority of either of these persons over them, in this 

season, these topics disappear, for the Ambassador, in his 
preparations for his journey from Masulipatam to the Mogul’s 


camp, experienced opposition from the Native Governors, 


and from Consul Pitt and his broker, whom he aceused of 
being jealous of his authority, if not corrupted by President 
Pitt, and the servants of the London Company ;—Sir Wiliam 
Norris, therefore, determined to proceed by sea to Surat, 
that, on consultation with Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council, 
he might adopt measures for prosecuting his journey, and 
receive information, to enable him to fulfil the objects of his 
mission. The first requisite was to obtain a knowledge of the 


characters of the persons in the Mogul’s camp, to whom he 
3 E 2 should 
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CHAP. III. should apply for assistance in his negotiation ; the second re- 


quisite was, to settle, by consultation, the privileges which it 
would be expedient for him to solicit, in any Phirmaund which 
he might obtain; but, in the whole of his measures, delay 
was the greatest evil he could experience, on account of the 
infirm state of the Mogul’s health, who was described to be. 
able only to give attention to business, for a few hours in each 
day. 

Sir William Norris, soon after his arrival at Masulipatam, 
sent for the information respecting the privileges he was to 
solicit, which Sir Nicholas Waite had been instructed to collect at 
Surat :—in answer, Sir Nicholas Waite reported, that his meeting 
the Ambassador, previously to his setting out for the Mogul’s 
camp, was indispensible, and that it would have been prefer- 
able, if, instead of landing at Masulipatam, he had come direct 
to Surat. Whether this conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite’s arose 
from jealousy of Consul Pitt, or from a desire to appear of 
more consequence, than any of the other Consuls, in the 
opinion of the Directors, is immaterial, but he insisted on the 
propriety of Sir William Norris coming to Surat, and proceeding 
from that place to Court, and offered that six young gentlemen, 
Writers, should attend the Embassy. 

Sir Nicholas Waite, without authority from Sir William 
Norris, -and before he could have received any instructions 
from him, addressed a letter, in his Consular character, to the 
Mogul, requesting, as the London Company were to be dis- 
solved, that a Phirmaund, with the same privileges which had 


been 
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been granted to them, might be conferred on the English Com- CHAP. 1m. 
pany :—convinced, however, that he had acted precipitately, 1700-1. 


and before the terms in the Phirmaund were settled, he ex- 
plained to the Mogul, that an Ambassador from the King of 
England might be expected to arrive, with rich presents for 
his acceptance, but, at the same time, enumerated the privileges 
which were to be solicited for the English Company, and 
prayed they might be granted to him, as public Minister, and 
Consul General for the English Nation, in the event of the 
Ambassador experiencing any accident, or not being able to 
reach the Mogul’s Court; viz. liberty of trade, and to settle 
Factories in any ports in the Mogul’s dominions ;—to have free 
ingress and egress for himself and Council, without search ;—to 
have licence to hire or build a house and warehouses ;—to pay 
only two and a half per cent. customs, in the same manner as 
the English and Dutch formerly did ;—to have goods valued 
at prime cost, and not to pay additional duty, on exportation 
from Swally ;—that indigo from Agra should only pay two rupees 
and five-eighths per bale ;—that the Governors of Provinces 
should be responsible, if the Company’s goods were robbed 
in their passage to Surat ;—that liberty should be given to coin 
silver in the King’s mint ;—that the Governor of Surat might 
have powers to compel the payment of all debts due to the 
Company ;—that wrought plate and provisions should be free of 
customs ;—that the Consuls, .as King’s Ministers, should be 
allowed flags, palankeens, and other emblems of authority, and 
all other English subjects forbid to use them ;—that the Governor 

should 
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CHAP. III. should be obliged to give up such persons as might leave 


{æ 


1700-1. the Factory, or shipping, without the Consul’s licence ;—that 


the Consul might employ any broker he pleased; and that all 
disputes between the Natives, and English subjects, should be 
settled by the Governor and Consul. 
= Having taken these measures, Sir Nicholas Waite informed 
the Ambassador, that the London Company had sent Cojah 
Avennees, an Armenian Vakeel, to Court,. to counteract his 
negotiation ;—that he had forwarded the presents of guns, &c., 
with ten soldiers, six Writers, and two Surgeons, under the 
charge of the Reverend Mr. Hackett, the Chaplain, to Bram- 
pore, to wait his arrival ;—that he must be careful not to 
interpose his good offices for the London Company, who were 
endeavouring to get free of the Security Bond which they had 
granted to make good the damages done by the pirates, lest 
such interposition might involve the English Company in their 
engagements and debts. These officious proceedings of Sir 
Nicholas Waite were accompanied with a request, that the 
Ambassador would draw on Masulipatam, for what money he 
might want, to defray his charges, as the £100,000 of stock, 
sent by the Court, had been expended in purchasing an inyest- 
ment. 
= Having thus described the conduct of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, as it affected the Embassy, we have next, in tracing 
its progress, to look at the measures of Sir William Nerris, 
previously to his embarkation for Surat. After remaining 
at Masulipatam, till the beginning of May 1700, the Am- 
bassador 
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bassador found, that the equipage for his journey to Golcon- CHAU 
dah, and thence to the Mogul’s camp, had not been provided 1700-1. 


by Consul Pitt :—the blame he imputed to the Consul’s chief 
Dubash, Vincatadre, whom he suspected of having been bribed 
by the London Company’s servants, in connexion with the 
Mogul’s officers ; and therefore took the resolution to proceed, 
on one of the Company’s regular ships, to Surat, expressing to 
Sir Nicholas Waite his fears that the service might experience 
prejudice from delays, such as had occurred in Bengal, where 
Sir Edward Littleton had only been able to procure a con- 
ditional licence to trade for six months, the time in which it 
was supposed a Phirmaund would be obtained. 

Sir William Norris’s resolution to proceed to Surat, by sea, 
was retarded by Consul Pitt, who asserted, that it would be 


derogatory to the Ambassador’s character, after having touched - 


at one port in the Mogul dominions, not to go directly to the 
camp, but again to take shipping for another port:—this 
opinion he strengthened by a minute of Council, that the 
Ambassador should remain at Masulipatam, during the rainy 
season, and then commence his journey :—irritated at this 
opinion, Sir William Norris ascribed it, in the first instance, to 
the insidious conduct of the Consul’s chief broker, who was 
still protected and retained in his service, notwithstanding 
frequent remonstrances to dismiss him, and, in the next place, 
to a jealousy of Consul Pitt at his superior rank. The 
Consul, finding the Ambassador determined to proceed to Surat, 
by sea, gave him a memorial of the privileges he ought to solicit 

for 
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CHAP.II. for the English Company, on the Coast ;—in substance, that the 
1700-1. Phirmaund should be founded on that granted to the English 
| Nation, by the King of Golcondah, in the year 1675, at the request 
ba f of Mr. Manwaring, with the following additions ;—a grant of 


n | 


the towns of Deverampaut and Madapollam, with the adjoining 


villages, which they then rented at five hundred pagodas per 
Ha annum ;—a mint for coining rupees and pagodas at Madapollam ; 
ZN. —all Company’s servants, and washers of cloths, to be exempted 


from taxes, and all disputes among them decided by the Consuł 


4 and Council ;—the London Company to deliver up their stamps 
K f and dies for coining ;—the Consul to be acknowledged by the 


Native Governors and officers, as the King of ‘England’s Minis- 


ig 

Ri ter, and obedience to his orders enforced ;—the Phirmaund to 
a be in the name of the English Company, established by the 
z King and Parliament, ‘and no other English Tepa to rent any 


towns, or lands, from the Native Governors. 
The manner, rather then the substance of this memoria! 


of particulars, to be comprehended in the Phirmaund, which 


Sir William Norris was to negotiate, confirmed the suspicions 
which he had entertained, that the broker of Consul Pitt, as 
well as the Native Chiefs, on the Coromandel Coast, were leagued 
against the progress of his Embassy; but these suspicions 
were now shifted from the broker, to Consul Pitt himself, 


whom he represented to the Court, in a formal complaint, to 


have thwarted him in the objects of his Embassy, and either to 


have been corrupted by the the servants of the London Com- 


pany, or to have acted in a manner contrary to his duty, with a 
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view to conceal the private traffic which he had carried on, for CHAP. m 


his own, in opposition to the interests of the Company. 1700-1: 


These suspicions were strengthened, by the reiferated ap- 
plications of Sir Nicholas Waite, who, by daily hirearrahs, 
acquainted the Ambassador, that he was making every prepa- 

_ ration, at Surat, for his reception, and for his journey, which he 
trusted would defeat the combination against him, by Consul” 
Pitt and the Native officers. This intelligence was accompanied 

with complaints of Consul-Pitt, for his intemperate language, 

in his correspondence on the commercial concerns of the 
Company, between the Coast and Surat. y 

Under these impressions, and from the assurances of Sir 
Nicholas Waite, that every preparation was making at Surat, 
to forward the Embassy, Sir William Norris obliged the Consul 
to change the destination of the ship Somers, that it might 
proceed with him to Surat, for which he sailed from Masali- © 
patam, on the 23d August :—on leaving this port, he accused 
Consul Pitt of breach of duty, and wrote to this effect, don Sm 
only to the Court, but to the Secretary of State. E Ei 

After a long and tedious passage, Sir William Norris ar- - 
rived at Swally, the 10th December 1700, and notified his 
character, and the reception which he expected, to the Go- — 
vernor of Surat. At this juncture, (as appeared in the Annals _ 
of the London Company,) Sir John Gayer had come to Surat, _ 
to mitigate the severities of the Governor against President — 
Colt and the Council, that he might extort a compensation — 
from them, for the damages done by the pirates, cand it was at 

VoL. Il. 3 F this 
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CHAP. III. this crisis, that Sir Nicholas Waite intimated the arrival of 
1700-1. the Ambassador :—the Governor, in reply, answered, that un- 


i 


Jess the King of England’s letter, appointing Sir William Norris 
to this rank, should be laid before him, he could not admit 
him as an Ambassador, till he should receive the Mogul’s 
orders, for, if he did, it would be at the risk of losing his 
‘head, particularly as Sir John Gayer (according to the account 
of Sir Nicholas Waite) refused to recognize the Ambassador’s 
authority. 

‘Under these circumstances, Sir Nicholas Waite informed 
the Court, that he had been obliged to make a large present, 
to counteract Sir John Gayer’s projects of inducing the Go- 
vernor to refuse his acknowledgement of the Ambassador, and 
‘to receive him with suitable solemnity, but that his resources 
were, by no means, such as could meet the charges of the 


‘Embassy, which he had, with so much pains, endeavoured 


‘to bring to Surat; for he had been obliged to furnish 


the Ambassador with ten thousand rupees in money, and 
with credit for a lack and a half, which he had bor- 
rowed, as the stock in hand was. exhausted by the invest- 
“ment. This effort he contrasted with the large funds at 
-the command of the London Company’s servants, and - their 
being in possession of Bombay, which necessarily influenced 
the Governor in their favor :—the presents, besides, which had 
been sent by the Court, had been improperly selected, for, 
jnstead of rarities, the articles were common, and of little 
esteem inthe country. iil) oianltace a badir 


ages | Sir 
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Sir William Norris, on ‘this occasion, found himself ex- 
tremely embarrassed, and not chusing to proceed without the 
authority of that Presidency to which he had’ been referred, 
required from Sir Nicholas Waite, and his Council, a written 
order for the sums which he was to offer to the Mogul, and 
to his principal ministers. rb 

Sir Nicholas Waite, for the first time, began to discoyer 
the effects of his inconsiderate zeal, in diverting the Embassy 
from Masulipatam to Surat, and lowered the terms specified in 
his own project of a Phirmaund for the English Nation, by 
advising Sir William Norris not to press, in his solicitations, 
for any new privileges for the English Company, beyond those 
which were enjoyed by the London Company, till such time 
as he could receive information of the privileges required by the 
Company’s Presidents, on the Coast of Coromandel and- Bay 
of Bengal, and to request, when this should: arrive, that 
besides the Phirmaunds, six lacks of rupees should be- annually 
paid to`the English Company, for the expence of convoys for the 
-Judda and Mocha fleets, and, above all, that the Phirmaunds 
ought to be expressed in such terms, as would give to the Consul 
at Surat, authority to inforce the observation of them. If these 
conditions could be obtained, his opinion was, that the Am- 
“passador might give to the Mogul, and his ministers, besides the 
presents, a sum not exceeding two lacks of rupees :—he then 
enumerated: the principal officers of the Mogul, to whom por- 
tions of this sum were to be offered ; seven of whom must be 
bribed high, to conciliate them to the interests of the English 

3F2 y Company. 
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HAP. HI Company. In conducting the negotiation, he cautioned the 


1700-1. 


Ambassador, if he expected to succeed, not to dispute with 
the officers of the Mogul, on the ceremonies, or precedence, 
to which Ambassadors in Europe were habituated, because, 
in the Mogul Empire, such forms could not be admitted. 

Sir William Norris, under these circumstances, set out on 
his journey towards the Mogul’s camp, en the 26th January 
1700-1, with a retinue of sixty Europeans, and three hundred 
Natives:—on the Sth February, he arrived at ‘* Kokely,” sixty-six 
eoss from Surat: at this place he was informed by Sir Nicholas 
Waite, that Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s ser- 
vants, had been seized and imprisoned by the Governor of Surat, 
but, at the same time, that their Vakeel had gone to Court, to 
negotiate for them, with a credit of two lacks of rupees. 

On the 14th February, the Ambassador reached ‘* Bancolee,” 
and dispatched a messenger to Sir Nicholas Waite, desiring 
to know, by whose authority Sir John Gayer and the London 
Company's servants had been seized, as necessary Information 
for him, to direct his applications to the Mogul. 

On his journey, a mutiny took place among the Peons 
attending him, at a time, and in situations, where the ap- 
pearance ef the armies of the Hindoo Chiefs, in the vicinity 
of his small camp, and the Mogul troops, keeping them in check, 
endangered his progress. It is remarkable, that, even in this 
early period, the discipline of the small body, which formed 
Metia sai kept both in awe; nor were those 
F dangers 
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Surat, that a demand teriera gn ws 
for a security against the pirates in the Souther budum Szus, a 
that is, for obligations precisely the same with thone viiri dhe > 
London Company’s servants had been obliged to grant dhe he —— 
could evade, only, by offering his security for any vessie miich ea 
might be taken by the London Company's ships, as che Asm- 
bassador was on his way to Court, to arrange all these pomis 
with the Emperor. px ro) | |? lt eraa 

Sir William Norris, on the 19th February, proceeded om 
his journey as far as “ Gelgawn,” near Aurungabad, from 
which he expressed his fears to Sir Nicholas Waite, that shouid 
Sir John Gayer and the London Company's servants be pe- 
leased from confinement, they would, in revenge for the injuries i 
they had sustained, probably blockade the port of Surat; an ae 
event which would excite the Mogul’s anger, and comeqaentiy i es 
frustrate the objects of the Embassy ;—he therefore recom- : 
mended, that a ship should be constantly stationed of the port, 3» — 
prevent this measure being resorted to, by the London Cangamy- 
On the 21st February, the Ambassador reached © Damensdieree.~ me 
where he received authority from Sër Niches Waite: tœ pay rae 
such sums as might he necessary w @itum We pi ! 
it being advisable to give — em 
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CHAP. II.) | On the 3d March 1700-1, the Ambassador reached “‘ Bram- 
z aes oe . 
1700-1. porė,”at which it became expedient to pay a visit, m form, to the 


Sir Nicholas 
Waite’s re- 

port on the 
political cir- 
cumstances 

of the Eng- 
lish Compa- 


ny, at Surat. 


Vizier “‘ Gazedee Khan :’’—a short time was spent in adjusting 
the ceremonials, the Ambassador requiring to be admitted to a 
conference, preceded. by drums, trumpets, &c., which the 
Vizier refused, as being inconsistent with Eastern usages on 


such occasions. This refusal the Ambassador held to be 


derogatory to his dignity, and left Brampore, without having 


a conference with the Vizier, and reached ‘‘ Parnella” on the 7th 
April 1701, near which the Mogul’s camp was situated. 


As soon as the Ambassador’s arrival was notified, an order 


was issued, granting him permission to encamp. In these 
cireumstances' we must leave, for this season, the progress of 
the Embassy, and return to the measures of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, at Surat, in his transactions with the London Com- 
pany’s servants, as explanatory of the investments which he 
was enabled to dispatch for Europe. . 

Sir Nicholas Waite, (whom the English Company had 


vested with the administration of such rights and privileges of 


trade as might be aequired,) had scarcely appointed his Council, 


when he became sensible that he could not employ the persons’ 


recommended to him, because they had been dismissed from the 
London Company’s service, in England, and were held to have 
‘deserved this degradation, from their conduct in India. On in- 
“quiring into the circumstances of Mr. Annesley and Mr. Bowcher, 
whom theCourt of Directors had recommended for seats in Coun- 
cil, he found, that from their characters, from their connexion 
ben : with 


Em E We eT 
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with the London Company, and from their engagements with the APA: 
Mogul’s officers, they were not men who could be employed in 170021. . 
such a trust; and, therefore, he formed a Council of such of 
the civil servants, as he judged best qualified, and, among: . 
others, appointed Mr. John Lock, the Secretary, to be Fifth in . 
Council. 

It appears, even at this early period, that Sir Nicholas | 
Waite was apprehensive of the effects of an Union, on his own, | 
and on the rank of the other civil servants, and that a preference 
would be given to the superior standing of many of the London 
Company’s servants; an Union would, also, expose the English 
Company to the same oppressions which their opponents had ex- 
perienced, and make them liable to pay compensation for damages 
done by the pirates :—to prevent such a consequence, and to fix 
his own authority, he represented to the Court, that his Consular 
powers had not been sufficiently defined in his commission, and 
therefore requested they might be more ample, and distinctly 
describe the rules of his conduct ; in particular, that an Euro- 
pean Resident should be constantly stationed at the Mogul’s 
Court, with whom, as Consul, he might communicate, in soli- 

citing the observance of such privileges as might be acquired :— 
though> the house which he had hired, as a Factory, was 
commodious, and situated nearer to the Custom-house, than that 
of the London Company, yet he would require a guard of at 
least twelve efficient soldiers, as the ten soldiers, who had come out 
with him, had proceeded up the country, with the Ambassador's 


presents :—his rank, also, had become a subject of observation, 
and 
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CHAP. HI. and required support, because the information, that the London . 
1700-1. Company had been continued a Corporation, had affected both 


Companies, for the Natives began to express their doubts of 
the truth of his report, that the London Company were to be 
dissolved, and even to manifest an opinion of the instability of 
the English Government. 

While Sir Nicholas Waite was under these impressions, 
Sir John Gayer arrived from Bombay, to endeayour to rescue 
President Colt, and his Council, from confinement; and 
had signified to the Governor of Surat, that he would stop all 
country vessels, not haying the London Company’s passes, 
unless their goods should be cleared out, and put on board 
their ships :—the Consul, to obviate the effects of this 
menace, had been obliged to “give bond, that the King of 
England would indemnify the Native Merchants for any losses 
they might sustain from the shipping of the London Company, 
and, therefore, requested that orders might be immediately 
sent out, to prohibit the London Company from carrying 
this menace into execution, and, indeed, that they might be 
placed in sucha situation, as would prevent their again resorting 
to threats :—on these subjects he desired, that his orders- 
might be positive, otherwise the Natives would believe that the 
whole authority, derived from England, was, in fact, vested in 


the London Company. Sir Nicholas Waite next complained of 


the partiality of Commodore Littleton to the London Company, 


as he had not only rejected all his requests, but had not explained 
to the Goyernor, and to his son, the relative rights of the two 


T PR Companies, 


os 
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Se ee 


Companies, at the time President Colt was appealing to the CHAP. Tit | 


fact, that the London Company- kept possession of Bombay, 1700-1. * 


Sees res 


and had been continued a Corporation. This conduct of Com- 
modore Littleton had produced the worst consequences, for the 
Governor had distinctly, stated, that the Dutch were in posses- 


sion of a more commanding force, to protect the Mogul ships in 


a ee OE as 


their voyages to and from Judda and Mocha, and that neither 
the London, nor the English Companies, had one to employ 
on this service. 


Connecting this report swith the state of the trade, Sir —his Report 
; th - 
Nicholas Waite informed the Court of the proportion of funds Breccia cic 
“i ; f > cumstances 
which had been employed for the investment, and of the contin- of the Eng- 
e . x lish Compa- 
gent expences by which they had been affected, and concluded ny at Surat, 
terse ; : and on the 
with requesting, that a large stock might be sent early from alabar T 
oast, 
England, to enable him to render Surat a profitable station to his 


Se D 


employers ;—that the Rook Frigate, which had arrived in March . | 
1700, had been dispatched, with a stock of a lack of rupees, ; | i 
to China, from which she was to return to Mocha, and there to E 
fill up her: cargo for Europe;—that the Harwich man of war i 
had been ordered on a cruise against the pirates, off Acheen ;— 
that the stock received did not exceed £100,000, of - which 
£30,000 was reserved to defray the charges of the Embassy ;— 
that, on the balance, he had given orders for the purchase of 
goods, one-third payable on the contract being signed, another 
third when the goods should be half made, and the remaining 
third when they should be delivered ;—and that, to support the — 
Company’s credit, the presents which he, himself, had received, 
Ca - VOL. III, 3 G ; had 
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CHAP. ri. had been carried to the Company’s account, and applied to: defray 


S 


00-1. the charges of building warehouses ;—that the ship Norris had 


been dispatched to Europe, with an investment amounting to 
346,200 rupees, and the Canterbury, with an investment of 
415,000 rupees; but that the London Company had a great 
advantage over him in the market, from having early received a 
large stock, which had thrown the balance of trade in their fa~ 
vour ;—that he would be compelled to take up money at interest, 


a measure which experience had shewn to have nearly ruined the 


trade of the London Company ; and this necessity could only be 


‘obviated by a Double Stock, particularly as the Prohibition Act 
had obliged him to give orders to stop the looms at Ahmedabad, 

‘and other places, from which articles for the investment had 
been ordered :—these circumstances would prove, that he had not 
been able to reimburse the Presidency of Masulipatam, for the 
expences it had advanced for the Embassy, and, also, that he 
could not establish the projected Factories at Broach, Abme- 
dabad, Scindy, and Agra, or on the Malabar Coast, near 


Cananore, though he would ‘accept of the invitation from the 


Rajah of Carwar, and desired orders and stock for that par- 


‘ticular ‘purpose :—this commercial detail’ is concluded with 


requesting, that regular assortments might be sent, of broad- 
cloths, iron guns, iron, lead, glass-ware, optical-glasses, and 
“sword-blades. = 9 St i 

` These reports are accompanied“ ie accusations of he Tea 
don Company’ s servants, for having ‘used treasonable expres- 


sions against the King, which had obliged Sir William Norris 


es 
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to apply to the Governor to seize Sir John Gayer, and the CHAP. 1m. 
whole Factory of the London Company at Surat, and to detain 1700-1. 


them, in irons, till the Mogul’s;pleasure should be known. At 
any time, such language would have been. unjustifiable, but it 
was particularly so, when it appeared, that the Governor was in 
the interest of the London Company, and had given recom- 
mendations to the Vakeels they had sent, to oppose the Phir- 
maunds which the Ambassador was to solicit :—the Governor, 
however, had refused to imprison Sir John Gayer and Mr. Colt, 
till he should receive the Mogul’s orders, and had subsequently 
released them from confinement in the Factory, on their giving 


security to await this event. 


3 G2 ni ~ The 


{(1)—Correspondence between Sir William Norris and Sir Nicholas Waite, Shinn: 
Masulipatam, and during his journey to the Mogul’s Camp, 12th “April, 16th, 23d, 30th, 
and 31st May, 12th and 22d June, ‘1st July, 5th and 7th August, 19th ‘September, | 4th and 
30th November, 5th, 10th, 13th, 17th, and 21st December 1700, 14th, 20th, and 23d 
January, Ist, Oth, Sth, Oth, 12th, 14th, 17th, 19th, 21st, and 27th February, 3d, Sth, and Loth 
March 1700- 1.— Letter from Sir William Norris to the Court, 19th Acur 1700.- 
Letter from Sir William Norris to’ ‘the Governor of Surat, 26th Decembel 1 1700.— "Corres« 
pondence ‘between Sir William Norris and Consul Pitt, 6th June, 3d and 22d August 1700, 
Copies of Phirmaunds to be requested for Surat anid Coromandel, 14th May and 14th 


August, 1700.— Letters (general) from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat to the 
Court oth, 18th, 25th, and 30th April, 3d May, 16th August, 21st September, 30th Novem- 
ber, 21st and 24th December 1700, 6th, Sth, 13th, 15th, and 19th 1 March 1700-1.— 
Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite to? ‘the Mogul; andi Governor of Surat, 14th May, 7th 
October, 7th December 1700, 15th January, Sth, 13th, and 18th February _ 1700-1.— 
Correspondence between Sir Nicholas Waite „and the andona of Masulipatam, Ist t Jul ys 


i ranh 
` Correspondence between ir 


3d, 7th, and 20th August, Ist and 27th September 1700.- 
Nicholas Waite and the Presidency of Hughly, (3th and 27th Septémber 1700, 27th Junuary 


1700-1, and 25th March 1701. 
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‘CHAP.II. «| Phe transactions ‘of Consul Pitt; on the Coromanpex 
1700- -1. Coast, as far as regarded”the Embassy, having already beén ° 


Consul Pitt's 
report on his “detailed, ‘require only to be referred to, as a branch<of the 


with Sir Wil- ‘English Company’s foreign’ transactions, in this season. His 
account of the Embassy, before Sir William Norris. : quitted 
Masulipatam, “consisted: only of a vindication’ of his own 

conduct, against the suspicions and accusations: of: the Am- 
‘bassador, to prevent any improper impression on the: Court. 

“This vindication stated, that instead of having obstructed 

‘the ‘journey of the Ambassador from -Masulipatam, by Gol- 
“éondah, to the Mogul’s camp, every effort had béen made, 

‘on his part, to facilitate a mission, which involved equally 

; the reputation of the English Nation, and the interests 
ie ‘of the English Company ;—that the best evidence he could: 
ey dacient “adduce, was the expences of the Ambassador, during. his 
~-gesidence on the Coromandel. Coast, which had amounted to 
113,000 rupees ;—that, after the fullest preparations had been 
“made for his journey, under the pretext that two Fouzdars had 
refused to furnish oxen, (which , however, they afterwards gave;) 
‘he had diverted the line of trade, for which the ship Somers was 
‘intended, and employed that vessel to carry himself, and suite, to 
‘Surat, n ‘notwithstanding a notice from the Mogul, that it was 

‘expected he would proceed by land. 

Consul Pitt, therefore, and his Council, ‘protest against 
“the Ambassador’s conduct, and:informed the Court, that his 
“voyage to Surat had been undertaken by the advice of Sir Nicholas 


ae E $ Waite; whose letter ‘to the Mogul had done aremt prejudice ta 
” } the 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


the Company’s affairs on’ the Coast, and that. the charges of the 
Embassy, andthe. present to ‘* Assed Khan,” the Vizier,.(who 
hadi expressed. his displeasure. on the occasion, and. whose 
good offices were essential for the Company’s. interests,).. had 
materially embarrassed the funds;—that not having received 
bills :from. Surat, to reimburse the charges for the Embassy, 
either the Company’s investment must have been.at a stand, 
or money borrowed ;—on the whole, that he . had transmitted 
documents,. to support this vindication of his. conduet, to the 
Court, to «which he referred, for a decision, not only on -the 
subjects in dispute, between the Ambassador and himself, but 
on the measures for the Company’s interests, which he had felt 
it his duty to pursue. : 

On. the subject. of the Company’s trade, Consul: Pitt 
represented, that the blame attributed: to ‘him, because the 


413. 


CHAP: Ti 
1700- 1. 


J 2 


y 


— his report 
on the situa- 
tion of the 

EnglishCom- 


homeward-bound ships had not arrived in the first year, paoyis trade 
p y 


n the Coro- 


evidently arose from an expectation which could. not be realized, mandel 


for- till Factories could be settled, and. exchanges com- 
menced, it was impossible to provide investments ;—that in the 
course of the season 1700-1, however, he had contracted with 
the. merchants: for an investment, which he estimated at 
263,460 pagodas ;—that the profits from. their sales, in. India, 


would be narrow, there being no market for Europe cloths, and 


Coast, 


the exchange of them for Coast cloths impossible,, on: account 


of the prohibition of Indian. manufactures, in England, a 


measure which, he foresaw, would, be, as; ruinous, to, trade, as 


the settling. of two.Companies, ,by authority. of the Legislature; 
—that: 


- 
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"lh 1 


CHAP. III. — that he could not but compare the equipments of the 
1700-1. London Conipany, which, in this season, amounted to ¢welve sail, 


with the equipments of the English Company, which consisted 


of nine sail only ;—that though favorable accounts had been 
recéived of the new Settlement in Borneo, and of the Prince’s 
Nishan in Bengal, still the trade must remain on a narrow 


scale, and under great disadvantages ;—that his own situation 


f 


was peculiarly distressing, as it would have been better he had 
not been vested with the commission of Consul, unless he 
had been enabled to render his orders efficient, for the 
government of Madras disregarded and disavowed his authority, 
which had obliged him to narrow the trade, and relinquish 
the plan of a Settlement at Porto Novo. ©) 


Sir Edward From the accounts communicated to the Court, in the 


Littleton’s re- é A 
portonhis preceding season, of the refusal of Mr. Beard, the London 


measures for : ; ad 
secondingthe Company’s President, at Calcutta, to acknowledge the authority 
efforts of the F p £ f H r 
Ambassador of Sir Edward Littleton, as Consul for the English Nation in 
in soliciting a y z 5 

Phirmaund, BunGax, and from the difficulty with which even a small propor- 


- ena oi. | a d ery Pre 


tion of Bengal trade could be procured, for the shipping of the 
English Company, we are.prepared to expect, only, the continua- 


tion of the efforts which Su Edward Littleton could make, to 


ax 


assist the Embassy of Sir Wiliam Norris, and to purchase 
temporary 


(1)—Letters (general) from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam and Madapollam 
to the Court, March, 24th September 1700, and 10th March 1700-1. 
between Consul Pitt and Sir Nicholas Waite at Surat, 30th May 1700, 3d January, and 
24th February 1700-1.—— Letter from Consul Pitt to Sir William Norris, 29th March 1701, 


Correspondence 


r 


3 
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temporary grants, to carry on trade till the Phirmaund could CHAP. 11. 


be obtained, and of the manner in which he proceeded, in 700-1: 


making a small investment, to give the English Company a share 
in the profits of the Bengal trade. 

Sir Edward Littleton, to assist the Ambassador, granted 
a commission to ‘‘ Mahmood Hareph,” (whom he described as a 
person conversant in all matters regarding Bengal,) to attend 
Sir William Norris, and assist him as a Vakeel, but, was of 
opinion with Consul Pitt, that it would have been more advisable 
for the Ambassador, or some of his retinue, to have gone from 
Masulipatam to the Mogul’s camp, than to have altered his 
plan, and sailed to Surat, particularly after he received im- 
telligence of the death of the Mogul’s Duan, and the un- 
certainty of the character of the minister, who might succeed 


him. 


Taking a general review of all the circumstances which had 


occurred since his arrival, Sir Edward Littleton stated, that, at. 


first, he could only obtain the same terms. which had been 


granted to the Interlopers, that is, to pay three thousand 


rupees for permission to make sales and purchases for each ship, 
and give security for six thousand more, should the Ambas- 
sador not procure a Phirmaund within the year ;—that this, in 
fact, was only a sufferance to remain as traders in the country, 
and all that could be hoped for, in the Phirmaund, was to 


have the same privileges which the London Company enjoyed, 


though, if permission to establish a mint at Hughly could be- 


acquired, it would give to the English Company a decided supe- 


riority ;—. 


? 
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CHAP. IIL viority ;—that, under the temporary permission which had been 


ago 


—His report | 


on the state 
of trade in 
Bengal. 


purchased, he had established Factories at BALLASORE and. 
Dacca, but from the want of Factors and Writers, properly 
qualified, he had not attempted a Factory at CossiMBUZAR 
er Marpa, and, till he knew the issue of the application 
for the Phirmaund, it would not be prudent to enlarge the 
trade, or to pay farther rents for buildings or warehouses, 
because these would be more chargeable than any expences 
which would be incurred in building a Factory ;—that he had, 
however, procured an order for such a building, and would, 
after the rainy season, fix ona situation, and make preparations 
for this undertaking. 

On the state of the trade in Bengal, Sir reget Little- 
ton made a comparison between the stock and funds of the 
London and English Companies, and of their respective 
equipments, drawing from it an inference of what would be 
the effects of an Union, on the funds of the English Com- 
pany, and on the relative ranks of their servants ;—the stock 


of the London Company, for this season, exceeded that of 


the English, in the proportion of five to two ;—their ships 


had arrived early in the season, which had . given them a 


decided advantage in the market :—the difference between | 


the equipments bore a still greater proportion, the London 
Company having five ships, while the English Company had 
only one, and, therefore, they necessarily. pre-occupied : the 


market, in the purchase of Bengal goods; but though they 


? 


ahh ARN i . G i į 


had been continued a Cor pergo if the English Company 
j- i } E PTT «would 


TA) 


val thio Te 
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would send an ample supply of stock, he did not despair of 


Aly. 


CHAP. HE 
a a d 


obtaining a superiority in trade;—in the hope of receiving 1700-1. 


such stock, he was making an experiment to obtain goods from 
Agra and the Upper Provinces, but the opposition of the 
London Company’s servants still continued, for they would not 
hear his commission réad ;—the cargoes of goods from Eng- 
land had not only been small, but the best articles had been 
selected, and taken into the Company’s stores, by Consul Pitt, 
at Masulipatam ;—Sir Edward Littleton concluded, that the 
whole of these circumstances were discouraging, as their rival 
had been continued a Corporation, and he was under the im- 
pression, that the English Company’s stock would be absorbed 
in that of the London Company. In the event of an Union, 
he trusted provision would be made, that the English Com- 
pany would not be made responsible for the debts of the 
London Company; or. the young men, whom they had sent 
out to be Factors, take precedence of the English Company’s 
junior servants. 

This view of the commercial circumstances of the two 
Companies, the Consul hoped, would explain the efforts which 
had been made, to provide investments, and dispatch the home- 
ward-bound ships. On the Antelope, 470,000 in goods, had 
been laden, and on the Tankerville, an investment estimated at 
168,000 rupees, notwithstanding the discouragement from the 
Prohibition Act; and every effort should be made, to collect 
the largest proportion of raw-silk, to reduce the price, at the 
Turkey Company’s sales, of that valuable article. 


WOL. III. 3 H ; Ta 
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CHAP. 1. ©. In the management’ of the trade, Sir Edward hivdletows 
1700-1. explained, that the English Company’s servants had been much: 
distressed, for want of pilots, acquainted with the’ soundings of 
the Ganges, and their stores endangered, from being without 
a proper guard, the greatest part of the soldiers, brought from 
England, ‘haying died or deserted, and many of their seamen 
left the service ; an evil, against which some regulation should 
be provided, by taking an obligation from the country vessels 
to pay a thousand rupees for every English seaman who might 
be found on board, without the Consul’s licence. L 
= From this situation. of the Presidency of Hughly, Sir 
Edward Littleton submitted to the Court, that a large stock 
should be sent, in the ensuing season, otherwise it would be 
impracticable for the English Company to obtain a proportion 
of the trade, which the large funds of the London Company 


were daily enabling them to engross. ©) 


| Repor met The speculation which the Court of Directors had adopted, 
VA (o) residen š 
j Catchpoole of opening a trade on the Island of Bornxo, and connecting it 
4 Í on the China = ; 4 : > 
} I pads, ane the with the exchanges and imports from Curna, forms an interesting 
z i expediency j A “ : : i ; 
fpe of fixinga article, in the foreign transactions of the English Company, m 
E fi Settlement at 2 5 5 
ti Pulo Con- this season: Mr. Landen had, last year, embarked, with a 


dore, 
Council, to settle at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, and Mr. 


Soe 


~ 


P A , s : * 5 ; to 


(1)—Letters (general) from Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly to the Court, 


Letters from the Presidency 


4th June 1700, 16th January, and 18th February 1700-1. 
of Hughly to the Presidency of Surat, 4th June 1700, 18th January 1700-1. 
from the Presidency of Hughly to Sir William Norris, 27th May 1700, 18th January 1700-1. 


Letters 


- 
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to attempt a trade at some of the ports on the Coast of Carna. CHAP His 
Mr. Landen had succeeded, for when Mr. Catchpoole, in the 1700-1, 


Eaton Frigate, arrived at Banjar-Massin, he found an esta- 
blished Factory; and though there is no account from Mr. 


Landen, of the circumstances under which he acquired this 


station, or of the sales or purchases which he had made, 


President Catchpoole was induced to form an intercourse be- 
tween Borneo and Chusan, near Liampo, to which he proceeded 


with the Eaton, to commence a trade. 


Having reached Cuusan, in September 1700, Mr. Catch- 


poole was received, in a friendly manner, by the Governor, where 


he remained, without being able, from this period to the 9th’ 


December, to obtain permission to land goods or to trade, or 


procure a chop for that privilege. At last the chop was granted, 
for which he agreed to pay two per cent., in full of all duties, 
and a rent of five tale, per month, for his house and warehouses. 

As soon as he began to act on this grant, he discovered 
that) it was a temporary, instead of a permanent permission to 
trade, for it was only a licence ‘for i this vessel to sell and 
purchase goods, and no permanent grant could be had, ex- 
cept by an Embassy to the Emperor, the charges of which 
were estimated: at £10,000; it was, therefore, left to the con- 
sideration of the Court, to give instructions, whether they 
would undertake such an Embassy, and incur so large an ex- 
pence, for without embracing both of these measures, a fixed 
trade could not be expected. mai? 


Eg] 
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it FATTY 3 {4 ; 

CHAP. UI. - In the course of the season, the Macclesfield Galley was 


1700-1. dispatched from Chusan for Europe, with a full cargo, but it 
was found that an investment for the Trumbal, or Eaton, could 
not be purchased; the Trumbal, therefore, was dispatched to 
Borneo, for pepper, and ordered to touch at Amoy, to take on 
board twenty of the crew of the Harwich man of war, which 


had been wrecked on that coast. 
| President Catchpoole, after the experience of a few months, 
fi found, that it was impossible to obtain produce, without 


making an advance in money, or Europe goods, and giving the 


manufacturers six or seven months time to bring in China goods : 
—hence, from the evasive proceedings of the Governor and his 
officers, and from the nature of the chop which he had pur- 
f chased, he was satisfied there was no security that the articles 


contracted for would be delivered, and, therefore, recommended 


ii to the Court the expediency of forming a Settlement on the 
i} 

i Island of Puro Conporg, situated between China and Batavia, 
i} as preferable to any establishment which could be made in the 


i Empire of China:—this project he proposed should be expe- 

rimental; only, and that it should be tried by some of the crew of 

the Harwich, attended by proper officers and mechanics ;—for a 
this service the Trumbal was to touch at Amoy, for twenty of 
the Harwich’s crew, sail to the Island, take possession of it in | 
the King’s name, and raise a temporary fortification for their | 
defence. 3 The object of this establishment Mr. Catchpoole | 
explained to be, that of forming a check on the Chinese Go- | 


yernment, should they seize the Company’s property, detain | 
their F 


; 

i 

2 b 4 

'] 

l 

, 7 | 
| 

: { 
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their’ servants, or refuse to pay the debts due to them, and 
recommended to the Court, to apply for conditional letters of 
reprizal, empowering him to make prizes of China ships, 
and to detain the crews, as hostages, and the ships, as a 
compensation ;—meantime, he trusted he would be able to dis- 


patch the Eaton, with a rich cargo, by the next monsoon.“ 


CHAP. III. 
cay 
1700-1.. 


(1)—Letters from the President Catchpoole and Council to the Court, from Banjar- 


Letters from President Catchpoole and: 


Massin in Borneo, July and August 1700. 
Council to the Court, from Chusan in China, 11th October, 14th November, 21st and 15th: 


December 1700. 
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íi SHO Jis me GMI eY RHIO: 
govi Ji amilase 4a i dedosa ¢ 
ee 10-2. 
i LONDON COMPANY. 
CHAP. IT, < ‘Pur proceedings of the two Companies in England, from 


1701-2. the period when their rights and interests were placed in oppo- 
j pracen sition, haye exhibited only proofs of the impolicy and impracti- 


i of an Union 
i} SOO . : . 
ale cability of this speculation, and of the commercial losses to both, 


Hi two Compa- 
j nies becomes 
apparent to aN 


pee when the two Companies became satisfied, that farther oppo- 


d to the nation :—the period, however, had now arrived, 


_ sition of interests must terminate in the bankruptcy of the one, 
-or of the other, and when Parliament were convinced, that 


| the continuance of this opposition would destroy the direct trade 
l ‘between England and the East-Indies. 
3 In illustration, it is necessary, only, to refer to the declining 
i credit of the English Company, to their want of experience, 


and to the efforts of the London Company in resisting 


their rival, both at home, and in India, to discover the 
source of the Parliamentary discussions on the subject; dis- 
eussions which led to the Union of the London and. English 


ANC Lngvisation.ot the kingdom. — re arioy 
At 


Companies, as the only remedy for repairing the losses which 
eagh had sustained, or for restoring an important Henoh of the 


HAST-INDIA, COMPANY. 423: 


At the outset, the English Company, resting on their CHAP. Mm. 
superior rights, anticipated the probability of annihilating the 1701-2.. 
London Company, and of bécoming, in three years, the exclu- 
sive -possessors of the East-India trade; but,. even in this short 
period, they found, that not only their stock was depreciated, 
and their commercial efforts unproductive, but were convinced, 
that though the London Company were daily ineurring debts by 
large advances of money, and though their foreign stations were 
exposed to the oppressions of the Native Powers; yet their funds 
and credit continued unimpaired, and that: the servants of the 
English Company would ultimately have to meet those very 
oppressions from the Indian Powers, which they had seen nearly 
overwhelming,the London. Company. 

We have, therefore, to trace the events which were bring- ree 
ing forward the Union: of the two Companies, and the instruc- propose ioe 


tions which. the resolutions of each, to unite, induced them to pay of the: 
SLOCK O e 


conyey to their servants abroad; and perhaps the state of eee 
Europe, preparing for the war of the Succession, facilitated Pet cent- 
this termination of opposition, between practice and speculation. . 

At. the opening of the London Company’s transactions, 
in the months of April and May 1701, their Committees, on 
receiving information of the continued exactions of the Go- 
vernor of Surat, and of the Mogul Government, on their 
Settlements and trade, and finding a rise of price in the - 
Europe articles required for their exports, and difficulty in 
sales of Indian produce, either for home consumption, or for 
re-exportation, -came to. the resolution of making a proposition’ 


to 
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CHAP. II. 
Y 


1700-1, 


A Commit- 
tee of Seven 
appointed, to 
manage the 
negotiations 
for an Union. 


\ 
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to Parliament, (founded on the appointment of a Committee 
of the House of Commons, ‘‘ to receive proposals for paying 
« off the National Debts, and advancing the credit of the 
«« Nation,”) to pay off the stock of the English Company 
and separate trade, that is, to pay off the two millions, 
at five per cent :—this offer, it was conceived, would remove 
the chief obstacle to an Union, as the Legislature were satisfied 
of the importance of the direct trade between England and the 
East-Indies, and disposed to restore the balance of the Indian 
trade in favour of the English nation :—but this proposition, 
though approved of by the Committee, was rejected by the 
House of Commons. 

The Court of Directors, finding that relief could not be 
obtained by an application to Parliament, and satisfied, notwith- 
standing the Act continuing them a Corporation, that their 
affairs must continue exposed to much distress, when the month 
of September 1701 should arrive, (or the time specified in the 
Act of ‘1698, constituting the English Company,) came toa 
resolution, to resort to the plan of arbitration, and appointed a 
Committee of Seven to negotiate the business. This Com- 
mittee, at first, reported to the General Court, that they had 
not been able to ascertain the intentions of the English Company ; 
and on the 17th April 1701, it was resolved, by a General Court, 
to empower the Committee of Seven, with the approbation of 
the Court of Cominittees, to receive proposals for an Union, or 
to make proposals themselves, for the benefit and advantage 


of the Company, of which public notice was given. 
i On 


Poy | 
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| On the-23d April, the Court met to receive such proposals peer 
as might be laid before them, when a plan, suggested by Mr. John JAO 2. 
Draper to the Governor, was read, and Sir Basil Firebrace Firebrace 
informed the Court, that he had offers to make, which he ee PE rar 
doubted not would produce an Union between the two Com- Guan ee 
panies, but desired that a recompence might be allowed him for 
his trouble, in the event of both Companies coming to an agrees 
ment. Onthe 24th, the Court resolved, that-the Committee of 
Seven, or any five of them, should be authorized, exclusively, 
to receive or make proposals, subject to the ultimate approbation 
of the General Court, and also to settle the recompence’ to be 
given to Sir Basil Firebrace, provided he could accomplish this 
important business. | l 

The Committee of Seven, after repeated conferences with 
Sir Basil Firebrace, submitted, on the 6th June 1701, to the 
Court of Committees, that as a recompence, if he effected the 
Union, £150,000 of the stock of the Company should be 
transferred to him, op his paying £80 for each £100 stock, 
that is, a reward of 20 per cent. on this sum, as a compen- 
sation for his services. ) 

On the 26th September 1701, Sir Basil Firebrace applied 
to the Court to prolong the time for the negotiation, which was 
to expire on the 29th September 1701, when it was agreed, that 
he should be desired to proceed in bringing the treaty to a 
conclusion, and assured, that they would represent his services 
to the General Court, for such recompence as they should think 


proper. z CD a 
VOL. III. 3 I The 
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terms of the 
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The conferences, however, continued, from this period, till 
the month of January 1701-2, when the general terms of 
Union were agreed on by both Companies; or that a Committee 
of twelve, of each Company, should be appointed a Courr OF 
ManacGeErs ;—each Company to contribute a moicty of what the 
Managers should think fit to export ;—the Court of Managers 
to have the future direction of all matters relating to trade and 
Settlements, but the Factors of each Company to manage the 
separate stocks of their respective employers, sent out before the 
Union, and to return the same, and clear all-accounts and 
debts in India, before the expiration of seven years, at which 


time, one great Joint Stock Company was to be formed, by the 


‘Union of the two Companies ;—This agreement, or instrument 


Report on the 
subject of the 
Union, by the 
Court,totheir 
foreign Presi- 
dencies, 


of Union, was approved of by the General Courts of both 
Companies, on the 27th April 1702. 

In communicating this event to the General and President 
of Surat, and to the other Presidencies in India, the Court 
of Committees informed them, that, though they had a deep 
sense of their sufferings, from the heavy accusations of piracy, 
the malicious attempts of the English Company against them, 
and the cruelty, extortion, and oppression of the Mogul Gover- 
nors, yet they requested an oblivion of those injuries, and, as, in 
future, the interests of the two Companies were the same, and 
the former competitions of their servants in India had ‘affected 
the prices of exports and imports, and injured the general trade, 
that the Union’ had become indispensable :—the general in- 
structions, therefore, were, that kindness and good offices 

er should 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


should, in future, be shewn by them, to the servants of the English 
Company, in the same manner as had been recommended by the 
Directors of the English Company, towards the servants of the 
London Company. As a particular instruction, the Presidency of 
Surat were required to clear off all the remains of Europe goods 
in their warehouses and Factories, and to wind up the ac- 
counts, as soon as possible :—the Court, on this occasion, farther 
trusted, that the indifference which the Dutch and French 
nations had shewn to the distresses of Sir John Gayer, and of 


the President and Council, instead of proceeding from national 


opposition, in fact had arisen from the Directors of the Com- 


panies of those nations having observed, that, as the English were 


divided among themselves, they could not be disposed to support | 


either, but to avail themselves of their dissensions, for their 
own profit :—this evil, it was hoped, would cease, as soon as 
they should be informed of the Union of the two Companies, 
and, at some future period, an adequate recompence for 
their losses from the Mogul, and his officers, might be obtained ; 
an exact account, therefore, was to be kept, of all those losses, 
to become the foundation of remonstrances, or a reason for the 
employment of force. 

The separate instructions given by the Court to the General 
and Presidency of Surar, under these circumstances, were, in 


substance, to endeavour, by every possible means, to str engthen 


Bombay, as a seat of trade and place of defence ;—to be on 


their guard, against the depredations of the Muscat Arabs 3—to 


encourage the cultivation of white pepper at Carwar, and (as 
312 the 
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structions for 
Bombay and 
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equipments 
and stock for 
the season, 
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SBAP. UI. the Dutch had not withdrawn from Anjengo) to complete the 
701. 1-2. PERUON of that station ;—to abandon the project of settling 


at ce Gounan, oa 


in the Mahr atta country ;—and to make known 
to the Goyernor of Sur at, that Captain Kidd, and several other 
pir ates, had been convicted, and hung in chains at Tilbury ; 
a proof of the detestation in which the Goyernment of England 
held the crimes of the pirates. as 

The equipments for the season 1701-2 were,—the Howland 


and the Regard, for Bompay and Surat; the Colchester, for 


the Coast ; the Wentwor th, for BENGAL; and the Chambers 
Frigate, the Aurungzebe, the Fleet Frigate, and the Union, for 
‘Cura. The Aurungzebe was to return from China to Surat, 
thence to go to Mocha, for aloes, coffee, and olibanum, “and 
then to touch at Surat, to complete her cargo for Europe. The 
prospect of war, which had retarded the sailing of the vessels, 


Bi a during this season, produced an order, that the homeward- 


b } 
| i bound fleet should keep in company with the Dutch. 
j l DeathofKing The death of King William, on the 8th March 1701 -2, 
| William, and 
. accession of and the accession of Queen Anne, did not produce any 
ii Queen Anne. P : 
i change in the politics of England, with respect to the Conti- 
ty . - : 
id nental Powers, for Parliament, in their Address to the Queen, 
f; í 


promised to support Her Majesty, in such measures as she might 


adopt, for opposing the exorbitant power of France. This event 
gave the Court confidence in the Union, and its advantages to 
the general interests of the East-India trade, notwithstanding the 
Declaration of War by the Queen, the Emperor, and the States 


~ General, against France and Sat , on the 4th May 1702, and 
aa 
the 
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the general embargo and impress of seamen, which would 
‘prevent the dispatch of the last ships of the season, ® 

The orders of the Court to the Agents in Prersta, this 
season, at its opening, and at its close, corresponded with those 
which have appeared in the dispatches to Surat. At the com- 
mencement, when the prospect of the Union was uncertain, the 
Court gave discretionary instructions regarding the English Com- 
pany’s ships, should they interfere in the Persian trade, and 
directions to explain to that Government, that the London Com- 
pany would continue in the exclusive possession of their rights, 
in which the English Company were not to participate ; but 
censured the Agent at Gombroon, for his <“ too civil” recep- 
tion of Captain Montague, commander of an English Company’s 
ship :—but lest the Union might be interpreted by the Governor, 
as evidence that all English subjects enjoyed the same rights, 
it was ordered, that the disputes, between the Agents in Persia 


and the brokers, should be adjusted, that advantage might not 


be taken of this circumstance, by the English Company’s Agent, . 


to introduce a separate trade in Persia. 
As war in Europe was probable, the Agent was ordered to 
purchase as great a quantity of raw-silk, Caramania wool, and 


drugs, as he could obtain, because these articles would rise in 


price, 


(1)—Letters from the Court of the London Company to the General and Council of 
Bombay, and President and Council of Surat, 11th and 16th April, 6th May, 27th June, 
17th September 1701, 12th January 1701-2, 4th and 14th May 1702,— Minutes of 
General Courts, and Courts of Committees of the London Company, 17th, 19th, 23d, 24th, 
and 30th April, 6th June, 26th and 27th September 1701, and 27th April 1702, 
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CHAP. IIT, Prcerioas ‘the improbability that the usual quantities of Persian 
170i 72. h ‘oods, LS it could be imported, either from Spain or 

poy ialis L2DRTIR: A A ee 
l wales, > Botere the plan of an ‘Union was iapa the 
instructions coincided with those sent to Surat, or that the 
Agents were, in future, to observe the most friendly intercourse 
with the Agents of the English eg there being but one 

interest to be consulted.“ 

Fi ensita -There does not occur, this season, in the instructions to 
; i me x ort the Presidency of Forr Sr. Grorcr, any order, previously to 
E7 in conse- the agreement for an Union of the two Companies, except an 
i k the Dion approbation of the vigour and prudence so eminently manifested 
$ : by President Pitt, in resisting and defeating the projects of Con- 
sul Pitt :—this approbation is accompanied with a recital of the 


_-transactions between the two Courts, which had terminated in 
establishing the basis of their Union, and with a recommendation, 
i similar to that which had been given to the Presidency of Surat,. 
to forget former injuries, by their rivals, and to unite with them 


in one mutual system of effort, to lower the prices of Coast 
goods, to the rates at which they had been purchased, before 


should be of better quality, though less in quantity and price. 
These orders, it was expected, would have the effect (though an 
opposition of powers and of mercantile interests had, for a few 
years, ae between Madras and Masulipatam) to convince 

1” Snr nF Saimialus y u sgthan 


RIZ: 
)—Letters om the Court to the Agent and Council in Persia, Hee April, oui May, 


: a sb: pe and 22d May-1702. 


the existence of the English Company ; and that the goods selected. ` 


sa- eee 
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the Native merchants and manufacturers, that both Companies CHAP. 11, 
had but one object, the sale of Europe produce, on the best 1701-2. 


terms, and the purchase of Indian articles, at the cheapest rates. 

The expediency Cf not the necessity) of the Union, is 
farther illustrated, by the orders to withdraw the Out-factories 
which had been established, to prevent the: English Company 
from obtaining stations of trade, and to save the expences which 
had been incurred in these precautionary measures, .but to con- 
tinue the fortified stations, and to keep them in the best state 
of defence, against the Native Powers :—the wall round the 
Black Town of Madras was to be finished, to render this seat of. 


the English power and trade impregnable to any of the com- 


petitors for the Mogul Empire, or to the Hindoo.. Chiefs, 


should they prevail in the Decan, to prevent them from levying 
arbitrary contributions in the countries in the immediate 
vicinity of the Fort, or exacting large sums, from their opinion 


of the revenues. 


The equipments intended for this station, in connexion. 


with China, have already been enumerated, and, in the 


preceding season, the intentions of the Court to form a series of 


exchanges between the trade of China, and that of the Coast of. 
Coromandel have been detailed. - The Chambers Frigate was to 
return from China to Madras, that the profits from the sale 


of the China goods, at that place, might become an additional 
fund for the purchase .of the Coast goods, required in the 
Europe market, and thus, by enlarging the circuit of 

exchanges, 
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CHAP.III. exchanges, the profits abroad might add to those expected from 


1701-2, the sales at home. © 
—Instructions In the preceding season, the Court had directed that Brn- 


to the Agent 
and Council COOLEN, and the others tations in Sumatra, should be under the 


at Bencoolen. 
management of the President and Council of Fort St. George; 
that York Fort should be strengthened, and small armed 
vessels, and a reinforcement of Caffres for its defence, sent 
from this Presidency :—the same orders are repeated, in the in- 
structions of this season, with the addition, that encourage- 


ment should be given to the Chinese inhabitants, and the custom, 


j} Ly or duty, on pepper bought by country shipping, having the 
f i Company’s pass, reduced to one halfpenny per pound. Tria- 
fia mong having been found unhealthy, the Agent was to ex- 


ercise his discretionary powers, in removing that Settlement 
to ‘ Bentall.” 

ni _ The commercial instructions were general, or that the 
| Jargest proportion of pepper should be obtained, and only a 
small quantity of benjamin;—the two ships, destined for 
F China, had orders to touch at Bencoolen, for all the pepper 
i which the Settlement could afford, on paying for it one half- 
penny per pound, advance, on the prime cost :—the correspon- 
dence, in future, was to be placed under the same distinct heads, 


as at the other Settlements. © 
E e Vn. ae Similar 


j 
j 
4 
4 
i 
| 


Bau r 


mS rit Y 
tters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 17th 


‘September 1701, 34th February, 6th and 13th March 1701-2, 
2) Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at Bencoolen, sth July, 17th 


eal and 14th February 1701-2. 


-> -unreatt pranti annn 


imwa a 


is ened 
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' Similar instructions, “with ‘those ‘sent to Fort St: ‘George, 
were conveyed by the Court to the Presidency of BENGAL, on 
the precarious state of the rights under which the London Com- 
pany held their possessions and carried on their trade, speci- 
fying that the basis of the Union, between the two Companies, 
had been settled, and recommending to President Beard con- 
ciliatory measures towards the Agents of the English Com- 
pany :—competition, between the two Companies, was, in future, 
to cease, and the extension of trade to be the common object :— 
As the necessity, which had obliged this Presidency to be lavish 


433 

CHAP. ‘Tit. 
SS - 
1701-2. 

—And to the 


Presidency of 
Bengal. 


in presents to the Native’Governors and Officers, no longer 


existed, frugality was to be observed by both Companies, in 
the bribes or presents which they might give for permission to 
carry on the United Trade :—these instructions were not intended 
to detract from the merits of President Beard, his Council 
or subordinate Agents, in resisting the pretensions, or checking 
the commercial: encroachments of the English Company; on 
the contrary, their conduct had the fullest approbion of the 
Court. . . itj 

The equipments for Bengal, in this season, were abridged, 
-both because the Prohibition Act had rendered an enlarged 
tonnage unnecessary, and because competitions in the Eng- 
lish market no longer existed; the investment, therefore, 


was to comprehend Bengal goods of the best sorts, and, on 


account of the approaching war in Europe, a large proportion: 


of raw-silk, drugs, and the finest indigo. This assortment was 
the more necessary, from the probability of convulsions in the 


VOL. III. 3K » -Peninsula 
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si 


ee, Peninsula, _ on the Emperor’ s death :—in this view, also, Fort 

1701-2. William ` was ordered to be fortified in the strongest manner, 

cal made ‘a regular ‘Pentagon, defended by bastions, that, in 

the event of the Out-Factories being withdrawn, the Company’s 

seryants and property might find a place of safety, which 

would enable them, on any emergency, to retire from the 

country, without being subjected to similar restrictions, or im- 
prisonment, as at Surat. . kamniti 

A directtrade The Committees of the London Company continued their 


E formed, un- efforts to establish a trade to Curna, even after the English Com- 


i i ij Sarak of pany had ceased to be their rival, for, in this season, while the ne- 
A: i goes. ___ gotiation was pending, the Chambers Frigate and the Aurungzebe 
la ; teH were dispatched for Amoy, under the charge of Mr. Dolben and 
i three Supercargoes, to purchase an investment ;. one vessel was: 
i j to return to Surat, that the profts: from the sale of the Chiva 


| produce might come in’ aid of the investment from that Presi- 
| dency, and the other to Fort St. George, with the like object ; 
discretionary powers, however, were given to these Supercar- 
goes, either to attempt the sales or investments at Liampo, or at 
Canton, as the probability of trade might encourage them. 

_ After the basis of the Union was settled, the same orders, 
fea conciliatory _ conduct towards the ships of the English 
Company, were repeated, and, as the season advanced, when 

"E the cêrtainty « of the Union was known, the ships,. the Fleet Fri- 


the I pion y were dijpaiehgdi direct for Canton, with 


oa and 


Had ONY S 
A —Letters fiom the Court’ to the President and Council of Fort SUE 12th Ja- 


ind oh M th March, 1701- -2, 


. 
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lists of goods, nearly the same as in the preceding season ; 
except that, on account of the approaching war in Europe, the 
investment was to comprehend a large proportion of raw-silk, 
and the quantity of teas to depend on the goodness of their 
quality :—wrought silks, however, were not to form part of the 
investment, as the Prohibition Act would prevent the sale of 
themin England ;—the Supercargoes were to follow such orders 
as they might receive from the Secret Committee of the Court; 
but, as a general order, the produce of all’ private. goods, sent 
for sale in China, was to be invested in gold, to prevent wae 
tonnage being filled up with bulky commodities. 

In the early part of this season, the Court directed the 
Governor. and Council of Sr. Hrzena to exact the regular 


custom from all ships, not in the Company’s service, with the 


exception of men of war, who were to be allowed to water and 


purchase provisions, duty free. 

From the probability of a war with France, the stations at 
Sayn Valley; Sandy Bay, and Mundeti’s Mount, were to be 
fortified, and guns were sent for the defence of them :—the 


Severn man of war had been appointed for the protection of ` 


the outward-bound fleet, as far as St. Helena, at which she 


was to take under her convoy the homeward-bound ships, the 


435 
CHAP. IH, 


fa 


1701 -2. 


Orders to the 


_Governor of 


St. Helena, 


onthe Union. 


captains of which were to obey the orders of the Secret 


Committee, which would be communicated to them by the 


Governor; and, at the close of the season, as the Union ap- 


3 K 2 proached, 


(1)—Letters and instructions from the Court to the Jeena of the vessels destined 
TE 
for Amoy and Canton, 17th September, 24th December, 1701, and 28th January 1701-2, 
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_ CHAP. UI. proached, the orders were repeated, to shew every civility and 
1701-2. accommodation to the ships and servants of the English Com- | 


“pany.” 4 A ns PA PERSIE i 4 
"a EA A 
The applica- If the rights and. trade of the two’ Companies in 
Phirmaunds 


encrease the England had, in this season, changed their aspect, from an . 


expences of ze > ‘ * s 5 ' 
Ne tuendos opposition of interests, to an Union, which was once more to 


Compan p Tia f . . {iY BI 9 . 
by tribas render the East-India Company the commercial representatives 


the Mo-. ; T A doz: , : 
A minis. of the nation, in its direct trade to and from the East-Indies, 


ee ters, 


l 


the circumstances of the foreign Settlements of each Company, 

from the servants of both being ignorant of this event, afforded 

only the continuation of the disastrous consequences of that 
~ opposition, which the impolitic establishment of rival Companies | 
“had produced. rit ' LPR Ry Í | 


Jt is a necessary preliminary, in reviewing the circumstances 


—— > —ss. se : z 
ee 


of the London East-India Company’s foreign Presidencies, con- 


_ tending for their rights and trade, against the interferences of 


2 abe See. See emer T 
on 2 a i- 


2 the servants of the English Company, to advert to the political. 
situation of India, at this juncture. AR tai 

_ In the last season it was found, that the conduct of the Presi- 

dents or Consuls, and of the Ambassador, had been. influenced 

"by the general opinion, that the great age of Aurungzebe, and | i 


“ 


the preparations for a civil war, for the succession, and for 
™ à Ez- = 4 I i R pe ` d j ; i throwing. 
; a eno jo Ti 
t  (1)— Letters from the Court to the Governor and Council of St. Helena, 16th April, , 
g 6th May 1701, 19th January and 6th February 3701-2. $ r i 


x $ N: a 
es. 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


throwing off the dependence of the: Hindoos.on the Mogul, had 
rendered the internal. situation of the provinces, from which 
produce for investments was to be drawn, unfavorable. to 


agriculture and manufactures, and unsafe for the transit of 


ys 437 
CHAP. II. 
1701- 2. 


goods to the sea ports; hence, if competition between the two - 


Companies had not existed, sales and purchases would have - 


been difficult, and could not have been.made at the old prices; 
but when the English Company attempted to buy up the goods, 
which the London: Company were in the habit of collecting for 
their investments, the Ministers of the Mogul, and the Agents 
of the competitors for. the Succession, considered both Com- 
panies, as precipitating their applications for Phirmaunds and 
grants, lest the Emperor’s death should. render all negotiation 
unavailing, It was this opinion which led these ministers, in 
the preceding year, to protract the negotiation, that they might 
extort large sums from each Company, and add to the wealth 
by which they were, individually, to maintain their stations,. 
when the succession to the Crown should open to them oppor-. 
tunities of becoming officers of the new Sovereign :—this: 
situation of public affairs explains the events which occurred,- 
at the seats of trade of both Companies, particularly at 
Surat, where there were neither fortifications, nor force, to 
protect the English Factories from the arbitrary demands of 
the Governor, or the mandates of the Emperor, irritated by: 
the continuance of piracies in the Indian Seas.. shahin 

At the close of the preceding season, Sir John Gayer; 
President Colt, and. his Council, in consequence of orders 


+ 


from. 
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CHAP. II. the Mogul, remained prisoners in their Factory, and the trade of 
— . . . nd s 
1701-2. the London Company was at a stand ; for Sir Nicholas Waite, by 


tions of Sir ae wer ; 
Nienola every insidious art, had added to their distresses, and, at the 


Waite, for . 3 3 n 
the imprison- time when the Ambassador was on his journey, pressed him: 


ment of the coe À 5 i 
LondonCom- to avoid, in his negotiation, making any application for the 


vants at Su- release of their opponents :—this ungenerous proceeding ap- 
isk pears to have offended Sir William Norris, who, blamed the 
violence of the Consul, and felt it inconsistent with his cha- 
racter (although he was soliciting privileges for the English 
Company) to become the instrument .of encouraging the 
animosity, or revenge, of Sir Nicholas. Waite. 

This honourable conduct produced a coolness between the 
Ambassador and Sir Nicholas Waite, and, in the sequel, we 
shall find that this coolness terminated in his dividing his ani- 
mosity between Sir William Norris, and the servants of the 
London Company. 


Weakstate of Before adverting to the situation of Sir John Gayer and 


Bombay at 


this crisis, President Colt, at Surat, it may be proper to attend to the 


actual-state of the government and defences of the Island of 
Bompay, because this was the only retreat, except that of 
going on board their ships, and retiring, for a time, to a port 
in the Mahratta dominions, which had occurred to these meri- 
torious officers, during their confinement. The garrison of 
. Bombay was weak, though efforts had been made to strengthen 
the Island, by adding to the fortifications at Mahim, and the 
other stations, that they might be prepared to repel any attack 


by the Siddee, or by the Portuguese, who had a considerable 
: i naval 
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naval force on the West of India, collected for resisting the CHAP. lr. 
aggressions. of the Muscat Arabs:—the President described 1701 -2. 


the Arabs, on account of their successes, to have become ex- 


tremely insolent, and deterred only from making attacks on the 
Company’s ships, by an impression, that they were too strong 
to become easy prizes :—this encreased the expediency of con- 
tinuing the heavy charges to fortify Bombay against any open 
enemy, and against internal commotions, from the want of 
authority in the Governor, and from no Court of Judicature 
having been held in the Island for eleven years; additional 
forces, therefore, were required, to prevent Bombay being 
invaded by the Mahrattas, Moors, Arabs, and Portuguese, 
against whom an absolute necessity existed of using force, or of 
submitting to the total loss of the Island. : l 
Sir John Gayer, therefore, stated to the Court, that unless 
a squadron of six men of war, with bomb vessels, should pro- 
ceed from England, and act in conjunction with the Dutch, it 
would be impracticable to keep on terms with the Mogul, or the 
petty Princes on the Malabar Coast :—if such a fleet should be 
obtained, the instructions to the commander must be distinct 
and positive, as three of the King’s ships, which had been sent 
out, had done nothing to suppress the pirates, and had returned 
home with cargoes of private goods, on account of Sir Nicholas 
Waite, and others, while the fourth (the Harwich) had been 
wrecked on the Coast of China ;—the Indian Seas, therefore, 
had been left with no other defence, than what the guns of the 
Compapy’s. 
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CHAP. IIT. Company’s ships/could afford ; while the- supply of recruits,’ this- 
—S—_ 
17012. ‘season, had been inadequate to the defence of Bombay. — 


The invest. AMEE situation of the Company’s only strong port, on the: 


ee pe West of India, prepares us to resume the detail of the circum- 
considerable, 
from the op- 
pressions sus- 
tained by the 
Company's 
servants at 
Surat, 


—_—_—--. E 


stances under which Sir John Gayer and: President Colt: were 
placed, during this season, and to describe the difficulties which 


re A 


were experienced, in procuring the partial investments which 
could be sent from this quarter of India. ; 

These officers, after referring to their confinement, informed. 
the Court, that it was impossible to evade the obligation in the 
Security-Bonds extorted from President Annesley, both because 
the French and. Dutch had submitted to them, and because’ 
Sir William Norris and Sir Nicholas Waite had offered to give 
security, for the Mocha fleets:—it was not Jess: impossible to 
resettle the inland. Factories, as ordered by the Court, because 
the funds intended for that purpose -were absorbed, to support 


es 


4 the trade against the English Company’s Agents, who had, 
| raised the prices, and rendered the articles scarce, bad, and- 
i i dear. . This application of the funds had become necessary, as 
i; the large .sums expended by the English Company on their. 


Embassy, and the money they had-been. obliged to borrow for: 
making -up their investment, -had rendered trade difficult, 
though it. had, at the same’ time, reduced their own affairs ; 
Sin John Gayer, therefore, concluded, that while the -London 
Company continued: to be charged with being guilty of the 
piracies, it was impossible to carry on peaceable trade at Surat; 
and, „under all their difficulties, they had been obliged to send 
unaii 208 duced adi i: l an 
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an Armenian Wakeel to Court, to watch the progress of Sir CHAP. II. 
William Norris’s negotiation. As the season advanced, it was 1701-2. 


discovered that the Ambassador had offered to give security 
for the Mocha and Judda fleets, and to make good the damages 
done them, in order to bear down the London Company’s rights 
and trade, on the West of India :—the effect of this offer had 
been, to induce the Mogul Government not only to insist on the 
Security-Bonds, but to require the fulfilment of them by the 
Dutch, notwithstanding their evasions. 

At the close of this season, Sir John Gayer and Mr. Colt 
continued to be confined to the Factory, though the Governor 
of Surat had been more favorable to them, than could have been 
expected; but, in such a situation, very little business could 
be done, and there was no appearance of being able to reduce 
the rate of interest, as the French and Dutch paid the same 
as the Company; a large stock, therefore, was required, 
to prevent the accumulation of interest, to discharge debts, 
and, particularly, to have funds ready for counteracting the 
measures of the English Company’s Ambassador at Court :— 
On the whole, though they had obtained a quantity of Cara- 


mania wool from Prrsra, and a proportion of silk, in pay- 


ment of customs, and a considerable quantity of pepper from 


the Malabar Coast, the investments of this season were, by no 
means, equal to what, under better circumstances, this part of 
the Company’s possessions would have furnished. ®© 

VoL Ul. 


(1)—Letter from the General and the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 31st 
Angust 1701.—— Letter (private) from Sir John Gayer to the Court, 20th February 1701-2. 


- 
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CHAP, III: The report of President Pitt,. on the suspended state of. the 


——_ 
1701-2. 


Report of 


Mogul Government, the appearances of civil wars between. the 


President Pitt competitors for the Crown, the preparations of the Hindoo: 


on the state 
of affairs on 
the Coro- 
mandel 
Coast. 


Powers, to throw off their subjection to the Mogul, and the 
insidious conduct the English Company’s Agents, to traduce the 
London Company’s President and Council, at Fort Sr. GEORGE, 
explains the limited state of the trade on the Coast or Coro- 
MANDEL, in this season. 

With that energy and correct sense of duty, which qualified 
him for the difficult circumstances in which. he was placed, Pre- 
sident Pitt made-no hesitation in attributing to Sir William 
Norris, and to his negotiation, the order of the Mogul, to enforce 
the Security-Bonds of Surat,.on the Settlements and. trade on the 
Coromandel Coast, at which Consul Pitts malice had gone as: 
far as his local situation would admit, for he had informed the 
Native merchants, that Fort St. George was only a merchants’ 
garrison, and that it was astonishing to him,. the Mogul’s offi- 
cers would allow President Pitt to collect revenues from his 
subjects ;—the President, therefore, concluded, that it would 


be impolitic to compromise with these officers, or with the 


Mogul Government, by giving them money, to allow the Presi-_ 


dency, under his administration, to remain undisturbed, because 
such bribes, with Indian Powers, served only as fresh incentives 
to violence, particularly when it was considered, that the Na- 


tive officers had, already, seized the Company’s property in the 


districts in which cloths and goods for the investment had been 


collected, and for which money had been advanced, to the amount 


e> 7 ` ~e 


~ > 
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of a lack and a half of pagodas :—Madras, at the same time, was 
narrowed in its purchases, by the neighbourhood of St. Thomé, 
and by the treacherous conduct of the Dutch, who were furnish- 
ing the Nabob with arms and ammunition :—It was for the Court, 
therefore, to judge of the expediency of sending a large supply 
of men and arms, with which President Pitt entertained no 
doubt, that he should be able to repel their violence, or overawe 
the Country Powers; and, in the event of a war with France, a 
considerable naval force must come from England, to keep the seas 
open, and protect the trade. From observation, he had already 
been satisfied, that the Natives would apply to the French 
for naval and’ military aid, (anticipating, what at a distant 
period actually took place on the Coromandel Coast) ~ and 
even if the French should refuse this aid to the Natives, he was 
apprehensive they would bribe the Arab fleet to assist them in 
blockading the garrison. If such naval and military forces should 
arrive, he promised to revenge the insults which the Company 
had received from the Agents of their rival, and from the Moors, 
and that his best endeavours should not be wanting to employ 

both with effect. © 
There does not appear, this season, to have been any direct 
communication, respecting the trade and Settlements at Brn- 
CooLEN, either to Fort St. George, or to the Court. 
The favorable information, from Brneax, during this 
season, is explained, by the more tranquil circumstances of 
that Province, and of the Company’s trade, than were ex- 
3L 265% © ©. perienced 


(1) —Letter (private) from President Thomas Pitt to the Court, 19th February 1701-2. 
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JCHAPII. ~experienced, either at Surat, or at Fort St. George: :- The 


S —y 
9702-2. 
peror’s Son 
being ap- 
poined Su- 
bah of Ben- 


gal. 


Emperor’s son continued in Bengal, though. his» conduct, 
as far as regarded the peace of the country, was limited. by 
the power of the new Duan, who had arrived from- Court: 
—this officer, President Beard represented to be a man of 
talents and mild disposition, and disposed to protect trade, 
and, to conciliate his favour, he had. sent -an Agent, and a 
suitable present, to his residence at Burdwan. Towards the 


close of the season, the Prince had been appointed Subah of 


‘Bengal, which vested him with more extensive authority, and 


had been ordered to fix his residence at Rajahmahl:—on his 
appointment he had presented the Emperor witli thirty lacks of 
rupees, and had divided the like sum among the principal officers 
and ministers :—this large payment the President expected would 
bring heavy demands on the inhabitants, as. a present had been 


required from the Factory, for the Prince, the payment of 


‘which could only be evaded, by pleading the restraints under 


which trade had: been placed; but, it was probable, a sum, 
for this service, would be necessary. 

It does not appear, that the order for prohibiting trade, till 
the Security-Bonds, granted at Surat, should be paid, had extended 
to Bengal, or that similar Bonds, for compensating such damages 
as might be done by the pirates, had, hitherto, been. demanded ; 
but, that this Presidency might he able to resist, either extor- 
tion or violence, President Beard reported, that he had made 


additions to Fort William, which were sufficiently strong to ward 
n off 
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off any attack by the Country Powers, and its security was daily CHAP: 1m, 
becoming greater, by the numbér of the tenants who occupied 1701-2. 


the farms rented by the Company, and, of course, by the increase 


of the revenues. , 
This political tranquillity accounts for the large investnients Pfsaident > 
which were, this season, shipped for Europe, notwithstanding Ea ll 
the competition in the market, by the EnglishiCompany, from eae a 
Sir Edward Littleton having received, more early|than ase mcs 
President Beard, so large a stock as to enable himoito © 
dispatch two ships fully laden for Europe; but the trade;,6n . 

still a larger scale, would have been carried on, if sufficient 

stock had arrived, though, to prevent disappointmentyin 
England, President Beard had taken up 2€70,000 at: interest, 

a burden which, the Court’ must be sensible, would give an 
advantage to the English Company in the» market, In 
explanation, he added, that the extortions, by the Country 

officers, had created great difficulty in complying with the orders 

for saltpetre, from Patna; the ship Sidney had, however, been 
dispatched for England, with a cargo estimated at 869,700 

rupees, and the Josiah, with a cargo valued:at 954,500 rupees : 

—tivo ships, also, with Bengal goods, had been dispatched to Ma- 

dras, to fill up with Coast goods, and thence to proceed. to Europe.. 

As an’ expedient for enlarging the investment/of next’ season, 
President Beard advised,’ that a vessel should be sent direct frony 


England to China, with a stock of 40,000, to bring; in 


return, China goods for the Bengal’ market, that the profits. 
from: 
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CHAP. III from the exchanges, might be an additional resource to the stock 


1701-2. which the Court might destine for Bengal.” 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 


The necessi- The proceedings of the Directors of the English Company, 
ty of an H n a k 
Urien itti at the opening of this season, discover the same moderation 
uted to the 


competitions which marked their instructions to their foreign Presidencies, at 
etween . the 


two Com- the close of the preceding year ;—they stated, that the near 

India, approach of an Union, between the two Companies, required 
that their servants should conduct themselves with civility 
towards those of the London Company :—in general, they 
disapproved of the intemperance of Sir Nicholas Waite, in 
his interferences with the Governor of Surat, which had 
augme nted the oppressions Sir John Gayer and President 
Colt had experienced, without serving any useful purpose, 
either in respect to grants, or to the trade of his employers. 
As yet, the Court had not received an authentic copy of 
Sir Nicholas Waite’s letter to the Mogul, soliciting Phir- 
maunds, or grants, for Surat; but they blamed the whole of 
this measure, as improvident, and tending rather to embarrass, 
than to promote the negotiation with which Sir William Norris 
had been entrusted. 


As 


(1)—Letters from President Beard and Council of Fort William to the Court, Sth 
January and 4th February 1701-2. 
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As the season advanced, however, and when the basis of 
the Union was settled, the instructions to Sir Nicholas Waite, 
and the Council at Surat, assumed a more decisive tone; for 
the Court assigned one principal cause of the Union to be, 
the great loss which had been sustained from the high price 
paid for goods in India, by the competition between the two 
Companies, and, in particular, for the purchases made at Surat ; 
a competition which was, in future, to be laid aside, the terms for 
the Union of the two Companies having been adjusted, and the 
Deed of Agreement drawing out. ` 

In:connexion with this event, instructions were sent to the 
Ambassador to desist from farther negotiations for a Phirmaund, 
there being a necessity for retrenching expences, as 70,000, 
only, had been allowed, by the London Company, to the English 
Company, for their Dead Stock and Settlements, and to cover the 
charges of the Embassy ; which was but a small sett-off against 
the value of the London Company’s Dead Stock, which had 
been estimated at £330,000 :—It was, therefore,ordered that : 
animosities and opposition between the servants of the two Com-- 
panies, should, in: future, cease, and one common interest be 
pursued.. 

It does not appear, that any new stock or equipments 
were prepared for Surat, direct, but the Court destined 
the ship Canterbury for China, and thence to return to 
Surat, where she was to deliver such quantities of copper, 
camphire, and gold, as she might obtain, from the sale of 
her cargo, and then to take on board. such investmens as 


might 
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might have been provided, or could be purchased with this 
money.“ The ship, Arabia Merchant, was also dispatched to 
Mocha, with a stock estimated at 2€6,500, to be under the 
management of three Supercargoes, with instructions to pur- 
chase myrrh, aloes, olibanum, and coffee; and, should any 
surplus remain, after complying with the Court’s orders for 
these articles, it was to be invested in coffee, to be sent to 
Surat. © 

The orders of the Court to Consul Pitt, at Masuriratram, 
assumed the same moderation with those for Surat, with the 
preliminary explanation, that from not having documents, to 
ascertain the true causes of the delay of the Ambassador on 
that Coast, they postponed forming any judgment on the subject; 
—that the information respecting their interests on the Coast 
had been defective, and they, therefore, required, that a regu- 
Jar correspondence should be maintained, between Masulipatam 
and their other Presidencies, and copies sent to the Court, 
to afford a knowledge of the real state of their affairs. As the 
season advanced, and the terms of Union were fixed, the Court 
repeated, that the great losses sustained on Indian goods had 
imposed the necessity of this measure, and that all expences 
for buildings were to be retrenched, or discontinued, and all 
animosities, between the servants of the two Companies, to cease 


The 


fe 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Nicholas 
Waite and Council at Surat, 20th May, 21st November 1701, 8th and 10th January 1701-2. 
(2)—Instructions from the Court to the Supercargoes of the Arabia Merchant for Mocha, 


18th November 1701. 
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The commercial instructions discovered, even previously to CHAP. TI. 


the Union, the embarrassments of the English Company, for 1701-2. 


they allowed individuals to send home, on private account, 
goods (raw silks and muslins excepted) on their ships, after 
Michaelmas 1701, on payment of one and a half per cent. ad 
valorem, as freight; and instead of dispatching, in the early 
part of the season, any ship direct to the Coast, rather sent the 
stock on the trade to China, where it was expected the sales 
might produce a resource for the investment of Coast goods :— 
on this service the ship Halifax was consigned to Canton, and 
directed to return to Masulipatam, and deliver her assortment 
of sugar, sugar-candy, and gold, and then fill up with Coast 
goods for Europe. 

After the Union had been agreed on, a general order was 
given to suspend the purchase of Coast goods, unless the prices 
could be reduced to the old standard, and rather to complete 
the investments with saltpetre and gruff goods only :—towards 
the close of the season, the ship Norris was sent, with a stock 
estimated at £110,000, of which 430,000 was designed for 
Masulipatam, but under like instructions, as to purchases; and, 
in her homeward voyage, to proceed to the Cape, or to St. Helena, 
a convoy of men of war having been appointed for the protec- 
tion of the trade. © 

VOL. III. 3M The 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the President 
and Council on the Coast of Coromandel, 18th July, 21st November 1701, Sth and 10th 
January, and 3d February 1701-2. 
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CHAP. III. The opinion of the Court, regarding their affairs and trade 
1701-2. in Bengal, both before and after intimating the event of the 
Re aed Union, discovers, that they were more satisfied with the conduct 
instructions 


for Bengal, of Sir Edward Littleton and his Council, than with their ser- 
and approba- 


tion of J vants on the Coast, or at Surat, and that they considered this 
war it- 


neton con- as the most probable quarter, from which a profitable trade could 
be expected. 

In the early part of the season, when anticipating an Union, 
they prohibited the building of houses, as the amount of the 
charges might be lost; and as seventy thousand rupees, which 
had been paid to the Prince, for permission to trade for a limited 
time, was a greater sum than the profits would bear, they ex- 
pressed their conviction, that the existence of the trade of two 
Companies, particularly while the Proħibition Act continued, 
would render the profits, both on exports and imports, preca- 
rious and small :—the same directions were given, as to Ma- 
sulipatam, for permission to individuals to send home goods, 
on their ships, after Michaelmas 1701. 

After the basis of the Union was settled, similar orders 
were sent to BENGAL, and the equipments and stock (indepen- 
dently of the ship ordered from China to the Ganges) were on a 
large scale :—the Upton Galley had been dispatched, in July, with 
a stock estimated at £29,000, it being explained that, in future, 

ships, proceeding to Bengal, would not exceed four hundred tons, 
from the difficult navigation of the Ganges. The ship Union had 
been sent to China, (agreeably to the general plan of having one 

vessel 
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vessel from China to return to each of the Settlements,) and, CHAP. 11 


besides her stock, was to add to the resources, by her gold, 1701-2. 


copper, tutenague, and allum, and then to take in an invest- 
ment of Bengal goods for Europe. 

About the time when the Union was settled, (January 
1701-2) the ship Tankerville was consigned to Bengal, with a 
stock, estimated at £97,000, and under similar instructions, 
respecting that event, with those which have already been 
mentioned; or, if Bengal goods could not be reduced to the old 
prices, the ship was to return with saltpetre, raw-silk, and 
floretta yarn, only. As war had taken place in Europe, each 
ship was to take in one hundred tons of saltpetre, above the 
quantity specified in her charter-party, at 417 per ton freight, 
and also to carry an additional hundred tons, to the Coast, as 
kintledge. 

It has already been noticed, that, at the end of the season, 
the ship Norris was dispatched for Coast and Bay, with a 
stock estimated at £110,000, of which £80,170, in bullion 
and goods, was designed for Bengal; an early dispatch, there- 
fore, was recommended, that the Bengal ships might have the 
benefit of the convoy appointed for the homeward-bound fleet. 

The Court, on this occasion, directed, that the sub- 
ordinate servants, when not at Hughly, or the principal 
Factory, should attend the different ‘€ Aurungs,” with 
small stocks, both to instruct them in the knowledge of 
buying and selling goods, and to accustom them to the language 

3M 2 . and 
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and habits of the Natives; but, in executing these duties, they 
were to proceed ‘‘ without the affectation of pomp or grandeur, 
« and as merchants ought to do.” ®© 

Information haying been received of the arrival of 


President Landen at Borneo, of his having obtained a chop 


and appoint- for trade, and liberty to build a bamboo-house at Banjar-Mas- 


iment of a 
garrison for 
Pulo Con- 
dore, 


sin, but only to use small arms, not great guns, for its defence, 
and that he had paid three hundred and fifty pieces of eight 
for this permission, and given presents to the amount of nine 
hundred and fifty, the ship Macclesfield was dispatched, early 
in this season, for that station, with a stock estimated at 
£4,365, and, towards the close of it, the Panther, with a stock 
of £16,400, and the ships Edward and Dudley, and non 
Frigate, with a stock of £5,000 each. 

The general instructions to President Landen were, to 
make a contract for as much pepper as could be procured in 
Borneo, but this contract was to be on the English Company’s 
account, notwithstanding the negotiation for an Union; and if 
the tonnage could not be filled up with this article, to take in Java 
sugar :—the pepper, if practicable, was to be purchased with 
Coast and Bay goods, and opium, which, it was supposed, would 
sell on the Coast of Java, and in the Islands :—the returns, in 
general, were to be in pepper, long pepper, cassia lignum, 
dragons’ blood, bees-wax, and canes ; and as it had been 


discovered, 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Edward 
Littleton and Council at Hughly, 25th July, 2d August, 21st November 1701, 8th and 10th 
January, 3d February, and 9th March 1701-2. 
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discovered, that two of the Separate Stock ships had obtained CHAP. III. 


pepper at Borneo, this traffic was, in future, prohibited. © 

The prospect, or even the accomplishment of the Union, 
does not appear to have affected the determination of the Court 
to enlarge their trade to Cura, or to vary in the resolution 
they had taken, to form an intermediate station on the Island of 
Pulo Condore. 

The equipments were,—for Amoy the ship Canterbury, 
under the charge of three Supercargoes, with a stock estimated 
at £34,400 :—the investment of China goods which this 
vessel might purchase, was to be consigned to Sir Nicholas 
Waite ;—the Supercargoes were to settle, either at Pulo 
Condore, or to return to Surat, as might appear most ad- 
vantageous for the general interest ;—and for Canron, the 
ship Halifax, with a cargo estimated at £40,800, under the 
charge of a Chief and three Supercargoes, and, as speci- 
fied in the instructions to Masulipatam, the cargo was to be 
consigned to Consul Pitt. CHusan, however, was considered 
as the most probable place, at which an investment of China 
goods could be obtained, for the ships, the Macclesfield, the 
Union, and the Robert and Nathaniel, were equipped for that 
port, with stocks estimated, together, at £101,300, and (agree- 
ably to the plan already mentioned) the Union’s cargo was to 
be sent to Bengal. 


The 


(1) —Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to President Lan- 
den and Council, at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, 21st and 29th August 170), Sth and 9th 
January 1701-2, and 2d April 1702. 
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CHAP. IIL “The information which had been received, of the evasions 
1701-2. of the Chinese, in fulfilling the grants of trade which they 
liad promised, had satisfied the Court of the impropriety of 


sending an Ambassador to China, and, therefore, they rather 


French Missionaries at Pekin, than to an Embassy ; in return for 
such services, a passage to Europe was to be offered to any of 
these French Missionaries, on the Company’s ships. 

This opinion of the evasions of the Chinese, and the 
report of President Catchpoole, of the propriety of forming 
an establishment at Puro Conporr, induced the Court, after 


consulting with the ‘celebrated Captain Dampier, to fix a 
E Factory on that Island, and to erect a fortification for its 
defence, for which between thirty and forty men were embarked, 
as a garrison, and Mr. Rasbell, with the rank of Lieutenant, 
appointed Provisional Governor, till the arrival of President 
Catchpoole from Chusan, to whom he was to be subordinate :— 
Mr. Rashell was also to act as chief Engineer, and to be 
attended with thirty-seven artificers, to assist in erecting for- 
tifications and batteries, for which stores were sent, valued at 
£1,680. © 

i : The 
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(1)—Letters and instructions from the Court of Directors of the English Company to 
the President and Council, and Supercargoes, of their different Settlements in China, 25th 
Instructions to Mr. T., Rashell, going out as 


November and 24th December 1701. 
Governor of the intended Settlement at Pulo-Condore, 25th November 1701. 


trusted to the information their servants might receive, from the | 
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CHAP. III; 
1701 -2. 


The same arrangement of the foreign Annals of the Eng- The probabi- 
A 5 lity of civil 
lish Company, as in the preceding season, may be observed, in waren Todi 


the details of this year (1701-2), or, to continue the sequel ies lag 


and result of the negotiations of Sir William Norris, under ment Ss the 
the transactions at Surat, and then revert to the political and cessary. 
commercial events at this Presidency, and, subsequently, at 
the others, that the actual state of the English Company’s affairs 
may not, farther than as affected by the Embassy, be involved in 
the circumstances under which it terminated. 

It may, as preliminaries, be mentioned, notwithstanding 
the great age of Aurungzebe, the preparations for the war of 
succession among his descendants, and the war for independence 
by the Hindoo Chiefs, that the impression of the wisdom and 
power of this Emperor, had preserved the Mogul Government 
from civil or foreign wars; and it may be also observed, that 
the same motives remained with the Ambassador and Consuls 
of the English Company, to obtain, as speedily as might be 
possible, Phirmaunds, or grants, for trade, at each of their 
Presidencies, which, at all events, might become the ground 
for. future claims, though the tenures, under which they 
could be held, at this juncture, could only be temporary and 
precarious. 

At 
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CHAP. III. At the close of the preceding season, we traced the 


1701-2. events in the Embassy, to the arrival of Sir William Nor- 
Each of tbe , oe ae 
EnglishCom- ris at the Mogul’s camp at Parnella, on the 4th Aprii 1701, 
pany's Presi- $ ; ó O . e . . 
dencies re- where he obtained permission to encamp with his retinue, till 
commend to . ce : i , “ A à 

Ue aure such time as the ceremonials for his audience could be adjusted : 
sador to soli- f 

hare werent A this place he received bills, to the amount of twenty-three 
maunds, suit- , 
edtotheir thousand rupees, from Sir Nicholas Waite, as one of the means 
Tespeclive si- 
tuations. for defraying his charges. 


Sir William Norris, on this occasion, first discovered, that 


the charges of the Embassy would not only exceed the calcu- 
lations of the Court, and his own, but that each of the Presi- 
dencies shifted the payments, from the one to the other; and 
each of them had become discontented, at the circumstances by 
which the negotiation had been protracted, and had expressed 


an opinion, that ultimate success was improbable. As if these 


FX ee eee es, 


difficulties had not been sufficient, each of them, with their 


proportions of the charges, sent different statements of the 


ee ee eo a T a | 


particulars which it would be necessary to solicit, in their 
respective Phirmaunds, though the Court, when the Em- 
bassy left England, recommended that one General Phirmaund 
for the English Nation, should be solicited, in which the Con- 
sular powers were to be recognized. | i 
The situation in which the Ambassador was placed, 
by these circumstances, may be estimated from the instruc- 
tions transmitted to him, by the different Presidencies, for the 
particular Phirmaund which each required, to place'their trade 
jn a situation suited to the character of the Mogul officers, 
who 
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who governed the countries in which their Factories were si- CHAP. P. 11. 


tuated. i 1701-2 2. 
Sir Nicholas Waite, and the Council at Surat, on hearing Relative cit- 
cumstances 


from the Ambassador, that the efforts of the Dutch, and of the of the am- 


bassador with 
London Company’s Vakeels were directed to throw obstacles the English + 


in the way of his negotiation, the one as the representative Gin 
of an European commercial state, with interests opposed to both n 
Companies, and the other as the representative of a powerful 
rival, possessed of greater resources than the English Company, 
admitted the reasons why the audience had heen protracted, 
while the Mogul’s Ministers began to doubt, respecting the 
character, as well as the objects of the Ambassador. 

These delays occasioned fresh demands on Surat, for sup- 
plies to defray the expences of the Embassy. Sir Nicholas Waite | 
answered, that, though it was his duty, he could not comply, 
without diverting the stock of the Company, intended for trade, 
and employing the ships on freight, to prevent demorage; and — 
instanced the Rook Galley, which had been sent on freight to — 
Persia, instead of being dispatched to England, kepteni we , 
the Court’s orders. puna 

It had been the original intention of the Court, pe 
Presidency of Surat should advance the whole of the money for 
the Embassy ; Sir Nicholas Waite, therefore, urged the Ambas- 
sador to push on the negotiation, by every possible means, ex- } 
plaining, that, to his knowledge, the Governor of Surat, and the 
London Company, had made every effort to y counteract it, 
by their emissarics, and by immense sums, as bribes, to the — 
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CHAP. IIL. principal ‘Ministers of the Mogul; but that he would. con- 
1701 -2. tinue to make advances for the Embassy. In answer, Sir 


William Norris stated, that though the Albemarle’ had 
arrived with presents for the Mogul, estimated at £1,500, 
yet that the charges of remittance, unless the money could 
be sent by bills, were daily adding to his expences, and 
complained of not having been furnished with sufficient sums 
of money :—Sir Nicholas Waite answered, that the Ambas- 
sador had already received from Surat, money amounting to 
355,179 rupees, a sum exceeding the value of two ships’ cargoes, 
so that the business had not been delayed by any want of 
supply from this Presidency, but that the large sums which Sir 
William Norris had agreed to pay, (or a lack and a half of 
rupees to the King’s Ministers, and a lack to the Mogul him- 
self,) would be thrown away, if the alterations, which he 
had suggested, were not introduced into the particular Phir- 
maund for Surat, for a General Phirmaund would leave the 
English Company’s privileges in a worse state than those 
of the London Company; that is, exposed to the conse- 
quences of the Security-Bonds, and to the payment of the 
losses which the merchants of Surat might experience, from 
the depredations of the pirates. In this situation, the relations 
between the Presidency of Surat, and the Ambassador, were 
placed, in the month of August, when Sir William Norris was 
proceeding in his negotiation, and when another bill, for twenty- 
thousand rupees, was sent to him, but, under a restriction, 

s ae ta that 
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that he should not, in future, exercise the discretionary powers 
with which. he had been» vested, of making presents to the 
Mogul’s, officers. ' ep 
Having thus traced the relations between the Surat Pr esidency 
and the Ambassador, we have next to advert to the like relations 
between him, and the Presidency of Masulipatam. 
Consul Pitt, in his letters to the Ambassador, represented 
the importance of obtaining an order, to recall the power of the 
London Company to coin rupees and pagodas, ‘‘ with figures,” 
and to have this privilege conferred on the English Company, 
because this had given the London Company a preference in the 
market, from the facility which it afforded, in issuing. money jm 
in answer, the Ambassador desired that money might be sent 


him, to defray his expences, as the Presidency of Surat had 
only sent forty thousand, instead of a lack of rupees, and, 


their, broker’s bills, could not be negotiated. Consul Pitt, on. 
receiving this demand, madea remittance, to the amount of half 
a lack of rupees, though the loss on exchange amounted to £20 
per cent. ; but, at the same time, intimated, that the state of 
the funds of the Presidency of Masulipatam was such, that 
farther remittances could not be expected. 

' -This Presidency, on learning the intentions of the Ambas- 
sador, disapproved of his draft of a Phirmaund, as applicable 
to. the. Coast :—in particular, of the regulation. for settling 
differences, between the Mogul subjects and the English, by 
appeals to the Native Courts, instead of reference to the Consul 
and Council, agreeably to the established practice ‘observed by 

= Sy NeS t the 
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CHAP. the Presidents ‘and, Councils of the London Company ;° for 


1701-2. though such a reference might be: proper at Surat, at which 


— and with 
their Presi- 
dent in Ben- 
gal. 


the Company had a house, and the Governor was a person of 
high rank, it was different at Masulipatam, where, though the 
Company had, also, a house, the Governor was a person of 
inferior rank, and subject to the ‘< Nabob of Siccacole.”’ 

The communications, between the Ambassador and Sir Ed- 
ward Littleton, at Hughly in Bengal, exhibited, also, a diversity 
of opinion, though, perhaps, more readiness, on the part of 
this Presidency, to contribute to the charges of the Embassy. 

‘Inthe month of April 1701, Sir Edward Littleton sent a draft 
of a Phirmaund to Sir William Norris, specifying the privileges 
which would be necessary for carrying on the trade, with security 
and advantage ; in particular, that it should comprehend liberty 


of trade, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, because, 


from the constitutions of those provinces, the manner in which 


privileges of trade could be exercised, was different from what 
they were in any other part of the Mogul dominions; and 
suggested the propriety of making such alterations on the title 
of the Phirmaund, as might distinguish it from the Phirmaunds, 
or grants, under which the London. Company) had hitherto 
maintained. their stations and trade; engaging, at the same time, 
to honor any bills the Ambassador might :draw, provided the 


amount of the whole did not exceed half a lack of rupees... This 


‘effort Sir Edward Littleton considered to be the greater, because 


any demand on::him: was. unexpected, it having» been under- 
stood, that the charges were to have heen wholly defrayed by the 
iej HeT Presidency 
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Presidency of Surat, and asserted, that'he could have obtained a 


Phirmaund for that sum; had he beem authorized ‘to’ make the 


application: through the King’s Duan:at Hughly':~That he 


aight not; however, be deficient in sending such aids, ‘for: for- 


warding the Embassy, as he could command, he suggested, 
that the Ambassador should employ ‘‘ Rajah-Ram,”’ as a ‘Vakeel, 


who, from his great knowledge of the affairs’ of. Bengal, was 
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particularly qualified to assist in promoting the commercial. . 


interests of the English Company. 

In the month of May, Sir Edward Littleton again: re-- 
presented to the Ambassador, the inconveniency. under’ which 
he had been placed, from the delays. in: obtaining the Phir- 
maund, as the time had elapsed for which he had paid a large 
sum for permission to trade, and an order had’ come down 
from the Mogul, for exacting three thousand rupees, ‘as permis: 
sion money, for each ship the Company might dispatch’ for 
England. 

In this situation of the connexion, between the Ambassador 
and the three Presidencies, we have to trace the progress of his 
negotiation. ! . i 

Sir William Norris arrived at the Mogul’s camp, before 


Parnella, in April 1701, and obtained permission to encamp near 


dt. In this early stage of the business, he received information of 


the Act of Parliament, continuing. the’ London Company’ a 
Corporation, and: (as might be supposed) this ‘event produced 
hesitation, respecting the basis: upon which it had been agreed 
he was to open his negotiation, or the substitution of ‘the Bng- 


lish 
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CHAP. III. Jish Company for the London Company, after Michaelmas-1701. 
1701-2. On consultation with the principal persons attending. the Em- 
bassy, it was agreed, that it would not be lawful for the Ambas- 
sador to represent to the Mogul, that the London Company 
were to determine in September 1701, notwithstanding his pre- 
vious assertion of this circumstance to the Governors of the pro- 
vinces, and to the Mogul’s Ministers ;—this resolution occasioned - 
difficulties, respecting the manner in which he was to open the 
business to the Emperor ; but-it was impossible to retract, for 
already the time had been fixed for his Audience, and the cere- 
monials of his Procession had been settled. 
Order of the The order of the Procession, on the 28th April 1701, was, 
procession at = 
Sir William as follows :— 
Norris's au- °° : : 
Bf asso the ** Mr. Cristor, Commander of his Excellency’s artillery, on i 
‘© horseback. > 
“« Twelve carts, wherein were carried the twelve brass guns, 
«< for presents. | 
« Five hackeries, with the cloth, &c. for presents. 
“ One hundred cohurs and messures, carrying the glass-ware 
< and looking-glasses, for presents. 
“ Two fine Arabian horses, richly caparisoned, for presents. 
“< Two ditto, without caparisons, for presents. 


“ Four English soldiers, on horseback, guarding the presents. 


Appa m+ \ 


« ‘The Union flag. ; 

“ The Red, White, and Blue flags. 

“Seven state horses, richly caparisoned, two with English 
_.** furniture, and five with Indian. 


« The 
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<“ The King’s and his Excellency’s Crests. ` Pst anit ae 

“ One state palanquin, with English furniture, of silvér tissue, 1701-2. 
« brocaded. 

«© Two other Crests. 

«< The music, with rich liveries, on horseback. 

« Mr. Basset, Lieutenant of his Excellency’s foot guards, on’ 
« horseback. 

< Ten servants, in rich liveries, on horseback. 

*¢ The King’s and my Lord’s Arms. 

-One Kettle-Drum, in livery, on horseback. 

“ Three Trumpets, in liveries, on horseback. 

< Captain Symons, commander of his Excellency’s guards. 

« Twelve Troopers, every way armed and accoutred after the 
“ English mode. oe fh? 

« Mr. Beverley, Lieutenant of his Excellency’s horse guards. 


‘© The King’s and my Lord’s Arms, richly gilt, and very large ; 


a 
A 


the first being borne by sixteen men. 

« Mr. John Mill and Mr. Whitaker, on horseback, in rich 
« laced coats. irua 

“« Mr. Hale, Master of the Horse, richly drest, carrying the 
“ Sword of State, pointed up. x 

« His Excellency, in a rich palanquin,—Indian embroidered 


«furniture. 


¢ 


A 


Four pages, two on each side his Excellency’s palanquin, 


« richly drest. 


A 


© Edward Norris, Esq., Secretary to the Embassy, in'a rich 
« palanquin, carrying His Majesty’s letter to the Emperor ; 


* on 
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CHAP. HI, < on each side, Mr. Wingate and Mr. Shettleworth, in 
1701-2. ~ «e rich laced coats, on horseback. 


<¢ Mr. Harlewyn, Treasurer, wearing a gold ke 
y 3 2 5 5 y 


3 C £ h.” 
« Mr: Adiel Mill, Secretary to his Excellency \ in a Coach 


paranee or The Ambassador, on being received by the Emperor, re- 
maunds quested that Phirmaunds might be granted to each of the Presi- 


agreed to by 
the Mogul. dencies of Surat, Masulipatam, and Hughly, with an exemption 


from the bonds given by the London Company, for the security 
of the seas. The Emperor’s. orders were issued for these grants, 
and, in return for these favors, the Ambassador paid another 
visit of state to the Mogul, and presented him with two hundred 
gold mohurs. The Phirmaund for Bengal was more extensive 
than those for Surat or Masulipatam, because it granted a 
total exemption front payment of duties, and permission to have 
amint; but the authority with which the Consuls, or Presidents, 


were to be vested, was the same at each Presidency. 


‘The delivery The result of the negotiation thus appeared to be favorable, 


of the Phir- 


Sette when circumstances occurred, which alarmed the “Ambassador 
eae 


Hie a for the final success of the business. Sir Nicholas Waite had, (as 


Ries has been noticed,) previously to the arrival of the Ambassador, 
aite, 


addressed a letter to the Mogul, soliciting a separate Phirmaund 


for Surat :—this interference, if it was irregular with respect to 


the Ambassador, was, at this crisis, discovered to have been not: 


less so, with respect to the Mogul Government, because, in ‘his 
Persian letter, Sir Nicholas Waite had promised to give security 
geht ail! for the safe navigation of the Southern Seas, but, in the English 
$ translation, communicated to the Ambassador, and to the Court, 


"cit $ c he 
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he had suppressed this circumstance, and thus, though the Am- 
bassador had obtained an‘ exemption from the Security-Bonds, 
extorted from the London Company, the Mogul’s Ministers consi- 


dered the security offered in Sir Nicholas Waite’s letter, as the 


ground on which the Phirmaunds had been given :—a delay, of 


course, took place, till this objection could be explained or 
removed, This circumstance again brought complaints from Sir 
William Norris, against Sir Nicholas Waite, not only for having, 


by this letter, impeded his progress, but for the scanty supplies. 


of- money sent from Surat, to defray the charges, which had: 


nearly ruined the Embassy. ants vite 3 geal 


Another unfortunate circumstance cecamah at» this crisis, 


or the information of a Dervise to the Mogul, that the London‘ 


Company had not paid their debts, or rather the losses sustained 


by: the Mogul subjects, from the pirates; this intelligence 
(though the orders had been issued for the Phirmannds) created 
a ‘second:delay, and produced a positive order from the Mogul, 
to, seize the property of the London Company, and the persons 
of: their'servants, and to prohibit their tradé.in every part of his: 
doniinions., ‘This order, though it met the wishes of Sir Nicholas 


Waite; and -gratified his revenge’ on Sir John Gayer and Pre- 


sident Colt, produced an effect on the Embassy which had noti 


been anticipated, or, that should the property of the London 
Company..not be ‘sufficient to cover those debts,“ the sisi 
Company: would be made liable for them: ~ 17 =; ji 
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Though: these circumstances, in themselves, account fora The Mogul 


desires the 


temporary delay: in issuing the Phirmaunds, the: applications:of Governor of 


vol. IIJ. 3 0. the 
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CHAP, NI» the Ambassador, for.one Company, and. of Armenian -Vakeels 
170162; for,;.another, each: offering . bribes, , and... lavishing!; moneys 


Seid Sedula, j 5 . : 
‘ae for, the same object, excited doubts, in the mind. of the 


which of the oie Ao 
two Compa- Mogul, and of his Ministers, which of the two Companies were, 


semea the in) fact, ““ the real English Company,” and induced the:Mogul to: 

tion, order\a letter to: be written to “^ Seid Sedula, an holy Priest at 
“¢ Surat,”’ to ascertain, by examination, which of the two were: 
really authorized by the English’ Nation :—this event, transpir- 
ing, (as it must have done from the nature of the enquiry, 
the competitions of the Agents of the two Companies, which 
should obtain the favorable report of the Priest, again became 
the source of delay; for,in the whole of these transactions, 
bribery was the only means which could be employed. 

Sir Nicholas Waite was given to understand, that ten 
thousand rupees would be the price of the Priest’s report, in 
favour of the English Company; but if such report had 
really been made, its effects would have been immediately frus- 
trated, by the arrival of eight Mocha ships, the commanders: 
of which reported, that three of their - fleet had. been, taken 
by an English pirate :—what, at first, was delay only, now 
turned to hesitation about granting the Phirmaunds,. though the 
reason assigned by the Mogul’s Ministers was, that they could, 
not be issued, till a report was'made, from Surat, of the execution: 
of the Mogul’s orders, and an account received of the London, 
Company’s property, that, it might be ascertained, whether 
they had funds sufficient to liquidate the damages. done by the 


pirates. 
The 
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‘The ‘bribe required by the Priest, was to be followed by CHAP. mir. 
one to the Governor, who: intimated, that’ he had received 1701-2. 
an order from the Emperor, to report on the power of the re- 
spective Companies; that is, on the amount of the sum which 
each could pay :—the Governor made an -offer, himself, to ob- 
tain the Phirmaunds for the English Company, on’ condition 
that the Consul should pay 125,000 rupees for the first, 62,500 
the second, and 100,000 for the third, and that these sums 
should be paid at Surat; but, before any of the Phirmaunds 
could be issued, the seas must be cleared of the pirates. 
These delays and disappointments produced mutual accusa= Reciprocal 


: - accusationsof 
tions between the Ambassador and the Consul ;—the Consul and ‘the Ambassa- 


c R ___,dorand of Sir 
Council accused the Ambassador to the Court of Directors, ‘of! Nicholas 


having, for an European ceremony, disobliged the Grand Vizier, ee 
at~Brampore, and Mr. Mill, the private Secretary and Inter- 
preter, of having, from his ignorance of the Persian language, 
and usages of Eastern Courts, increased the disgust which the 
Ambassador’s ill-judged sense of dignity had created ; and also 
of having: neglected to investigate, sufficiently, the proceedings 
and conduct of the London Company’s Vakeels, who, from 
better knowledge of the customs of Eastern Courts, had com- 
pletely over-reached him:—Sir William Norris, on the other 
hand, ‘accused Sir Nicholas. Waite, not only of having im- 
' peded“ his progress, by the imprudent letter which has been 
referred to, but of having withheld the money required as bribes, 
to ensure success. DE rouwilive zbawi bed yaik 

30 2 ott. 
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“CHAP. 111.9". “Tt may be easily supposed, ‘that, ‘under such circumstances, 


“1701-2. * Sand’ in a Court where’ the interests of the Mogul,” and: of his 


The negotia- 
Hombrcken'e “Ministers, were alone to be consulted, and then predominant 


off, and pass- 

ports de- avarice gratified, a negotiation, experiencing so many dift- 
manded by : : y 

the Ambas- culties, must break off; the cause of which, Sir William Norris, 


sador. S 
‘in his dispatch to the Consul, at Surat, of the 28th October 


1701, stated to have been, a demand, by the Emperor, for the 
security of the’seas, against pirates, which was evaded, by the 
“Ambassador pleading the security given by the three Eu- 
ropean Nations, and that it was unreasonable to demand 
security against the Malabar pirates, who were the Moguls 
own subjects, and whose actions he, alone, could control ; but 
that he was ready to give a lack of rupees to be exempted from 
the obligation :—this answer not being satisfactory, the Mogul 
intimated to the Ambassador, that ‘* the English best knew if 
“ec it was their interest to trade, and if the Ambassador’ refused 
“< to give an obligation, he knew the same way back to England 
“ that he came.” Considering this answer as, à dismission from 
Court, Sir Wiliam Norris desired “ Dusticks,” or passes, for 


sitar and published a notice, in the Persian, Hindoo, and 


a 


English languages, that all persons, having any claims on the 
English Embassy, should give them in, in five days, as, at that 
time, he proposed to commence his journey, and requested, 
through the Vizier, an audience of leave of the Emperor. 

‘The Mogul’s Ministers, on this occasion, sent, by Rustum, 
the broker, the obligation required by the Emperor, for the 


. Bi? Ambassador’s ‘signature, which. he refused, on the principle, 
3 he that | 
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that, if granted, it would bring an jncalculable demand ; on the , CHAP.M. 
English. Company, which must ruin, their affairs a demand < AZOLE “42. 
which probably never would have been made, had not Sir Nicholas” 
Waite offered to grant security for the Southern Seas. pran: 

The passes for the Ambassador’s return to Surat. were; ac- 
cordingly granted, and having struck his tents, he set out, on 
the morning of the 5th November 1701, from; the Mogul’s 
camp “ at Murdawnghur,” on his march to Surat. | . | 

The opinions of the different Presidencies, on the rupture. of eee 


the negotiation, and on the pernicious consequences of the Company's 
€ Presidencies 


Ambassador leaving their rights and trade without Phir- 07 the issue 
; 194 of the em- 


as not entitled to break >*y- 


maunds, wer 
off the Embassy, by the twelfth article of his instructions, 
without the consent of Sir Nicholas Waite, and his Council : 
—at Masulipatam, that his conduct had been rash and im- 
prudent, though, they still hoped the Phirmaunds might be 
procured, through the influence of the Vizier, and -that it 
„was, absurd to insist on European forms, not understood 
in an Eastern Court, and not less so, to have neglected, from 
no better cause than mere punctilio, to pay his respects to 
_“ Assed-Khan,” the Vizier, at Brampore, and conciliate his favor 
to the Company :—at Hughly, that the delays in obtaining the 
Phirmaunds, had exposed the trade in Bengal to exorbitant 
demands from the Mogul officers, and. obliged them.to apply, to 
the new Duan, for permission to continue trade, which, from 
the rash and imprudent conduct of the. Ambassador, might 


Tae 


ultimately be endangered ide sohe eee 
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CHAP. III. We have now to resume the account of Sir William Norris’s 
1701 -2. progress, who, agreeably to his resolution, left the Mogul’s 


Sir William `~- > fie 
Norris re- camp, on the 5th November 1701, and continued his journey 


turns to Su- 
rat, and{em- for three days, when ‘‘ Mahmood Khan, Duan of the Decan,” 


barks for 
England, 


overtook him, and, by the Emperor’s orders, desired his return 
to Court, asserting that he had set out without the Emperor’s 
dusticks, and, on Sir William Norris producing them, affirmed 
they had proceeded from an inferior oflicer, without orders, 
and desired that he would halt for two days, till the Emperor’s 
pleasure should be known. l 
Having halted for the time required, and no counter-orders - 
reaching him, Sir William Norris continued his march, and 
reached Brampore on the 14th November, where he found the 
Nabob, ‘‘ Gazedee Khan,” the Mogul’s chief General, en- 
camped :—conferences, and visits of ceremony, took place between 
the Ambassador, and the officers of this General, who desired 
that he would halt for a week, to give time to write to Court in. 


favour of the Embassy. In this interval, every effort was made, 


~ to induce Sir William Norris to visit the General, or Nabob, 


which he declined, under the apology, that not having taken a 
a personal leave of the Emperor, he could not, with propriety, 
pay his respects to any of his officers; and no notice haying been 
sent him direct from the Mogul, he recommenced his journey, 
on the 22d November. He had not advanced above two 
coss from. Brampore; when he was ‘surrounded. by a large 
body of Gazedee Khan’s troops;—but the determined ap- 
pearance of resistance, by Sir William Norris’s guard, prevented 


i : an 
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any violence, and ‘the request was again made, that he would CHAP. I. 


réturn to Br ampore, for a few days, with which’ he was under the 1701- Qe 


necessity of complying, as his tents and baggage had been 

seized. aot: dae 
Sir William Norris protested against ‘this outrage, as an 

insult offered to the representative of a great King ; but the proz 


test was answered, by Gazedee Khan informing him, that he 


could not allow him to proceed, till the Emperor’s pleasure should 


be known; and it was in this situation, that he learned, on 
the 28th November, that orders had been sent to Surat, to 
seize the property of the London Company, and the persons 


of their servants, till such time as the obligation for the security 


of the seas, given some years past, should be complied with = 


on the 2d December he was informed, that, at the recommen- 


dation of Gazedee Khan, the Phirmaunds would be granted, 


and a demand was made of a sum of money, for the interces- 
sion of this officer. : 

Affairs were in this situation on the 7th January 1701-2, 
and continued so till the 4th February, when the Ambassador 
was informed by Gazedee Khan, that he had received a letter 
and sword from the Emperor, for the King of England, with a 


promise, that the Phirmaunds should be sent, in a short time :— 


The Ambassador received the presents, and, at the same time, . 


passes for Surat, for which he set out on the 5th February. 


Rustum, the broker, was detained by the Emperor’s orders, 


but was directed by the Ambassador, not to sign any obligation, or 


give any farther sums of money, on account of the Embassy. ‘Sir 


William 
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Har. It. William Norris, at this time, promised to Gazedee Khan, that, 
170122. should the Phirmaunds be granted, (besides the two thousand 
three’ hundred gold mohurs which he had actually paid to 
hitn;) he should be farther remunerated with a lack and a 
half, and his brother, with twenty thousand rupees. 
It was not, however, till the 12th April 1702, that Sir- 
2w eS William Norris reached Surat, and, on the 18th, waited on the 
: “c; bew Governor, who had formerly been Treasurer (the old 
,., Governor and his son having been dismissed from their offices), 
a and obtained permission for Sir Nicholas Waite’to go out of the 
E Ars city, in which he had been confined since the Ambassador left 
the Court. On the 29th April, Sir William Norris embarked; 
with thirteen of his retinue, on board the Scipio, a Permission 
ship on the Separate Stock, and paid ten thousand rupees for 
his passage; Mr. Norris, his brother, and Secretary of the Em- 
bassy, with fourteen of the Ambassador’s suite, went on board . 
the China Merchant, one of the Company’s ships, the cargo of 
which amounted to sixty thousand rupees, on the Company’s 
account, and eighty seven thousand two hundred rupees, on Sir 
William Norris’s. This embarkation was effected; by giving a 
k bribe of three thousand rupees to the Governor, and two thousand 
to his principal officers. The terms on which the Ambassador 
and Consul separated, at the embarkation, may be collected, from 
Sir William Norris having declined to deliver to Sir Nicholas 
Waite, acopy of his diary or papers, though he gave up his ; 
horses, camels, oxen, and elephant, to be sold, on the Com- 
pany’s account. — re l l 
es On 


we 
g 
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On the 5th May 1702, the Scipio and China Merchant sailed AE 
for pulnd. and though it be anticipating events, which, in the 1701-2. 
order of the subject, ought to come into the Annals of the subse- 
quent season,, it is, perhaps, preferable to introduce the result 
of this voyage, which proyed as disastrous to the Ambassador, 
as unfortunate to the English Company. 

On the llith July 1702, Sir William Norris arrived at the Death of Sir 
Mauritius, where he found the China Merchant, haying on aise E 


leaves a nar- 


board his brother, Mr. Edward Norris, the Secretary of the rative, ex- 


7 r . plaining his 
Embassy, and the remainder of his retinue. On the 7th Sep- eae to ; 
2 KORE ME: L e King anı 
tember, the fleet, consisting of the Scipio, the China Merchant, Gourt of Di- 
` rectors, 


the Martha, the Rooke, and the Rising Sun,’ sailed from, the 
Mauritius, and on the 24th, the Scipio parted company. Sir 
William Norris was seized with a dysentery, and died on the 
10th October 1702, and the Scipio arrived at St. Helena on the 
31st of that month :—a few days before his death, the Ambas- 
sador directed Mr. Harlewyn, the Treasurer of the Embassy, 
(Mr. Mills, his private Secretary, having died on the 25th May) 
to convey.to the Court the following narrative of his conduct, 
as the only means which were now left, to vindicate his charac- 
ter, andto preserve to his memory that respect which, notwith- 
standing his misfortunes, he hoped he should have received, had 
he lived to explain the whole of his proceedings to his Sovereign, 
who had placed so important a negotiation in his hands, and to 
the, English Company, whose interests had been the rule of his 
zealous, though unsuccessful efforts; and, with the narratiye, 
transmitted copies of all letters, between himself and the Presi- 
You. II. 3 P dencies 
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CHAP. II. dencies in India, trusting they would afford sufficient evidence 


1701-2. of his faithful discharge of his duty. 


The substance of the narrative is, that Sir William Norris 
had refused granting the security required for trade against the 
pirates, particularly between Surat and Mocha, because this, in 
fact, would have been covering the principal part of the trade of 
both ports, in which the cargoes were not only valuable, but the 
riches of the pilgrims, annually proceeding to and from Mecca, 
so great, that it would have been impossible for the Company to 
liquidate such large demands :—that the Dutch, the principal 
rival of the English in the Surat trade, whose long experience 


had instructed them in the impossibility of complying with the 


‘Security Bonds extorted from them, had, two years before, sent 


a fleet of seven ships, and eight hundred men, to overawe the 


Governor of Surat into a compliance with their request, to be 


free from this obligation, but had failed in obtaining what they 


held to be of indispensable necessity to the continuance of their 
trade; and, that the London Company’s Bond having been 
extorted by force, was, therefore, invalid, by the Law of 


Nations, but if it had been recognized by the Ambassador, 


-ìt would haye become a public obligation, which it would have 


been impossible, on any future occasion, to evade or cancel. 
For these reasons, he deemed it necessary to offer the Mogul 


a Jack of rupees, conceiving the payment of this sum, to be 


‘preferable to the incalculable expences which would have been 


incurred, by accepting the Phirmaunds clogged with this ruin- 
ous condition. He, finally, prayed the Court, to disregard the 
| accusations 
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accusations which had been brought against Mr. Mill, whose CHAP. lr. 


memory, as well as his own, he trusted would not be tarnished by 1701-2. 


the slender evidence of two Natives against him; and concluded 
by recommending all the persons employed in the Embassy, to 
their favorable opinion and protection. 
In this manner terminated the second English ‘Babess to 
the Mogul, which, unlike the first, (or that of Sir Thomas Roe, 
in the reign of James I., which had one general object, or the 
establishing, commercial relations between Hindostan and Eng- 
land) had in view only, the subversion of the trade of the Lon- 
don Company, after it had existed for above a century, and 
establishing, on its ruins, the trade of a new, and unknown 
mercantile Association ; distinctions, as unwise and _impolitic in 
England, as they were unintelligible and disastrous in India. © 
: 3P2 | i 
(1)—Letters from Sir William Norris to the Presidency of Surat, 7th, 24th, and 
25th April, 15th May, 28th October, 4th, 11th, 14th, 25th, and 28th November, 2d, 
Order of 
Procession at the Ambassador's audience of the Emperor, 28th April 1701, No. 5868. 
Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat to Sir William Norris, 5th and 9th 
April, 5th, gth, 16th, 22d, 23d, and 27th May, 1st June, 18th, 19th, 21st, and 30th 


and 30th December 1701 ; 7th January, 8th and 16th February 1701-2. 


August, 2d, Sth, and 16th September, 19th and 27th November, Ist, 13th, and 27th 
Letter from Sir William 


December 1701, 7th January, and 4th February 1701-2. 


Norris to the Presidency of Masulipatam, 12th June 1701. Letters from the Presidency 
of Masulipatam, to Sir William Norris, 25th April, 12th May, 14th July, 15th, and 25th 


Letters 


August, 5th December 1701, 18th January, 4th, and 20th March 1701-2. 
from Sir William Norris to the Presidency of Hughly, 14th August, 3d September 17 
Letters from the Presidency of Hughly to the Court, 22d April, Sth and 19th ee 


1701,—— Letter from Mr. Mill, Secretary to Sir William: Norris, to the Court, 15th 


January 1701-2. Letter from Mr. Harlewyn, Treasurer to the Embassy, to the Court, 


dated St. Helena, 31st October 1702. 
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. © Itis painful, after reciting these melancholy events, to have 


-to describe the intemperate: opinions of the different Presidencies, 


reBUTLICE Sir conveyed ‘to the Court, both at the time when Sir William 


Nicholas 


Waite, onthe Norris left Surat, and subsequently to that event; but, as those 


failure of the 


Embassy. 


opinions are the grounds, in a great degree, upon which their 
commercial efforts proceeded, they require to be stated, to fill up 
the Annals of this season. 

In the review of the Embassy, it has already been observed,- 
that differences of opinion prevailed between the Ambassador 
and Sir Nicholas Waite, from his first outset from Surat to 
Court; and, more particularly, on his return and embarkation; 
—this difference is marked, not only in Sir Nicholas Waite’s 
detters to Sir Williani Norris, but in his dispatches to the Court. 

In the month of November 1701, when the Governor of 
Surat received the Mogul’s orders to seize on the London 
Company’s property and servants, and when Mr. Blower, 
Mr. Somaster, and Mr. Robinson, were imprisoned, and 
Sir John Gayer escaped to the Factory, and took arms for 
his defence, and when the Dutch were ordered to make sa- 
tisfaction for the losses by the piracies, which they refused, 
Sir Nicholas Waite kept at a distance from these oppressions, 
and endeavoured to prepossess Sir William Norris with the 
opinion, that the circumstances of the London Company were 
foreign to his mission:—it has, also, appeared, that Sir 
William Norris considered this event, as one which ulti- 
‘mately might affect the situation of the English Company’s 

servants, should he not prevail in obtaining the Phirmaunds. 
“ue, l This 


aada ea 
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This difference of opinion, on a general point, as soon as Sir CHAPLE. 
Nicholas Waite heard of the Ambassador having left the Mogul’s 1701 -2. 


Court; changed into an open accusation of the imprudence of 
his conduct, ‘as his passports were signed by an inferior officer ; 
an accuSation which, in the general ‘letter to the Court, 
from Surat, he strengthened, by a charge of disrespect. to. 
the Vizier, at Brampore, and to the Mogul’s. officers, at 
the camp, and inferred, that the Ambassador had: brought 
disgrace on the King and Company, by becoming:a prisoner,. 
after the Embassy had already cost s€80,000, but promised 
to endeavour to obtain the Phirmaunds, through the means of 
the broker, without the condition of Security-Bonds.__ 

Sir Nicholas Waite next accused Mr. Mill, the Ambassador’s 
private Secretary, of a secret connexion with the emissaries of 
the London Company, and gave it as his opinion, that the 
failure of the Embassy had been occasioned, not more by the 
absurdity of the Ambassadoyr’s insisting on European ceremonies, 
than by his Secretary’s breach of duty. This report concluded 
with stating, that Sir William Norris had received ample supplies 
to defray his charges, and was accompanied with the following 
account of the money which had been furnished to him, viz. by 
Surat, 364,000 rupees; by Masulipatam, 206,000 ; by Bengal, 
20,800; to. which was to be added, the expence of presents, 
estimated at 86,000 rupees :—It thus:appears, that the English 
Company had expended on. the| Embassy, the very large amount 


of 676,800 rupees, and’ that the Phirmaunds still remained 


to be purchased. 


Sir 
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CHAP. UI, .. .Sir Nicholas Waite next stated to the Court, that he 
1701-2. had obtained, for the investment, indigo and cloth to the 
amount of two Jacks of rupees, but.on account of the 
Mogul’s orders against the London Company and the Dutch, 
and the stop on trade, that the goods remained in the ware- 
houses, and could not be shipped for Europe ;—that he had 
made every commercial exertion, considering his small stock, 
and the heavy charges to which he had been exposed, and 
that the Europe goods which had heen sent to him were 
of bad quality, and ill-assorted;—besides, if commanders of 
ships should he permitted to bring out, on their own account,’ 
large stocks, in money and goods, or should have the ton- 
nage which was allowed them, enlarged, it would, in future, 
be impracticable to purchase an investment. From these 
circumstances, he submitted, that a large assortment of broad- 
cloth, iron guns, anchors, lead, sword-blades, cutlery, look- 
ing-glass, and glass-ware, should come on the ships. of the 
ensuing season ; but, in the eyent of an Union of the two Com- 
panies taking place, and, of course, only one concern, the 
proportion of Europe goods must necessarily be doubled: in 
this event, also, he submitted, that it would be expedient 
to form Factories at Scindy and Bussorah, but, by no means, 
to establish one, either at Mocha, or on the African Coast, 
as it would be more safe to have a ship, of about three hun- 


dred tons, occasionally trading between those ports and Surat, 
i j be d than 


te 


t CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


479 


than to depend on Factories, exposed to hazard from the cha- CHAP.mt. 


racter of the Natives. 

Though reference has been made, in the account of the 
Embassy, to the opinions of Consul Pitt and his Council at Ma- 
SULIPATAM, on the improvident measures of the Ambassador, 
in relinquishing the principal object of his mission, by insisting 
on European ceremonials being allowed to his'rank, in a Court 
in which they were not understood, there does not occur, in 
the communications of this Presidency to the Court, the same 
animosity, on this occasion, as at Surat :—it is mentioned, 
only, that in June 1701, Consul Pitt had supplied the Ambas- 
sador with fifty thousand rupees, though the expences of ex- 
change had amounted to twenty per cent., and that he had 
been obliged to take goods from the ship Streatham, con- 
signed to Bengal, to enable him to purchase’ the investment 
for Europe. . 

The countries on the Coromandel Coast, from which 
the goods were procured, Consul Pitt described, as exposed 
to constant depredations, by the contending armies of the 
Mogul and Hindoo Chiefs, particularly after the orders arrived, 
for obliging the London Company to comply with the Security- 
Bonds extorted at Surat; Madras had been blockaded by 

Doud 


(1)—Letters (general) from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, Ist May, 


27th October, 1st November, 5th, 8th, and 31st December 1701,-26th January, 23d 
Correspondence between Sir 


February, 5th March 1701-2, 2d and 5th May 1702. 


William Norris and Sir Nicholas Waite, above referred to. Letter from the Presidency 


of Surat to the Presidency of Masulipatam, 13th October 1701.—— Letters from the 
Presidency of Surat to the Presidency of Hughly, 29th April, and 23d June 1701. 
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CHAP. III. Doud Khan, who had orders to demolish it, and make the Lon- 


1701-2. don Company’s servants, prisoners, their Factories had been 


withdrawn from Masulipatam and Madapollam, and the Dutch 
trade stopped at Golcondah, an order haying been issued to 
them, to remove from their forts. 

Though the English Company’s servants had been allowed 
to carry on their trade without interruption, they were con- 
stantly exposed to heavy charges, by the frequent removal of the 
Mogul’s Governors and ofticers, and obliged to make presents to 
‘each of them, particularly to ‘“‘ Rustandal- Khan,” the new 
‘Governor of Masulipatam; but dusticks, or passes, for free 
trade had been procured :—as a security, however, they had 
finished a strong house at Madapollam, and erected a wall round 
it, where they were making preparations for building a mint, 
‘and two large warehouses ; but, hitherto, they had not been able 
to engage in their civil service, any of the London Company’s 
people, and therefore required a supply -from England, and an 
officer and a few soldiers, for the protection of their houses, at 
Masulipatam and :‘Madapollam. 

‘The only commercial information, this season, is, that, 
“to complete the investment, the Consul and Council had been 
‘obliged to borrow ten’ thousand pagodas, at.ten per cent., and 
‘had dispatched the Streatham to Europe, with an investment 


-estimated at 619,900 rupees.) 
Though 


(1)—Letters (general) from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to the Court, 5th 
Letters from the Presidency of Masulipatam to 
the 


“October 1701, 20th February 1701-2, 
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Though:Sir Edward Littleton and his: Council, at Hueaty, CHARN. 
‘blamed the conduct of Sir William Norris; as imprudent «and 1701-2. 
; À i X 3 pey s i Report of Sir 
expensive, they did not (notwithstanding the inconveniente to Rdward: Lie 


A 3 tleton on the 
which the advances they had made him exposed the Com- samesubject, . 


A A A and on the 
pany’s credit and trade,) consider the failure of the Embassy, trade in Ben- 


to be disastrous to their particular Settlement, till. the’ order Ss 
came from the Mogul, for seizing the property and: seryants oof 
the London Company :—this order was so far carried into | effect, 
that the London Company’s servants, and those of the Dutch, 
had been seized at Patna; a violence which had alarmed the 
Europeans, in general, as the London Company’s: servants, 
the Dutch, and the French, were preparing to resist :—Hughly, 
also, .was threatened, and, contrary to the practice at Surat, 
the English Company’s servants, as they described it, ‘* for fear 
“© of the worst,” were preparing to assist in the defence of those 
of the London Company. 

Comparing the situation of the two Companies, at this 
time, Sir Edward Littleton described the servants of the 
London Company as asserting, in contradiction to his authority, 
<t that their. Charter wasias good as ever,” —that they had plenty 
of men and arms, while the English Company had neither the 
one, nor the other; and that. he had it not in his power ` 
to maintain his rights, by any, other means than by protests ; 

—that besides this evil, the commanders! of the English 


VOL. III. , 3 Q Company’s 


the President of Surat, 22d May, 13th June, 14th July 1701, 14th January, 2d and 20th 
March 1701-2. 
‘Hughly, 14th July 1701. 


Letter from the Presidency of Masulipatam to the Presidency of 
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CHAP. ni. Company’s ships seemed to be more in the interest of: the London 
170-2. Company, than in that of their.employers ; and. that the high 
encouragement which the London Company afforded to pilots, 
beyoud what he was authorized to do, gave to them:a manifest 
superiority in the dispatch. of their shipping. Under these 
hardships,“ Sir Edward Littleton purchased the renewal of 
the Princes Nishin for trade, till a Phirmaund could be ob- 
tained ; and asa new Duan was appointed, he would apply 
to him for a Perwannah for free trade, which would enable him 
‘to continue his efforts, should the Phirmaund not be granted: 
‘but he submitted, that an experiment should :be made. for 
opening a trade between Bengal and Acheen;:for which an 
additional stock of £30,000 would be required. 

The ship London, however, had been dispatched for 
England, with an investment estimated at 635,850 rupees, 
being the richest ship sent from Bengal, this. season; and, 
subsequently, the ship Somers, with an investment. estimated 
at six lacks of rupees. In the stock of next season, the Presi- 
dency requested that no farther supply: of  broad=cloth might 

be sent, as that which was on hand was not vendible. X avs: 
Failure of the If, in former years, the Company’s Agents: had» obtained 


projected es- 


tablishment = ` > (C ; vis ela Ai: ; 
ea: grants for Cuusan, in Cuna, the prospect, ini this season, 


Gira of establishing a trade, however valuable, at the ports of 
that Empire, was ‘disappearing, from the evasions’ of the 
Governor and his officers ;—it, therefore, the Court, should 

be 

(1)—Letters (generai) from the Presidency of Hugbly to the Court, 29th December 

“4701, 27th January and 3d February 1701-2.—— Letters from the Presidency of Bengal 
to the Presidency of Surat, 4th April 1701, and 7th March 1701-2, 
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be anticipating great profits: from Chinese imports,’ or-had-sent 


out considerable equipments and ‘stock; again to try the practi- _ 


cability. of the trade, they would be disappointed ‘in every thing, 
but voyages of experiment. From Chusan, a direct trade to 
Japan could not be attempted; because the Chinese would oppose 
every obstacle to it; and as a-Settlement-on Puro CONDORE. 
had been projected, as a better method of forming an inter- 
course with China, “by giving an independent power to the 
officer commanding at this Island to retaliate, in case of. a 
seizure of the Company’s property, or the persons of their 
servants, a similar experiment was, in this season,’ recommended, 
or the forming a Settlement at Correa, an intermediate station 
between China and Japan, which might become a depét for 
the produce of both, and a place of safety, from which the 
trade might pass to India, or to Europe. j i 

As the season advanced, the situation of the ais 
servants at Chusan became perilous, an order having arrived 
from the Emperor, to quit that port, leaving them, only; asa 
last resource, to bribe the Governor, and his principal officers, 
for permission to remain, till the arrival of the next ships ;— 
meantime, they dispatched the Sarah Galley, with a cargo for 


Europe, estimated at 87,100 tale. i 


+ In the East, it was thus found, that bribes. afforded ple a 


momentary security, for though the one referred to, had been 
given, the President and Council were ordered to quit Chusan, 
and so short a time allowed them, that a great quantity of the 
Company’s stores was left as plunder to the Chinese.. 

3°Q? 2S" b8 baa yasat ds From 
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CHAP. lll. From Chusan, the President and Council sailed to Batavia,: 
1701-2. where they arrived on the 9th March 1701-2, and obtained 
permission from the Governor to remain,, till the arrival of ships. 

from Bengal, or England. tee 
Such was the result of the experiment of the English Com- 


pany, for opening a. trade at Chusan, and the circumstances: 
under which the Court were placed, at the time when they were 


p | uncertain of the success, or failure, of the projected establish- 
ment at Pulo Condore® 
aoe a ~ ()Tetters from President Catchpoole and Council at Chusan to the Court, 19th 
November 1701, and 1st February 1701-2,—— from Batavia, 13th March 1701-2. 
0-20 taqied 1D i he 
i f TOR ; 


PLES.) pe FIO tad 27> 


k why’ argi t 


í Pogay PRAT pd iets io. Seu But dD is © Í 
= Jew? Roaciorubipua:deoloi o ih? ee 


E baion Yas oduidd silater dae) ws bus- -cms fuud 


t 
i 
| 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 
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LONDON COMPANY. 
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Ir the Annals of the preceding season furnished the basis, 
as well as the general terms, upon which the Union of the 
London and English Companies was settled, those of this 
season will exhibit the series of public Deeds, by which this 
most important event in Indian affairs was accomplished. The 
Agreement between the Committees of Seven, on the part of 
each Company, had, hitherto, only induced the General Courts 
of the two Companies to come to the resolution of uniting, and 
to enter into an obligation, that each should wind up their 
affairs, at home and abroad, by making exact accounts of 
their Dead Stock, that, at the expiration of seven years, the 
whole concern might proceed on one great Joint Stock; but the 
legal steps, required to give effect to this resolution, remained 


to be settled. We have now to trace and examine the Deeds, 


CHAP. III. 
\— 
1702-3: 


Preliminary 
measures 
adopted by 
the two In- 
dia Compa- 
nies for com- 
pleting the 
Union, 


to which not only the London and the English Companies: 


were parties, but the Queen, who was, by her authority, to 
render the Act of Union legal. 

The measures for conducting the trade, at the opening of 
the season, required the fullest consideration of the Directors of 
both Companies; and that there might not be any ground: 

of 
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CHAP.III. of reciprocal complaint, it was, in the first instance, settled, 
1702-3. that the equipments of the two Companies should remain under 
the management of their respective Directors. By a preliminary 
Deed, therefore, signed and sealed by the Managers for both 
Companies, and dated the 22d July 1702, it was agreed, that 
the London Company’s ships, the Howland, Regard, and 
Gloucester, and the English Company’s ships, the Mary and 
‘Katherine, and the Samuel and Anna, should continue for the 


separate account of their freighters. 


The Inden- eis ground being taken, an Indenture Tripartite, between 
tite, al the Queen and the two East-India Companies, dated the 22d 
ure the July 1702, passed under the Great Seal of England, which, in 
ne, cms the correspondence of the Court with their foreign Presidencies, 
Charter of they described, as their “ CHARTER or Union.” By this Decd 


oe it was settled, that the London Company should purchase as 
much of the stock of the English Company, at par, as would 
yest in each, an equal proportion of. the £2,000,000, for the 
advance of which to Government, the Charter had been origi- 
nally granted to the English Company. The interests of, the 
London and English Companies, and Separate Traders, were, as 
ak » follows: ~i | 
The London’ Company’s Subscription IR RIE £315,000 
English Company’s NAESTU ON gijon 1,662,000 
Separate Traders’ Subscription.......... i, box, 0 23,000 
| 2,000,000 
By 
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By this Agreement, the interests.of the two Companies were CHAP. III. 
fixed, as follows :— ; eee: 1702-3. 


Purchase of stock rae the London Company. 
£673,000, in addition to their former stock, 


making their share together. ee ee a ee £988,500 
English Company’s Proportion....... ....... dyes «Sy 988,500 
Separate Traders’ Proportion ......,.....+.- yOu 23, 000 
sees 000,000 


Having thus settled the mutual interests of the two Cone Trade. to be 
panies, as far as regarded their respective stocks, in such. a NRE 
manner as to render their proportions equal, it was, in explana- the Charter 
tion, decided, that, in future, the trade to India should be lish ‘Gompa. 


carried on, for Seven Years,- on the two United Stocks, in the ay" 
name of the English Company, as, thereby, the privileges granted 
by the Charters of both Companies, and the Act of Parliament, 
would be best preserved, but the London Company were to have 
an equal management of the trade. 

The principal difficulty of adjusting the respective, interests sof Estimate of 


the value of 


the two Companies, at home, being thus remoyed, estimates were eoee ie 


made of the Dead Stock of both Companies, that i is, forts, facto- Te Compii 
ries, buildings, &c., as distinguished from money, ships, or mer- 
chandize :—the Dead Stock of the London Company. was valued 

at £330,000, and that of the English Company, at £70, 000. 

the English Company, therefore, were to pay £130 ,000 to the 

London Company, so as to make up 200,000, for their moiety of 

the whole Dead Stock, estimated at £400,000, and intended to 


become 


/ 
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CHAP. III. become an additional-stock on the Joint Account ;—the London 


1702-3. Company were to retain the use of their Dead Stock, at home, 


(that is their house and warehouses) during seven years, and, 
after that term, they were to go to the United Company :— 
During this period, also, each Company was to hold their distinct 


Courts, and: might raise money, either for their respective shares 


of the United Trade, for their separate affairs, or for paying their 


separate debts; but all debts, contracted for the Joint Trade, were 
to be paid out of the United Company’s stock :—each Company, 
forthwith, were to bring home their separate estates, and make 
dividends to their respective Proprietors, after which, neither 
Company were to send out ships, bullion, or goods, on their 
separate account. 

_ A Court of Twenty-Four Managers was appointed, twelve 
to be chosen from each Company, for carrying on the trade, 
and to act according to such rules as might be settled by the 
General Courts of both Companies, empowered to make Bye- 
Laws for the United Trade :—each Company were to furnish an 
equal part of the stock for the United Trade, and to export one- 
tenth of their cargoes, in goods, of the growth, or manufacture, 
of England, but no transaction on the Joint Trade was to be 
adopted, without the concurrence of both Companies, the 
General Courts of which, and the Court of Managers, were 
to have the sole government of all their forts, factories, &c. 
in India, and to appoint Goyernors and officers, with powers to 
build forts, &e., and to raise, train, and muster a military 

| j: force, 
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force, for ‘defence of the same, and with authority to coin CHAP. IL 
foreign money in India. l 1702-3. 


The London Company were to convey, with the Queen’s The Com- 

pany, after 

the expira- 

z: z — tion of seven 

Company, and resign their Charters to the Queen, in two months years, Ate a 
sume the title 


after the expiration of the seven years, and thenceforward the Ct abe 
nite 


Charter of the English Company (1698) was to be considered p SEERA 


that of both, and the two East-India Companies were to take < Eas 


the name, in future, of “ Tar Unirep Company or MEr- « the Ren.” 


licence, the Islands of Bombay and St. Helena to the English 


€ CHANTS or ENGLAND TRADING TO THE East-Inpr8s,” EE | 


whose affairs were to be conducted by their own Directors, 
agreeably to the Charter of the 10th of King William. © — , 


This Deed having settled the respective interests of the two Specification 
of Dead Stock 


Companies, at home, and haying also ascertained the estimated a the two 
ompanies, 


value of their Dead Stock, at home and abroad, was followed, on y ham 

4 ure uin- 
the same day, by what was termed a Quinque-Partite Indenture que-Partite. 
of Conveyance of the Dead Stock of the two East-India Com- 


panies :—this Indenture was made between the London Company, 


of the First part ; the English Company, of the Second part; Sir 
Jeremy Sambrooke, Trustee of the London Company’s freehold 
warehouses in Great St Helen’s, London, of the Third part; ‘Sir 
Thomas Davall, and others, Trustees of the London Company’s 
leasehold warehouses, in Great St. Helen’s, of the Fourth part, 
and Sir James Bateman, and others, Trustees for the English 
Company, of the Fifth part:—the object of this Deed was to 

VOL. III. 3 R ascertain 


(1)—Indenture Tripartite, between the Queen and the two Companies, dated 22d July 
1702, (Printed Collection of Charters, page 243.) 
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. ascertain the Dead ‘Stock of each Company, that it might 


pass to. the United Company, at the termination of the seven ° 


years, in the manner specified in the Indenture Tripartite, 
above recited; and, besides its legal form, it is an interesting 
document, affording a view of the Settlements of both Companies, 
to which each had a complete right, which, subsequently, passed 
to the United East-India Company. By this Deed, the London 
Company agreed to transfer the Charters, by which they held 
the Islands of Bombay and St. HELENA, tothe English Com- 
pany, in consideration of £200,000 credit in the United Trade, 
and the sum of £130,000. paid to them, in money, and also 
their rights to all their several Forts and Factories, within the 
limits of their Charter, in the East-Indies, of which the following 
is an enumeration, viz. the Factories depending on the Presidency 
of Bombay; or Surat, Swarty, Broacu, AHMEDABAD, 
AGRA, and Lucknow :—on the Marasar Coast; the Forts 
and Factories of CARWAR, TELLICHERRY, AxJENGO, and CALI- 
cuT:—in Persia; the Factories of Gomproon, SHIRAZ, and 
Ispauan, with the yearly rent of one thousand tomands, or 
£3,333. 6s. 8d., paid by the Sophi of Persia, at Gombroon : 
—the Factories on the Coast or COROMANDEL, GINGEE, and 
Orxa, depending on the Presidency of Forr Sr. GEORGE; or 
Forr Sr. GEORGE, and the City of Mapras, Fort Sr. Davin, 
Cuppatorr, Porro Novo, Prrrrrotrr, Masurirpatam, Ma- 


DAPOLLAM, and VizaGapaTamM, and, connected with them,’ the 


Settlements on the Island of Sumarra ; or York Fort, BEN- 


COOLEN, ÎNDRAPORE, TryaMoNG, SILLEBAR, and the stations 
| dependent 


oO Oe a 
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dependent on Bencoolen ; and also the Factory of Tonquin, in CHAP. IL. 
Cocuin Cuina :—the Factories dependent on the Presidency of 1702-3. 


Forr Wiiiiam; or Fort WILLIAM, CHUTANUTTEE, BALLA- 
SORE, CossimBuzaAR, Dacca, Hucury, Marpa, RAJAHMAHL, 
and Patna, with all their claims or title to Banram, or any 
other Settlements they might have had, in the SourHrrN SEAS, 
and all the stores and ammunition belonging to the said Forts or 
Factories, respectively, and comprehending all the rents and 
customs arising from those Settlements, and all the grants, or 
Phirmaunds, by which the same were sold to them :—this trans- 
fer, also, included their warehouses in Lonpon, and their house 
in LEADENHALL-STREET. 

The English Company, on the other hand, declared to the 
London Company, that the following Settlements constituted 
their Dead Stock, for which they were to be allowed 70,000 
in the United Stock, viz. the Factories at Surat, in the Bay 
or Bencar, at Masutipatam, Mapaporzam, on the Island 
of Bornzo, and on the Island of Puto Conporz, with the 
stores and ammunition belonging to each, and all of them; and 
it was, in explanation, mutually covenanted, that both Com- 
panies should enjoy the respective profits, and pay the respective 
_charges, of all their Settlements, to the date of this Deed, or the 
22d July. 1702. 

The gencral recommendation of the Court of Committees, of 
adopting conciliatory measures, with respect to the servants of the 

3 R2 English 
(1)—Indenture Quinque-Partite, of Conveyance of the Dead Stock of the Two East- 
< India Companies, dated 22d July 1702, (Printed Collection of Charters, page 316.) 
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English’ Company, was the only . practicable measure which 
could haye been adopted, previously to the settlement which 
the preceding Deeds had rendered legal; but when the Deeds, 
themselves, assumed this aspect, and when opposition, at home, 
between the Directors of the two Companies, would have been 
illegal, it was settled, that, for a time, a separate jurisdiction 
should be exercised over their foreign servants, that each might 
wind up their affairs, and bring the whole, as one common con- 
cern, under the Court of Managers. 

We shall, however, soon discover, that it was easier, not- 
withstanding the remaining jealousies and opposed interests, 
to prescribe general rules, and even to observe them, at home, 
than it was for their servants, abroad, to depart, at once, from 
an opposition of interests, which had wrought itself up into. 
animosity, and, in some instances, to revenge. 

The general principle, at home, was to proceed on the 
estimates which had been made of the Dead Stocks, to nar- 
row in the separate commercial adventures, but to keep the 
accounts of them distinct, to the 22d July 1702; and as this 
order could not reach India, in time to accomodate practice to 
this principle, the only general order which could be given was, 
that, subsequently to that date, their Presidencies were to observe, 
that all trade was to proceed on the General Stock, and 
to be directed by the orders of the Court of Managers, except 
such property as was already contracted for, or afloat, and 
which, therefore, must be paid for, on the Separate Accounts ; 


this order was, in the first instance, directed to be the rule 
of 
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of proceeding at Surat, at Bompay; and at their dependen- 
cies, and.also, in Prrsta, as far as the English Company 
had interfered with the trade or rights of the London Company. 
Aware of the risks and dangers to which trade had been 
exposed, by the compensations required for the depredations 
committed on the Mogul’s subjects, by the pirates, the Court of 
Managers applied to the Queen, to have two men of war sent 
to India, for their final suppression. This request was acceded to, 
and the Severn and Scarborough men of war equipped for that 
service, and Captain Richards (who had been in the service of 
the London Company) appointed Commodore :—His instructions 
from the Admiralty were, to go to Madagascar, and the Island 
of St. Mary’s, thence to Attongal Bay, Assada Bay, Mohelia, 
and Johanna, thence to Mocha, and to convoy the Mocha fleet 
to Surat, where he was to consult with the General what was to 
be done farther, for suppressing the pirates. One of the ships 
was to cruise between Calicut, and Dunderee Point, in Ceylon, 
till February 1702-3, and the other, in the Straits of Malacca, 
to meet the homeward-bound China ships, and convoy them to 
the Coast and Surat, and thence return, by Madagascar, to Eng- 

land. | 
The Court hoped, that this measure would counteract the mis- 
representations to the Mogul Government, which Sir Nicholas 
Waite had so improperly made, that the London Company had: 
been secretly connected with the pirates, and would enable 
Sir John Gayer, and President Colt, to settle their accounts with 
their 
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their brokers, in such a manner as to wind up the London 
Company’s separate affairs, and to recover from the Mogul 
Government, the large amounts which had been paid, as 
compensations for the losses which the Native Merchants had 
sustained. The application for these sums was to proceed on the 
instructions which the commanders of the King’s ships had re- 
ceived, to convoy the Mocha ships to Surat, in safety :—To 
preclude all pretexts to superior authority by Sir Nicholas Waite, 
the Court intimated to Sir John Gayer, that as the Consular 


-powers had already been withdrawn from Sir Edward Littleton, 


and Mr. Jobn Pitt, they had applied, and would insist, that 
Sir Nicholas Waite should be deprived of this authority. 

By the preliminary Deed to the two Indentures, the equip- 
ments of the two Companies, for this season, had been settled, 
and, of course, the stock of each, intimated to their respective 
Presidencies :—each, also, received orders to communicate the 
event of the Union to the other; and it was enjoined to both, to 
lay aside all opposition, and to forward the reciprocal views of 
the two Companies, for lowering the prices of Indian commodi- 
ties, and disposing, without riyalship, of the Europe goods 
remaining in the warehouses. 

The Court,however, were satisfied, that this information, 
and these instructions, might occasion apprehensions in the minds 
of the General, and President and Council, at Surat, that, by 
the Union, their powers and emoluments would be affected, and, 
consequently, their motives for exertion, in executing the orders 
for conciliation and for mutual commercial aid, be weakened ; as 


an 
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an encouragement, therefore, the Court gave assurances, that CHAPA 
notwithstanding the agreement between the two Companies, 1702-3. 
their General, President, Council, and servants, were to hold 
their situations and allowances, till next year’s investments ; after 
which they would employ their utmost influence with the Court 
of Managers, that the ranks of the servants of the London Com- 
pany should be confirmed to them ; and, therefore, trusted that 
they would continue to exert themselves, with the same activity 
and probity which they had hitherto done, with the fullest appro- 
bation, and that their future situations. would be such as would 
enable them to serve the Company, under the advantages which 
must result from undivided authority and influence. 0) 
Similar information, instructions, and promises of protec- 
tection, were given to the Agents, Councils, and servants in 
Persia. © 
There could not, from the progress and completion of the General in- 
Union, beyond the communication of these events, occur any, President Fitt 
but local instructions to the President and Council at Fort Sr. S*orse- 
GerorGE, with a repetition. of the Court’s assurances to President 
Pitt and their servants, that they would use their utmost influence 
with the Court of Managers, to continue them in their rank 
and emoluments, after the 22d July, when the whole business 


would 


(1)—Letters from the. Court’ of Directors & the London Company to the General, Pre- 
sident and Council at Bombay and Surat,. 26th July, 4th August 1702, 23d March 1702-3,. 
and 27th March 1703. 

(2)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the London Company to the Agents and: 
Councils in Persia, 4th August 1702. 
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would come under the administration of that Court :—There is, 
however, a peculiarity in the orders, for taking an inventory of 
the Dead Stock of the two Companies, which could not enter 
into the orders to Surat, at which neither Company had any 
thing but a Factory, or house of trade ;—at Fort St. George, 
the London Company had distinct and fortified stations, 
which were to be made over to the English Company, the 
value of which had been estimated in the Deed of Union, 
and, of course, it became prudent, in point of form, that 
the foundations of this estimate- might be ascertained, to 
the general satisfaction of the Proprietors of both Stocks; it 
was, therefore, recommended, that the President and Council of 
the English Company should, on receiving the dispatches, repair 
to Madras, and be present at taking. the inventory of the stock 
and effects of the London Company, and that one of the 
Members of Council, of the London Company, should accompany 
them back to Masulipatam and Madapollam, and be present 
when the inyentory of the English Company’s stock and effects 
should be made up. It was the general wish of both Compa- 
nies, that the progress of the Union might not be prolonged for 
the term of seven years, but accomplished, as soon as might be 
practicable ; President Pitt was, therefore, instructed to bring 
in, and adjust all accounts, and obtain payment of all outstanding 
debts, without delay; it being explained, that, subsequently to 
the 22d July, all the servants of the London Company, who 
might be taken into the service of the Court of Managers, were, 


from 
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from that day, to be paid by them; but, that no person was CHA 
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to be employed, who should not previously clear his accounts, 1702-3. 


and punctually discharge his duty; and any person who might 
not be entertained in the United Service, was to have permission 
to remain in India, as a Free Merchant. It was, also, ex- 
plained, that the revenues of Madras, Fort St. David, &c., 
were to be applied, after that day, to the United Trade, after 
which the military and garrison charges, and those of the ship- 
ping, were, also, to go to the United Trade; but, all arrears of 
revenue, up to that day, were to remain the property of the 
London Company :—in the first instance, however, all goods, 
not included under. the Dead Stock, were to be turned into 
money, without delay, and invested in Coast goods, on the 
London Company’s separate account. 

At the close of this season, it appears, that such was the 
impression of President Thomas Pitt’s merit, that the Court 
of Managers unanimously appointed him to be President and 
Governor of Fort St. George, in consideration of the opposition 
which he had given, while it was his duty, to the English Com- 
pany, and of his having (notwithstanding his relationship to 
Consul John Pitt) proved himself superior to every motive, but a 
sense of character; but, they explained to him, that they had 
been obliged to consent, for reasons of policy, that Mr. John 
Pitt should be appointed Governor of Fort St. David, with an 
independent power in civil and military affairs, and, eventually, 


to succeed to the government of Fort St. George, but to be 


VOL. III. 3S subordinate 
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CHAP. III. subordinate to him, and his Council, in all matters regarding 
A a” 


1702-3. trade and investments. ®© 


Instructions From the period at which the London Company had been 


for Bencoo- 
len, now de- excluded, by the Dutch, from Bantam, and the pepper trade on 


pendent of the Island of Jaya, it has appeared, that they directed their 
George. attention to obtain, from the Island of Sumatra, this staple of 
Indian produce, and that they had fixed a station at Bencoouzn, 
and expended large sums in forming this Settlement ;—it has 
also appeared, that the English Company, excluded from Java, 
and from Sumatra, were convinced of the importance of 
obtaining pepper, and had attempted to draw it from an esta- 
blishment on Borneo, and to connect that station with their 
speculations in the Indian and China trade ;—there could exist, 
therefore, no difficulty in transferring Bencoolen, and its depen- 
dencies, from the London to the United Company, as the English 
Company had neither trade nor claims -on it :—after, therefore, 
intimating to their Agent and Council at Bencoolen, the event of 
the Union, and that the servants of the London Company were 
continued in their stations, by the Court of Managers, they 
informed them, that, for the future, the Factory at Bencoolen 
was to be independent of Fort St. George ;—meantime, they 
were to take an exact account of the pepper on hand, which wa 


to be disposed of, and the proceeds carried to the London Com- 


pany’s account. 


As 


(1) —Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 4th 
August 1702, 5th, 19th, and 23d March 1702-3, Letter from the Court to President 
Pitt (private) 10th March 1702, 
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As a separate instruction, the Agent at Bencoolen was to CHAP. Ill. 
encourage the Malays to cultivate white pepper; but, as the 1702-3. 
growth of cotton had abridged the pepper plantations, no farther 
aid was to be given to the cultivators of cotton :—in general, he 
was to conciliate the Native Chiefs, as much as possible, and to 
direct his attention to the acquiring a knowledge of the methods 
employed by the Dutch, in the growth of pepper :—To lessen 
the charges, a common table was to be kept, for all their civil 
servants, instead of paying them board-wages. 

The Court, in their dispatches. to the Presidency of Ben- erases 
GAL, recited the event of the Union, in the same terms as trans- Seas 
mitted to Bombay and Fort St. George, and with corresponding 
directions respecting their Dead Stock, that it might pass, after 
the 22d July 1702, to the United Company, which, after that 
date, were to defray all charges :—for this reason, similar 
orders were issued, for winding up their affairs, and bringing the 
Quick Stock, after payment of their debts, to the account of the 
London Company, and vesting the proceeds, this season, in 
such goods as did not make a part of the English, or 
United Company’s cargoes; the remainder to be applied to the 
purchase of raw-silks, cotton-yarn, fine muslins, and, particu- 
larly, saltpetre. 

From the change of circumstances in England, and the 
termination of all motives to obtain new privileges, presents 

35 2 to 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the London Company to the Agent andi 
Council at Bencoolen, 30th July, 4th August 1702, and 26th February 1702-3. 
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‘CHAP. to the Native Princes, or Governors, were to be avoided, till 
1702-3. after the 22d July 1702, because, whatever might he necessary, 
after that date, was to be paid by the United Stock; to which, 


also, were to be assigned the revenues and garrison charges, 
which were to be settled by the London Company, to that. day. 
In this transfer, care was to be taken, by the servants of both 
Companies, to keep the amount of the revenues secret, as, 
otherwise, it would have the effect of encouraging the Native 
Governors to make new and heavy exactions. 
The Court, in the first part of their cortespondencé; this 
season, after expressing their approbation of the conduct of Presi- 
dent Beard and their servants, promised to employ their influence 
to have their rank and emoluments confirmed; but, it appears, 
that the Court of Managers were equally divided on this subject, 
and that the only expedient, which could be devised, was, to defer 
the appointment of a President for one year, and to order the 
business of the United Trade to be carried on by a Committec, 
composed of the four Senior Members of the Councils of both 
Companies, of which the first Member of each (Mr. Halsey 
and Mr. Hedges) was to be the alternate weekly President ; 
but, that all due respect should be paid to Mr. Beard and Sir 
Edward Littleton (no longer vested with Consular authority) 
who were, during this year, to direct their attention to wind 
_ up the separate affairs of each Company :—the residence of the | 
Council of both Companies was to be, in future, at CALCUTTA, 
as being a place of greater security than Hughly, and under the 
o cion of Fort Mlan me, resolution, regarding the 
administration 


a 
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administration of their affairs, the Court explained to have CHAP.AMt 
proceeded from the English Company haying declared, that the 1702-3. 
greater part of their investments would, for the future, be in 

Bengal goods. 

By the Deed of Union, the Island of Sr. Herexa had Sasa es 
been transferred. to the United Company, though it had vores St. 
not been. open to the English Company, except in the pre- 
ceding year,- when recommendations of civility to the com- 


manders of their vessels, were given to the Governor; and, 


in this season, it only occurs, that Governor Poirier, and his 
Council, were continued by the United Company. in their te- 
spective. stations; with an instruction, in future, to avoid 
all disputes, to discharge their duties with unanimity, and, 
in particular, to make up an exact inventory of every thing- 


belonging to the London : Company, under the head of Dead 


Ae TL STE TE A er 


Stock, and to adjust all accounts and charges, previously to the 
22d July 1702, as, from that day, all expences were to be borne 
by the United Stock. 


A 


` 


The circumstances of the London Company’s Settlements, Embarrassed 
situation of 


connected with Bompay, continued to be embarrassing, from the eee 


prospect 
(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors to the President and Council in Bengal, 4th 
August 1702, and 26th February 1702-3, id 


(2)—Letters from the Court of Directors to the Governor and Council of the Island 
of St. Helena, 4th August 1702, and 26th February 1702-3. 
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CHAP. II. prospect of a civil war in the Mogul Empire, on the death of 
1702-3. Aurungzebe :—that Emperor was, however, still able to keep 


and the Pre A > > 4 
sident at Su- the field, and his armies were continually engaged against the 


breaking ont Hindoo Chiefs, who were preparing for action, as soon as the 
AA prs war for the Succession should become the signal for revolt, that s 
civil war. they might re-assert their independence, or repel the forces 
of any of the powers who might be employed on the confines 
of their dominions. This public uncertainty exposed the 
Europeans to constant alarm, by the reports which daily were 
spread, of the Emperor’s sickness and death. 
Bombay, the asylum of the London Company’s servants 
and trade, was, from the preceding causes, constantly menaced 
with invasion, by the Siddee and the Mahrattas; and the Go- 
vernor had been obliged to enlist an additional number of 
Topasses, to strengthen the Garrison, and to procure seamen from 
the Company’s ships, to man the little fleet he had to oppose to 
either :—the safety of the Island, however, was threatened, 
not only by the Indian Powers, but by the Portuguese, who 
were obstructing the transport of provisions required by the 
garrison and inhabitants, and giving secret assistance to the 
Mabhrattas, at the very time, when the Mogul’s army had taken 
several of the Hindoo castles, and were besieging ‘‘ Singarr,” 
within five days’ march of Bombay. As if these difficulties had 
not been sufficient to create alarm, the plague broke out in the 
Island, carried off some hundreds of the Natives, and reduced 
the Europeans to the small number of seventy-six men :— 
this calamity was followed by a storm, which destroyed the 
produce 
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produce of the Island, and wrecked the greatest part of the OBAR: uI, 
shipping by which it was protected, 1702-3. 

While Bombay was in this state of insecurity, Sir John 
Gayer and President Colt, though relieved from actual im- 
prisonment, were watched by the Governor of Surat, and the 
embargo continued; trade, therefore, was dull, even to the 
French and Dutch Companies, and the only means of obtaining 
an investment for the Company’s ships, was by bribes to the 
Native Officers to allow partial purchases, the payments for 
which became difficult, from the Shroffs haying, by their in- 
fluence, been able to prevent the coinage in the mint, though 
permission, to this effect, had frequently been promised by the 
Governor. 

Such was the situation of affairs, when the first accounts 
arrived of the Union of the two Companies :—Sir Nicholas 
Waite intimated this event, in a formal manner, to Sir John 
Gayer, and he, with equal formality, notified it to the Consul, 
each professing readiness to adopt measures for mutual interest, 
in obedience to orders, but neither reposing confidence in the 
professions of the other. 

The garrisons of Forr St. Grorce, and Fort St. Davin, President 


Pitt’s favora- 


continued nearly under the same circumstances with those de- ble report on 
the state of 


scribed in the preceding year:—by the active and spirited mea- trade on vie 
oromande, 


sures Coast. 


(1)—Letters from the General, President, and Council at Bombay and Surat to the 
Court, 5th and 13th May, Ist December 1702, 19th January, 9th and 24th February 
Correspondence between Sir John Gayer and Sir Nicholas Waite, 5th and 


1702-3. 
7th December 1702. 
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CHAP. IH. sures of President Pitt,’ the Native Powers were kept at æ 
1702-3. distance; but, at the same time, he gave a more favorable 
account of the internal situation of the Settlements, and of 
the investment, than could have been expected. The means 
of defence at Madras, he described to have been sufficient, 
for though threatened with an attack, and provisions stopped 
from coming into the place, the supplies by sea afforded 
him the necessary stores; but he requested recruits for the 
garrison, and permission to raise a troop of sixty horse, to 
act as convoys, and to repel the incursions of the country 
cavalry ; and, also, military stores, particularly mortars, as the 
throwing of shells among the Native troops, had produced the 


greatest terror among them. At Fort St. David, it had become 


expedient, from the importance of Cuddalore, in its vicinity, as 
a commercial station, and an asylum to the rich traders, not | 
only to erect a new Factory, but to protect the place by fortifi- 
cations, the charges for which would he covered by the increase 
of the revenues, the ground-rent of Fort St. David having been 
farmed out, this year, for 2,805 pagodas, and the tobacco and 
bectle-nut taxes for 2,756 pagodas. To this account of the 
internal resources of the Settlements, is subjoined that of the 
investment, which he estimated at ninety thousand pagodas ; 
and he had contracted with the merchants, for the investment 
of the following season, to the amount of one lack, and added, 
that the experiment of raising silk-worms had been successful, 
and, in the course of a few years, might yield silk, in quality, 
equal to that of Bengal. 
Such 
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Such were the circumstances of this Presidency, when 
the first accounts of the Union of the two Companies in England, 
were received, from some of the Crew of the English Company’s 
ship, Norris, who had been saved from the wreck of that vessel, 
when she blew up, in Masulipatam Roads, on the 2d August 


1702; President Pitt, on this occasion, after assuring his imme- 
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Se 
1702-3. 


—His memo- 
rable con- 


duct, on re-- 


ceiving intel- 
ligence of the 
Union of the 
two Compa- 
nies. 


diate superiors, the London Company, that he would observe 


their orders, for adopting conciliatory measures, to render the - 


Union effectual, addressed a letter to the Directors of the 
English Company, which, after deploring the death of King 
Wiliam, and congratulating them on the accession of Queen 
Anne, proclaimed at Fort St. David, on the 24th September 
1702, concluded in the following loyal and memorable 
terms :— 

“ My gratitude, as an Englishman, obliges me to pay all 
« deference to the blessed memory of King William, and to 
« remember that great saying of his, to the French King’s 
‘¢ Plenipotentiary, at Ryswick, upon concluding the peace, 
“ was my fate, and nott my choice, that made mee your 
“ enemy; and since you, and my masters, are united, itt shall 
« be my utmost endeavor to purchase your good opinion, and 
« deserve your friendship.” © : 


VOL. III. 3T The 


~~ 


(1)—Letters from President Thomas Pitt and Council at Fort St. George to the 
President and Council at Surat, 4th September 1702. -Letters from the Governor 
and Council of Fort St. David to the Court, 4th October 1702, and Sth February 1702-3. 

b 


Jetter (private) from President Pitt to the Directors of the English Company, 3d 
October 1702. 
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CHAP. III. The situation of the trade in Bencar, at the conclusion 


1702-3. of the preceding year, was favourable, from the order of the 


l : s . 
ees Mogul, for stopping trade, not having’ reached that part of his 
tes) 2 i } 5 2 } 


trade to be yi : b F 
stopped in dominions; but this respite was of short duration, for, as 


Bengal, and 


theCom- early as the month of February 1701-2, the Company’s ser- 
pany’s ser- 


vants seized, vants and effects were seized at Patna and Rajahmahl, to 
Ser aoai make good the damages done by the pirates. The loss, (from the 
tho depres Company’s servants at those stations having previously taken 
Stee a bills on Calcutta,) amounted only to 1,800 rupees; but their 
sufferings, personally, were great,- having been confined fifty- 
one days in the public gaol, and still kept prisoners at large. On 
the 30th March 1702, the order was extended to all the Euro- 
pean Factories, and the loss of the English Company, on this 
occasion, amounted to sixty-two thousand rupees. -In this 
month, also, the Phousdar of Hughly issued an order to seize all 
the Company’s effects at Calcutta, which obliged President Beard 
to take measures for acting on the defensive, by mounting 
additional guns, and drafting from the ships, eight or ten gunners 
to work them, so as to make up the garrison to one hundred and 
twenty men :—this appearance of resistance deterred the Phous- 
dar from an attack, and matters remained in this situation, till 
the month of June, when the Prince gave assurances of his 
favour, though the Duan insisted to have the Mogul’s orders 
executed. 
Towards the end of the season, a present was given to the 
Phousdar of Hughly, of five thousand rupees, to allow the transit 
of the Company’s goods ; but this bribe only incited him to make 


farther 
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farther demands, and it was not till President Beard stopped all 
the Mogul ships, going to Surat and Persia, for nine days, that 
the fear of offending the Emperor induced the Phousdar to allow’ 
the Company’s goods to pass from Hughly to Calcutta. 

At the close of the season, advices were received, that the 
Mogul had issued a “ Husbul-hookum,” for taking off the 
embargo on trade, but, on opening the warehouses at Patna, 
the Agent found the goods had been removed :—on this occasion, 
the Duan, who hitherto had been positive for having the orders 
of the Mogul executed, relaxed in his severity, and offered free- 
dom of trade, provided the two English Companies, the French 
and the Dutch, would give the Prince a present of twenty 
thousand rupees each ;—this, President Beard, for the London 
Company, refused, and rested his refusal on the grants which 
they had obtained from the Mogul. 

This view of the situation of the London Company, prepares 
us to understand the motives which influenced President Beard’s 
conduct, on receiving information of the Union of the two 
Companies, in England. After stating that he had opened a 
conference with Sir Edward Littleton, in which, though with 
much coolness, assurances were given of mutual good offices, 
he instituted a comparison of the situation of the two Companies, 
in respect of rights and trade:—the London Company, he 
stated, were exempt from customs, but the English Company 
were under Security-Bonds to pay them, and under worse 
circumstances than the Interlopers, as they purchased their 


goods in the names of Native merchants, and were to pay 


507 
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nies in Ben- 
gal, 


3) ee three 
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CHAP.II. three thousand rupees for each ship, on their being Jaden for 


1702-3, England :—the London Company, he added, had the power of 


issuing ‘* dusticks,’”’ but could not allow the English Company 
to avail themselves of them, without involving themselves in 


all those disputes with the Native officers, to which the trade 


of ‘the English Company had been liable ;—the English Com- 


pany not haying obtained a Phirmaund, and being liable to pay 
three years’ customs, it would be difficult, if not impracticable, 


to adjust those debts, till he should receive instructions from 


. England, whether the English Company’s, or the United Stock, 


were to be charged with them :—this comparison he concluded, 
with observing to’ the Court, that the effect of establishing 
the English Company had been, ‘‘ to bring disgrace on the English 
name,” and that there would be an absolute necessity for the 
United Company to employ force, not only to retaliate the 
indignities which the English Nation had experienced, but to 


compel the Natives to fulfil the engagements into which they 


: had entered, ‘‘ force, and a strong fortification, being better than 


« an Ambassador.” 

If this, however, should not be the opinion of the Court of 
Managers, President Beard recommended, that measures should 
be adopted, at home, to induce the European Nations to withdraw 
from the trade for one year, which would so considerably reduce 
the Mogul’s revenues, that an invitation to renew the trade, on 
fair terms, would be the probable result. 


_ After congratulating the Court, upon the advantageous terms 


fon which the Union had been settled, President Beard and his 


Council 
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Council explained, that the stock which had arrived, would do CHAP. 
little more than clear the debt, and furnish the ships of the 1702-3. 
season with full investments for Europe, but he hoped, with 
the addition of six thousand rupees only, to complete the in- 
vestinent of the Wentworth, adding, that his resources had 
been less than those, either of the Dutch, or of the English 
Company, who, having received Double Stocks, had paid off their 
debts :—if, then, two. buyers of goods were to remain in India, 
the Court must consider that double charges would be incurred, 
and the profits lessened, by the competition and the expences 
attending. it :—in one view, he considered the circumstances of 
the London, to he preferable to those of the English Company ; 
—the former, from their experience in the trade, had few, if 
any, bad debts; the latter had, in Hughly only, bad debts 
estimated at seventy thousand rupees :—in future, it would not be 
expedient for the United Company, on any occasion, to trust the 
Native brokers, and their President should be prohibited from 
employing them at the Durbars, experience having shewn, that 
-they were uniformly more disposed to meet the views of the $ 


Native officers, than to consult the interest of their European 


— 


employers. © 
In the season 1700-1, and while the Union was rather an- Mr.Roberts's 
: : d report on the 
ticipated than completed, the Court had determined to meet the China trade. 


English Company in the Cuina market, probably to prevent 


ad 
ae os 


any 


(1)—Letters from the President and Council at Fort William to the Court, 15th 
August, 12th, 15th, and 24th December 1702, 6th January, 11th and 17th February 
1702-3. 
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CHAP. III. any impression on the public, that they had neglected to push their 
1702-3. trade into every country, within their limits, and to add to their 
profits, by the sale of China goods in India, and of India goods 

in China, as a new resource for the home investments. 
Mr. Roberts, one of their Committees, had been ap- 


pointed Supercargo of one of the ships, and (on the return of 


the vessel from China to the Coast) to be Governor of Fort St. 


David, and to take place, in Council, next to President Pitt ; and 

large equipments and stock had heen sent to China on this spe- 

culation. In the year we are reviewing, information had been 

received from Mr. Roberts, that, on his arrival at Amoy, in 

February 1701-2, he had experienced much difficulty from the 

market being glutted with Europe goods, in disposing of his 

cargo, but had sold the whole to a great Chinese merchant, 

named Anqua, and was to receive, in return, three thousand 

five hundred chests of copper, twenty thousand pounds of Ca- 

bessa raw-silk, three hundred peculs' of Tywan sugar, three 

hundred peculs of sugar-candy, and nine thousand ounces of 

gold ;—that this merchant had informed him, the Emperor was 
willing to grant to the English ‘‘ the Island of Coltemshaw,” half , 
a mile from Amoy, to form a settlement, (which Mr. Roberts 
was of opinion would be less expensive than the charges of 

commission, &c. to Supercargoes,) and intended to send him, 

as his Ambassador, to England ;—that the English Company 

had formed a Settlement at Chusan, situated a hundred leagues 


north of Amoy, but not advantageous for commerce, and 
: that 
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that they were to pay, besides customs and duties, twenty 
thousand tale per annum, for liberty of trade. 

Mr. Roberts, however, soon discovered, that Anqua, so 
far from fulfilling his contracts, or being the person of that 
importance which he pretended, practised all the duplicity pecu- 
liar to the Chinese, and, in fact, had only amused him with the 
story of the Embassy, to gain time; for he had been obliged, 
(to save a year’s demorage of the ship,) to leave Amoy, on the 
12th March 1701-2, without receiving goods, estimated at twenty 
thousand four hundred tales, for which he had contracted, and 
had been under the necessity of accepting Anqua’s bond for 
that sum, to’ be paid in gold. 

On the 11th June 1702, Mr. Roberts arrived at Madras :— 
the gold he had obtained, produced 54,968 pagodas; the copper 
had been sent to Bengal; and the silks, raw and wrought, made 
part of the investment for England:—on the whole, notwith- 
standing the twenty thousand four hundred tales, left on Anqua’s 
bond, Mr. Roberts computed that the cargo would amount to 
129,000 pagodas, which would yield a profit of 440 per cent. on’ 


the invoice prices :—he added, that he had been received by Presi- 


dent Pitt with every mark of respect, and appointed Governor of 


Fort St. David, which station he reached on the 25th September, 


and would direct his immediate attention to remove the complaint 


of the Court, of the bad quality of the Coast cloth :—on the 


whole, that, though he congratulated the Court on the Union, 


he felt it his duty to inform them, that.the English Company’s: 


affairs- 
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CHAP. III. affairs were in a declining state, both in China, and on thé Coast 


= 
1702-3. of Coromandel. ®© 


ENGLISH COMPANY. 


Account of A similar account of the Union of the two Companies, as 
the Union, as 


canara transmitted by the London Company to their servants in India, of 

AA the Deeds of Union being completed, and of the Separate Stock 

Directors. of both Companies being to terminate, after the 22d day of July 
1702, was transmitted to Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council, 
at Surat :—on this event, he was enjoined to make up, and 
conyey to the Court of Directors, the whole of the separate 
accounts, that the actual state of their affairs might be known 
to them, and to the Proprietors. It was again repeated, that 
the losses sustained by the ill-assorted and high priced goods at 
Surat, had rendered the Union a measure of absolute necessity. 
As farther opposition could only produce a general injury, Sir 
Nicholas Waite was required to use his best endeavours to 
relieve Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s servants, 
from the restraints under which they had been placed. Should i 
the Ambassador not have left Surat, he was to terminate his 
negotiation, and embark for Europe; and should the de- 
mands for compensation, for_the depredations committed on 


the 


(1)—Letter from Gabriel Roberts, Esq. to the Court, dated Amoy, Ist February 
1701-2, and Fort St. David, 3d October 1702. 
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the Mogul’s subjects, by the pirates, be continued, he was 
directed to retire, with the English Company’s effects, to Bom- 
BAY, that Island being now the joint property of both Companies. 
Two ships were equipped, this season, for Surat, on the 
separate account of the English Company, with stocks estimated 
at £80,000, with which all debts were to be cleared off; one 
of the ships was to return with a cargo of indigo, pepper, coffee, 
drugs, and cotton-wool, and the other to proceed to China, with 
a stock estimated at, from £40,000 to 250,000, for which 
trade ten additional chests of silver had been laden on this 
vessel. (9 
A corresponding description of the Union, and recom- 
mendations of conciliation, were transmitted to Consul Pitt at 
MasuLipatTam, with notice that, as there existed no farther 
occasion for the exercise of his Consular powers, they were to 
be revoked; and should there be any danger that the Company’s 
property, or the persons of their servants, might be seized, on 
account of the piracies, he was to retire to Fort Sr. GEORGE, 
which had now become the joint property of both Companies. 
The appointment of President Pitt, by the United Court of 
Managers, to be President and Governor of Fort St. George, 
was next notified, and of Consul Pitt to be Governor of Fort St 
David, with a Council, at a salary of £100 per annum, and 
£100 gratuity, and to succeed, on the death or removal of 
President Pitt, to be President and Governor of Fort St. George. 
VOL. III. 3 U The 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Nicholas’ 
Waite and Council at Surat, 21st May, 6th, 18th, 20th, and 28th August 1702. 
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CHAP. MI. The Coast goods, hitherto obtained by the English Company,. 
1702-3. having been .dearer than those bought by the London Com- 
pany, Consul Pitt was, in future, to. provide the investment 

at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and at the other Settle- 

ments, where the factors of the London Company purchased: 

The ship Halifax was to be dispatched to China, with a stock of 
£30,000 in silver, and consigned to President Catchpoole, at 

Pulo Condore, and, in the event of his having removed from that 

Island, she was to proceed to Canton, under charge of three 
Supercargoes; but, on her return, Consul Pitt was, by no 
means, to vest the proceeds in Coast goods, the market being 
overstocked with them :—on the whole, he was to wind up the 
Company’s affairs at Masulipatam and Madapollam, to remove, 


as soon as practicable, to Fort St. David, and to fill up any spare 


tonnage in the homeward ships with saltpetre, on the English - 3 
Company’s separate account. (9 
pencions The approbation which the Court had expressed, in the 
wed Pattie- preceding season, of Sir Edward. Littleton’s conduct in Bex- 
gal. GAL (a similar approbation having been given by the London 


Company to that of President Beard) explains the difficulty which 
the Court of Managers experienced, in adjusting: the pretensions 
of these officers, to the Presidency; after, therefore, repeating 
the same account of the Union, the Court of Directors of the 


English Company informed their servants in Bengal, that, 
fox 


Se 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Consul John Pitt 
and Council at Masulipatam, Oth and 27th August, 1st September 1702, and gth March 


1702-3. 
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for one year, the office of President had been suspended, and the 
powers of the United Company vested in a Council of Eight, 
selected from the four senior members of each Company, and 
that an equal number of their subordinate servants would 
be employed in the United Trade, but no new appointments 
made, till the establishment should be reduced to its ancient 
standard :—that such of their servants as were not employed, 
were to have permission to remain in India,. as Free Merchants, 
or to come to England :—the Consular powers of Sir Edward 
Littleton were revoked, as unnecessary, and his attention, as well 
as that of Mr. Beard, was directed to make up the separate 
accounts of the respective Companies. 

On reviewing the disturbances among the Country Powers, 
and the oppressions by their officers, it was directed, that Sir 
Edward Littleton, and the other servants of the English Company, 
should withdraw all the Out-factories, and retire to CALCUTTA, 
where Mr. Halsey and Mr. Hedges were to be alternate weekly 
Presidents; that place being a safer residence than Hughly, 
and now jointly belonging to both Companies. 

In notifying these arrangements, the Court expressed 
their dissatisfaction, with the negligent and dilatory manner in 
which their books had been kept, and ordered that their sepa- 
rate accounts should be completed with all diligence, and the 
accounts of the separates tock kept distinct, it having been set- 
tled, that neither Company were to be charged with the separate 
debts of the other; whatever surplus might remain, was to 

3 U2 be 
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be yested in saltpetre, on the English Company’s account, and 


sent to England by the ships of the season. 
The home market being overstocked with Bengal goods, 


the ship Union was to return to China (which, as in the pre- 
ceding season, was to furnish part of the funds for the invest- 
ment) with a stock of £20,000 in silver, to be consigned to 
President Catchpoole, at Pulo Condore, or, in his absence, to 
the Company’s Agent at Chusan. 

If Mr. Landen, the late Agent at Borneo, who had been 
dismissed the service, should come to Bengal, orders were given 
(in the same manner as to Masulipatam) to seize his property, 
and detain him, till he should clear and settle his accounts. © 

The Court had, this season, received the most unfavourable 
accounts of their affairs in Bornzo, and it will appear in the 


foreign transactions, that the failure of the commercial specu- 


dimissed the Jation for pepper, on that Island, arose from breach of trust and 


Company’s 
service, 


arbitrary conduct in President Landen, whom, this season, they 
dismissed the service, and appointed Mr. Thomas Tooley to take 
charge of their affairs at Borneo, at a salary of £150 per 
annum, to be assisted by a Council of Four, the three Senior 
Members at £60, the Junior at £40 per annum; and orders 
were repeated, to seize Mr. Landen’s books and papers, to 


become evidence of his misconduct, that his property might 


go 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Edward 
Littleton and Council at Hughly, Gth and 27th August 1702, 27th February 1702-3, and 
25th March 1703. 
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go in compensation for the losses sustained; atthe same time, CHAP. 111. 


his Consular powers were revoked. 

Though the first experiment of a trade in pepper, at 
Borneo, had failed, the speculation was not abandoned; for 
the ship, Samuel and Anna, was dispatched for Banjar-Massin, 
with a stock estimated at £2,500, and with orders to obtain, 


as the principal part of the cargo, the largest proportion of 
pepper which could be purchased. 


As the Union had taken place, that event was notified, and Continuation 


an order given to’ take an inventory of all the Company’s stock, Jets fi 
in 


to the 22d July 1702, and to charge the amount of salaries to 
the English Company, till the arrival of the first ship, but after- 
wards to carry this charge to the United Stock. 

Two circumstances marked the proceedings of the Court, 
this season, respecting the trade to Cuina; the amount of 
the equipments, with the connexion intended to be established 
between China, and the Presidencies of Masulipatam, Hughly, 
and Surat, for encreasing the resources for the trade, and the 
resolution to relinquish the trade of Japan altogether, on the 
separate stock of the English Company. The expediency of 
prosecuting the China trade being referred to the Court of 
Managers, the ships destined for it, were, the Sidney, to return 
by Fort St.’ George; the Northumberland, by Bengal, and 


the Montague, by Surat; with the Streatham, which was to 


return 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the Agent and 
Council at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, Oth, 20th, and 27th August 1702, and 2d April 1703. 
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GEE SNE: return by Mocha :—Supercargoes were sent for the management 
1702-3. of each of these ships and cargoes. i 

As the Court were uncertain respecting the residence of 

President Catchpoole, the whole of these concerns were con- 

nected with the station of Puro Convorz, for which the ship 

Samuel and Anna, also, carried out a stock of £22,350, and was 

thence to proceed, with an invesment of tutenague, copper, and 

gold, to Bengal :—this vessel, should she not find the President 

at Pulo Condore, or a Factory on it, was, with her stock, 

to proceed:to Chusan, and thence to return by Bengal :—and as 

the Court acted under ahope, that the President had been able to 

establish -a Settlement on that Island, (attempted on his own 

suggestion,) they desired to be particularly informed, whether 

there was a safe harbour in it, for China ships, during the 

Monsoons. 

After intimating to President Catchpoole that the Union had 

taken place, the Court repeated the order for making an inven- 

tory of all effects up to the 22d July 1702, and, on that day, 


gpening new books on the credit of the United Stock. © 


Sir Nicholas Though several months had elapsed since the Embassy left 
Waite con- 
tinues hisas- SURAT, for Europe, and though, as we shall immediately find, 
persions on FEA 
the Ambas- the Mogul Power was declining, and that of the Mahrattas en- 
sador, and 

creasing 


(1)—Letters fromthe Court of Directors of the English Company to the President 
and Council at Chusan, 27th August 1702, and 27th Februray 1702-3. 
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ereasing (the civil war for the succession not haying yet com- CHAP. 1r. 


menced) Sir Nicholas Waite continued to ascribe to Sir William 1702-3: 

his violent 

proceedings | 
$ against the 
the Court, that he would procure the Phirmaunds, through thé London 

Company's 

servants ; 


Norris, the failure of the negotiation, and to raise the hopes of 


interest of “* Gazedee Khan.” It had been, since the arrival of 
this Consul, his invariable practice, to instigate the Governor of . 

Surat, to acts of violence against Sir John Gayer and the London 
Company’s servants; and, on this occasion, he suggested, that 
they ought not to be allowed to go on board their ships, under the 
pretext of expecting a new Governor at Bombay. In these pro- 
ceedings he discovered, that his: principal anxiety arose fronx 
the fear of an Union, against which he offered his advice, as a 


measure that would involve the English Company in the Security- 


Bonds, which had been extorted from President Annesley, and 
place them under the humiliating circumstances of the London 
Company, when they got, in the form of a pardon, permission 
from the Emperor to resume their Factory at Surat. 

After, however, information of the Union reached him; = bee E | 
by a dispatch from Consul Pitt at Masulipatam, he was satisfied Gs 
that his opinions, respecting that event, would come too late, pence: ot ee 
and, therefore, assumed a formal civility to Sir John Gayer, l 
which was returned, as formally; neither, evidently, placing any 


reliance on ceremonies to. which each submitted. 


The conduct of Sir John Gayer was more liberal than that 
əf Sir Nicholas Waite, for on receiving intelligence of the 
Union from his superiors, he immediately notified it to the Gover- 


nor of Surat, as an event which, he trusted, would do away all 


future- 
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CHAP. II. future opposition of English interests:—this act of duty was 
1702-3. interpreted, by Sir Nicholas Waite, to þe unfriendly to the 
interests of the English Company, and, to it, he ascribed the 
stop which had been put to the Phirmaunds passing the 
Moguls Great Seal:—Aware, however, that this conduct 
might involve the United Trade in disastrous consequences, he 


desired the advice of the other Presidencies, whether he should 


PT i aal a n ee 


take any further steps to obtain the Phirmaunds, because the 
estimated expences of procuring them, would amount to the sum 
of 320,000 rupees, and he did not know whether they could be 
carried to the separate stock of the English Company, or to the 
United Stock; meantime, that he revoked the powers given to 
Rustum, the broker, to defray these charges, even should 
he be able to obtain the Phirmaunds. In reply, those Presiden- 
cies gave it as their opinion, that, as the Phirmaunds would apply 
to both Companies, now United, they did not consider the ex- 
pences, as any reason for precluding him from soliciting them, as 
they were grants of so much importance to the trade in India. 
After, however, Sir Nicholas Waite was fully informed, by 
the Court, of the event of the Union, he expressed his reso- 
lution to observe a friendly intercourse with Sir John Gayer and 
his Council, to balance his books, to pay off the separate debts 
of the English Company, and to return their ships with as rich 
cargoes as could be collected; but that Rustum, the broker, 
had made a claim for sums expended, in obtaining the Ambas- 
sador’s pardon from the Mogul. 
From the account given of the state of the Country, at 
this 


A 
ir” 
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this juncture, even in Sir Nicholas Waite’s general letter, it is 
obvious, that farther negociation for Phirmaunds, was a pretext, 
only; as the obtaining them, would not have answered the purposes 
for which they were solicited. In the early part of this season, 
the Mogul was still in the field, with his army, at ‘‘ Burgum, on 
the river Bimrah ;” but, towards the close of it, the Mahratta 
army had not only advanced within twelve coss of Surat, but, in 
the month of February 1702-3, were within two miles of that 
city, and, in March, had burnt the suburbs, and were besieging 
the town:—on this occasion, they demanded one quarter 
part of what they estimated the revenues of Surat :—the 
Europeans retired to their respective Factories, and took up 
arms for their defence, endeavouring, by every good office, to 
conciliate the Mahrattas, or to obtain their protection, in the 
event of their getting possession of the city ;—trade, therefore, 
was embarrassed in the extreme ; but after the Mahrattas retired, 
and an order came from the Mogul, to take off the embargo on 
the European trade, Sir Nicholas Waite dispatched the ship 
Albemarle for England; with a cargo of drugs, indigo, cloths, 
and cotton, estimated at 165,000 rupees. 

It does not appear, that Sir Nicholas Waite made any pro- 
gress in opening a trade with the ports on the Malabar Coast, 
but he sent Agents to Bussorah, and had received information 
that trade was practicable, at that port, on the Company’s agree- 
ing to pay customs, at the rate of eight per cent. ad valorem 


VOL. II. 3 X Consul 
(1)— Letters (general) from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat to the Court of 
Directors of the English Company, 3d September and 12th December 1702, 28th January, 


5th 
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CHAP. III. Consul Pitt, and the Council at MasuLIraTtam, still continued 


1702-3. under the deception that Sir Nicholas Waite would be able to 


Depressed si- : - : . O26 : 
tnation of the Obtain the Phirmaunds :—this explains the opinion which has 


EnglishCom- : ; . 

pany’s affairs already been referred to; and yet, if Consul Pitt’s account of the 
on the Coro- ` K 

mandel ! state of the country, and particularly of Madras, had been 

Coast, at the 

time of re- correct, or had been corroborated by President Pitt’s advices, Fort 


ceiving intel- A Á ; 5 x 
ligence of the St. George, itself, was in danger of being invested by Doud Khan. i 
Union. ; 


Comparing, however, the demands which President Pitt 
made for recruits in the preceding season, with the confidence 
which he had expressed in the strength of the garrison, the fact 
appears to have been, that depredations were carrying on, by 


hovering parties of Doud Khan’s troops, which embarrassed 
5 > 


trade, as goods, in their transit, were exposed to pillage by the 
Mogul, and the Mahratta forces, who occupied, at this time, 
the country and the roads leading from Golcondah, and stopped 
the goods coming to Masulipatam. 

That Madras was in a situation to resist any attack by the 
Native Powers, appears from Consul Pitt’s conduct, after the 
accounts of the Union had arrived, and been published by the 
Presidents of both Companies, for he then described it as the 
retreat to which the English, in general, must fly, in the event 
of a civil war; but recommended, that the Factories at Mada- 
pollam and Masulipatam should be continued, and fortified, as 


stations 


Sth and 7th February, 10th March 1702-3, 26th March, 10th and 12th April 1703. 
Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the President and Council at Masulipatam, 


Letters from the President and Council at Surat to the President 


11th December 1702. 
and Council at Hughly, 26th August and 10th December 1702, 


RAEE 
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stations to the northwards, favorable for the purchase of invest- CHAR It, 


ments :—this opinion, in a subsequent period, is justified, by 1702-3 3. 


the exertions -made to retain the Northern Circars for the 
United Company, which, from their connexion with the Car- 
natic, were admitted to be the most valuable of the Company’s 
conquests. 

The commercial circumstances of the Presidency of Ma- 
sulipatam, this season, were disastrous in the extreme, from the 
misfortune of the ship Norris, which had brought the principal 
stock for Coast and Bay, amounting to £110,000, having been 
blown up, on the 2d August 1702, off Diu Point, the wreck 
driven out to sea, and no part of the treasure recovered :— Instead , 
therefore, of having stock, or funds to discharge their debts, 
agreeably to the Court’s order, or to purchase an investment for 
their separate stock (the Rising Sun having been dispatched 
to England in the early part of the season, with a cargo 
estimated at 295,000 rupees) Consul Pitt had been obliged to 
borrow twenty thousand pagodas of the Native Merchants, and 
thirteen thousand of Mr. Affleck, a Free Merchant, at ten per 
cent., to purchase an investment for the Katherine, and to apply 
to the Presidency of Hughly, for permission to draw on them, for 


forty or fifty thousand rupees, with which, and the money 


expected. from China, this ship was subsequently dispatched. 


for Europe, with what is indefinitely described as a rich 
cargo.() 


3X2 are 


(1)—Letters (general) from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to the Court of 


‘Directors of the English Company, 25th April and 10th August 1702, 23d January and 27th: 
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Though the embargo on trade, which distressed the English 
Company’s affairs at Surat, and had been severely felt at Masu- 
lipatam, reached Bencar at a later period, it was there more 
rigorously enforced by the Duan ; for, early in this season, all 
Europeans were indiscriminately seized in the Out-Factories, 
and the English Company’s Agents at Cossimbuzar, Rajahmahl, 


and Patna, thrown into prison, and their effects sealed up :—the 


property belonging to the English Company, seized at Rajahmahl, - 


was estimated at seventy thousand rupees. Having no soldiers 
for a guard, Sir Edward Littleton was obliged to fortify the 
Factory at Hughly, in the best manner practicable, and 
to hire a hundred Portuguese, and such other Europeans 
as he could engage:—he next recalled the ship De Grave, 
which had already dropped down the river, on her voyage 
to Europe, and stationed her abreast of the Factory, for its 
protection. As this oppression continued for a considerable 
time, and was supposed to arise from the joint councils of the 
Prince and the Duan, it became necessary to keep one of the 
Company’s ships constantly moored off the Factory. 

In this situation of the English Company’s Factories and 
trade, the accounts of the Union reached Bengal, and what is 
described as ‘““ a complimentary intercourse, only,” took place 
between Sir Edward Littleton, President Beard, and their 
respective Councils. 


As: 


February 1702-3. 


Letters from the Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to Sir 
Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 10th June, 12th August, and 10th October 1702.——= 


Letters from Consul Pitt and Council at Masulipatam to Sir Edward Littleton and Council at 
Hughly, 25th March and 20th May 1703. 
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As the season advanced, reports prevailed, that the em- CHAP. 111. 
bargo was revoked; but a demand was made by the Prince, on 1702-3. 
this occasion, of sixty thousand rupees, as a present, to be 
equally furnished by the Dutch, French, and two English 
Companies : Whether the Dutch, French, and London Company 
paid their proportions, Sir Edward Littleton does not specify, 
though, subsequently, he obtained an order from the Prince 
and Duan for permission to trade, and was obliged to make a 
present of fifteen thousand rupees, but he described this order 
as having placed his trade on the same ground as that of the 
London Company, and that, in future, he was to pay only 
three thousand rupees per annum, in lieu of all customs :—after, 
therefore, submitting to the Court, that the ships ought to be 
dispatched one month sooner from England, and that the stock 
ought to be equal to the demands at the Out-factories, he in- 
formed them, that one ship had been sent with a large quantity of 
raw-silk, and the ship, Bengal Merchant, with an investment, 
which he estimated at 343,700 rupees.” 

The dismission of President Landen, as Chief of the Precarious si- 


tuation of the 
Settlement on the Island of Bornzro, and the appointment Settlementin 


the Island of 
of his successor, were mentioned among the domestic resolutions Borneo. 


of the season. In his defence, Presideut Landen stated, that, 


from a great mortality among the Europeans, from not haying 


been 

(1)—Letters (general) from Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly to the Court 

of Directors of the English Company, 6th March 1701-2, 15th and 18th December 1702, 
25th and 26th January, 20th and 23d February 1702-3. 


Letters from the Presidency of 
Hughly to the Presidency of Surat, 20th April, 6th October, 14th November 1702, and 
10th February 1702-3. 
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been supplied with necessary stores, from the disobedience and 
misconduct of the subordinate servants, and from not being able 
to form a regular Factory, he had shipped the stores which 
were under his charge, and withdrawn the Settlement from 
Banjar-Massin, though, at the same time, he recommended 
Borneo, as advantageously situated for trade, and that it would 
be expedient to resettle it :—instead, however, of proceeding to 
the Coromandel Coast, he directed his course to Batavia, where, 
it is probable, he received the first notice of his dismission, as 
the ship Mary, then at that place, was, by order of President 
Catchpoole, sent to Banjar-Massin, to preserve this station, and 
to bring off the pepper which had been collected. From Ba- 
tavia Mr. Landen intimated, that he would return to Europe, 
where he trusted he should be able to vindicate his conduct ; 
but, it has appeared, that the Court, instead of listening to his 
accusations against the subordinate servants, appointed Mr. 
Tooley, with a Council composed of the other Factors, to manage 
their interests and trade on the Island of Borneo. 

On comparing the report on the Company’s China trade, 
by President Catchpoole, in the preceding season, with the 
orders and equipments which had been sent out in this, and 
the information conveyed by him, we discover, not only the 
precarious state of trade at the ports in. the Chinese Empire, 
but the result of the experiment to form an independent station, 

for 


-(1)—Letters from Mr. Landen, President of the Island of Borneo, to the Court, dated 
Borneo, 20th April 1702, Batayia, 30th June 1702, and 10th February 1702. 
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for exchanges, between China and the Company’s Settlements CHAP. 1I. 


in India. 

In the preceding season, President Catchpoole had been com- 
pelled to quit Chusan, to leave part of the Company’s property, 
a prey to the Governor and Mandarines, and to take refuge at 
Batavia, from which he had dispatched a ship to Borneo, to 
endeavour to resettle the Factory on that Island :—still ad- 
hering to his opinion, respecting the importance of the Island 
of Puro Conporr, he sent a vessel, with stores and pro- 
visions of all kinds, and ten Maccassar soldiers, as a rein- 
forcement, and bought twenty-one slaves, to assist in the 
cultivation of the ground, and in erecting a fortification for its 
defence ;—he also purchased a vessel, of three hundred and 
fifty tons, to be stationed at this Island, for the purposes of trade 
and protection. Having, thus, taken every practicable measure for 
its preservation, he requested the Court, that one hundred soldiers, 
with an officer, might be sent, with a full proportion of stores, 
and a supply of Writers; for such a power would enable the Pre- 
sident to make an impression on the Chinese Government, and 
to retaliate injuries at the different ports of that Empire. 

Having taken these precautions, President Catchpoole sailed 
from Batavia, and arrived at Chusan, in the month of August 
1702, at which, though, at first, he met with a favourable 
reception from the Governor and Mandarines, and promises 
that the debt due to the Company, should be paid when he 
quitted the port, he found that a competition had arisen, between 
the Pekin Merchants, who had arrived to purchase European 

goods 
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CHAPHII woods for the Emperor’s sons, and those of Chusan :—this event, 
SSS 5 


1702-3. he expected, would enable lim to procure China produce, and 


to dispatch one of the ships with a full cargo :—the promises of 
the Hoppo, or Governor, and the Chief Mandarines, were, how- 
ever, as fallacious in this, as in the preceding season, and, there- 
fore, he again determined to quit the place, and to return, on the 
ship Liampo, to Pulo Condore, and thence to dispatch this vessel, 
with a stock of stores and provisions to Banjar-Massin. On 
discovering this intention, the Hoppo set a guard on the house, 
where he and the Factors lodged, who were released only by 
giving a large bribe, and compelled to take what goods the 
Merchants chose to give them. On this occasion, Mr. Catch- 
poole sent a list of the articles which were suited to this 
trade, viz. lead, tin, and pepper; but broad-cloth, woollens, 
glasses, &c. would not sell. Having twice experienced the 
duplicity and oppressions of the Chinese Governors, he in- 
ferred, that grants or treaties (even if obtained) were pretexts 
only for oppression, and that the true mode of proceeding 
was, to negotiate, at Pekin, through the Jesuit Missionaries, 
whose influence was.superior to that of the local magistrates : 
—In return for the great services, which Padré Fontanez, a 
French Jesuit, had rendered, President Catchpoole accommodated 
him with a passage to Europe on one of the Company’s ships, 
and stated, that, in any future emergency, a communication 
ought tobe kept up with Pekin, through ‘the A geney of the: 
celebrated Padré Gerbillon. 

4 The 
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The reports of Mr. Biggs, and the other Supercargoes, CHAP. 1I. 
at Canon, in a similar manner, described the difficulties they 1702-3. 
had experienced, in attempting a trade, arising from the duplicity 
and evasions of the Chinese; but, they had so far succeeded, 
as to obtain a good assortment of raw-silks and.damasks, in 
exchange for, broad-cloths, with which a ship would be dis- 


patched to India, to complete her investment for Europe. “ 


(1)—Letters from President Catchpoole and Council to the Court, from Chusan and 
Batavia, and from Mr. Biggs at Canton, 15th June, 28th August, 4th and 27th September, 
7th November 1702, 30th January, and 10th February 1702-3. 
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1703-4. 


From the period when the direct trade, between England 


1703-4. and the East-Indies was vested in two distinct Companies, it 


The Annals 
of the East- 
India Con- 
pany, in this 
season, Te- 
quire the 
same ar- 
rangement,as 
previously to 
the establish- 
ment of the 
EnglishCom- 


pany. 


became necessary to state the transactions of each Company, 


separately, that events might unfold the impolicy of this system, 


and open to view the public measures which those Companies, 


and which the Crown, found it necessary to adopt, for the resto- 


ration of the ancient regulated trade by one great commercial 


Incorporation :—this method was, also, continued in the preceding 


season, that the subordinate expedients, required for winding up 


the separate affairs of the two Companies, might be kept distinct. 


We can now return to the arrangement observed previously 


to the year 1698 ; that is, first to trace the domestic, and next the 


foreign transactions, which marked the progress of East-India 


affairs ; subjoining the particular measures by which the separate 


stocks, both at home and abroad, were finally wound up, and 
those which the United Trade adopted; for, on them, we shall 


find Indian affairs have, subsequently, rested. 


It is necessary, in following this arrangement, to resume, 


and to continue the instructions for Surat and Bompay, in the 


first instance, because, at those stations, the seats of government 


and of trade were fixed; connecting with this part of the subject, 
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the transactions in the Gulfs of Persia and Arabia, and on the ee ee Lal in 
Malabar Coast ; and then to pursue the instructions for Fort St. 1703-4. 
GerorGE, and its dependencies, and for BENGAL; keeping the 
events which occurred in the Farther Indian Seas, or in Cutna, 
as distinct subjects, which, though of less moment, at this 
period, will, in the sequel, be found of great commercial impor- 


tance. 


When the Court of Managers took the general administra- Sone e 
tion into their hands, they re-appointed Sir John Gayer to be pointed by a 
General and Governor of Bomsay, Mr. Burniston to be Deputy MAPA ESTRIS 
Governor, and Sir Nicholas Waite to be President at Surat; pr firan Si 
for, as yet, they were uninformed, whether Sir John Gayer had aoaia g 
been liberated from the confinement in which the Governor of 9f Sir Nicho- 
Surat had placed him. It was ordered, however, that, as soon “°ked- 


as might be practicable, he should remove to the seat of 
government at Bombay, and avoid all explanations with the 
Governor of Surat, till he should be in a situation where he 
could act independently ; and, in the mean time, to prevent the 
recurrence of animosities, the Consular powers of Sir Nicholas 
Waite were revoked, as being, from the Union, no longer 
necessary. 

This basis of government haying been established, the General in- 
instructions to Sir John Gayer were, that, subsequently to the 22d Sir John. S 
July 1702, all charges were to be defrayed by the United Stock, Si 
and that all vacancies were to be filled from the covenanted 
servants of the two Companies, conformably to their respective 
ranks; it being a rule, in such appointments or promotion, that 

3 Y2 every 
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SE E every servant should clear his own accounts, and subse- 

1703-4. quently, by his zeal and diligence, give evidence of his fitness to 
serve the United Company :—supernumeraries had permission, 
either to return to England, or to remain, as Free Merchants, 
in India. 

The opposition between the two Companies having created 
disputes, respecting the rights of each, which had been the source 
of the sufferings which Sir John Gayer and President Colt had 
experienced, it was ordered, that an exact account should be 
taken of the sums which had been extorted from the London 
Company, as compensation for the piracies; but if the Phir- 
maunds had not been obtained by Sir Nicholas Waite, all farther 
negotiation respecting them.was to terminate.. 

When the Court,.towards the close of the season, were in- 
formed that the Phirmaunds had not been procured, they held it ! 

` to be a fortunate circumstance, because it would prevent the pay- 
ment of the large sums demanded for them, which must have 
embarrassed the English Company, and might have protracted 
the final settlement of the Union, which both Companies were 
solicitous to complete, previously to the lapse of the prescribed 
seven years; for the men of war had been dispatched to clear 
the Indian Seas, and, it was hoped, the recurrence of such evils 
as might occasion demands, by the Mogul, for compensation, 


would not become the source of fresh troubles. 


Method of In the instructions of this season, the method was first 
adjusting the 4. .. +; > 4 
separate distinctly stated, to the persons vested with power at Bombay 


stocks of the : . - : . oO 
two Compa- and Surat, in which they were to proceed in bringing the 
nies, 

charges 
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charges under the heads of United Stock and of the Separate CHAP. III. 
Stocks of the former Companies, and a date fixed (22d July 1703-4. 
1702,) to which those respective accounts were to be made up ; 
it was, also, explained, that as the losses sustained by the storm at: 
Bombay, on the 2d November 1702, had taken place, posterior 
to the date, when all charges were to be borne by the United 
Stock, the sums required for reparations were to be carried to 
that account. 
_ It was next explained, that though, during the opposition 
of the two Companies, each was, in a manner, dependent 
on their native brokers at Surat, and liable, in all purchases 
and sales, to imposition, which they neither could evade 
nor remedy, in future, the leading rule must be, to check 
all combinations among their brokers, and to endeavour to 
recover from them all debts incurred; either in the sales of 
Kuropean, or the purchase of Indian produce.. 

The equipments, this: season, for the United Trade, were Equipments 
two ships for Bombay, two for Coast and Bay, two for Borneo; tions for the 
two for Bencoolen;, and four for China, of which last, one was ie 
to return by the Coast, one by Bengal; one by Bombay, and one 
by Mocha. The goods: exported this season, were lead, cloth, 
iron, and bullion only, with which-the Agents of each Company 
were to clear off all old separate debts:—in the purchase of 
the investments, expected in return, all competition in the market 
was to cease, and the goods ordered were to be of equal: quality 
with those which had arrived in England, on the private trade 
account (particularly myrrh and aloes), and from the existing 


war. 
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CHAP. IIL war in Europe, the largest quantity of saltpetre that could be 


1703-4. procured. 
Separsteor. Such was the outline of the general trade :—the particular 


ders of the > : : ©. ye ° 
London and Orders given by the two Courts, interested in winding up their 


aniston separate affairs, formed a distinct subject. The stock, for 
their respec- this purpose, transmitted by the London Company, amounted 
to £13,220, with which all debts were to be paid off, but not 
till Sir John Gayer should be safely arrived at Bombay. The 
sum transmitted by the English Company amounted to £10,000 
in bullion, for the like purpose, the surplus of which was to be 
vested in book muslins and doreeas (at this time in great request 
in England) and in indigo and coffee, on their separate account. 
The Court of the London Company, after expressing 
to Sir John Gayer, their high approbation of his fidelity and 
courage in resisting (even during his imprisonment) the demands 
of the Mogul Government, required that the cause of the great 
difference, between the computation he had sent of the debts at 
Surat, and that made at home, from the statements which ap- 
peared in the Surat general letters, should he explained. The 
Directors of the English Company, also, required from Sir 
Nicholas Waite, that statements of the accounts of the two 
Companies might be kept separate, and the English Company 
not rendered liable for any demands which might be made on 
the London Company. 
An Agent As the information which the Court had received, this sea- 
ae SA son, respecting their rights and trade in Persra, had not been 
the disputes d k 
among the such as to enable them to send any particular orders on that 


subject, 
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subject, Sir John Gayer was empowered to give a special commis- 
sion to a confidential person to proceed to Persia, to investigate 
the foundation of the disputes which had subsisted between the 
Company’s Agents and Factors; and, on his report, to dismiss 
from the service such of them as he might deem to have been 
incorrect :—the Agent he might employ was, also, to wind up 
the whole of the separate accounts of the London Company, 
in that quarter, and to report his proceedings to the Court, that 
measures, for restoring the trade, might be adopted. ®© 
Instructions, similar to those sent to Bombay and Surat, 
respecting the mode of bringmg the accounts under the general 
heads of the United Stock and the Separate Stocks of the two 
Companies, were conveyed to Fort Sr. Grorcr and Masutrt- 
PATAM:—the appointment of President Thomas Pitt to Fort St. 
George, and of John Pitt to Fort St. David, haying been commu- 
nicated in the home dispatches of the preceding season, were 


repeated in this, and all Consular authority revoked. The 


general orders, in substance, were, that the charges on the Dead 


Stock, subsequently to the 22d July 1702, should be repaid, by 
the United Trade, to the London*Company, particularly the 
expence of the granary built at Madras, after that date; and 
that a better and cheaper assortment of Coast goods, and 


particularly 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Committees of the London Company to Sir John 


Letter 
(separate) from the Court of the London Company to Sir John Gayer, sth June 1703.—— 


Gayer and Council at Surat, 4th and 18th June 1703, and 18th January 1703-4. 


Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and 
Council at Surat, 11th June 1703, and Ath February 1703-4. 
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oe particularly a large quantity of saltpetre, on account of the 

1703-4. demands in Europe, should. be:the; rule.. for. the-imports:sent on 
the United Stock. The separate-instructions which the London 
Company transmitted to President Pitt, conveyed their satisfac- 
tion, at his having got in the greatest part of the debts in the 
country, and for his exertions in recovering the remainder :— 
he was farther directed to send home saltpetre, bought before the 
22d July 1702, on the separate account of the London Company, 
and, by no means, to let it go-as part of the United Trade; but 
whatever proportion of it he-had obtained after that-date, was to 
become an article in the United Company’s investment. 

In the instructions to the former Consul, John Pitt, on the 
contrary, he was blamed for having contracted for Coast goods, 
to so large an amount as 170,000 pagodas, and for having taken 
up money at interest, because the loss on fine Coast goods, being 
from three shillings and sixpence, to eleven shillings per piece, 
below prime cost, with other losses proportionably great, proved, 
that the forming such a contract was unwarranted, after 
he had heard of the Union; and his taking part-of the goods 
from the Bengal ships was equally so, as it.had embarrassed that 
branch of the trade, and deprived it of the sums intended for 
the inyestment. This dissatisfaction appears to have terminated 
in a suspicion, that the whole of Consul Pitt’s conduct had been 
improper, for the Court of the English Company sent a secret 
commission to Mr. Fraser, at Fort St. George, carefully to 
examine the whole of his invoices, there appearing, from 
the papers before this Court, a very material difference between 

the 
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the prices paid for the same goods at Fort St. George, and at CHARI 
Masulipatam :—on this point, particularly, Mr. Fraser was to 1703-4. 
make a confidential report to the Court.) 

The orders of the London Company to the Agent at LondonCom- 


3 p : pany’s sepa- 
BENCOOLEN, this season, were directed to two points only ;—to fate orders to 


charge the expences of the Dead Stock to the United Trade, Bencoolen. 5 
after the 22d July 1702, and to vest what surplus of money; 

or goods, he might have, on that day, in pepper, to be sent 

to England, on the London Company’s separate account. 

The Court of Managers conyeyed similar instructions tO {Instructions 
BENGAL, respecting the United and Separate Stocks, with those 2 Begins 
sent to Bombay, and to which reference was made, in the 
instructions to the Coast ;—but there appears a dissatisfaction, 
in the Court of the London Company, with the commercial 
proceedings of Mr. Beard, and in the Court of the English Com- 
pany, with the improper conduct of Sir Edward Littleton :—Mr. 

Beard was blamed for the inaccuracy of his general accounts, 
and for allowing private trade, which -had,occasioned competi- 
tions, to the detriment of the London Company ; his services, 
however, were acknowledged, for getting in, and liquidating the 

VOL. IH. 3 Z debts 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Committees of the London Company to President 
Letters from the 


Th omas Pitt and Council at Fort St. George, 10th January 1703-4. 
Court of Directors of the English Company to President John Pitt and Council at Ma- 
sulipatam, 10th May, 8th June, 1703, and 10th January 1703-4.— Letter (private) from 
the Court of the English Company to Mr. Fraser, at Fort St. George, 10th January 1703-4. 

(2)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Agent and Council at 


Bencoolen, 10th January 1703-4. 
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CHAP. III. debts at Patna, Cossimbuzar, &c., and for his estimate of the 
1705-4, sums which had been extorted from him, by the Prince, Duan, 
: and Native Officers. 

With these animadversions, the Court signified, that, in 
this season, they were to send a small stock, only, because the 
surplus of Quick Stock at Fort St. George had been ordered to be 
remitted to Fort William, and the whole of the money recovered 
in Bengal, (as the separate stock of the London Company,) 
was to be vested in saltpetre, of the best quality, the existing 
circumstances of an European war making it a profitable article 
in the market :—The sending a small stock might, also, convince 
the Moors of the evil consequences of oppressing the English, 
and the danger the trade in India would run, should they 


withdraw from it. 


Saale in. Sir Edward Littleton was blamed by the Court of the 
Eag English Company, for his great negligence in transmitting his 
Littleton, and accounts, which had occasioned considerable embarrassment, 
AE NC had led to the appointment of a Committee, to inspect 
ee -Bye-laws, one of which positively required, that all books should 
be balanced, and sent home every year ;—for having allowed 
the Company’s servants to enter into contracts for -private 
trade with the Natives, which was positively prohibited ;— 
for having sent home goods, at such high prices, and of such 
bad quality, that the Court would be obliged, in future, 
to request some of the London Company’s servants to super- 


intend their affairs, and make up their accounts :—and for 


detaining 
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detaining the shipping without reason, particularly the De ree eee | 
Grave, as this vessel had become leaky, and fears were enter- 1703-4 
tained of her being lost. These complaints terminated in | 
suspicions of the correctness of Sir Edward Littleton’s admi- 
nistration, for a secret letter was dispatched to the four Senior 
Members of the English Company’s Council, empowering them 

to examine the contracts into which he had entered with the 

Native Brokers, and should they find he had been guilty of a 

breach of trust, they were, on their being settled at Calcutta, 

to require him to deliver up his books and papers :—if he 

refused, or was refractory, they were to seize them by force, 

and should they discover proofs of his fraudulent proceed- 

igns, they were then to produce a secret letter, revoking his 
commission as President; this letter, however, was not to be 

acted on, except in the event of his refusing to surrender 

his books and papers, or to afford explanations to their satis- 

faction. ©- 

The importance of the Cuma trade, on the Union of the. Instructions 
London and English Companies, and the value of the imports at Chieti 
from that Empire, with the probability of extending the circuit ign 

3242 à of 


(1)—Letter from the Court of Committees of the London Company to Mr. Beard and. 
Council at Fort William, 10th January 1703-4. Letters from the Court of Directors of 
the English Company to Sir Edward Littleton and Council at Hughly, 10th January and 
Ath February 1703-4. Letter (separate) from the Court of the English Company to the 
four Senior Members of Council at Hughly, enclosing a revocation of Sir Edward Littleton's. 
commission as President, 10th January 1703-4. i 
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CHAP. III. of exchanges, between it and the Islands in the China Seas, 


1703-4. and India, had led to a competition between the two Coiiipa- 


nies, which the Union in England rendered no longer 
necessary; in this season, therefore, when the trade was 
committed to the Court of Managers, and when, of course; 
the competition ceased, the station of Puro ConporE was 
considered to be no longer of importance, for, notwithstanding 
the reports of President Catchpoole, it was the opinion of the 
Court, that it should be withdrawn, and that the military 
stores, and the materials for fortification, should be carried to 
Bansar-Massin, that the trade of Borneo might be connected 
with that of China and India. For this purpose, it was ordered, 
that every civility should be shewn to the inhabitants, and the 
project of fortifying Banjar-Massin concealed, till the place 
could be put in a state to repel their attacks. 

~ The investment ordered on the ship Liampo, affords a new 
view of the goods imported, at this period, from Curna 
to England; or, twenty-four tons of copper, forty tons of 
green ginger, and the remainder of the cargo in'teas, of which 


two-thirds were to he Singlo Tea, one-sixth Imperial Tea, and 


“one-sixth Bohea :—if it should be found impracticable to man 


this vessel for a direct voyage to Europe, she was to proceed to 


Borneo, and there take in pepper for Bengal, and either to 


bring saltpetre from thence to England, or to be sold at Calcutta. 
The general order which had been given to the other Settle- 
ments, for winding up the affairs of the Separate Companies, 
and discharging all debts, was repeated to the Agents, both in 

China 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


yy 


———— —a_ 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


‘China, and in Borneo, who were to invest whateyer surplus might 
remain, on the Separate Accounts, in pepper, or in China pro- 
duce. 

The orders to Sr. HeLena, on the establishment of the 
Union in England, in the preceding season, were repeated 
in this, with the addition, that all stores remaining, on the 
22d July 1702, should be sold, and the proceeds carried to 
the separate account of the ‘London Company, as all salaries, 
charges, pay of soldiers, &c., after that day, were to be 
repaid, by the United Trade. 


The method observed in detailing the domestic events, 
which marked the Company’s affairs, now under the direction 
of the Court of Managers, must be followed, in reviewing 
the proceedings of the Foreign Settlements, because the 
separate interests of the London and English Companies, 
were affected by the greater or lesser degrees of obedience which 
the servants of each paid to the orders of the Court of Ma- 
nagers, or to the subordinate orders of their respective Courts 
of Committees, or Directors, for winding up their affairs. 


` 


At 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Directors of the English Company to the Presidents 


ya 


and Councils of their Settlements in China, and on the Island of Borneo, 10th January 
‘and 4th February 1703-4. l S i , 

(2)—Letter from the Court of Committees of the London Company to the Goyernor 
and Council of St. Helena, 3d January 1703-4. 
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CHAP. IIT. At Surat, the long habits of opposition, between Sir John 
1703-4. Gayer and Sir Nicholas Waite, continued to affect their conduct, 
SOF UDA greater or lesser degree, in carrying the orders of the Court 
Gayerand Sit of Managers, respecting the Union, into execution, and the 
Waite, in incident of Sir John Gayer having received the earliest notice of 
wither. its completion, excited a considerable degree of jealousy in Sir 
Court of Ma- Nicholas Waite :—the former intimated to the Court, that he 
SSN should immediately enter on the duty of opening the new books, 
from the 22d July 1702, and that he had required the latter to 
be present, when the inventories of the Dead Stock of the 
London Company were taken; an invitation which he refused, 
though it was his duty to comply, giving as his reason, that 
Sir John Gayer, by notifying the Union to the Governor of 
Surat (the Phirmaunds not having been obtained) had brought 
on a misunderstanding, which might. be prejudicial to the 
English Company’s affairs, and that he could not take any 
share in making up the inventories of the London Company’s 
Dead Stock, as their books had not been regularly ba- 
lanced.—This statement he, himself, seems to have con- 
sidered as evasive, and anticipated that it would not be 
satisfactory to the Court; but asserted, that it would have- 
been more decorous, and would have served the- partiuclar 
interests of the two Companies better, if each of them had se- 
parately transmitted their orders to their respective Presidencies. 
On one point, only, these Presidents agreed, or that force was 
the only means which could be used, to stop the oppressions 


they were experiencing from the Mogul Government ; but Sir 
| John 
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John Gayer explained, that till he should be possessed of CHAP. 1. 


means for bringing off the Company’s property and servants from 1703-4. 
Surat, force could not be employed, more particularly when 
the weak state of the fortifications at Bombay, (the garrison not 
having received any supply of recruits) was taken into -con- 
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CHAP. III. Agents of the London Company, or of the Dutch, from confine- 
1703-4. ment to their houses, and both were reduced to receive a daily 
allowance of provisions. 

Under such circumstances, trade was at a stand, and, of 
course, the ships of both Companies restrained from taking their 
investments on board, or proceeding to Europe. The London 
Company’s Agents reported to the Court, that they would (as 
soon as they were released) transmit their books, balanced to the 
22d July 1702, and discharge their separate debts ;—and the 
English Company’s Agents stated, that they would, also, make up 
their separate accounts; but that the payment of the debts, 
which they estimated at three lacks and a half of rupees, would 
render it impracticable for them to dispatch the Katherine to 
China, according to the Court’s orders, unless they received 
remittances from the other Presidencies. ®© i 

There does not remain any documents, on which an account 
of the state of the Company’s affairs in PEersxa, during this 
season, can be rested. 

meth ae The event of the death of Consul Pitt, which took place at 
Consul Pit; Deverampaut, on the Sth May 1703, by again rendering Fort 


and report of 


President Pitt St. David a dependency on Fort St. George, facilitated the 


on the sepa- 


te inte 5 s 
f if thetwo measures taken for adjusting the separate concerns of both 


C . . à . . i 
ompames Companies, on the CoromanpEL Coasr. President Pitt was i 
E 

now 


(1)—Letter from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to ‘the Court of the London 
Letters frona Sir Nicholas Waite and Council to the 


Company, 1st December 1703. 
Court of Managers, and to the English Company, 24th and 25th May, 19th June, 20th 


September, 14th and 30th November 1703. 
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now without a Rival, and had an opportunity of exercising those CHAP. UL 


talents, and feelings of duty, for which he had been distinguished. 1703 -4. 


After notifying to the Court, that the new books would be opened 
on the 22d July 1702, he reported, that inventories of the Dead 
Stock of both Companies had been taken, though Mr. Tillard, the 
English Company’s provisional President at Masulipatam, from 
being the only surviving member of their Council at that place, 
could not attend;—that the debts due by the London Company 
would be discharged, but that considerable difficulty would be 
experienced in arranging the affairs of the English Company, from 
the misfortune which had happened to the ship Norris, (of the 
wreck of which no part had. been recovered,) and from the late 
Consul Pitt having died much in debt ;—that he had, however, 
offered his assistance to the servants of the English Company, 
and would act for the common interest, notwithstanding any 
insinuations which had, or might be made against his conduct ; 
—and, in particular, that the United Stock should not suffer by 
closing the separate stocks of the former two Companies. 
Having given this view of the general interests of the two 
Companies, President Pitt next described the conyulsed state of 
the countries bordering on the English Settlements ;—that Doud 
Khan had marched his army near Fort St. David, but had 
removed, on receiving a present of three hundred pagodas ;— 
that Mr. Gabriel Roberts had been re-appointed Governor of that 
Fort ;—that Doud Khan’s army had next threatened Madras, 
but had not actually invested it, which circumstance had induced 
the President and Council to complete the walls round the Black 
VoL. Ill. 4A Town, 
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CHAP. III. Town, the charges of which, amounting to six thousand pago- 
1703-4, das, had been (though reluctantly) defrayed by the Native 


inhabitants ;—that Doud Khan’s project was to expel the Eng- 
lish from the towns round the Fort, for though the Union might 
be beneficial to the general interest of the Indian trade, it was: 
a measure unintelligible to the Natives, on whom the appearance 
of force, to resist their aggressions, was. the only means which 
could prevent insults and oppressions ;—and, therefore, that a 
reinforcement of troops was absolutely necessary, for twelve out 
of the sixteen soldiers, who had arrived this season, were dead ;: 
—that, considering the state of the war with France, such rein- 
forcement was the more urgent, because the French garrison at 
Pondicherry was more numerous than the troops which the 
English had at Fort St. George and Fort St. David, together ;— 
and that, to enable both Forts to hold out against attacks, the 
Council at Madras had applied to the Agent at Bencoolen, to send 
them fifty Buggesses, or Javanese soldiers, with their officers, to 
do duty, for five years, at Fort St. George and Fort St. David, 
and, in return, proposed to send Topasses to do duty at 
Bencoolen. 

The separate report on the affairs of the two Companies, 


and on- trade in general, stated, in so far as regarded 


_the London Company, that their Factory at Masulipatam 


had been, withdrawn, and all claims on them, at that station, 


discharged ; ;—that the English Company’s Writers had been 


F employed, at £20 per annum each, till the expiration of 


their covenants ; —that hopes were entertained, Indian produce 
would 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


pu’ 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


would be cheaper, as the competition between the two Companies 
had ceased; but that the prices given for European goods 
must be lowered, to encourage retailers to carry them into the 
country ;—and that, in future, it would be improper to send out 
gunpowder, as that article could be made at Madras, at twenty- 
five shillings per barrel, of as good quality as that sent from 
‘England, which cost five guineas per barrel. 

The separate report on the affairs of the English Coni- 
pany stated, that from the heavy loss sustained by the ship 
Norris, and from their having dispatched the Katherine 
with an investment for Europe, estimated at 195,840 rupees, 
their funds were left so low, that though the Halifax had arrived 
from China, they were unable, agreeably to the Court’s orders, 
to make up a sum sufficient to return her to China, and, there- 
fore, after taking out part of her China produce, they had sent 
her to Bengal, with the remainder, that she might proceed 
thence to Europe. 

There does not appear to have been any direct communi- 
cations between BrEncooLen and the Coast, this season; but 
President Pitt gave it as his opinion, that the rendering it inde- 
pendent of Fort St. George, would be attended with many 
disadvantages, as, hitherto, it had been supported, chiefly, by 
bills drawn on Madras ;—that though the Agents at Bencoolen, 
had strongly recommended establishing a station at Priaman, or 
at Trebanny, the Madras Council would not consent, without 
receiving the Court’s orders, but, in the mean time, “they 
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-CHAP II Would supply Bencoolen with rupees, as soon as the silver should 
1703-4. arrive from England, for that purpose, © 


Report, by The situation of affairs in BENGAL, this season, as might 
the Commit- 
tee of Eight, 
on the state : x a. 
of alfairs in been placed, was complicated, both from the difficulty of winding 


Bengal. 


have been expected, from the restraints under which trade had 


up the accounts for the thrée separate interests, of the London, 
English, and United Stocks, from the objections of the Native 
Powers to transfer to the United Company, the privileges the 
London Company enjoyed, and from the objections of the 
London and United Companies, to incur the risks for payments, 
to which the English Company were subjected, from not having 
a Phirmaund. 

When the Commission arrived, the affairs of the United 
Company were placed under the direction of a Council of Eight, 
composed of the four Senior Members of each Company :—the 
office of President was suspended for one year, and the two former 


Presidents directed their attention to make up an account, and form 
each Com- 


an estimate of the value of the separate Dead Stocks: 
pany, however, were distressed, by the confinement their servants 
had experienced, and by the seizure of their effects ; but, even 


in this situation, both agreed. in giving it as their opinion to the 
Court 


(3)—Letters from President Pitt and Council at Fort St. George to the Court of Mana- 
gers, and to the London Company, 18th and 25th May, 5th November 1703, 28th January 
Letter from President Pitt and Council to the Agent and 


and 12th February 1703-4. 
Council at Bencoolen, 23d September 1703.—— Letter from Mr. Villard, at Masulipatam, 


‘$0 the English Company, 26th May and 30th September 1703. 
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Court of Managers, that grants of trade, by the Mogul Govern- CHAP. i. 


ment, were temporary expedients only, and that force, alone, or 1705-4. 


‘a fortification with a strong garrison, was the only means by 
which the observation of the conditions in these grants could be 
made effectual. 

It was apprehended, however, by the London Company’s 
Agents, that the United Trade would experience much difficulty, 
from the English Company having no Phirmaund, and from their 
having come under a Bond of Security, for the payment of cus- 
toms :—under these circumstances, the United Council could not 
allow the English Company to use their temporary grant, but 
rather preferred bringing down the goods from Cossimbuzar, 
in the names of Native Merchants. 

Having prefaced this account of the difficulties they had 
surmounted, the United Council informed ithe Court, that a 
Member of Council, and two Factors of each Company, had 
made inventories of the respective Dead Stocks of each, and that 
the general books had been balanced up to the 22d July 1702. 
It does not appear, that any obstacle was thrown in the way of 
executing this general order of thé Separate Courts, and of the 
Court of Managers, by the Agents of the London Company, but 
‘that considerable difficulties had arisen, on the part of Sir Edward 
Littleton, whom the Agents of the English Company described 
to be debtor to his employers, to a large amount, for sums taken 
up in his own name, and from his having been security mor 


“Native Merchants, to the amount of 174,000 rupees.. 
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CHAP. TH. . When the United Council -began to act, difficulties 

1703-4. occurred, respecting the rank which each member was. to 
hold, as some of those nominated by the London Com- 
pany were dead; the moderation, however, of the English 
Company’s servants (Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton being 
out of the question) induced them to cede the rank to the ser- 
vants of the London Company, to prevent, as they expressed it, 
“< any disputes occurring at the commencement of the United 
< Trade.” 

This moderation left Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton 
free to discharge the respective duties which had been assigned 
to them. At the close of the year, the servants of the English 
Company, and their effects, were placed in security at Calcutta, 
and in Fort William, and all the Dead Stock of both Companies 
put under the administration of the United Council, who assured 
the Court of Managers, they would insist with the Native Powers, 
to conform to the ancient privileges of trade, which the London 
Company had acquired, and to allow them, in their fullest extent, 
to the United Trade. 

Sia aA The separate reports, however, which each conyeyed to 
servants on their former constituents, were at variance :—the London Com- 
ee pany’s servants, in general, stated, that there would be funds 
Da, sub- sufficient to discharge their debts, while those of the English 
Company represented the London Company to be indebted, in 

~ Bengal, to a greater amount than their stock could discharge: 


~—the Agents of the English Company, on the contrary, ré- 
a presented 
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presented théir funds to be sufficient to defray their:debts, in 
‘less than two years, and that there would remain a surplus, 
both of money and goods; but, at the same: time admitted, 
that if the debts and securities, incurred by Sir Edward Littleton, 
should be discharged from the separate fund of the English 
Company, the liquidation of the debt would be more distant, 
and less practicable. The representations of the servants of 
both Companies, on this subject, go to fixa charge of mis- 
management against Sir Edward: Littleton, from his unjusti- 
fiable proceedings with the other European Companies ; giving, 
as an instance, his having granted passes to am Acheen vessel, 
belonging to a Dutchman and an Armenian; after Mr. Beard 
had refused them; and, in fact, that “his conduct would be 
an obstruction to the speedy settlement of the United Trade. 

The information respecting the general state of trade, this 
season, is extremely limited, proving only the difficulty of 
making up investments, by the continued exactions of the 
Duan, who had made a demand of fifteen thousand rupees from 
each of the English Companies, for liberty of trade, and 
who either could not, or would not, understand the novelty 
of their being united, and forming only one Company ; from 


which it was inferred, that the fortifications at Fort William: 


must be enlarged and completed, and that a garrison of at. 


least one hundred Europeans, with proper officers, would 
be required for its defence, for which an annual supply of fifteen: 
or twenty recruits would be necessary ;—that the revenues, how- 


ever,. 
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CHAP. 11. eyer, were yearly increasing, and would, in a short time, be 


m y 
1703-4. equal to the charges of the establishment. 


= The government’ of the country was, at the same time, 
extremely shifting :—the great age of the Mogul was daily 
increasing the appearances of a civil war, which necessarily 
affected the Company’s trade, because their Agents could not 
send their treasure to be coined at the King’s mints, as it might 
be seized, either before, or after the coinage. i 
Tke United Council, therefore, while they requested new 
stock, to enable them to purchase goods for the investment, to 
remain in safety at the Fort, till the arrival of the ships, desired 
that neither woollens, glass-ware, nor looking-glasses, might 
be sent, those articles having, from the quantity exported last 
season, become unsaleable.) 
Reporton It is only from the reports of the English Company’s 
trade ator, Agents in Borneo, and in Carna, that the knowledge of the 
Gondors, ng SE of the English interests, embarked in the trade of either, | 
Amy. can he collected; and, indeed, as the London Company had 
hitherto made voyages of experiment, only, and committed the 
management of them to Supercargoes, without attempting 
Factories, the English Company’s transactions afford the sole 
evidence 


; 


*(1)—Letters from the President and Council, and the United Council at Calcutta, to 


the Court of the London Company, and to the Court of Managers, 18th November, 
Letters from the President and 


g 15th December 1703, and 20th January 1703-4. 
Council, and United Council, to the Court of the English Company, and to the Court 


of Managers, 1 Ith December 1703, 10th and 14th January 1703-4. 


se 
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evidence of the degree in which the trade to China was, at this 


time, practicable. 


At Bansan-Massix, in Bornxo, it would appear, that. 


553 


. CHAP. Illy 


. 1703 - 4. 


trade might: have) been» rendered profitable, if the security of a- 


fortification, and an adequate garrison could have. been afforded ; 
for, without both, neither: the pepper which might be collected, 
could be kept in.store,.nor a. stop put to the projects of the 
Dutch, who, by. means of the Chinese and Maccassars; were 
engrossing the greatest part of it: 

‘The Agent at this station, therefore, represented, that 


much caution must be observed-in erecting the Fort, or in in- 


troducing soldiers to form the garrison, for should the Natives - 


‘discover, that force was. intended to be employed against 
them, they would immediately take up: arms ;—that the esta- 
blishment: of ‘a Fort, however,. would: be acceptable, both to 
the Chinese and. Javanese merchants, because it would. afford 


protection to their. trade and shipping;—should the Court 


resolve to build»a Kort, supplies of stores. of every kind must. 


be sent (Mr: Landen -having left the place quite destitute), as - 


“well as soldiers, and an. officer. to command the garrison,;—the 


trade, however, must, both in point of stock and .regulations, be 


new modelled ;—the stock must be considerable, and the trade - 


exclusive, for if private stock ships- should come. out;. prices - 


would be raised,.and common dollars would not be accepted by - 


the Native:merchants ;—IJndian produce, also, must be sent on: 


the Company’s account, only, and not on that of their individual- 


servants-in, India; the market . for. opium, for instance, haying, . 


VoL Ul. 4B this . 
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CHAP.II. this year, been totally engrossed, and a sufficient quantity in 
1703-4. store for twelve months, brought by a vessel which had arrived, 
under Sir Edward Littleton’s pass, from Bengal. 

The trade in Carna, and the state of the Company’s 
affairs at Puro Conporr, this season, exhibited, only, un- 
availing efforts to obtain grants, at Chusan and Amoy ; President 
Catchpoole’s opinion, therefore, was, that the fortifying of 
this Island, and sending one hundred Europeans as a garrison 
to it, would render it impregnable to the Chinese, and a station 
from which reprisals could be made on their shipping and trade; 
for observation had proved this to be the only expedient for 
obtaining a profitable share in the China markets :—Mr. Catch- 
poole repeated his recommendation of Pulo Condore, for this pur- 
pose, from its being cool and healthy, and situated at the entrance 
of the Bay of Siam, and near the “‘ Cambojiar and Chiampa 

“shores,” on the Coast of Cochin-China ;—that, hitherto, he had 
erected only a fortification of timber, filled up with sand, and faced 
with bricks, and that no farther progress could be made, till a 
‘proportion of artificers, particularly bricklayers, could be sent from 
“England ;—and that, for the next season, all ships intended for 
‘the China trade, should be ordered to'stop at Pulo Condore, which 
‘would ‘give notice ‘to the ‘Chinese merchants, that their trade 
‘with the English was to centre in that Island, for which.a grant, 
from the King of ‘Cochin-China, had been obtained. 
| The report on the Company’s trade at:CHUSAN, at which 
port:President Catchpoole arrived, on the 19th. August 1703, in 


‘substance was, ‘that though he found the Factory safe, the 
. Agent 
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Agent left there, had only been able to obtain a small quantity CR aEr ey. 


of goods ;—that, on his coming on shore, and attempting pur- 1703-4, 


chases, he had been confined to the Factory, and compelled to 
make a contract with the Chinese merchants, on their own 
terms ;—that the articles, however, though dear, had been 
regularly delivered, and of good quality, and, therefore, that 
he would, in future, desist from bringing a sbip to Chusan, 
and rather try what could be done, by opening a trade between 
China and Pulo Condore ;—and that he should be obliged to leave 
above ten thousand tales, of the Company’s effects, at Chusan, 
which, if not remitted to Pulo Condore, would oblige him to 
make reprisals on the Chinese junks; meantime, that he had 
dispatched the Company’s ships, with full and rich cargoes, 
for England. | 

The report from Amoy stated, that Anqua, the Chinese 
merchant, had left the Supercargoes without payment, and 
that they were preparing to remove to Pulo Condore, by. the 
first opportunity ;—that one of the Factors would proceed 
on the vessel which they were about to dispatch for England, 
and the other would go to Pulo Condore, and return in 
the following year to Amoy, to try what could be done, for the 
recovery of the debts due to the Company at that port. 

4B2 i 


(1)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, to the Court of 
Directors of the English Company, 23d December 1703, 24th February, and 23d March 
1703-4.—— Letters from President Catchpoole and Council to the Court of Directors of 
the English Company, from Pulo Condore and Chusan, and from the Factors at Amoy, 
sth July, 2d and 22d November 1703, 13th December 1703, and 19th January 1703-4. 
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1704-5. we Og 


i 


Tur events, under the administration of the. Court of Ma 
nagers, as well as those which regarded the winding up of the 
separate interests of the two Companies, were, in this season, 


few, and -directed entirely to the bringing back the foreign 


administration of their affairs, to the same system which was 


observed, pr reviously to the rise of the opposing interests of the 


iwo: ‘Companies. 
It appears from their records, that fie Directors of the 
English Company, who had been incorporated into a Court, 
with the Committees of the London Company, gave way, in 
all the general instructions which were framed, to the better 


knowledge and experience of their former pEpgpents, but now 


colleagues. 


In this season, therefore, it only occurs in the general 
orders, on the one hand, that the most decided approbation 
was given to Sir John Gayer, and his Council, for the 
resolution and zeal in the Company's service, which they 


had manifested, during the barbarous oppressions they had 


“experienced from the Mogul and his Officers, and, on the other 


hand, the most marked disapprobation of Sir Nicholas Waite’s 
conduct, for having refused to give his assistance to Sir John 


Gayer 
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‘Gayer, and the London Company’s servants, during their impri- 
sonment at Surat, with the most positive orders to him, not only 
to afford them his assistance, but, in future, to lay aside all 
animosity and personal resentment. 
The Court of Directors of the English Company, also, ex- 


pressed their marked censure of Sir Nicholas Waite, for having 


refused to assist in taking the inventory of the Dead Stock of both = 


Companies ; but suspended giving any decisive judgement on his 
conduct, or on that of their other servants at Surat, till they 


557 
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should have the whole subject more fully before them. It was, — 


in the mean time, ordered, that the separate account of the 
English Company, at Surat, and at its dependencies; should be 
made up with all possible dispatch. 

The Court of the London Company separately explained te 
Sir John Gayer, that the existing war in Europe, alone, prevented 
their obtaining men of war to clear the Indian Seas of the 
pirates, er sending a supply of soldiers for the garrison of 
Bombay, but that they would employ every effort, when peace 
should be restored, not only to render that garrison respectable, 
but to equip armed ships to clear the seas, and “ to root out 
c that nest of pirates, the Muscat Arabs” © 

The Court, after giving similar information to the Agents in 
Persra, with that which had been transmitted to their respective 


Presidencies, on the subject of the Union, and the conduct 

to 

(1)—Letters from the Court of the London Company to Sir John Gayer and, Council 

at Surat and Bombay, 3d and 12th January 1704- -5.—— Letters from the Sort of ‘the 
English Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, 18th January 1704-5. 


appointed 
Agent in Per« 
sia, under 
particular in- 


f 
$ 
Mr. Prescott l 
| 
| 
structions, 
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CHAP.III. to be observed by their servants towards each other, informed 
1704-5. them, that the London Company’s revenue at Gombroon, of one 
thousand tomands per annum, had, by the Act of Union, been 
transferred to the United Company ;—that the evasions of payment, 
by the Persian Government, had induced the Court of Managers 
to apply to the Queen, requesting Her Majesty to address a 
letter to the King of Persia, desiring the trade might be settled 
on its ancient basis, and the arrears of customs paid up ;—that 
Mr. Prescott was appointed by the Court, to be Chief at Ispahan, 
and was to be the bearer of the Queen’s letter, and of the presents 
from the United East-India Company, to the King of Persia :— 
Mr. Owen was nominated to be next in Council to Mr. Pres- 
cott, and to remain Chief at Gombroon. In disposing of 
the remains of goods, all cloths which would not sell in 
Persia, were to be re-shipped, and sent for sale to Bombay or 

Surat. 
Instructions It is probable, that the event of the death of Consul Pitt, 
Pi, to mako and the revocation of ine Consular powers, assumed by his suc- 
ate acconnis cessor, Mr. Tillard, facilitated the execution of the Court’s 
Companies. orders, for making up the separate accounts of the two Compa- 
nies, as well as the management of the United Trade on the 
Coast or ConomMANDEL, because it restored Fort St. David to 
be a dependency on Fort St. George, and prepared the Agents 


of 


(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Agent and Council in 
Persia, 3d January 1704-5. 
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of the English Company to assist Mr. Fraser and Mr. Wright, 
who had been empowered, in conjunction with Mr. Tillard, not 
only to examine the accounts at Masulipatam and Madapollam, 
but the separate accounts of the late Consul Pitt, and to pay 
off all debts due by the English Company:—To remove any 
claims by his assigns, the Court had paid a bill for 19,500 
pagodas, for diamonds purchased by him. i 

Having thus paved the way for the arrangement of their 
affairs, the Court directed President Pitt, and his Council, at Fort 
St. George, to engage the remainder of the English Company’s 
servants (who .did not exceed six or seven in number) in the 
United Service, and to give them rank according to their stand- 
ing in India. i 

On the London Company’s separate account, the Court 
expressed their satisfaction, that the books had been completed, 
and directed that the surplus of Quick Stock should be invested 


in saltpetre, and every assistance in their power afforded to their 


servants in China, for recovering the debt due to the Company - 


by Anqua; to raise what money might be necessary, on the 
separate account of the English Company, to pay all debts, and 
clear accounts at Masulipatam and Madapollam, and to offer 


to the Natives, a proportion of the value of what they might 


recover, from the wreck of the ship Norris.“ 


When 


(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to President Pitt and Council at 
Fort St. George, 12th and 19th January 1704-5. Letters from the Court of the 
English Company to the President and Council at Fort St. George, and the Agents at 
Masulipatam, 18th January 1704-5. 
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_ CHAP. IIT. When the transfer was made of the Settlement of Brn«. 


1704-5. coorren, in the Island’ of Sumatra, in the season 1702-3, by 


Orders to the a 2 5 
Agentat the London to the United Company, this station was made 


Bencoolen to , ; -Jia z : 

make up the independent: of Fort St. George; which President Pitt sub+ 
separate ac- g " 7 ` 

cran ai the sequently represented had: occasioned the inconveniency of his 
ondon . - ° 

Company. not having been able to: control their proceedings, while they 


were drawing for large sums on the Presidency, to defray their- 


expences, and to make: purchases of pepper, to fill up- their 
exports to England. 

* Though this independence of Bencooren was not revoked, 
in the season we are reviewing, 


for not having. made up, and transmitted their accounts of Quick 


the Agents were blamed, 


Stock, or returns of the amount of pepper in‘store, as-it 
appeared, that Desides the iarge stock sent’ for’ the: invest- 
ment in this article, they had drawn bills on Fort St. George 
to the amount’ of sixteen thousand dollars; the orders, there- 
fore, were repeated, that the accounts. should be speedily 
madè up, and’ encouragement granted to the Chinese to settle 
at the Company’s stations, on the Island of Sumatra.“ » 
Commission- - If the Court of- Managers were dissatisfied with the state 
ea of the United and Separate Stocks, in the preceding season, the 
conduct of information: they had received, in this ‘year, by affording them 
e Fresi- 


acis ofboth evidence of the improper proceedings of the late Presidents in 
mpanies, 


powering 3 


(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company tothe Agent and Council at 
Bencoolen, 3d January 1704-55 
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powering two of their servants, at Fort St. George, to proceed to CHAP. mmo 
Bengal, and examine the state of their separate accounts 1704-5, 
and debts, and report their progress to President Pitt and 

the Council at Fort St. George:—these Commissioners were 
authorized to enter on a general examination of all accounts 

and ,commercial transactions, which had taken place in Bengal, 

since the year 1698, and to transmit the result, one copy to 

Fort St. George, and another to the Court, that the sum which 

really constituted the debts of the London Company might be 
ascertained, and liquidation of them effected ; for which purpose, 

President Pitt was empowered to borrow money at interest, 

and to draw bills on the Court, for the discharge of this debt, 

and, as far as the liquidation of the debts of the London Com- 

pany was concerned, President Pitt, or the persons he might 

appoint, were to proceed to Bengal, and exercise controlling 

powers ; it being the opinion of the Court, that the debts could 

not be considerable, from the very small investments of Bengal 

goods which had been recently sent to England. 

The orders, respecting the separate debts of the English 
Company; were not less precise ; but the conduct of their Council 
was condemned in strong terms, for having permitted Sir 
Edward Littleton to run in debt, to the Company, to so great 
an amount as he had done :—farther, to mark their displeasure 
at his proceedings, he was dismissed the service, and an 
order issued to compel him to pay those debts at Calcutta, or 


to give an obligation to discharge them in England, and, as a 


public mark of their displeasure, the Court formally revoked 
VoL. Ul. 4C the 
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to be with- 
drawn, 
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the commission by which he had been appointed President iny 
Bengal :—the Council, also, were blamed for having made up 
their books in the most incorrect manner, and for purposes 
apparently fraudulent, by entering large sums, on the Company’s 
account, under feigned names. ©? 

The Court of Managers, on reviewing the whole of the 
proceedings of President Catchpoole and the Supercargoes, 
at the different ports in Curna, particularly the oppressions- they. 

} ? y: 


had experienced at Chusan, determined, to use their own 
2 


words, ‘‘ as being weary of the trade,” not to send: out any 
ship, or Supercargoes, to that: port, this season ; and to dispatch. 
only the ship Toddington, to Amoy, to endeavour to recover the 
debt due to the Company,.at that port, by Anqua, the Chinese 


merchant, and to yest the amount, (whatever it might be,). 


in such goods as were suited to the Madras or English. 


markets ; specifying that Teas ‘should have the preference, and,. 
at all events, not to include China-ware in the assortment. 

As the Island of Puro Conpore could only be made a 
station to which Chinese goods could: be brought by junks, 


and could not furnish, in itself, any produce, being only, 


according to President Catchpoole’s report, an intermediate: 
station: 


(1)—Letters from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council at 
Calcutta, 3d and 19th January 1704-5._— Letters from the Court of the English Company 
to the President and Members of Council at Hughly and Calcutta, 18th January 1704-5, —~ 
Letters from the Court of the English Company tothe President and Council at Fort St. 


George, Jgth January 1704-5. 
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station for China produce, the Court ordered that this Settlement CHAP. ur. 
should be withdrawn, and the guns, stores, and English settlers, 1704-5. 
sent to Bansar-Massin, in Borneo, at which port, a strong 
fortification was to be erected, and the garrison made up from 
such of the Company’s military servants as might arrive from 
Pulo Condore, or who might be already at Banjar-Massin :— 
This station was, in future, to be a Presidency, and Mr. Catch- 


poole, and a Council, appointed to manage it. 


If evidence had been wanting of the impolicy of establish- prea 
concuct o 


ing two rival English Companies, the events at the Presidency Sir Nicholas 
Fes) Waite,incon- 


of Surat, in the season 1704-5, fully demonstrated this fact ; sequence of 
his provision- 
al appoint- 
ment as Ge- 
neral, should 
Sir John 
Gayer con- 
tinue in pri- 


—After the Union had taken place in England, which did away 
opposition between the two Companies, the interpretations put 
on the instructions of the Court of Managers, by Sir Nicholas 
Waite, discovered, that, instead of obeying them, in their spirit of *°"- 
conciliation, he employed them as a foundation for continuing 
opposition and animosity, between the servants of the two 
Companies, when it was the duty of each to have laid them 
aside, and to bring the trade to the simple form in which 
4C2 it 


(1)—Letters from the Court of the English Company to President Catchpoole and 
Council, at Chusan and Pulo Condore, 18th January 1704-5. 
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CHAP. UI. it had been carried on, during the period of the London 


1704-5, Company. 


Sir John 
Gayer, and 
the London 
Company's 
servants, 
closely im- 


When these instructions were framed, the Court of Mana- 
gers were informed of the imprisonment of Sir John Gayer, 
whose zeal had led him from Bombay to Surat, where, 
for three years, he had resisted the demands of the 
Governor, for compensation to be paid, for losses which 
the Native merchants pretended they had sustained, from the 
depredations of the pirates; it, therefore, was provided, that 
should Sir John Gayer remain a prisoner at Surat, when the 
instructions arrived, or for three months subsequently to that 
period, then Sir Nicholas Waite, instead of being President at 
Surat, should act as General, provisionally, and employ his 
utmost efforts for the release of Sir John Gayer, and for re- 
covering the Security-Bonds, extorted formerly from President 
Annesley. This ill-judged clause in the instructions offered a 
temptation to Sir Nicholas Waite, which neither his disposition, 
nor his habits, could resist. On this occasion, his conduct afforded 
an example of the misfortune, both to the United Trade, and 
to the separate concerns of the two Companies, of having 
entrusted (after so fully approving of the measures of Sir John 
Gayer) a provisional power with a person, whose violence and 
ambition, they already knew, had contributed to the failure of 
Sir William Norris’s Embassy. 

The Governor of Surat, on this occasion, after having seen 
the animosity between the Agents of the two Companies, began 


to doubt which of them was the real representative of the English 


Nation, 
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Nation, and whether Sir John Gayer, or Sir Nicholas Waite, 
was the chief officer of the United Company, and therefore 
demanded evidence of the fact from both. 

Sir John Gayer, on this emergency, requested Sir Nicholas 
Waite to send an Agent from the English Company, to meet one 
from the London Company, that they might together wait on 
the Governor, and state to him, that Sir John Gayer was 
the General of the United Company :—instead of complying 
with this reasonable proposition, Sir Nicholas Waite not only 
refused to accede to it, but sent an evasive answer, that he 
would wait on the Governor separately :—he accordingly sent 
Rustum, his broker, privately to the Governor, to insinuate 
that Sir John Gayer had been displaced, that he, himself, 
was the General, and that Sir John Gayer must be confined, 
and a proper guard placed over the London Company’s Factory, 
if the Mogul Government intended to recover the money for the 
damages done by the pirates, amounting to eighty lacks of 
rupees ;—and, at the same time, seconded this iniquitous pro- 
ceeding, by sending him a bribe of twenty-seven thousand 
rupees. 

The Governor, on the presumption that this was the real 
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the Governor 
of Surat,from 
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sentations of 
Sir Nicholas: 
aite. 


state of the case, asked Mr. Bonnell, and another Member of 


the English Company’s Council, whether, if Sir John Gayer 
should be allowed to go to Bombay (as he was no longer 
General) the English Company would become bound for the 
debts due by the London Company :—Sir Nicholas Waite, in. 
this dilemma, was satisfied, that if he came under the obliga- 

tion, 
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CHAP.III. tion, it would be disavowed by the Court of Managers, and if 
1704-5. he refused it, he would expose Sir John Gayer to still farther 
hardships, and act in defiance of the positive orders which he 
had received, to contribute to his liberation ; but he preferred 
the expedient of refusing to become bound for the debts of the 
London Company, and left their General to his fate :—the 
immediate consequence was, that Sir John Gayer, and the Lon- 

don Company’s servants, were kept in more close confinement. 
Remons- Mr. Burniston, the Deputy Governor of Bombay (who 


trance of 


Sam modore, was one of the London Company’s servants) and Commodore 


the Deputy a 7 r , > 4 Bo Ae = 
Govererap Harland, who commanded the men of war, on hearing of this 


Foe on event, not only remonstrated, but addressed letters to the 
Goyernor of Surat, assuring him that Sir John Gayer was, 
in fact, the General of the United Company in India, and that 
the reports of Rustum, and of Sir Nicholas Waite, were not 
only in opposition to the orders which had been received from 
the Court of Managers, but absolutely false, and, therefore, 


demanded that Sir John Gayer might be released. 


EE j 


Alarmed at this intelligence, and afraid lest the ships of 
war might act offensively, the Governor required, from Sir 
Nicholas Waite, a Bond of Security, that he would immediately 
proceed to Bombay, and, in the event of any of the Surat ships 
being taken, deliver them up. On receiving this Bond, the 
Governor answered Mr. Burniston and Commodore Harland, 
that Sir John Gayer must be kept in close confinement, either 
till all the debts demanded from the London Company should be 
paid, or till the Mogul’s pleasure should be known. 


Sir 
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Sir Nicholas Waite, by this conduct, was obliged either to 
act against orders from home, or to incur the risk of the Qucen’s 
ships commencing hostilities against the Surat merchants, and 


had recourse to an artifice, to escape from the consequences of 
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Evasive Re- 
port of Sir 
Nicholas 
Waite to the 
Court,on this- 


these dishonorable proceedings. He represented to the Court, that subject. 


Sir John Gayer’s own rashness, in informing the Governor of 
the appointment of the Court of Managers, had been the source 
of all his calamities; for had he concealed this circumstance, 
the separate interests of the two Companies might have been 
adjusted, and himself released; but having divulged it, it was 
impossible to carry on trade, till the debts incurred by the London 
Company should be paid, and all claims on them, since Sir John 
Child’s war, discharged, which were estimated, by the Surat mer- 
chants, at the enormous sum of one-hundred and forty lacks :— 


he, also, represented to Commodore Harland, that Sir John Gayer 


could not act as General, till he was released from his im- | 


prisonment; and as the three months had expired, that he (Sir 
Nicholas Waite) was, in fact, the General of the United Com- 
pany, and, therefore, protested against any hostilities, by the 
ships of war, against the Mogul subjects. It was under these 
circumstances, that an order came from the Mogul to the 
Governor of Surat, directing that Sir John Gayer, and all 
the London Company’s servants, should be more closely con- 


fined. 


Sir John Gayer, on this occasion, addressed the Court of 


Managers, to use some effectual means for his deliverance, such 
as the Dutch, who had blockaded the port, had done, for the 


release 
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CHAP.III. release of their servants, because every effort he could make 
1704-5. would prove ineffectual ; for whatever bribe he might offer to 
the Governor would be counteracted by a still greater bribe, 
from Sir Nicholas Waite, to continue him in prison. 

Sir Nicholas It has already been mentioned, that Sir Nicholas Waite had 
Mein “GE given an obligation to the Governor of Surat, to proceed to 
appoini Mr Bombay, and to liberate any Surat vessels which might be 
puty Gover- detained, or taken by the Queen’s ships ; and, for this purpose, 
p he, at this period, applied to Commodore Harland for a passage : 
—this officer, indignant at his conduct, refused the request, 

which obliged him to go by Bassein, and thence pass, by a 

country vessel, to Bombay, where he arrived in the month of 
November 1704. The Deputy Governor, Mr. Burniston, hav- 

ing died, at this crisis, Sir Nicholas Waite had an opportunity of 
modelling the Council as he chose, and of giving a specious . 

account of his services to the Court of Managers. In this 

report, instead of entering on the subject of having fulfilled 

their orders, for settling the separate and united interests, or of 

having contributed to the release of Sir John Gayer, from a 

three years’ confinement, he described the miserable situation in 

which he had found Bombay, and the plans he had adopted for 

restoring respectability to this seat of the Company’s power and 

trade, on the West of India ;—that he had appointed Mr. 

Aislabie to be Deputy Governor, who had also undertaken the 

duty of a justice of peace in the Island ;—that he had chosen a 

Council, to assist him in carrying his orders, for encreasing 

the revenues, into effect ;—that he had been obliged to reside in 


the 
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the castle, till the town should he put in a state of defence, by CHAP.UI. 
building a wall round it, and till vessels could be purchased, or 1704-5. 
constructed, to defend the harbour against the petty pirates ;— 
and that, to save expences, he had postponed appointing a Presi- 
dent at Surat, till he should receive orders from England, but 
had nominated Rustum to be broker for the United Trade. 
On the trade to Persia, Sir Nicholas Waite reported, —his Report 
on the state 


that on hearing of the death of Mr. Owen, the Agent, he had of trade in 
Persia,and on 


appointed Mr. Lock to be Chief at Ispahan, Mr. Lee to be Second, the! MARDA 
and Mr. Crowe to be Agent at Gombroon, and had dispatched 
the Josiah and the Abingdon to Surat, with a cargo estimated at 
Æ21,631, to purchase indigo and cloth ; and ordered the Abing- 
don, while this investment was preparing, to go to Mocha, with a 
stock of forty thousand rupees, for coffee and other goods, and 
thence return to fill up at Surat :—he farther reported, that he 
had ‘appointed Mr. Wynch to proceed to Calicut, and Mr. Mild- 
may to Carwar, to provide an investment in pepper; and, 
notwithstanding Commodore Harland’s conduct, that he would 
supply that officer with money, on his letters of credit, and 
would take particular care not to intermix (as Sir John Gayer 
had done) these advances with his own private accounts, but 
would not reimburse Sir John Gayer the money which he had 
advanced to the commander of the Queen’s ships. ity ai 
Having given this insidious representation of the state of =e 

affairs at Bombay, Sir Nicholas Waite concluded his report enact 
the Court of Managers, with stating, that he had estimated the 
Dead Stock of the London Company, at Bombay, at 1,334,154 

VOL. III. 4D xeraphins ;— 
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l CHAP. III. xeraphins ;—that it would promote the general interest, to 

1704-5. declare Bombay a free port, for five or seven years ;—that -he 

had sent to Sir John Gayer, and the Council of the London 

Company at Surat, the balance of their Dead Stock, amounting 

to 67,177 rupees, due by the United Stock to the London Com- 

pany, on the 22d July 1702; and that, in future, a Factor, or 

two, and a few Writers, would be perfectly sufficient for the 

management of the United Trade at Surat, as Bombay must be 

made the centre of their power and trade. For this purpose, 

he recommended that the garrison should consist of two hundred 

European soldiers, and fifty gunners, formed into three compa- 

nies; and as only two of the London Company’s servants had 

accepted offices in the United Service, a supply of Factors must 

be sent, to become Chiefs at the subordinate Settlements ;—that 

though, as yet, reformation had been partial, he had let the 

tobacco farm, for the year 1705, at 26,500 xeraphins, which 

was two thousand more than it had yielded in the preceding 

year, and the arrack farm at five thousand xeraphins ;—and that 

it was finally for the Court to declare, whether they would 

acquiesce in the exorbitant demand made by the Portuguese for 

customs, or whether, if possessed of sufficient force, it would 

be their pleasure that he should resist the payment. of their 
demands. 

The Dutch, _ While these mixed transactions were pressing equally on 


by blockad- 
ine Surat,ob- the funds and trade of the London, and of the English Com- 


taina promise A 5 A z 
of release panies, and obstructing- the establishment of the United 


from the Se- 
curity-Bonds. Company’s trade, the more vigorous measures of the Dutch 


produced 
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produced the effect of recovering from the Mogul the Security CHAP. 11i. 
Bonds, which had been a subject, for so many years, of re- 1704-5. 
monstrance, and of suffering, to Sir John Gayer and the London 
Company’s servants. It was not, however, expected, that the 

Bonds would be delivered up, till a bribe should be paid to the 
Governor of Surat, by the respective nations from whom they 

had been extorted; but the Dutch, instead of giving the 

bribe, retired from Surat to Swally, off which their ships 

were at anchor, and demanded a compensation of two millions 

of rupees, for the sums which had been extorted from their 

Agents, or to receive eight lacks of rupees, and be permitted 

to fix a Settlement at ‘* Roan,” near Surat, to be liable, in 

future, only to two and a half per cent. customs, and to have a 
Phirmaund for a free trade. ‘The Governor of Surat offered to 

to pay eight lacks of rupees, and promised to ‘procure ‘the 
Phirmaund ; but the business remained in this state, at’ the 

close of the season, and the Dutch continued the blockade of 

the river, till their demands should be granted. 

> © Sir Nicholas Waite (for Sir John Gayer still remained in The Queen's 
confinement) having no force to blockade the river, could Only England. 
obtain a promise from the Governor to deliver up the Security 
Bonds, and to use his influence to obtain a new Phirmaund. 
Commodore Harland, finding that he could neither effect the 
deliverance of Sir John’ Gayer, nor act ‘with’ Sir ‘Nicholas gd i ir 
Waite, in conformity to his instructions, sailed with the ‘squta- doosod ge 


SIMO out 


dron for England, on the 29th January 1704-5, having, on `` 


‘7 


4D pa is DRY - Vaccount EA ene 
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CHAP. II. account of the sickly state of bis crews, been obliged to impress 
1704-5. sixty men from the Island of Bombay. 
In this state of affairs, the commercial transactions of the 
Company were necessarily obstructed; for there is no account 
given of the investments, except that the ship Katherine had 
been dispatched from Surat to China, in the early part of the 
season, with a cargo estimated at two lacks of rupees. 
Agent Lock’s It has already been noticed, that Sir Nicholas Waite, on his 
Rees arrival at Bombay, on hearing of the death of Mr. Owen, had 
ai appointed Mr. Lock to be Chief Agent for the United Trade, in 
Persia :—Mr. Lock, on his arrival, formed a Council from the 
London Company’s seryants. His report, in substance, was, 
that the customs of Gombroon were five years in arrear ;—that 
this circumstance arose from the Persians having observed the 
Mogul Governors obstructing the English trade, and the 
Muscat Arabs making prizes of some of their ships;—and 
concluded, that till some strong measure could be adopted to 
prevent those evils, the English character, in point of power 
and resources, must decline ;—should hostilities -be resolved 


on, they ought to be preceded by a letter from the Queen, to the 
. King 


(1)—Letter from Sir John Gayer and Council, at Surat, to the Court of Managers and to 
tke Court of the London Company, 29th May, 15th October, 30th November 1704, and 24th 
Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Surat, and subsequently 


January 1704-5. 
at Bombay, to the Court of Managers, andthe Court of the English Company, 18th April, 


31st May, 23d June, 28th July, 30th November, 30th December 1704, 25th January, Ist 
and 24th February, 5th and 16th March 1704-5, 29th and 31st March, and Sth April 1705. 
—— Letters from Mr. Burniston, Deputy Governor of Bombay, and Commodore Harland, to 


the Governor of Surat, 23d June 1704, 
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King of Persia, requiring the observation of the Company’s CHAP. 
privileges, and protection to the trade of her subjects :—this 1704-5. 
measure was the more urgent, from the advantages which the 

Dutch had lately obtained in the Persian trade; for since the 
existence of the competition, between the London and English 
Companies, the Dutch Factory had not only been enlarged, and 

rendered nearly as strong as a fortification, but the English 

Factory had: become old, and needed repairs, and, by its ap- 
pearance, could not but impress the Persian Government, 

and merchants, with the opinion, that the English did not intend 

to revive, or to encrease their commerce, either at Ispahan, or at 

the Persian ports. In the expectation of instructions, the Agent 

had opened the books of the United Trade, into which all 
transactions should be carried, subsequently to the 22d July 

1702. lhe 

In the contrast between the various events which had occurred President 


Pitt's report 
at Surat, from the intemperate ambition and destructive pro- on the trade 


jects of Sir Nicholas Waite, and the regular and effectual CE 
measures for promoting the trade of the United Stock, and the 
separate interests, on the Coromandel Coast, may be discovered, 
not only the necessity of the Union, but the advantages derived 
from the able and decided conduct of President Pitt. 

The report of President Pitt, on the trade of- the 
COROMANDEL Coast, opened with reprobating, in the strongest 


language, the conduct of Sir Nicholas Waite, and then pro- 


w Jati 
; ASS 
(1)—Letter from the Agent and Council in Persia to the Court of Managers, 30th 
April 1705. arashi 
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ceeded to state, that Fort St. George and Fort St. David’ haa 
been menaced, by requisitions of presents, backed by appear- 
ances, in the field, of numerous Native forces; and that a large 
supply of soldiers was particularly required at Fort St. David; 
because the walls having been extended round Cuddalore, an 
efficient garrison was necessary to protect the Native merchants 
resorting to the place :—presents, also, to a certain amount, 
must be given to the officers, in the vicinity of the different 
stations, on their accession to office, particularly at Vizaga- 
patam, where a bribe had been paid tothe new Nabob, of 3,790 
rupees. 

The trade, notwithstanding the loss of the Company’s ship 
Neptune, in June 1704, off Cape Comorin, (from the wreck of 
which the Natives had carried off thirty chests of treasure) had, 
on the whole, improved, by the removal of competition, which 
had lowered the price of goods, above twelve per cent :—one 
contract had been made at Fort St. George, for cloth, to the 
extent of a Jack of pagodas, and another at Fort St. David, 
to nearly the same amount ; and, it was hoped, that the in- 
vestment would, this year, both in reduced prices,’ and in 
quality of goods, yield a large profit in England. The Pre- 
sident concluded this report with stating, that the revenues were 
increasing in proportion, as the beetle farm had been Jet for 
five years, for seven thousand pagodas per annum, and the 
arrack farm at three thousand six hundred :—there was, also, 
every prospect of profitable exchanges, between the Coast and 
Pulo Condore, so favorably situated for the trade with China, and, 


in 
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in time of peace, for that with Manilla :—at Fort St. David, also, CHAP. IIL 
the revenue had increased, though the vicinity of Pondicherry 1704-5 5. 


to Fort St. David and Fort St. George, and its receiving re- 
inforcements by almost every ship, required, particularly during 
war, (lest the French should attempt the siege of either of the z 
English stations) that- the garrisons of those Forts should be 
augmented, and. have officers qualified to command them. ®© i 

The opinion which President Pitt had formed, in the pre- — his opi- 


nion on the 
ceding year, of the inexpediency of rendering Bencoolen inde- effect of ren- 


o : £ dering Ben- 
pendent of Fort St. George, was justified, by the events which coolen inde- |j 
j p d 5 pendent of h 
occurred at that Settlement, in this season. Considering the lt St. | 
eorge. f 


Court’s letters as their authority, the Agents at BencooLen had 
acted independently of the Fort, and refused to transmit copies of i 
their general letters, to President Pitt, while they drew bills on Fort 
St. George, on account of the London Company, to the amount 
of 56,780 dollars :—these President Pitt returned, protested, as 
coming upon him without sufficient vouchers; and, at the same d 
time, reprobated their conduct, for neglecting to complete their 
books, according to his own, and to the Court’s orders.. The Agent f 
and Council at Bencoolen, in answer, rested on their being an \ 
independent station, and that the bills in question were drawn on 
the United: Stock, because it was indebted to the London 
Company, to the amount. of seventy thousand dollars ; but as 


ao 
their 


(1)—Letters from President Pitt and Council at Fort St. George, and from Mr. Roberts, 
Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, to the Court of Managers, and to the Court of ‘the: 
London Company, 15th September 1704, 15th January; 8th, 14th, and.J5th, February, 
and 6th March 1704-5. ~ $ ve 
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their bills had been protested, they informed the Court, that 
they could only dispatch one ship, fully laden with pepper, to 
England. 

In the address of the Agent and Council to the Court of 
Managers, they gave a favorable account of the Settlement, by 
stating, that the plantations of pepper were daily increasing, from 
the Rajahs having encouraged the cultivation, and that, in a 
few years, Bencoolen would be able to export an indefinite 
quantity; but this prospect could only be realized, provided a 
large stock should be transmitted from England, as, from the 
refusal of the President of Fort St. George, to accept their bills, 
they would be compelled to sell the Company’s pepper to indi- 
viduals, to supply their immediate wants ;—that such stock was 
the more necessary, as, from the books (as far as they had been 
made up) it would appear, the United Stock stood indebted to 
the London Company, in a sum considerably exceeding sixty 
thousand dollars, and this amount would probably be encreased, 
when the books should he finally balanced :—York Fort, they 
added, would require additional works, and the. garrison was 
weak, seven out of thirteen soldiers sent this season, from 
England, having died on the passage, which had obliged them 
to apply to the Council of Bengal, for a reinforcement. © 


The 


(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Agent and 


Council at Bencoolen, 27th and 30th May, 20th June, and 3d August 1704. Letters from 
the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 24th 
August 1704.—— Letters from the Agent and Council at Bencoolen to the Court of Ma- 


nagers, and to the Court of the London ‘Company, 23d October 1704, and Ist February 


1704-5, 
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The United Council in Bencar, in which the vacancies, 
occasioned by death, had been chiefly filled up by the servants of 


the London Company, whose experience qualified them for the 


service, acted, in this season, with more unanimity and better 


success, than could have been expected, from a coalition of 
merchants, accustomed to opposition to each other. It is pro- 
bable, that the exclusion of Mr. Beard and Sir Edward Littleton, 
from the Council, was the source of this concord ; because, in all 
disputes between the servants of the two Companies, from the 


first establishment of the English Company in 1698, these Pre- 


‘sidents had been in the habit of official and personal resistance 


to each other’s measures ; and because the state of the English 
‘Company’s affairs at Hughly, and subordinate Factories, from 
having no Phirmaunds, or grants, to protect their trade, in- 


duced their ‘servants to avail themselves of the asylum to thier 


“persons and property, which Fort William afforded, at a time 


when ‘the Duan was employing every expedient to extort money 


from the Europeans, and, in particular, from the Agents of the 
English Company. 
The great object ‘of the United Council was to obtain from 


the Duan, a Perwanna for free trade; that is, for enjoying the 


‘same privileges which the London Company had originally pur- 


chased :—by this expedient, it was hoped, the United Trade might 


come into possession of the London Company's grants ;—a bribe, 


of fifteen thousand rupees, with this view, had been offered; but 


the Dutch, from jealousy, proposed to give thirty thousand rupees, 
which obliged the Council, on this occasion, to assert their privilege 


VOL. II. 4E of 
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CHAP. III of being duty free, and of paying only three thousand rupees, per 


=æ 


1704-5. annum, for the three towns, or districts, in the immediate vicinity 
of Fort Wiliam, and to resettle the Factory at Patna, to meet 
the Court’s large order for saltpetre, which could be procured at 
easier rates, and with more certainty, at that station. 

The opposition between the two Companies having ceased, 
and the small vessels required by each, being no longer necessary, 
they had been sold, with the exception of three of the London 
Company’s ; and the United Company’s passes had been given to 
the country vessels, at the rate of one rupee per ton. 

The anticipation of convulsions, when the death of the 
Emperor should happen, occasioned much uneasiness to the 
Council, for though the fortifications. were improved, and the 
garrison consisted of one hundred Europeans, the Fort, in the 
event of a civil war, would require to be strengthened by new 
works, and the garrison annually supplied with recruits, to 
defend the only retreat in which the Company’s servants, or pro- 
perty, could be in safety; there- was, also, danger that the 
Duan, when he could not extort sums from the revenues of the 
place, which were increasing by the influx of inhabitants, would 
attempt to scize on the three towns, or districts, under the pro- 
tection of the garrison, but the Council were determined not to 
yield without a struggle. 

The United Council intimated to the Court of Managers, that 
the quantity of English cloths, required for the Bengal Market, 
must not, in future, exceed the annual value of 6000 ; and that 

‘the other articles, which. had usually made up the assortments 
for 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. = B79 


for the Bengal shipping, must be discontinued, till the quantity Cae 
brought by both Companies, and the Dutch, should be ex- 1704-5. 
hausted, and a new demand for them created, otherwise they 
would not sell at prices that would yield a profit. l 

The Scipio was, this season, dispatched for England, with 
an investment estimated at 188,600 rupees, on the separate 
account of the English Company. The Court’s orders, fer 
making up the separate accounts, to the 22d July 1702, having 
been complied with, by the respective Presidents, the London 
Company’s demands on the United Stock amounted to 53,200 
rupees, and the English Company’s to 41,000 rupees, which 
sams had been, respectively, paid to them, on account of the 
Dead Stock of the United Company. ®© 

The report of the English Company’s Agents (now PG pepo on: 
those of the United Company) on the practicability of the trade Banger ae 
at Bansar-Massin, in Borneo, is more favorable, in this, than A: jana poog 
it had been in the preceding season :—it stated, that the same 
caution required in the former year, in attempting to build a Fort, 
was not necessary in this, from the King having granted per- : 
mission to erect a fortification for their protection, and that they’ 
were proceeding, with all possible activity, in strengthening: the 
works :—the situation was. not only healthy, but the Chinese, 


and other country merchants, had intimated their intentions, of 


4 2 resorting: 


(1)—Letters from the United Council at Calcutta to the Court of Managers of the. 
United Company, 10th January, 5th, 12th, and 13th February 1704-5,—— Letters fom the 
Presidents and Councils of the London and English Companies in Bengal to their respective 


Courts of Committees and Directors, 22d and 26th December 1704,and 3d February 1704-5, 
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resorting to it, as soon as it should be rendered sufficiently strong: 
to protect their persons and goods :—when this should be effect- 
ed, the prospects were great, as the place was healthy, and the 
soil promising large pepper crops, unless (as had. happened 
in this season) the produce should be injured by excessive rains : 
—that the country, also, afforded sugar-canes in abundance, 


which, on trial, produced good sugar; and that arrack 


could be had for the use of the ships. As an instruction, it 
would be expedient, that the ships, intended, for Borneo, should 
come through the Straits. of Bally, to shorten the passage, or, if 
the other course should be persevered in, that the exportation 
should be stopped for a year, till the produce of a whole crop of 
pepper could be in store. 

President Catchpoole, this season, made a favorable report 
on the state of the Island of Puro Conporz, and requested a 
supply of young men, as Writers, with instructions to acquire the 
knowledge of the Chinese language ;—and added, that the Island 
would soon become a station for the China trade, from which the 
ships could be dispatched to the different ports in that Empire, to 
dispose of Europe goods, and to purchase Chinese articles ;— 
that, from his experience, it had been found impracticable to 
form Factories at Chusan or Amoy, from the duplicity and 
extortions of the Hoppo and Mandarines; and that China 
produce could be had at Pulo Condore, from the junks, at 
as cheap a rate as it could be purchased at the ports of China; 


and, therefore, he was willing to remain in the management 


of 
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of this station, till the pleasure of the Court should be signified CHAP. 11. 
to him. ®© 1704-5. 
Though the Island of Sr. HeLena had been transferred, by Report of 


3 3 rap 3 the United 
the London Company, to the United Trade, and the administration Interests at 


of it vested in the same persons, the Governor and Council stated Sk Pe 
to the Court, this season, that the books and accounts of the 
London Company had been balanced, to the 22d July 1702, but 
that considerable difficulty had arisen in the arrangement of the 
subsequent accounts; that is, in adjusting the amount of the 
expences, and whether they ought to be carried to the separate 


account of the London, or of the United Company. © 


(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council in Borneo to the Court of Managers, 16th 
May, 30th September 1704, Ist and 13th February 1704-5, 
Catchpoole, at Pulo Condore, to the Court of Managers (without date) 1704-5. 

(2)—Letter from the Governor and Council of the Island of St. Helena to the Court of 
Managers, 25th July 1704. 


Letter from President 
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582 
CHAP. III. Ir the instructions of the Court of Managers, and the 


V—_ z 
1705-6. orders from the Court of Committees of the London Company 


The instruc- 5 D ; - A 
tions of the tO their servants, constituted all the information which has been 


Court of 6 - . 5 -5 R = 
Managers to preserved, respecting the domestic situation of Indian affairs, it 


Bombay and : 
Surat coun- Would be necessary, only, to state the measures they recommended 


teracted, by 


the separate for perfecting the Union; but when the separate instructions of 
instructions 


of the En- the Court of Directors of the English Company are compared with 


glish Com- ; 5 A z 4 
pany to Sir them, we discover, that the Union had not extinguished either 


Nicholas x 
Waite, opposition to their former rival, or rendered them more sensible 


2 to their public duty; in examining, therefore, a body of evi- 
dence of this description, we must refer to the character of the 
individuals who managed their separate interests. 

In the instructions of the Court of Managers, and of the 
Court of Committees of the London Company, we discover 
orders, dictated by experience in a regulated trade, and by the 
liberality of Merchants; but, in the separate instructions of the 
Directors of the English Company, to Bomray and SURAT, we 
find the duplicity of Private Traders, and Interlopers (classes of 
men from whom they had been originally selected) issuing orders, 
contrary to the principles of the Union, and allowing Sir 


Nicholas Waite to continue his oppressions of Sir John Gayer : 


—we must conclude, from such facts, that necessity, alone, had 
compelled 
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compelled the Directors of the English Company to agree to CHAP. Ill. 
the Union, without altering either their original principles or 1705-6. 
character. 

The Court of Managers, though composed of an equal 
number of members selected from the London and English 
Companies, in all their proceedings, and in all the appointments 
which they made for the foreign Presidencies and Factories, were 
guided by a sense of duty, arising out of the Union, and it is 
evident, that the experienced servants of the London Company 
had the preponderance ;—hence the Committees, who framed 
instructions for Surat and Bombay, sent orders to make up the 
separate account of the Dead and Quick Stock, in connexionwith 
the servants of the English Company, who had a similar duty 
publicly enjoined to them, respecting their separate stock. 
Though the Directors of the English Company acquiesced in the 
business being conducted upon these fair and liberal principles, 
that the whole might be brought to adjustment, before the ex- 
piration of the prescribed seven years, they deviated from them, 
in this season, by sending counter-orders, in a secret, and, 
therefore, suspicious manner. 

The Courts of Managers, and of the London Company, A new Coun- 


cil appointed 


deeply reoretted the long and continued imprisonment of Sir for Bombay, 
=) > to act for the 


John Gayer, and expressed the most marked disapprobation general me 
rest, and to 


of the artifice which had been employed to detain him, and his cote iets 

euse O lig 
Council, in confinement, in contradiction to the express orders John Gayer. 
which Sir Nicholas Waite and his Council. had réceived; and, 


therefore, without entering into an examination of his conduct, 


in 
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CHAP. UI. jn assuming the office of General, while Sir John Gayer was 


1705-6. in confinement, they made the following arrangement, as neces- 


sary for a more temperate administration of their affairs :—Mr. 
Brabourne, the Chief at Anjengo, was appointed Second in 
Council at Bombay, under particular orders, from the London 
Company, to examine the inventory which Sir Nicholas Waite 
had given of their Dead Stock, several articles appearing in it, 
which ought not to have been carried to that head ; and also to 
concert with Sir John Gayer and his Council, respecting the 
speediest method of liberating them from confinement, and 
winding up the separate interests of the London Company :— 
Mr. Aislabie to be Third in Council; Mr. Goodshaw, Fourth ; 
Mr. Reynolds, Fifth; Mr. Crowe, Sixth; and Mr. Mildmay, 
Seventh. These nominations gave a balance in the Council, 
in favour of the London Company’s servants, and, from their 
experience, it was hoped, they would check the intemperate 
proceedings of Sir Nicholas Waite ; and that this balance might 
continue, they appointed Mr. Penninge, the Chief at Calicut, 
to succeed Mr. Brabourne, as Second in Council at Bombay, in 
the event, either of his death or removal. They next re-appoint- 
ed the Council for the United Trade, at Surat, to consist of the 
same persons whom they had nominated, on the Union taking 
place, and issued the most positive orders to Sir Nicholas 
Waite, to use every effort in his power to obtain the release of 
Sir John Gayer and his Council, that he might, on his arrival 
at Bombay, ’re-assume the administration of the United Com- 
pany’s affairs, 


When 
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When these instructions of the Court of Managers, and pec 
of the Committees of the London Company, for their particular Re a 
interests, are compared with the separate orders sent to secret (Orta 
Sir Nicholas Waite, by the Court of Directors of the English Company to 
Company, the preceding strictures on their conduct will Waite. 
ke found fully justified :—they approved of the whole of his. 
transactions with the Governor of Surat, as calculated to 
prevent their separate interests being ‘* embroiled in the 
“ Security Bonds, and in any demands which could be made on 
*¢ the London Company :’””—they approved of his having assumed 
the Government of Bombay, as General, and, in this capacity, 
not having appointed a President at Surat, and -only slightly 
regretted, that differences should continue to subsist between the 
London and English Companies’ servants ;—leaving, by these 
private orders, Sir John Gayer and his Council to continue 
in confinement, the London Company’s estate to be at the 
mercy of the Governor of Surat, and their servants exposed ta 
all the extortions which might proceed from the orders of the 
Mogul; that is, they allowed Sir Nicholas Waite to continue in 
the office of General, and Sir John Gayer to remain in bondage, 
and aggravated these harsh measures with a separate order, that 
the claims of the London Company’s servants for salaries, during 
à their confinement, should be rejected, because such salaries 
could not be carried to the United Stock; though, in the Deed - 
of Union, all salaries were to be paid from it, subsequently to 
the 22d July 1702. It is remarkable, on this subject, that the 
Directors, who issued these separate orders, were Members of 


VoL, III. 4 F the 
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ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


the Court of Managers, and consented to the nominations. 
which have been specified, but in their secret orders, they 
desired Sir Nicholas Waite to be careful, that the number of 
the English Company’s servants should be equal to those of 
the London Company, in the United Service :—it is not less re- 
markable, that the principles of these Directors were secretly the 
same with those of Sir Nicholas Waite, for they encouraged 
him to continue himself in power, by every practicable artifice, 
and to preserve to the English Company a decided superiority in 
the United Council ; while the very same men, as will imme- 
diately appear in their separate instructions to the Coast, neither 
ventured to approve of Sir Nicholas Waite’s conduct, nor to risk 
such insidious orders to the United Company’s servants; an 
honorable proof of the impression which the high and manly 
character of President Pitt had produced, who would have spurned 
at the least attempt, in the English Company, either to act on 
selfish principles, or on principles incompatible with the Union. 

It could not have been expected, that the arrivals of the 
United Company’s ships would have been so numerous, as, 
in fact, they were in this season, wz. the Regard, from Surat; 
the Tavistock, Duchess, Sydney, and Scipio, from Coast and 
Bay ; the Kent, from China; and the Anna, from Bencoolen ; 
with the London Company’s ship Marlborough, from Surat; 
and the English Company’s ships, Chambers, from Fort St. 
George, and the Samuel and Anna, from Bengal. 
f The 


{1)—Letters from the Court of the London Company to Sir John Gayer and Council 
at 
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The Court of Managers having the most satisfactory 
evidence of President Pitts conduct at Forr Sr. Grorer, in 
carrying their orders, respecting the Union, into effect, con- 
firmed his authority; the Committees of the London Com- 
pany did the same, and gave him, not only at Madras, but 
in Bengal, a control over their separate interests; and what was 
highly honourable to him, the Directors of the English Com- 
pany applied to him, as the only person who could rescue their 
interests on- the Coromandel Coast, from the embarrassments 
in which they had been left, by Consul Pitt and Mr. Tillard. - 

To this general approbation we have, therefore, this season, 
to add the separate instructions, first of the London, and next 
of the English Company :—The Committees of the London 
Company approved of the manner in which President Pitt had 
wound up the remains of their estate in India, and desired, that 
after payment of their separate debts, the surplus might be 
invested in the finest Coast and Bay goods. As there still re- 
mained a debt in China, due to them by Anqua, the Chinese 
merchant, amounting 77,457 tales, by the accounts of Mr. 
Roberts and Mr. Dolben, the Supercargoes, President Pitt was 
directed to use every effort for the recovery of this sum, which, 
if effected, it was expected (with the seventeen thousand pagodas 
which had been paid, out of the thirty-five thousand due by the 
Native merchants on the Coast, and the payment by the United 

4 FQ -Stock 


at Surat, 8th March 1705-0. Letter from the Court of the London Company to Com- 
modore Brabourne at Anjengo, 21st March 1705-6.—— Letter from the Court of the 


English Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Bombay, 12th March 1705-6. 
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CHAP. III. Stock to the London Company, of a debt in Bengal, amount-. 


1705 -6. 


ing to 53,215 rupees, ) would enable him to clear off all claims 
on the London Company.. Their separate interests in Bengal, 
they also ordered, should be under his management, as that 
Presidency, (so far as regarded them,) remained subordinate 
to the President and Council of Fort St. George, and no 
President, for the separate affairs of the London Company, was 
to be appointed. after Mr. Beard :—that their debts: might be 
more effectually and speedily liquidated in Bengal, they sent 
£12,000, in bullion, to: be coined into rupees, at the Fort, 
and transmitted to Bengal to clear off all demands’:—as 
their separate interests, also, continued unsettled at Bencoolen, 
they explained, that though the Court of Managers had, for 
the promotion of trade, made it an. independent station,. the 
Committees of the London Company never intended, or had 
made it independent of the Fort, therefore, (as far as regarded. 
their separate affairs,) they disapproved of the conduct of 
their Agents at that station, for having acted upon this 
principle, and empowered President Pitt to send persons, to 
examine, and report on their accounts, and prohibited him 
from accepting any bills drawn from thence, on account: of 
the London Company. 

The Directors of the English Company, on their separate 
account, ordered Mr. Raworth, who had been one of their Council 
at Masulipatam, and who had succeeded to the management of 
their interests, on the resignation of Mr. Tillard, to make up 

a 
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a particular account of all transactions at Masulipatam, during 
the administration of Consul Pitt and Mr. Tillard, that 
they might discover the extent of their misconduct, and the 
reasons of their having paid bills, to a large amount, to the 
Native merchants :—on these subjects they blamed President Pitt 
and his Council, for haying allowed the demands of those 
Native- merchants to be paid, with interest, without haying 
previously ascertained the frauds which had been committed 
by them, in making up their accounts, and for having 


allowed Mr. Tillard to draw on the Court for the amount, at 


the rate of ten shillings and six-pence, instead of the current’ 


rate of nine shillings, the pagoda; which’ fraudulent bills they 
had been obliged to returm protested, as well as those drawn 
-on account of the estate of the late Consul Pitt. By a separate 
order, they directed Mr. Faunce and Mr. Baker, two of their 
servants, who: had been left in charge of their affairs at Masu- 
jipatam, to deliver up to Mr. Raworth all their remaining 
-goods and effects, who was authorized to dispose of them, on 
the English Company’s account. 

Jn a separate instruction to the Agent and Council at 
BENCOOLEN, it was explained, in cdnformity to the preceding 
jnstructions sent to President Pitt, that it never had been the 
intention of the Court of Committees to render that station 

independent 


(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council of 
Fort St. George, 12th February 1705-6, and separate Letter to President Pitt of the same 
date. Letters from the Court of the English Company to the President of Fort St. 


George, and their seryants on the Coromandel Coast, 2d March 1705-6. 
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CHAP. Il. independent of Fort St. George, -as far as related to their sepa- 
1705-6. rate affairs, and that their conduct, in haying, under this 
misapprehension, neglected to make up the separate accounts 
of the London Company, to the period of the Union, would 
not be a recommendation to the Court of Managers, to vest 
them with such authority; meantime, they ordered, that the 
accounts should be settled, as speedily as possible, and the 
surplus invested in pepper, and sent to England, on the United 
Company’s ships. 
eae and The orders of the Court of Managers, this season, to 
structions t0 BENGAL, all go to one point, that of ascertaining the 


Bea in relative ranks of the servants of the London and English 


Companies, constituting the Council:—those of the London 
tf í Company were to hold the First, Third, Fifth, and Seventh places; 
» ga. and those of the English Company, the Second, Fourth, Sixth, 
Bd and Eighth places ; and, in case of a vacancy, these stations were 
to be filled by Mr. Master, Mr. King, Mr. Adams, and: Mr. 
Darell :—the chair to be taken, weekly, by the two senior Mem- 
bers, alternately:—the Council, thus constituted, were to 
dispose of the separate goods of the two Companies, which 
might remain unsold, to complete the winding up of the Sepa- 
rate Interests, that the whole of the trade might, in future, 
proceed on the United Stock, and money was to be remitted 
from the Fort, to facilitate this measure :—farther, they were 
to use their best endeavours, to render the United Company’s 
. ** dusticks,” 


(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Agent and Council at 
Bencoolen, 4th April 1706. 
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** dusticks,” or passes, as efficient in Bengal, as those of the CHAP.III. 
—— 
London Company formerly had been; because this would do 1705-6. 


more to conciliate the inhabitants of Calcutta, and the adjacent 
towns, to the administration of the United Council, than keep- 
ing up the distinction between the London Company’s passes, and 
the precarious grants to the English Company. 

The separate instructions, regarding the London Company’s 
affairs, repeated the order for their being under the control of 
President Pitt, at Fort St. George, or such persons as he might 
vest with this authority; and conveyed a disapprobation of the 
conduct of Mr. Beard, for not having more fully ascertained 
the debts owing by the London Company, particularly the 
amount of the bills drawn on them, by the Armenian Merchants ; 
for not having recovered the debts due to them at Cossimbuzar ; 
and, in general, for not having sent home their books, and a 
full statement of their affairs, while those of the English 


Company had been, for some months, in the hands of their- 


Directors. 


The separate instructions, regarding the English Company, 


approved of their servants having withdrawn the subordinate 
Factories, and ordered, that the debts due by Sir Edward Lit- 
tleton, should be recovered from him, in India, .as he had little, 
if any property, in England :—on the same principle, they were 
blamed for not having recovered’ the debts due by the late Mr. 


Landen, Chief of Borneo, who, at his death, was found to 


have no property in England. Any surplus which might remain, . 


after 
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CHAP. III. after defraying all charges, was directed to be invested in fine 
nee ; . a 

1705-6. Bengal muslins, particularly doreeas. 

Separate or- The Court of Managers, in the preceding season, having 
ders of the 3 £ ; ‘ ; 
English relinquished the Cuna trade, as impracticable, and having 
Company to 


ihe Agentsin ordered the Settlement on PuLo Conpore to be evacuated, and 
orneo.- 


which was to be fortified, and held as a port and station for the 


and his Council, did not, in this season, take up shipping for that 


quarter. The Court of the English Company, however, at this 


time, required an exact account to be transmitted, of all expences 
and disbursements, incurred or made at Banjar-Massin, since the 
22d July 1702, and that whatever surplus might remain of their 
stock, should be invested in pepper, and sent home on the 


United Company’s ships:—they complained, also, that the 


that the delay, in dispatching the ships, had occasioned a heavy 


loss in demorage, and added, that having been informed Sir 


Bengal goods, on his own account, in country ships, to Borneo, 


such goods should be seized, and the value of them carried to 
the English Company’s account. 


3 š 3 Be a, 

Edward Littleton had been engaged in the illicit trade of sending 
To 
i 


(1)—Letter fromthe Court of the London Company to the President and Council of 


Fort St. George, and to the United Council in Bengal, 12th February 1705-6. Letter 
1705-6. 

(2)—Letter from the Court of the English Company to the President and Council at 
Banjat-Massin, in Borneo, 9th March 1705-6. 
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the garrison and stores to be transferred to Bansar-Massin, » 


pepper trade, under the administration of President Catchpoole - 


pepper which they had received, was not only of bad quality, but : 


i > from the Court of the English Company to the United Council in Bengal, 21st February, 
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To bring the foreign transactions of this season into view, 
we have, as far as regards Bomsay and Surat, first to trace 
the political events which affected the Native Powers, and 
consequently the trade of the United Company; next, the 
measures of the other European Companies, particularly the 
Dutch; and, lastly, the line of conduct which Sir Nicholas 
Waite observed, and its influence on the situation in which Sir 
John Gayer, and the London Company’s servants and separate 
interests, were placed. 

From. Sir Nicholas Waite’s letters, as well as from the 
information given by Sir John Gayer, it appears, that the Go- 
vernor of Surat was equally indisposed against all the European 
Companies ;—that he had proceeded with a considerable force, 
against the Portuguese Settlement at Daman, in order to obtain 
compensation for two Surat ships, which had been taken between 
Surat and Carwar, by order of the Viceroy of Goa ;—that he 
had demanded thirty thousand rupees of the Portuguese, as a 
compensation, while they had required of him treble that sum, to 
make up the losses their trade had sustained, by the depredations 
of the Mogul soldiery :—If the Governor of Surat had been suc- 
cessful against Daman, and had not been obliged to return, 
when the Dutch fleet appeared off Swally, the Island of 
Bombay (described as having only forty European soldiers for 
its defence) would have been exposed to invasion, and Sir 


VOL. Il. 4G Nicholas 
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It appears, next, from the same authorities; that six 
Dutch ships had arrived off Surat, and blockaded the port, on 
which the Governor ordered the Members of the English 
Council to be confined within the city, and supplies of provisions 
and water withheld from the shipping; the port, therefore, 
during this period, was more than ever shut against trade, and 
the Governor continued to refuse to clear the Company’s goods 
at the Custom-house :—As the Dutch could not obtain, either 
freedom of trade, or security to their Factors, they made prizes 
of Mogul ships, (on abandoning the blockade, on the 30th 
March 1705,) to the value of two millions of rupees. 

From the same authorities it appears, in the third place; 
that the Mogul’s army, in December 1705, was. within three 
days’ march of the Coast, opposite the Island of Bombay, and 
that Sir Nicholas Waite was in such an alarm for the safety 
of the Company’s property, that he landed the money and 
goods, brought by the Josiah from Persia, and lodged them in 
the castle ;—that the country, in the vicinity of Surat, was 
in equal alarm, the’ villages haying. been plundered by the 
Mahrattas, who, with an immense force, had defeated the 
Mogul’s army, near Ahmedabad, and subsequently, in April 
1706, invested the City of Surat, for nine days, which had been 
preserved, only, by the Governor throwing up entrenchments 
round it, and the enemy not having cannon, and but a small pro- 
portion of fire-arms ;—änd that, in their retreat, the Mahrattas 

levied 
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levied contributions on Broach, and plundered atid burned most CHAP. It. 
of the towns and villages, situated between it and Surat. . 1705-6. 
These convulsions, instead of subsiding, continued during 
the whole season, the Mogul’s state of health being reported to 
be very weak, and his death daily expected. 
Under these circumstances, we have to follow Sir Nicholas The insidious 


h $ oe . _ procedings of 
Waite, pursuing the same measures which had marked his Sir Nicholas 


conduct in the preceding year:—While he was President at Surat, corre by 
Rustum, whom, from his first arrival, he had employed as e ee 
broker, continued, from interested motives, attached to his ker. 
views; but after he assumed the office of General at Bombay, 

this cautious Native, discovering that his object was to make 

that Island the centre of trade, explained to Mr. Bonnel 

and Mr. Proby, the English Company’s servants at Surat, that 

Sir Nicholas Waite. had promised to give him fifty thousand 

rupees, to use his influence with the Governor, to keep Sir John 

Gayer confined, which sum was to be paid to him, individually, 

by advances on the prices of the Company’s goods, to that 

amount. When Sir Nicholas Waite was informed of this 

conduct of Rustum, he dismissed him from the English Company's 
employment, notwithstanding the United Trade was then indebted 

to him 140,000 rupees, and the separate Companies 550,000 

rupees; and if. the Surat Council had not prevailed on the 
merchants to take their bills, the whole property of the English 

would have been seized. 


ve ; : A 5 s Opposition of 
This state of affairs, between: Sir Nicholas Waite and. Mr. | EO 
5 nie ae x e of Surat to 
Proby, could not but produce animosities:—the former began with Sir Nicholas 
o Waite’s mea- 
4G 2 protesting sures. 
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CHAP. III. protesting against the conduct of the latter, and of Mr. Bonnel, 


1705-6. 


and they retaliated, by declaring, in their letters to the Court, 
that it was impracticable to procure regular investments, under 
the contradictory orders which Sir Nicholas Waite sent to them, 
and, in fact, it was impossible to execute them ; and, therefore, 
unless Rustum should be restored, they neither could be respon- 
sible for the Company’s property, nor their own liberty. 

Under such an administration, it may be easily supposed, 


that neither the stock of the United Company could be safe, nor 


their investments forwarded ; and farther, to second their appli- 
cation in favor of Rustum, Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnel accused 


Sir Nicholas Waite of procuring goods, at cheaper rates for 


himself, than for the Company, and of having purchased one 


—His report 
on the de- 
fenceless state 
of Bombay, at 
this crisis, 


hundred and forty-four bales of indigo, on his private account, 
contrary to the positive orders of the Court. 

Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s Council, si 
ring these transactions, continued in confinement, and the trade 
to Persia, over which he had, for so many years, had the con- 
trol, was at a stand, from the death of Mr. Prescott, who had 
brought the Queen’s letter, and the presents to the King. 

While affairs at Surat were in this embarrassed state, Sir 
Nicholas Waite described Bombay to be protected by a very 
weak garrison, eight recruits, only, having arrived in the ships 
of the season, and that the three Gentoo companies had been 
disbanded, for neglect of duty, and disobedience of orders ;— 
that he had discharged the Subahdars, and incorporated the men 
into other companies, and, therefore, requested that a reinforce- 

ment 
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ment of two hundred European soldiers for the garrison, with aa 
a double number of officers, should be sent from England; 1705-6. 
—his resources, also, were equally deficient, for the Mogul 

had refused to allow a mint to be established, which had 

obliged him to form one in Bombay Castle, to prevent the stop- 

page of the circulating coin ; and, at the close of the season, that 

the trade at Surat was so completely at a stand, that he had been 

obliged to order two of the Company’s ships to blockade the 

port, to prevent any of the country vessels putting to sea, till 

the Governor should allow the goods to be laden, and also to 

detain all country vessels having English passes, and take out 

the English seamen found on board of them. 

The dependencies on Bombay appear to have been equally 
neglected, for Mr. Brabourne, the Chief at Anjengo, not 
having received, either instructions from Sir Nicholas Waite, 
or stock for an investment, had delivered over the Fort to the 
next in Council, and proceeded to Madras, while the trade 
with the lower Malabar Coast was, at this early period, harrassed, 
by Conagee Angria, described to be “ a Sevagee,” or Mahratta 
pirate. 

The only vessels which were stated to have been dispatched. peace 
for England, this season, were the Mary, and the Katherine, with Bs 
investments estimated at 548,200 rupees; and even these could Surat. 
not have been laden, or dispatched, had not the Surat Council 
acted without obeying the orders of Sir Nicholas Waite. 


The 


(1)—Letters from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the Court of Managers and 
Committees. 
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The description given in the communications from Prrsra, 

in this season, of the decline of the trade at Ispahan and 
Gombroon, and of the arrears of customs due at the latter 
place, now amounting to 5,981 tomands, appears to have 
been anticipated by the Court, in their appointment of Mr. 
Prescott to be Chief, and in the adoption of the expedients of 
a letter from the Queen to the King of Persia, and a suitable 
present, to conciliate his favour :—the appointment of Mr. 
Prescott affords evidence, that the Court were dissatisfied with 
the selection which had been made by Sir Nicholas Waite, 
though they continued Mr. Owen to be Chief at Gombroon.:— 
Mr. Prescott’s death, at “ Asseen,’’ in Persia, on the 1st of No- 
vember 1705, (three months only after his arrival,) again placed 
the Persian trade of the United Company, under the same persons 
whom Sir Nicholas Waite had appointed for the management 
of it. From the reports which these Agents made, this season, 
on the state of the trade, and the arrears of customs, it appears, 
that the oppressions of the English by the Mogul officers, at 
Surat, had lowered the opinion of the English power and re- 
sources, in the estimation of the Persian Court and officers: 
—the event of the taking of Ormus, which had first raised 
it, was forgotten, because that naval force, with which the 
English 

E London Company, 22d January, 2d February, 31stMarch, 1705-6, and 13th 


April 1706.— Letters from Messrs. Proby and Bonnel at Surat to the Court of Managers, 


12th December 1705, and 15th January 1705-6. Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and 


Council at Bombay to the Court of Managers and Directors of the English Company, 16th 
August, 14th and 27th November, 4th, 7th and 26th December 1705, 15th and 31st 
January 1705-6, and 18th April 1706. 
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English had protected the Persian pilgrims going to Mecca, had CHAP. It. 
been withdrawn,. and the ships, conveying them, taken by the 170526. 
Arab pirates; and because, though the presents had arrived for 
the King of Persia, the splendor and show, which ought to have 
accompanied them, was wanting; and, even had Mr. Prescott lived, 
it would have been better to have presented them, ‘ through 
“ an honorable Agent, than a poor Ambassador ;”’ more parti- 
cularly, when the late vigorous measures of the Dutch, at 
Surat, were known in Persia, and an opinion entertained, that 
their naval force, should it be directed against the Arab pirates, 
would be sufficient to crush them. Large, however, as the 
arrears of the Gombroon customs were, there remained only two 
expedients for the recovery, either of the proportion which 
belonged to the London Company, or of that which, by the Deed 
of Union, was transferred to the United Company, viz. the em- 
ployment of force, or giving large presents to the Persian officers, 
as an encouragement for their liquidation :—the first, the Agent 
recommended as the most efficient method; the second, he re- 
presented as exceeding both his authority, and his means, to give. 
It remained, therefore, to Agent Lock, to try by negotiation, 
whether he could obtain a Rogom, or an order from the King, 
for the recovery of them. 

This description of the state of the English affairs, in Persia, 
is accompanied with an account of the Dead Stock at Gombroon, 
Ispahan, and in Caramania, amounting to 121,371 shahees, with a 
recommendation to the Court to give authority for the employment 
of ‘“ Auga Doud,” the old broker, whose interest at the Persian 

Court. 
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CHAP. Ill. Court was so great, that he was better qualified, than any other 


1705-6. person, to obtain a Rogom, for payment of the arrears, or for the 


President 
Pitt's report 
on the ap- 
proaching 
civil war on 
the Coast of 


Coromandel ; 


revival of those rights, which the London Company enjoyed, pre- 
viously to the appearance of the English Company’s Agents in 
Persia. . i 

On the subject of the trade, the Agent informed the Court, 
that the most proper season for disposing of cloths, in Persia, was 
between the months of September and March, in each year, and 
that, from the most accurate observation, 4,800 pieces of cloth, 
coarse and fine, could annually be sold at Ispahan, if the Com- 
pany had the exclusive trade in that article, in their power ; 
but that the sale of half that amount, only, could be depended 
on, while imports continued from Aleppo and Muscovy :—the 
project of bartering cloth, for silk, had been found not to answer, 
from the King’s high duties upon the latter article, and, therefore, 
both silk and Caramania wool must be purchased with money, 
arising from the sale of cloth, or by such proportion of steck, 
as the Court might be disposed to invest in those articles. “ 

A continuation of similar events with those which had 
occurred in the preceding season, appears in the reports from 
Fort Sr. GrorGe, and the other Settlements on the COROMANDEL 
Coast, respecting the Native Powers, and the Europeans having 
Forts, or trade, in that quarter of the Company’s limits. Pre- 
sident Pitt, informed the Court (and to his firm, but cautious 


measures 


(1)—Letters from the Agents and Councils at Ispahan and Gombroon to the Court of 
Managers, 26th and 29th August, and 3d December 1705. ° 
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measures may be ascribed the safety of the Settlements and. CHAP Iit 
trade) that the general war which had been apprehended, on 1705-6: 
the Mogul’s death, had, hitherto, from that event not having yet 
happened, preserved the provinces from. the deyastations anti- 

cipated, when hostilities should commence, and had precluded 

the successive Nabobs, from that open resistance, to which-they 

were encouraged, by the relaxed state of the Government ;—that, 
however, no attack had been made on the three English towns 

in. the vicinity of Fort St.George, but if such attack should take 

place, he was determined to defend them to the last. 

The competition in trade between the. European Companies, 
President Pitt intimated, was again reviving, as the Dutch, Danes, 
and French were, extending their dealings, on the Coromandel 
Coast, and the English men of war had returned, without sup- 
pressing the pirates; while the Arab cruisers continued to infest 
the Coast, and were taking every ship they could overpower; 
and if some effectual measures should. not be adopted, the 
country trade must be ruined.. 

The French at Pondicherry, as noticed in the preceding 
season, were described to be continually receiving re-inforcements 
from Europe, while Fort St. George had, this season, been sup- 
plied with three recruits, only, and many of the covenanted mili- 
tary servants of the Company, were pressing for their discharge; 
President Pitt, therefore, urged the necessity of a large supply 
of European recruits, both to enable him to defend the Fort, 
Fort St. David, and Cuddalore, against any attack which 
the. French might meditate, and to preserve order among the: 


VoL. III.. 4H. inhabitants, , 
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! CHAP. II. inhabitants, who were daily encreasing ; and added his intention 

1705-6. to resign the Government to Mr. Roberts, in September 1706, 

though he had resolved, should the Mogul die before he heard 

from the Court, to continue in the Presidency, till farther 

j orders. In this season, the Somers, Fleet Frigate, and West- 
moreland, were dispatched for Europe, with full cargoes. 

— on the On the subject of the separate interests of the London 

farsof the Company, President Pitt informed their Court, that President 

orb Beard, who had come round from Bengal, died at Madras, 

on the 7th July ;—that the United Company were indebted to 

: the London Company, 84,710 pagodas, at Fort St. George, and, 


in Bengal, 53,215 rupees ;—that their accounts were nearly 


| 


balanced, and the debts owing by them, paid at Madras ; and 
that he hoped to send home their remaining goods by next ship- 
ping, which would completely wind up their affairs; but that, 
in Bengal, Messrs. Games and Petty, who had been sent by 
him to examine their accounts, would experience great difficulty 
in procuring money to pay off the debts;—that there was no 


‘probability of recovering a penny of Anqua’s debt in China ;— 


a$ and, on the whole, that he had sent home 2,126 pagodas on 

5 their separate account. 

1 4 = and one On the subject of the separate interest of the English Com- 
1 ose O 


EnglishCom- pany, he informed their Directors, that Mr. Fraser and Mr. 

EA Wright had minutely examined the claims of the Native Mer- 
chants, and their accounts, from the commencement of the * 
late Consul Pitts transactions with them; and it appeared, 
on the whole, from the competition between the two Com- 


_ panies, ' 
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panies, and the greater influence and amount of stock which the ae 
London Company possessed, that it was not practicable for 1705-6. 
Consul Pitt to have purchased the goods at cheaper rates, than 
the prices for which he had actually contracted; nor was it 
possible to induce those Merchants to agree to any abatement 
in their demands; he would, therefore, rather recommend to this 
Court, to send out the value of £10,000 in broad-cloth, and 
apply the amount of the sales to discharge the debts due to 
those Merchants, than to borrow money in the country, which 
could not be obtained at a less rate than eleven shillings, 
sterling, the pagoda. ® 

In the report transmitted to the Court, from BENCOOLEN, Mr. Ridley's 
the dispute, respecting its independence on Fort St. George, re aad 


state of trade 


S . at Bencoolen, 
disappears; the melancholy relation, however, of the mor- inwindingup 


i the separate 
tality among the servants, (Mr. Watts, the Governor, three interests of 


civil servants, and forty-one slaves, having died,) and of the er E 
fortifications having suffered much from an earthquake, with the 
account that the old plantations of pepper had decayed, and 
those lately planted not having come to the perfection, when 
crops could be expected, would explain the source of the request 
of Mr. Ridley (who had succeeded to the Government) to the 
Court, for a large supply of stores of every kind, for recruits to 
augment the garrison, a good engineer to direct in repairing and 


4H2 h completing 


(1) — Letters from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court of Mana- 
gers, and to the Court of Committees of the London Company, 1st and 10th October 1705, 
gth, 26th, and 28th January, 4th, Oth, and 20th February 1705-6. Letter from Messrs. 
Fraser and Wright to the Court of the English Company, 30th January 1705-6. 
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GHAP. III. completing the fortifications, and a number of slaves to work 
17 05-6. on them. Mr. Ridley concluded with stating, that he had given 
encouragement to the Chinese, whom he had found to be indus- 


trious and useful, but that he had been able to send home only 


one ship, laden with pepper, this season :—having balanced the 
account of the debt due by the United Trade, to the London 
Company, amounting to 86,550 dollars, he had invested the half 


of that sum in pepper, on the account of the London Company, 


in part payment of this debt. © 


h piles As the orders of the Court of the English Company, for 

a. ouncil in ; f 

Suite mengel pur- the dismission of Sir Edward Littleton, from the office of Presi- 
` -chase e 


guy exercise dent in Bencar, had, this season, been communicated to him, 
(6) > 


z EET he had delivered up his books; and President Beard haivng 
ee gone to Madras, and accounts been received of his death, 
the same unanimity appears to have prevailed in the United 
TEN r Council at Fort William, which had enabled them, in the pre- 
. ceding year, to restore the trade to a better condition, and to 
take measures for winding up the separate concerns of the two 
Companies. When the vacancies occasioned by the death of 
Mr. Beard, and the dismission of Sir Edward Littleton, happened, 
it was expedient, that persons should be appointed, who were 
in Council, to take charge of the separate interests of the 
two Companies. Mr. Sheldon, for the London Company, and 
Mr. Hedges, for the English Company, had been nominated to 

these 


` -(1)—Letters from the Governor and Council of York Fort, Bencoolen, to the Court of 
Managers, 8th August, 20th October 1705, and 4th January 1705-6. 


- 
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these duties, and a civil servant, from each Company, had been CHAP. mi. 
taken into the Council, to fill up the vacancies occasioned by 1705-6. 
these nominations. 

The general object of obtaining for the United Trade, the 
advantages of the grants which the London Company had en- 
joyed, had been persevered in, and an agreement made with the 
Duan, for twenty thousand rupees, to allow the United Com- 
pany to proceed on this basis. 

The whole of the United Stock and Trade had been removed 
to Calcutta, and the garrison, which had, this season, received a 
reinforcement, under Lieutenant Woodville, of sixteen soldiers, 
now consisted of one hundred and twenty-nine, of which sixty- 
six were European soldiers, exclusive of the gunner and his 
crew, Which, at this period, constituted the whole of the Com- 
pany’s Bengal Artillery. 

On commercial affairs, the Council reported, that they had Report où 


the favorable 


complied with the Court’s orders about saltpetre, of which they ale $e ae 
nited an 


had thirty-seven thousand maunds in store, at Patna, and four Separate 
thousand maunds, at Hughly, and had sent sixty thousand rupees Bengal. 
to Patna, to provide this article, for the next year’s shipping. 
Towards the close of the season, they intimated, that they had 
continued the Factory at Patna, for some months, that they 
might procure saltpetre of the finest kind, and had made up 
the funds, for that purpose, to 76,550 rupees; and laden on 
board the ship Union, on the separate account of the English 
Company, goods estimated at 188,576 rupees, and dispatched 

the 
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CHAP.III. the Herne, on the United Company’s account, with a cargo, 


1705-6. amounting to 225,018 rupees. 


Report on 


The report on the state of trade at Bansar-Massin, in 


the state of > , 
trade at Ban- BoRNEO, which, on the whole, was rather favourable in the 


jar-Massin. 


The garrison 
at Pulo Con- 
dore massa- 
cred by the 
Malays, and 
the station 
lost, 


preceding season, continued, in this, to give hopes, that this 
Settlement would be placed in security, and that pepper, its staple 
produce, would become a valuable import of the United Trade. 
A grant had been obtained from the King, for a free trade, 
without any objection being made to the fortifications which 
were carrying on, for the defence of the Factory and port; 
but the Natives were inimical, notwithstanding this grant, and 
as the season advanced, manifested their aversion so strongly, 
that a supply of soldiers was absolutely necessary, there not 
being above eighteen European soldiers, fit for duty, and the 
whole Europeans in the Settlement not exceeding forty in 
number; a force which was inadequate, when it was con- 
sidered, that four hundred people were at work on the for- 
tifications. 

At the close of this year, the most afflicting accounts 
reached Borneo, of an insurrection, by the Malay soldiers, on the 
Island of Puro Conporr, on the 2d March 1704-5 :—these 
revolters first set fire to the Company’s warehouses, and then 
murdered President Catchpoole, and the greatest part of the 

English 


(1)—Letters from the United Council in Bengal to the Court of Managers, 30ih 


November 1705, 17th January, and 15th February 1705-6. Letters from the Separate 
Council for the English Company to the Court of Directors of that Company, 5th and 28th 


December 1705. 
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English on the Island. To this treachery the Malays were CHAP. 111. 


supposed to have been instigated by the Cochin Chinese, that 1705-6. 


they might get possession of the remainder of the Company’s 
treasure, estimated at twenty-two thousand tales Mr. Baldwin, 
one of the Factors, who escaped this massacre, after many hard- 
ships, arrived at Banjar-Massin, on the 18th January 1705-6; 
but he was ignorant of the fate of the surviving English 
on Pulo Condore, and supposed that the Company’s books 
must have been burnt with their warehouses. 

Such was the fate of a Settlement which President Catch- 
poole had projected, and which the Court of Directors of the 
English Company formed, on the presumption that it might 
become a market for the sale of English goods in China, and 
for obtaining China produce, without being exposed to the 
vexatious oppressions of the officers in the ports of that Empire. 
The effect of this event on the new establishment at Banjar- 
Massin, it was apprehended, might be serious, and, therefore, 
the Agent repeated his request for a supply of twenty cannon, 
and of soldiers sufficient to make up a strong garrison; the 
re-inforcements from Pulo Condore, on which they had more 
immediately depended, having been, thus, unfortunately cut off. 

The report on the pepper trade of Banjar-Massin, in 
substance, was, that though the crop had been abundant, 
the price was high, owing to the number of Chinese junks 
which were frequently arriving, and purchasing it, and that 
it was doubtful, whether the Agent and Council would be 
able to fill up the six ships which had arrived from Europe, 


amounting 
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CHAP.II. amounting, together, to sixteen hundred: and fifty tons ;—he, 

1705-6, therefore, submitted, that two ships, only, should be appointed 
for this port, in the subsequent season :—that, however, if suf 


ficient stock shouldbe sent, he would be able to purchase the 


Te 


whole cargoes of the Chinese junks, and thus engross the trade 
in pepper ; but that fifty thousand dollars would be necessary for 
this purpose, and an annual supply of ten thousand: dollars, in 
Coast and Bay goods, which might be disposed. of, in Borneo, 


with advantage.” 


Managers, 28th May, 2d June, 7th and 8th October 1705, 31st January, 4th February, 
and 23d March 1705-6. Letter from Mr, Baldwin to the Court, giving an account of 


(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, to the Court of 
the Massacre at Pulo Condore, dated Banjar-Massin, 14th February 1705 6., 
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As the records of the Company, in their capacity of Ma- 
nagers of the United Trade, or of Committees of the London 
Company, or of Directors of the English Company, do not 
afford any evidence of the actual state of their affairs, at 
Bomsay, or at Surat, or at any of their dependencies, it is 


probable, their general Letters had not reached England, this 
season. 


The confidence, however, which the Court had reposed in 
President Pitt and his Council, at Forr Sr. Grorez, having 
been fully justified, by his conduct in the management of the 
United Trade, by his attention to the separate interests of his old 
employers, the London Company, and by the frequent appeals 
to his decision, by his former opponents, the English Company, 
we are prepared to examine the instructions he received, 
from each, for completing that adjustment of Indian affairs, on 
which he had, already, with so much talents and probity, been 
proceeding. 

The Court of Managers, though they approved of Presi- 
dent Pitts general conduct, were rather dissatished with 
his accepting bills, drawn on the Fort, by the Governor and 
Council of Bencoolen, in fayor of individuals, to the amount 
of 61,162 dollars, and in favor of the London Company, to 

VOL. III. . 4I the 
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CHAP. III. the amount of 60,855 dollars, conceiving that his powers of | 
1706-7. control did not extend to, or authorize such acceptances :—they 
required, also, that several errors in the accounts due, by 
United Stock, to the London Company, amounting to 84,710 
pagodas, might be examined and rectified; assigning, as a 
reason, that, in several instances, there were mistakes in the 
charge of Quick Stock, instead of Dead Stock, and vice versa ; 
and, also, that he had omitted to attend to an inaccuracy in the 
interest charged on these debts, both at Madras, and in Bengal: 
—at the same time, they intimated, that they had referred to him, 
è to consider the account and inventory of Dead Stock, and to take 
Éi care, that the part which had been assigned by the London 
Company to the English Company, by the Indenture Tripartite, 
namely, “ all manner of stores, ammunition, guns, provisions, and 
other things belonging to the Forts and Factories,” should not 
be charged to the United Stock; and then informed him, that 
the United Company’s ships, Somers, Fleet Frigate, Toddington,, 
Josiah, Streatham, Eaton, Donnegal, Herne, and Wentworth, 
Se had safely arrived in Ireland, on the 12th November 1706. 
Se an The orders of the Court of Committees of the London 
a Company, to President Pitt, for winding up. their separate 
Rezident affairs, were, in substance, an approbation of the preceding 
payments, as being made agreeably to the Deed of Union, by 
which each Company were declared to. have a right to. get in 
_ their effects in the best manner they could; and they continued 
him in the control of all their separate affairs in Bengal, and 
desired him to send the surplus of their stock on the Coast, ta 
that 


i 


? 


a MM 
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that Presidency, in dollars, or rupees, to be invested in muslins CHAP. 11 
d raw-silk a) TPN 
and raw-silk, because Coast goods sold, in England, with in- 1706-7. 
considerable, if any profit. As their separate interest had not 
been properly wound up in Bencoolen, President Pitt was desired 
to continue his attention to that subject. 
The instructions of the Directors of the English Company, —His in- 


F z ‘ . structions 
to President Pitt, in substance, were, that, to prevent all troublein from the 


winding up their accounts, they had paid the bills drawn on them, E 
from Masulipatam, but given a controling power to him, over all 

the measures which their servants might devise for settling their 
affairs ;—in particular, that he was to get all the Bonds of the Na- 
tive Merchants cancelled, by disposing of the English Company’s 
separate effects and goods, and applying the proceeds to the liqui- 
dation of debts ;—and, should the sum not be sufficient, he was to 
borrow money on their account, on the best terms he could, and 
draw bills on them for the amount. After acknowledging his ser- d 
vices, in examining the late Consul Pitts accounts, whom they 
still suspected of having defrauded them, in his contracts with the 
Native Merchants, they requested, that this business might be 
adjusted, and also, that he might determine, upon what part of 
their debt, to the United Company, interest ought to be paid. 


Conformably to the resolution of the Court of Managers 4 new Go- 
vernor and 


: x TEE E ne : Bra Y=) beavis > Council ap- 
in the preceding year, disapproving of the proceedings of oath La 
4 I 2 Governor Bencoolen, 

to report on 
the United 


(1)—Letters from the Court of Committees of the London Company to President Pitt 
and Council at Fort St. George, 5th July 1706, and 7th February 1706-7.—— Letters from 
the Court of Directors of the English Company to President Pitt and Council at Fort St. 


George, 7th and 12th February 1706-7. i 
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REAR UT Governor Watts and his Council at BENCOOLEN, we find that. 
1706 -7.. in this season, they appointed Mr.. Cross to be Governor, and: 
ora at Mia Hoyle. to be Deputy Governor of that Settlement; with. 
oo orders to take a minute survey of all former transactions, and 
to examine the accounts of the late Governor and his Council,, 
because the expences of the Settlements in Sumatra had- been. 
heavy,. amounting, from the 22d July 1702, to September 1704,. 
to the large sum of 180,000 dollars ; it, therefore, became: in-- 
dispensable, to ascertain the grounds of charges of such magni-- 
tude, and,.particularly, the amount of the bills which had been. 
drawn on Fort St. George :—at the same time, they were di- 
rected to settle the accounts, between the London Company and 
the United Trade, in the most amicable manner. In the event: 
l f of Mr. Watts being.dead, or having. removed. from Bencoolen,. 
if Governor Cross was appointed Chief of the London Company’s: 
separate affairs, .at that station , with orders: to assist in getting: 
j in their remaining goods, money, and debts, and to remit the 
proceeds, in pepper, to-England ; or, if this could not be effected,. 
to send the amount to President Pitt,. at Fort St. George, with. 
the Court’s desire, . that it might be invested in Coast goods, and: 

sent to England. 
Court of Ma- The Court of Managers, this- season, re-instated Mr.. 


nagers ap- 


point Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Hedges, as the two Chiefs of the United 


Sheldon and pity if R k 
We Hedges Council in Bencau, and repeated.the instructions, detailed in. 


to be the © 4 

"ta ; ¢ the 
= (1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the Governor and Council of- 

X Bencoolen, 5th July 1706.—— Letter (separate) from the Court of-the London. Company- 

to Mr, Cross and Mr. Hoyle, 5th July 1706. 
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the last season, for bringing the whole trade under their ma- CHAP.11. 
nagement. As far as regarded the separate interests of the 170677. 
London Company,. Bengal was continued in subordination to Councils 
‘the Presidency of Fort St. George, with orders to discharge all Seats Re 
their separate debts, and to remit the surplus to England, in ernie F 
fine muslins and raw-silk; but, ‘as the imports: of saltpetre had 
been large,. not to invest any part of it in that article. 
In the same manner, the Directors of the English Com- 
pany repeated their orders, that their accounts with Sir Edward 
Littleton shouid be settled in India, by which they anticipated 
their losses would be less, than if such settlement should be 
attempted in England; and that, -after all debts should be | 
cleared off, the surplus should be invested in fine muslins.. The | 
detaining the ship Katherine so long in India was blamed, as 
the Court had to pay the large sum of £13,000 to her owners, 
for demorage. “ 
It is remarkable, that, in thisseason, no instructions appear’ 
to have been dispatched to Bansar-Massrn in Bornzo, and that. 


all.attempts for trade to Curna. were suspended. 


Political sì- 
tuation of 


; . sees the - Hindostan,on: 
preface the events at Surat, with a description of de aes ae 


tached 


‘In this season, as in the preceding year, we have to 


(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to the President and Council at 
Letter from the Court of the English Company. 


Fort William, 7th February 1706-7. 
to the President and Council at Fort William, 7th February 1706-7, 


» Dias 
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CHAP. III. tached transactions of the Country Powers, which affected the 


1706-7. seats of the Company’s trade; and this is, perhaps, of more 


Aurungzebe, 
on the 20th importance, because, connecting it with those referred to in 


February 


1706-7. 


preceding years, we can collect the facts regarding the Mogul 
Government, during the last year of Aurungzebe’s reign, which 
shew, that the administration of this Emperor had, for some 
time, been declining in energy. 

We have, also, in particular, to advert to the conduct of 
the Dutch at Surat, while this memorable event, in Hindostan, 
was still uncertain, and to the effect of their vigorous measures 
for restoring their trade, on terms to which, in the sequel, 
they adhered, when the confusions which followed the death 
of the Emperor, suspended, in a great degree, the functions 
of the Mogul Government. 

These facts will unfold the consequences of the unwise 
proceedings by which Sir Nicholas Waite endangered the exist- 


ence of the Company’s trade and Settlements, and the weakness 


of the Court of Managers, in still permitting him to continue 


in office. 
Connecting the events in this, with those of the preceding 
season, we discover that the Hindoo, or Mahratta armies, 


were still hovering about the districts, in the vicinity of 


Surat, though they had not again assaulted the place, and that 


they did not retire, from before the town, till the 23d May 
1706 ;—that, in their retreat, they plundered the villages, 
= and destroyed all kinds of pyovisions, which raised the price 


sF. 
A. -e of 
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of the necessaries of life, ‘from two to three hundred per CHAP. ur. 


cent.” At this juncture, the principal body of the Mogul army 1706-7. 


was in the Decan, the conquest of which had been the favorite 
object of Aurungzebe’s long reign: he had subverted the prin- 
cipal native kingdoms in that quarter, but continued in it, 
during the last years of his reign, with his army, and opposed 
but a feeble resistance to the Mahrattas, bordering on the West- 
ern Provinces. 

The Company’s Presidents at Bombay and Surat had 
annually given accounts of the large armies and predatory 
incursions of the Mahrattas, but they do not, on any occasion, 
report that Mogul armies of any magnitude had been sent to 
oppose them ;—on the contrary, they described Surat, though 
frequently menaced with sieges and assaults, to be left to such 


protection as its fortifications and garrison could afford; and 


even this garrison, in the preceding season, were not able to- 


expel the Portuguese from Daman, but were obliged to return to 
the defence of Surat itself, when blockaded by the Dutch fleet. 

This relative state of the Mahratta and Mogul armies, 
accounts for the contradictory orders sent, by the Mogul, to 
the Governor of Surat, respecting the Europeans resorting to 
the port, at one time ordering the trade to be stopt, at another, 
permitting, sometimes one, and sometimes another Company, 
to have access to it, and to the markets; and thus leaving 


him to act as he pleased, by indulging, or oppressing 


the Europeans, as he could draw bribes or presents from ` 


them,. 
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CHAP. I. them, or as they appeared to have, or to want, power to 


1706-7. resist his mandates. 


A proof of this being the case, and on authority less ques- 
tionable than Sir Nicholas Waite’s,) Sir John Gayer, at the 
opening of the season 1706-7, informed the Court, the Go- 
yernor of Surat had reported, that he had received orders to 
stop the trade of all Hatmen, or Europeans, in the Mogul’s 
dominions ; but, subsequently, the Mogul guards were withdrawn 
from the London Company’s Factory, though neither the French 
nor English were permitted to pass the gates;—Sir John 
‘Gayer, therefore, requested, that force might be employed, 
otherwise he, and the rest of the Council, would be exposed to 
fresh troubles. — | 

At the close of the season, however, the report of the 
Mogul’s death had reached Surat, and was communicated to the 
Court by Sir John Gayer, in an allegory, which strongly marks 
the general fear felt, at the moment, to mention an eyent of such 
political delicacy, because its truth, equally with its falsehood, 
might expose the person who might promulgate it to certain 
ruin :—he represented, in his letter of the Ist March 1706-7, 
« that the Sun of this Hemisphere had set, and that the Star of 
“ the Second magnitude, being under his meridian, had taken 
“his place; but, that it was feared the Star of the First mag- 
< nitude, though under a remoter meridian, would struggle to 
«< exalt itself ; ”—which: exactly corresponds with the state of 


affairs at Aurungzebe’s death, which happened (according to 


President Pitt’s letter from Fort St. George, of the 10th October 


1707) 


I a 
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1707) in his camp, near Aurungabad, in the Decan; in the CHARON 
ninety-third year of his age, on the 20th February 1706-7, 1706-7. 
leaving, by his will, the Empire divided among his three sons, 
described by Governor Pitt under the names ‘‘ of Shah Aulum, 
« Asem Dara, and Khan Bux.” 

This account coincides with the memoirs of Eradut Khan, Decisive bat- 


who describes the eldest son, Prince Mauzim, as having been e Bahader 
an. 


known by the name of Shah Aulum; the second, by that 


of Azem; and the third, by that of Khan Buksh. 


President Pitt then informed the Court, that the second 
son, or Prince Azem, assumed the title of King, and had 
marched with a great army towards Delhi, to oppose the preten- 
sions of his elder brother, Prince Aulum, or Mauzim, and, that a 
battle had been fought, near Agra, in June 1707, in which-near 
one hundred thousand men fell on both sides ;—that the army of 
Shah Aulum was commanded by his eldest son, in whose favour 
victory declared, and that Sultan Azem, and his two sons, were 
killed, on which Shah Aulum ascended the throne, and, accord- 


ing to the preceding authorities, assumed the title of Bahader 


Shah. © 


While the Native States were thus engaged in the civil ine Dutch 
eet blockade 


wars, which commenced on the death of Aurungzebe, and while Sora agd 


the Mahrattas were preparing for war, on the side of the Decan, ran Ene 


and Bonds, and 
permission to 
resettle their 


(1)—Letter from Sir John Gayer, at Surat, to the Court of the London Company, Factory. 
March 1st 1706-7. Letter from President Pitt, at Fort St. George, to the Court of 
Managers, October 10th 1707. 
Rennel's Introduction, page 64, 


VOL. III. 4K 


Memoirs of Eradut Khan (by Scott), page 10.—— 
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CHAP. III. and laying waste the provinces on the West of India, bordering 
1706-7 . on Surat and Bombay, we have to advert to the proceedings of the 
Dutch, who employed force, as the only expedient left for getting 
free from the Security-Bonds, which had been extorted from them, | 


and for re-establishing their rights and trade at Surat. 

In October 1706, a Dutch fleet, having on board a new 
Directore and Council, appeared off Surat, and proposed to the 
Governor to adjust all disputes, and to re-establish their Factory 
and trade :—the negotiation, as well as the blockade of the port, 
continued: till the 6th January 1706-7, when an agreement was 
made, on the following terms :—the Governor of Surat was to 

- pay to the Dutch 811,000 rupees, on giving up the ships and 
property which they had seized ;—one per cent. on the customs, at 
Surat, was to be abated, and the Dutch were to be free from pay- 
ment of customs at Broach :—Should the Governor obtain a Phir- 
maund from the King, confirming these articles, in one month, 
these conditions were to be the rules respecting their trade; but, if 
the Phirmaund should not be granted, the Dutch were to have per- 
mission to leave the port, and to take such measures as they might 
think proper. When this agreement was signed, and ratified by the 


Governor, the Dutch Directore and Council’ landed, paid him a 


visit of ceremony, and presented him with fifty thousand rupees. 


Bir Nicholas If Sir Nicholas Waite’s schemes, in former seasons, to 


Waite conti- —, N z f 
noes hisop- maintain his rank, as General, and to keep Sir John Gayer, 


= pressions of k A 
the London and the Council of the London Company, in confinement, 


ee ompany’s > A A 
“servants, tended to prevent the winding up of the separate interests of 


the two Companies, and the completion of the Union, his 


conduct, 
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conduct, in this season, in his disputes with the English Com- itt . 
pany’s Council at Surat, had nearly ruined their affairs. In his 1705-7. i 
letters to. the Court, from Bombay, he informed them, that, 
from the confusions at. Surat, there was little prospect of 
being able. to ship goods. for some months;—that he had 
sent ample supplies of stock to Carwar, Calicut, Anjengo, 
and Persia;. but as Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnell, the Surat 
Council, had embezzled the Company’s property, in indigo, to 
the value of eleven thousand rupees, and given credit to the 
accusations of Rustum, the broker, against him, all business 
was at a stand. Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnell, in reply, asserted 
that Sir Nicholas Waite had been guilty of fraud, in making 
an overcharge in the purchase of the Company’s goods, to the 
amount of thirty-five thousand rupees, and that he had promised 
this sum to Rustum, the broker, if be. would use- his influence 
with the Governor, to detain Sir John Gayer, and the London 


Company’s Council, in confinement 


A Council of 

the United - 

the separate interests of the London and English Companies, at ome 

Surat,toresist 

his measures. : 
: 


Under such dissentions, not only the United Trade, but 


Surat, were necessarily suspended; and this appears to have 
been the state of affairs, when the Dutch fleet appeared off Surat; 
and when the agreement was made between the Governor and 
the Dutch Company. Mr. Proby immediately applied to the : 
Governor, to have liberty of trade granted to the English, and | 
the restraint on their persons taken off, and, in answer, received ) 
assurances, that, as a settlement had been made with the Dutch, 

his requests would be complied with. 

4K 2 In ` 
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CHAP. III. In this critical state of the trade, the United Council was 
1706-7. filled up ;—Mr. Bendall to be President; Mr. Proby,. Second ; 
Mr. Wyche, Third ; and Mr. Boone, Fourth ;—that is, two of 
the London Company’s servants, to be First and Third, and two. 


ee ne 


LL Ae it tt ise 


of the English Company’s, to be Second and Fourth :—these no- 
minations, however, Sir Nicholas Waite disapproved, though 
Sir John Gayer, (still in confinement,) allowed this Council to 
employ, for the United Trade, all the civil servants of the Lon- 
don Company whom he could spare. 

The first transaction of the United Council, after remoy- 
ing to the English Company’s Factory at Surat, was to obtain 
permission to ship off the Company’s goods, which had so long 
remained in store; and, in the letters accompanying them, they 
requested the Court’s protection against the malicious representa- 
tions of Sir Nicholas Waite, under whose orders they regretted 
they had been unfortunately placed. 

Sir Nicholas Sir Nicholas Waite’s report to the Court, on the state of 


Waites re- 


porion the affairs at Bombay, in substance, was, that he had refused passes 
civil and mi- 


ea eres to the Mogul ships, destined for Mocha and Juddah, till -the 
at this crisis. port of Surat should be opened for trade, and, indeed, to 
any ships, except those belonging to the Company’s Settlements, 
or to the English in their service ;—that he had ordered the 
passes, which the inhabitants of Mahim had taken from the 
Portuguese Governor of Bassein, to be disregarded, and the 
ships and cargoes confiscated ;—that the civil servants were 
extremely deficient in number, having only six at Bombay, 
three at Carwar, three at Calicut, one at Tellicherry, and 


three 
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three at Anjengo, and, therefore, that a supply of twelve intelligent CHAP. 111. 
men, who understood business, and twelve Writers, would be 1706-7. 
necessary ;—that the military force was equally deficient, and 
required, besides supplies of stores, large reinforcements of 
soldiers, and twelve commissioned officers to discipline them ;— 

and that he had been obliged, in order to keep up the appearance 

of the three standing companies, to hire thirty-one Topasses, 

and to new clothe the whole, but intended to deduct the charges. 

from their pay. 

In this state of affairs, it is not surprising that all the 
accounts given of the trade, are general, and that no specific 
information is conveyed to the Court, on the subject, either of 
sales or purchases; except that Sir Nicholas Waite had sent vessels 
to bring. up the pepper from the Out-factories, for the safety of 
which he’ was in considerable alarm, from the depredations: 
committed by Conajee Angria, a Mahratta pirate. 

However discouraging the report of the preceding season Avent: 
was, respecting the Company’s claims for arrears of customs, in favourable 
or order, Company'saf& 


fairsin Persia. 
by Agent Lock, for recovery of the arrears, had succeeded ; 


y 


Persra, the expedient of applying for a “ Rogom,’ 


for he informed the Court, this season, that he had obtained 


an 


(1)—Letters from Sir John Gayer and Council at Surat to the Courts of Managers, 
and of the London Company, 25th April, 12th November 1706, 7th and 13th February, and 
tst March 1706-7. Letters from Mr. Proby and Mr. Bonnell, and the United Council at 
Surat, to the Court of Managers, 13th September 1706, 20ih January, 14th and 20th 
February 1706-7. 
Courts of Managers, and of the English Company, 9th May, 3d October, 24th December 
1706, 23d January, and 17th March 1706-7. 


Letters from Sir Nicholas Waite and Council at Bombay to the 
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an order for one thousand tomands, for the year’s customs 
which had, for so long a time, been the subject of dispute 
and negotiation, though he. was doubtful, whether he should 
receive payment from the Shahbunder, who was in disgrace ; 
—that he had, also, procured another order for the payment 
of the late arrears of customs, amounting to 5,981 tomands, 
of which the proportion belonging to the London Company, 
was 2,306 tomands ;—of this whole amount of 5,981 tomands, 
the Agent and Council had actually received silk in payment, 
estimated at 2,219 tomands, of which the proportion, belonging 
to the London Company, was 855 tomands. 

At the close of the season, the trade wore a still more 
promising aspect, for Mr. Lock reported to the Bombay Govern- 
ment, that the greatest part of the broad-cloth had been sold, at 
a profit of sixteen per cent., and that he had succeeded in col- 
Jecting a larger investment of Persian produce than usual; but, 
from Sir John Gayer’s aecount, who was entrusted with the 
winding up of the London Company’s affairs, Mr. Lock had 
not been equally successful in disposing of their remains of 
cloth and other goods, before those of the United Company 
came into competition with them, in the market, and, therefore, 
had sold them at extremely low prices. 

Though the death of Aurungzebe was known at Manpras, 
at the close of this season, the documents which remain to 

ascertain, 
(1)—Letter from Agent Lock and Council, at Ispahan, to the Court of the London 
Company, 31st October 1706. 


Letter from Sir John Gayer, at Surat,. to the Court of 
the London Company, 12th November 1706. 
Surat, to the Court of Managers, 17th March 1706-7. 


Letter from Sir Nicholas Waite, at 
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ascertain, either the proceedings of the Native Powers, in its 
vicinity, or of President Pitt, do not conie lower down than 
the month of February 1706-7 ; Hence, in tracing the events 
affecting the Presidency of Forr Sr. Grorax, we have only to 
state the transactions of the Native Powers, influenced by the 
anticipation of an event, which, for so many years, had been 
considered as the signal for a general war in Hindostan. 

It may be recollected, that this part of the Mogul Empire 
was less affected by the prospect of the Emperor’s death, than 
the Western and Eastern Provinces had been 2 because, from: 
the commencement of Aurungzebe’s reign to its close, the sub- 
jugation of the Decan had kept the greatest part of the Mogul 
regular forces in this quarter of the Peninsula, and even the 
Emperor, himself, had continued in it, for several years, to com- 
mand his army; and the subordinate officers, to whom portions 
of the Provinces, bordering on the English stations, had been 
entrusted, acted in obedience to the Mogul, without attempting 
insurrection or rebellion. . 

This state of affairs accounts for the appearance of force 
under those Nabobs, disturbing the manufactures from which 
the Company drew their goods, and frequently menacing the 
English fortified Settlements, but accepting of partial bribes,. 
to desist from actual attacks on them. 

President Pitt, in this season, therefore, represented, that 
the investments had been obstructed, by these armies carrying 


on a desultory war, which had destroyed the crops ;—that, at 


one: 
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CHAP III. one time, the Nabob had approached so near to Madras, as St. 
1706-7. Thomé, and signified a wish to visit the President in form, 
which was agreed to; but on his approaching the town, ac- 
companied by a greater body of troops than had been settled, 

it was deemed prudent to refuse him admittance. 
| At this crisis, large parties of Mahrattas fortunately made 


} 


a plundering incursion into the Carnatic, which obliged the 
Nabob to assemble his army, and march to expel them. Fort 
St. David was, in the same manner, menaced by Nabob Doud 
Khan, who had passed near it with his army, in consequence 
of a war between him, and the Hindoo Chief in Tanjore, 
(for it will be recollected, that this district remained under a 
branch of the Sevagee race, after the conquest of Visiapore 
and Golcondah) and, subsequently, to resist the army of the 
Nabob of Tritchinopoly ;—the President had, therefore, been 
obliged to send the Nabob a present of broad-cloth, which had 
been well received, and his army passed the place without 
hostility. 

Under these circumstances, President Pitt stated to the 


Court, that the garrisons of the two Forts were weak, and 


—, 
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would require a supply of recruits, for he had, this season, re- 
ceived only foursoldiers, when four hundred were wanted, to 
make up the two garrisons to their proper complement. 

On the general interests of the Union, ‘President Pitt stated, 
that the resource from the silver, which had been sent out, as stock, 
ws erected) p the low price at which it sold'¢ on the Coast, 


= —His report 
_ onthegeneral 
i sts of 
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brought nine, and nine and a half per cent. more than at : Fort St. CHAP. mt, 
George; and that he had been obliged to accept, after consulta- 1706-7. : 
tion, the bills drawn by the Governor of Bencoolen, to the amount 
of forty-nine thousand dollars, and, subsequently, to the farther 
amount of twenty-three thousand nine hundred dollars, for, 
otherwise, the trade at that Settlement, must have been at a stand ; 
but not being satisfied with the conduct of the Governor he 
had sent Mr. Glessell, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Deane, to fill 
up the vacancies in that Council, and to report on the actual 
state of affairs, to him, or to his successor, as he proposed 
returning to England, in January 1707. 

On the separate affairs of the London Company, President —On the se- 


parate inte- 
Pitt introduced his report with stating, that, in his opinion, they rests of the 


had heen rash and hasty, in forming an Union with the English Caen 
Company, because, if all their servants at Surat and Bengal, had 
acted with the same firmness, as had been manifested at Fort St. 
George, the whole of the interferences of the English Company 
with the London Company’s trade and privileges would have 
terminated in their ruin, or, to use his own language, ““ there 
« would not, by this time, have remained a New Company’s 
‘ man in India;” but that, considering the conduct of Sir 
Nicholas Waite, and the licence which had been given him, to 
continue his unjustifiable proceedings, which had nearly brought 
the Company’s trade on the West Coast to a stand, it was fortu- 
nate, perhaps, that the Union had taken place; for such had 
been his absurd violence, that Mr. Brabourne would not ac- 


A 
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cept the office of Deputy Governor of Bombay, because he would 
not serve under a man, whose behaviour he represented to be 
so absurd, that the civil servants of the Company, in that 
quarter, had declared, “ they would rather be private centinels 
“ at Fort St. George, than serve as Second in Council under 
« Sir Nicholas Waite.” 

President Pitt farther reported, that he would not accept 
any bills drawn from Bencoolen, on the separate account 
of the London Company, and that, at last, he had ascer- 
tained the amount of the United Company’s debt to the 
London Company, to be upwards of ninety thousand pagodas, 
and had sent home, on their separate account, this season, 
an investment, estimated at 5,898 pagodas; but there was. 
no probability of their “ recovering a penny of the Chinese 
Seb tome 

On the separate interests of the English Company, 
President Pitt reported, that having received their letter 
of the 2d March 1705-6, (the substance of which was given 
in their home transactions of that season,) he conceived that, 
as they had vested him with a controling power over their ser- 
vants, in winding up their separate affairs, the blame which 
they had imputed to him, in discharging this duty, was not less 
improper than unjustifiable ;—that he had, agreeably to orders, 
inyestigated the claims of the Native Merchants, and found 
them to be just, ‘under all the circumstances in which they had 
furnished goods for successive investments, and had drawn bills 

for 
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for the amount, at ten shillings and six-pence the pagoda ; 
an exchange which, though they might consider to be high, was, 
in fact, lower than could haye been obtained by any person 
but himself, who, from having been President for the London 
Company, and actually President for the United Company, had 
acquired the confidence of the monied men in the Settlement ; 
adding, that pagodas, at that time, were at the exchange of 
thirteen shillings and six-pence, and that the Dutch would not 
lend one, under eighteen shillings ; “ he, therefore, left it to the 
“ world to judge, which had acted with more honor, or honesty, 
« himself or the New Company ;—himself, who had examined 
the claims of the Black Merchants, and found them just, and 
drawn bills to pay them, or the New. Company, who had refused 
« to honor those bills, drawn for the support of their Factories, 
when starving, or to pay their debts to widows and orphans.” 
President Pitt, lastly, informed the Court of Managers, 
on the subject of the investment, that though cottons were 
scarce and dear, he had entered into two contracts, at Fort 
St. David, on good terms, the one amounting to eighty thou- 
sand, and the other to fifty thousand pagodas, and that the 
Loyal Cooke had been dispatched with a cargo, estimated at 
37,950 pagodas, and the Loyal Merchant with a cargo, of the 
value of 59,800 pagodas. 
4L2 From 


(1)—Letters from President Pitt and Council to the Court of Managers, 12th Septem- 
ber, 9th October 1706, 31st January, 10th, 14th and 16th February 1706-7.-—— Letters 
from President Pitt and Council to the Court of the London Company, gth and 21st 
September 1706.—— Letters from President Pitt to the Court of the English Company, 
21st September 1706. 
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From the report of the Governor and Council at Brncoo- 
LEN to the Court of Managers, it appears, that they still con- 
tinued to consider themselves independent of Fort St. George, 
but, as stated in the preceding article, they had drawn bills on 
that Presidency, to a large amount, though those bills had, 
on consuliation, been honoured, rather from a sense of duty 
to the Company, than from any approbation of the manner in 
which the money had been laid out :—this opinion President Pitt 
considered of such force, that he had sent three persons from 
Fort St. George to be Second, Third, and Fourth of Council 
at Bencoolen; but the Governor at that station, refused to 
admit them, on which Mr. Glessel returned to Fort St. George, 
while Mr. Wright and Mr. Deane remained, and accepted the 
rank of Junior Members of Council. The Governor described 
York Fort to be nearly completed, and that he had settled a 


Factory at “ Judickett,” to the northward of Bencoolen, and 


The Settle- 
ments and 
trade in Ben- 
galless affect- 
ed by the 


convulsions 


sent a corporal and four Buggesses, for its protection, 
but that he was in great need of a supply of slaves for 
labourers ;—that the pepper plantations, which, in the preceding 
year, he had reported as lately formed, promised to yield a 
large quantity of produce; and that he had dispatched the ship 
Hampshire, fully laden, for Europe.” 

The Bencar Provinces do not appear, in this season, to 
have felt the same apprehensions, respecting the civil wars so 


long anticipated from the great age of Aurungzebe, but to have 
continued 


(1)—Letters from the Governor and Council at Bencoolen to the Court of Managers, 


18th September and 11th October 1706, 
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continued nearly under the circumstances in which they were CHAP. III. 
described, in the preceding year. An agreement had heen made 1706-7, 
with the Duan, fora “ Sunnud,” for liberty of trade, and to thero oe 
settle a Factory at Cossimbuzar, for which a present of twenty- CONA 
five thousand rupees had been promised, on which he per- pas 
mitted the Company’s ‘‘ dusticks,” or passes, to proceed without 
interruption, and, subsequently, had given permission to use 
the mint at Muxadavad, under the usual privileges. 

The only appearance of interruption was the arrival of 
an order from the Mogul, in May, to stop the Dutch trade 
in Bengal; but this had no influence on the proceed- 
ings of the United Council, except that of inducing them to 
order additional works, to strengthen Fort William (the garrison 
of which consisted, at this time, of one hundred and twenty- 
five soldiers, of whom forty-six were Europeans, exclusive of 
the gunner and his crew), that the town of Calcutta, (which 
was now regularly built, and the inhabitants and reyenues 
increasing,) might be under the protection of the guns. 

On the subject of trade, the United Council reported to the Report of 


` the Council 
Court of Managers, that they had paid to the London Company, in Bengal, on 


53,215 rupees, andto the English Company, 47,654 rupees, for Tales 
their separate expences on the Dead Stock, since the commence- 
ment of the Union;—and that it had been found expedient to 
continue the Factory at Patna for another season, and to send 
up seventy thousand rupees, to purchase forty thousand maund of 
the best saltpetre; and, likewise, to station two Factors at 


Cossimbuzar, 
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Cossimbuzar, with a stock of 43,800 rupees, to resettle that 
Factory, under the Duan’s protection. 

The account given of the separate interests of the London 
Company, in substance, was, that the United Council had re- 
ceived the bullion by the Tankerville, amounting to £12,289, 


which sum with the money paid by the United Trade, on account 


of Dead Stock, or 53,215 rupees, and the remains of the proceeds ` 


of their Europe goods, or 27,659 rupees, had enabled them to 
clear off nearly the whole of the London Company’s debts in 
Bengal ;—that they had,- also, examined the English Company’s 
account of their expences of Dead Steck, which, in many par- 
ticulars, they had found erroneous, several articles having 
been purchased, on account of merchandize, which had been 
charged to the account of Dead Stock, and, therefore, on the 
whole, the interest due by the United Trade, to the London 
Company, amounted, at this period, to 28,033 rupees. . 

The account given of the separate interests. of the 
English Company was, that the United Council had sold all the 
remains of their goods, which amounted to 26,273 rupees, but 
had not been able to recover a rupee from Sir Edward Littleton, 
whose debts now amounted to 227,522 rupees; and had 
received from the United Trade; 41,031 rupees, on account 
of the Dead Stock of the English Company ;—that, by 
these means, they had laden on the Frederic, goods, on 
their separate account, estimated at 49,649 rupees, and on 
the Halifax, to the value of 21,483 rupees, which sums 

would 
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would nearly include the whole of their remains, as some lesser CHAP. 111. 
articles, only, were now to be recovered. 1706-7 


The report concluded with the following list of ships and Amount of 
the Bengal . 


investment 
this season. 


investments, dispatched, on the United Company’s account, this 
season, viz. the Frederic, with an investment estimated at 
282,250 rupees; the Tankerville, with 236,333 rupees; the 
Loyal Merchant, with 56,762 rupees; and the Halifax, with 
396,969 rupees. ®© 

Though, in the preceding season, the garrison at Bansar- TE Ge 
Massın, and the fortifications, were reported as scarcely equal meus oa 
to the defence of the place against the Natives, instigated by the jar-Massin. 
Chinese to revolt, it appears that the Agent and Council had taken 
the most active measures for its defence, after they had heard 
of the disaster of Pulo-Condore. It is probable, this event induced 
them, (after stating to the Court, that the inhabitants at the 
English Settlement at Banjar-Massin consisted of one Chief and 
four Members of Council, one Factor, three Writers, one offi- 
cer, twenty-five English, three Dutch, and ten Maccassar sol- 
diers, nine European artificers, thirty Javanese carpenters, five 
Chinese carpenters, two Chinese bricklayers, seventy labourers, 
thirty slaves, and nine European seamen,) to request a supply of 
one hundred Europeans, as the fortifications-were completing, 


and 


(1)—Letters from the United Council in Bengal to the Court of Managers, 31st Decem- 
ber 1706, and 24th January 1706-7. 


Letters from the Separate Council for the London 
Company, in Bengal, to their Court, 1st January 1706-7.—— Letters from the Separate 
Council for the English Company, in Bengal, to their Court, 26th December 1706, and: 
27th January 1706-7. 
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and had been faced with brick, which would require a supply 
of bricklayers and carpenters from England ;—that the 
work would, however, take two years to finish it, and they 
hoped the expence would not exceed £12,000; but a large 
supply of military stores, of every kind, would be wanted. 

As an inducement to persevere in maintaining this Settlement, 
the Agent reported to the Court, that the Island would yield 
pepper, gold, diamonds, dragon’s blood, wax, cloves, bark, 
and canes, proportions of which might be profitably exchanged 
for Coast goods, and for China produce, brought annually 
by the junks:—the pepper, however, or the staple article 
for which the Settlement had been formed, could not be 
wholly engrossed by the Company, as the Chinese bought, 
at least, one-third part of it;—that, from the first esta- 
blishment, there had been shipped six thousand and cleven 
tons of pepper, but the shipping sent out had exceeded the 
quantity of produce which could be collected, for an investment 
in this article :—In the vessels destined for this trade it would 
be proper, that the burden of each should not exceed three 
hundred tons, and, perhaps, it would be preferable to have 
them under that size, as, in that case, they could lay before the 
Factory, under the protection of the guns ;—it would be neces- 
sary, also, that the ships should arrive, between the months of 
August and March, in each season, which would prevent demo- 
rage, and enable the Agent more quickly to dispatch them, ®© 

It 


(1)— Letters from the Agent and Council at Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, to the Court of 
Managers, 23d and 25th November 1706, 26th and 31st January 1706-7. 
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It is but occasionally that the Company’s records furnish CHAP. 111. 
any information from St. HeLena ; that Island, as a Settlement, pM ( 
being under fixed regulations, which were only varied according wo of the 
to events. In this season, the capture of the Company’s ships shipenby ie 


Queen and Dover, by two French men of war, in St. Helena oa eae Nat 
Roads, on the Ist June 1706, was occasioned, in Governor 
Poirier’s opinion, by the captains not having brought their 
vessels sufficiently under the protection of the Fort, and, there- 
fore, he submitted, that instructions should be given to the 
commanders to moor their vessels, in future, within the range 


of the guns. © 


(1)—Letter from the Governor and Council of St. Helena to the Court of Managers, 
11th August 1706. 


VOL. III. 4M 
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CORABIN Tue period was now approaching, at which, by the Deed 


SS 
a 07 - po of Union of 1702, the London and English Companies were 
etrospect of 3 


events, lead- hound to wind up their separate stocks, that the whole of 
ing, in this 


r ip ae the East-India trade might be merged into that of the United 
co 


of the Union 
pt the Union Company. Bya reference to the preceding Annals it will appear, 


Sa Compa- that, at the outset, the Committees of the London Company, 
and the Directors of the English Company, proceeded in their 
respective capacities, rather under the impression of acting for 
their separate interests; than of founding, on the experience of 
the one, or on the speculations of the other, a system for an 
United East-India trade, in a shorter time, than the Deed had 
prescribed ; and, by a like reference, it will appear, that the 
Committees of the London Company, probably from being 
possessed of larger funds and more experience, were sooner 
disposed to recede from these narrow principles, than the 
Directors. of the English Company. 

The events of the few last years have discovered the 
Committees of the London Company nearly winding up their 
separate interests, and, in their public conduct, as Members. of 
the Court of Managers, contributing their aid, and instructing 
their servants abroad, to assist their former opponents, but now 
colleagues, in adjusting their concerns; and have, also, dis- 
covered, that the Directors of the English Company, though: 

publicly. 
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əd 


publicly acquiescing with the Court of Managers in the same CHAP. Ifl. 


principles, were sending: private orders to their servants abroad, 1707-8. 


authorizing them to keep alive that opposition, which was cal- 
culated to retard, rather than to accelerate, either the winding 
up of their own affairs, or bringing the general interests into a 
state in which the Union could be rendered practicable, or 
eflicient. 

At the close of the season we are about to review, 
this selfish spirit was laid aside, and those persons employed 
abroad, who had acted from interested or vindictive motives, were 
removed from their situations; but this change did not arise so 
much from conviction of the impropriety of their conduct, as 
from an event, which, though unconnected with Indian affairs, 
necessarily brought all opposition to a conclusion. 

The public resources, required to maintain a general war in 
Europe, called for aids from every Corporation, and, among 
others, from the East-India Company. The Earl of Godolphin, at 
this time Lord High Treasurer of Great-Britain, and Chief Mi- 
nister of Finance, required of the East-India Companies, a 
loan to the public, of 1,200,000 :—The recollection of what 
had occurred in 1698, when a loan was offered and accepted 
from the General Society, (subsequently the English East- 
India Company, ) induced all parties to lay aside their animosities 
and particular interests, and to unite in meeting this public 
demand ; for it was foreseen, that, had the Court of Managers, 
(as the London Company at that time did,) hesitated about the 
sum they were to give, or attempted to make a bargain on 

4M 2 narrow 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


A loan of 


2£1,200 000, 
for the publie , 
service, re- 


quired from 


the United 
Company, 


636 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


CHAP. III. narrow principles, new mercantile speculators might have arisen, 
C A 
1707-8. who would have advanced the money ; and that, if the Lon- 


don, English, and United Companies, had not been superseded, 

#4] the whole might have had to encounter a new rival, fostered 

and assisted by the Private Merchants, who were again bring- 

at ing up the impracticable scheme of an open trade, and sup- 

porting that scheme, by again describing the regulated 
commerce of the East-India Company as an odious monopoly. 

l ee This opinion was not only probable, but its influence, 

mjgsediby Ape at this time, is marked, by the acts which appear on 

Dagers. the records of the Court of Managers in this season ; who, 

mstead of encouraging Sir Nicholas Waite in: his narrow 

and selfish projects of continuing himself in power, and retain- 


ing Sir John Gayer, and the London Company’s oldest and 


— ee ee 


best servants in confinement, dismissed him the service, and 


appointed a new General and Council at Bombay, four of whom 


| 


were to constitute the President and Council at Surat. The 
general instruction given to this Council was, to Jay aside 
animosities of every kind, and to exert their best endeavours for 
the liberation of Sir John Gayer and his Council ;—and, in 
discharging their duties to the United Company, they were to 
follow such plans as he should recommend, not only for the 


general interest, but for winding up the interests of the se- 


t} 


parate Companies. 


; Having traced the source of the events, which were 
Act of Parlia- > 

ment (6th calculated finally to adjust the separate interests of the two 
QueenAnne) 

authorizing ee : : ; 4 
4 nuborizing Companies, and which had an immediate effect on the proceed 
Earl Godol- À : ings: 
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ings and conduct of the Court of Managers, we are prepared CHAP. 1r. 


to review the particulars in the Act, 6th Queen Anne, cap. 17, 


1707 -8- 


which passed, ostensibly, for raising the sum of 41,200,000 for phin, and ex- 


tending the 


rivileges of 


the public service, but which, from its provisions, will be found the United 


to comprehend and settle, by an appeal to the Award of the n 
Earl of Godolphin, all those jarring interests, which had, 
hitherto, divided the attention of the Committees and Directors 
of the two Companies, and, in many instances, placed at 
variance the orders of the Court of Managers, and the sepa- 
rate instructions of the Members who composed it. ; 

The preamble of this Act recited the substance of the Act, 
9th William III., cap. 44.; or, “ an Act for raising a sum, not 
« exceeding two millions, upon a fund for payment of annui- 
« ties, after the rate of eight per cent. per annum, and for 
ee settling the trade ‘to the East-Indies.” It also recited the 
Charters, or Letters Patent, dated the 3d and 5th September, 
10th William II. (1698), for establishing The General Society, 
and The English East-India Company. It farther recited the 
Act, llth William III. (1699), enacting that the London 
Company should remain a Body Corporate and Politic, till the 
redemption of the fund granted by the preceding Act; and also, 
the Indenture Tripartite, dated the 22d July 1702, between the 
Queen and the London and English Companies ; and then pro- 
vided, that the English (United) Company, in behalf of them- 
selves, and of the London Company, united by the said Indenture 
Tripartite, cr Deed of Union, should advance to the Queen the 
sum of 341,200,000, as a loan for carrying on the war, without 


aby 
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CHAP. UI. any additional interest ;—that, to enable the said Company to 


1707-8. 


raise this sum, they were empowered, by this Act, to borrow 
£1,500,000, on securities, under the Common Seal of the 
English Company, (then in the hands of the Managers for the 
United Trade,) on account of the United Stock, or Fund; and 
to call in money from their respective Adventurers, or Proprie- 
tors, for the purpose of repaying the said borrowed ‘money, or 
the interest thereof ;—that the sum of 1,200,000, so advanced, 
should be deemed additional stock of the said Company, and 
exempted from all taxes;—that for the encouragement of 
the English (United) Company, to continue their trade, 
it was enacted by this Act, that the proviso in the Act, 9th 
William III. (cap. 44.), “that the English Company should 
“ cease and determine, on three years’ notice, after the 29th 
KE September 1711, and on repayment of their capital stock of 
“ two millions,’ should be repealed; and that the English 
(United) Company, should, under this Act, continue to bea 
Body Politic and Corporate, till the 25th March 1726, and then 
should cease and determine, on three years’ notice, and repay- 
ment of their capital of £3,200,000 ;—that the separate stock 
of the General Society, amounting to 47,200, should, by this 
Act, be confirmed, with all its privileges of trade; but 
that it should be lawful for the English (United) Company, 
on giving three years’ notice of their intention, after the 
29th September 1711, to pay off the said separate stock, which 
should, after that period, be incorporated in the stock’ of the 


English (United) Company :—and, in order to a complete. 


Union 
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Union between the London and English Companies, it was CHAP. III. 
enacted, that all matters, still in difference between them, should, 1707-8. 
by desire of both Companies, be submitted to the Award of 
Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Treasurer of Great- 
Britain ; such Award, under his Lordship’s hand and seal, to be 
binding and conclusive on both Companies, and to be completed, 
on or before the 29th September 1708, after which the London 
Company were to surrender their Charters, and the English 
Company assume the name of Tar Unirrp Company or MER- 
CHANTS OF ENGLAND TRADING To THE East-Inpixs ; and 
the persons who, at the time of the said surrender, might be 


Managers of the United Trade, were to be the Directors of the 
United Company, till the next election. ? 


From the events which had occurred in the Courts of both cE bed 
reign stations, since their visions in this 
Companies, at home and at ‘their foreig é $ Kee ee 
A On, : i ~ to the addi- 
affairs were, in general, vested in the Court of Managers, and Teas 
i . es Ss ins + ve of £1,200,000 
since the separate interests were winding up, by the respective AEEA 


= ‘ 3 + of £160,000; 
Agents of the London and English Companies abroad, it became Teale 


o : - s ayment of 
evident, not only to the Directors and Proprietors, but to the payment i 


Legislature, that- the authority. of the State was required to be five per cent.. 
interposed, at this juncture, to accomplish that Union, which 
opposing interests had so long retarded; and that this end could 
be 

(1)—Russel’s-India Acts, (6 Anne, cap. 17, page 46). 

Note.—By the Act, 10th Anne, cap. 28, the Corporate capacity of the United Com- 
pany is confirmed as perpetual, as, by this Act, it is expressly stated, that only the annuity, or 
yearly fund of £160,000, should, on three years’ notice after the 25th March 1733, and on 
repayment of the loans of £3,200,000, cease and determine; but not ‘‘ the Corporations 


‘* erected in pursuance of former Acts, or the benefits of trade granted. by them, or by any 


s Charters made in pursuance thereof.” 
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CHAP. UT. he only effected, by ‘vesting Lord: Godolphin with powers to 
1707-8. decide, ultimately, for all the parties concerned, and to declare, 
in the Act, that his decision should be final. ' 

From the provisions in the Act, it next appears, that the 
stock, or funds, of the United Company, were enlarged and 
improved, notwithstanding the rate of interest, (eight per 
cent.) on the two- millions- advanced to Government by the Ge- 
neral Society, and the English Company, was reduced to five per 
cent. ; because the stock, or funds of the Company, were now 
encreased to 43,200,000; and the sum of 160,000; which 
had been originally assigned by the Act of 1698, for the pay- 
ment of interest, at eight per cent., from certain duties on salt, 


parchment, &c. was continued as a separate fund, applicable 


ji PE ` to the payment of interest by the Public, on the loans of the 
7 Company to Government, of £3,200, 000; which thus reduced 
Bi the rate of interest to five per cent. 

: From the preceding events, and from the Act, it also appears, 
Hii that all the grants to the London Company, and:the Charter to 
H: the English Company, proceeding on the Act of 1698, were con- 


firmed to the United Company; and, at the same time, the 


4 important explanation is introduced, that the exclusive privileges. 


of trade were to extend to the year 1726. 


Mr. Aislabie It wil, therefore, be interesting to look at the measures 


appointed by 
the Court of which, .in this state of affairs, the- Managers of the United 


Managers to 
pacer at Trade, and the Committees of the London, and the Directors 
ombay, a Eas 
ee of be English Companies, adopted, to prepare. their foreign 
ent an . 7 

Council no- 3 À bhi chagi 

sae mis a e Settlements for the Award of Lord Godolphin, which, E 

pe é een 
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The Court of Managers, under the circumstances which 
have been described, appointed a new General and Council at 
Bompay:—Mr. Aislabie, formerly in the London Company’s 
service, was nominated to be General; Mr. Proby, Second in 
Council; Mr. Bendall, Third; Mr. Goodshaw, Fourth; Mr. 
Wyche, Fifth; Mr. Mildmay, Sixth; Mr. Boone, Seventh; 
and Mr. Oakley, Eighth; with orders to select four of them- 
selves to be President and Council at Surat, and such number 
of Factors and Writers, as they might think the service would 
require. 

On intimating this appointment to Mr. Aislabie, they 
desired that all former animosities might be laid aside, and 
explained to him, that the final settlement of the United Trade, 
at the desire of the Joint Committees of both Companies, had, 
by Act of Parliament, been confided to the Award of Lord 
Treasurer Godolphin. The Court of the London Company 
notified to Sir John Gayer, that Sir Nicholas Waite had been 
dismissed the service of the United Company ;—lamented his 
long confinement at Surat, and informed him that Mr. Aislabie, 
who had been appointed General at Bombay, at their recom- 
mendation, had, with his Council, received the most positive 
orders.to use every effort for his liberation ;—that, therefore, 


they expected he would afford his best advice to Mr. Aislabie, 


been enacted, should he completed before the 29th September oS 


> 
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in winding up whatever related to their separate affairs, who — 


“VOL. III. 4N also 
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General and 
separate in- 
structions to 
President 

Pitt, on the 


` 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


also had received orders to pay attention to such advice as he 
might afford him on that subject. 

The Court of the English Company softened, as much as 
they could, to Sir Nicholas Waite, the event of his dismission, 
by informing him, that the Court of Managers had thought fit 
to “ discontinue” him from being General at Bombay; but, 
they retained, even in this last communication to him, a portion 
of that narrow policy, by which they had been guided; for 
instead of thanking him, in general terms, for his services, they 
explained those services to have consisted in preserving their (the 
English Company’s) affairs from being “ embroiled” with those 
of the London Company, and desired him to deliver whatever 
might remain of their property to the General and Council 
at Bombay ;—they, likewise, required Mr. Proby and Mr. 
Bonnell to deliver all their papers and books to the new Gene- 
ral, having requested him to act impartially, in adjusting and 


winding up their interests, and to invest the remains in fine 


‘book-doreea muslins, coffee, and indigo :—they, farther, re- 


commended their separate affairs to Mr. Proby, who had been 


nominated Second in Council at Bombay, at their particular 


request. ® 
The orders of the Court of Managers to President Pitt, at 
Fort St. GEORGE, were a continuation, only, of those of the 
preceding 
(1)—Letters from the Court of the London Company to Sir John Gayer at Surat, and 
Mr, Aislabie at Bombay, 20th April 1708.—— Letters from the Court of the English 
Company to Sir Nicholas Waite and Mr, Aislabie at Bombay, and Mr. Proby and Mr. Bon- 


nell at Surat, 20th April 1708, 
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Having sent him, on the ships of the season, qag Paii 

destined for the- Coast, the sum of 100,000, they directed, 1707-8 8. 

that it should be applied to pay off all the debts due by the ee an 
United Trade, to the London Company, either on the Coast, or Coranadhis 
in Bengal. 


preceding year. 


The separate orders of the London Company, to President 
Pitt, were equally concise, for though they expressed a disappoint- 
ment, that. the goods which had come in the ships of the last sea- 
son, on their separate account, had not been more considerable, 
they continued their affairs under his direction ; suggesting, that 
whatever remains of goods or effects they might haye:on the 
Coast, should be remitted to Bengal, to be inyested in the finest 
muslins, and that whatever could be recovered from Anqua’s 
debt (should the proceeds of both not be equal,to the discharge 
of their debts in Bengal) might be applied to the same purpose; 
but, if insufficient to liquidate the whole, he was to. draw bills 
for the amount on their Court. l 

On the relation between the Coast and Benecol there 
appears, this season, no specific instructions. ®© 


As in the preceding branch of their business, the Court of General and 

oe eae separate in- 

Managers, this season, repeated to the United Council of Bex- sTuctions to 
2 i the United 
> > | ve Council in 

GAL, the same general orders as given last year, Hgts 


The separate orders of the London Company discover, that 
they. still continued their interest in Bengal, under the con- 
trol of President Pitt, who had been directed to remit to Ben- 

4N 2 à gal 


Gidd 


(1)—Letters from the Court of the London ten to the President and. Council of 
Fort St. George, 16th April 1708. 


i 
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CHAP. II. gal the surplus of their property on the Coast, with money 

1707-8. to discharge their debts, and that whatever might remain 
should be invested in fine muslins, but he was not to admit any 
part of the English Company’s property, as Dead Stock, which 
actually constituted merchandize :—farther, as the Court of Ma- 
nagers had resettled the Factory at Cossimbuzar, it was expected 
the Agent entrusted with winding up the London Compa- 
ny’s affairs, would avail himself of this opportunity, to recover 
the old debt due to them at that station. 

In the separate orders of the English Company, their Court 
desired that every effort should be used to bring Sir Edward Lit- 
tleton to account, in which their former servants would receive, 
under the orders of the Court of Managers, the assistance of the 


United Council. As a considerable stock would remain to them 


sft in Borneo, it was to be remitted to Bengal, as an additional 
fund, to be invested in mulmull and doreea muslins. © 


Final instruc- The instructions of the Court of Directors of the English 
tions of the à “ 
EnglishCom- Company to the Agent and Council at Bansar-Massin, in the 
pany to their . p x 
Agent and Island of Borxro, are described to be final; as all orders, in 


TESS ees oor 


y Council at ‘ p 
a, Bi Tae future, from the approaching Award of Lord Godolphin, could 
se sin, in Bor- a SS ; 
as neo, only come from the United Company ; expedition, therefore, and l 


care in fulfilling these, their last instructions, would be required. i 
As the remaining stock of the English Company, in Borneo, - 
amounted to 157,490 dollars, the Agent and Council were 
required 
(1)—Letter from the Court of the London Company to their Separate Council in 


Bengal, 16th April 1708. 
Separate Council in Bengal, 8th October 1707, and 16th April 1708. 


Letters from the Court of the English Company to their 
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' required to invest such proportion of this sum in pepper, as would CHAP. ur. 
not interfere with, or do prejudice to the United Trade in that 17078. 
article, and to transfer the remainder to their Agents in Bengal 3 | 
explaining, that if this could not be effected in silver, they were 


to endeavour to get it changed for gold, and to purchase, with 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY: 


whatever debts they. might recover, pepper, wax, teas, or any 
other commodities the country would afford, as a channel of 
remittance. 

It is remarkable, in these final instructions, that the Court, 
instead of ordering their investments to be sent on board the 
ships of the United Company, preferred their being put on board a 
Separate Stock ship, (that is, the small outstanding stock of the 
General Society) and, in fact, engaged one, the Mermaid Gal- 
ley, for this service, on which the whole remains, either in goods 
or money, belonging to the English Company, were to be 
shipped, and consigned to the Council in Bengal. © 

This circumstance proves the existence of a distinct trade 
on the Separate Stock; and yet all writers on the subject either 
reject this fact, or hold it to be doubtful :—the existence of this 
stock is, however, established by the Act, 6th Queen Anne, 

w cap. 17, which declares the Separate Stock to be a distinct 
branch of East-India trade, till it should come, by purchase, 
into the stock of the United Company, at the expiration of three 
years. 


“The 


(1)—Letters from the Court of the English Company to the Agent and Council at 
Banjar-Massin, in Borneo, 25th June, Sth October 1707, and 16th April 1708. 
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CHAP. IIT, 

1707-8. : 

Political state The events in Hindostan, at the death of Aurungzebe, 


of the Mogul 
Empire, iùn though they cannot be connected in a series, from the documents 
consequence 5 : 


of the civil preserved among the Company’s records, may be appreciated from 
succession. the effect which they had on the safety and trade of the different 
Presidencies; and as the detail is founded on the authority of 
persons interested in the recital, both from.a sense of safety and 
of duty, it will furnish facts, by which we can form an opinion 
of the consequences of the death of Aurungzebe, on the Mogul 
Empire. ; 
Jn this season, therefore, we must continue the arrange- : 
ment observed in the two preceding years, respecting the foreign 
transactions of the Company’s servants, at each of their Presi- 
dencies ; that is, the events which more immediately affected the 
countries in which the seats of their trade were situated, both 
with respect to safety and commerce, and the measures of the 
European Companies, struggling to preserve their privileges, 
amid these general political convulsions :—we can, thus, discover 
the sources of the first efforts of the servants of the United | 
Company, to uphold the privileges and trade of their predecessors, 
and to wind up, and bring into one concern, the remains ọf the 
= London and English Companies. 
Relaxed state At the close of the preceding season, the death of Aurung- 


of the Mogul ` A z 
power in the zebe was generally known, with the result of the first wars for 


, provinces on 
HHE the 
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the succession,—the victory, at Agra, of the army of Shah CHAP. 
Aulum,—and the death of Sultan Azem and his sons,— 170728. 
and the accession of Shah Aulum to the Mogul throne, by GAN 
the title of Bahader Shah. By these events, the Mogul Em- 
pire was, for a time, divided between Bahader Shah, the eldest 
son of Aurungzebe, who occupied and commanded the Central 
provinces, and Khan Buksh, the third son, who remained in 
the Decan, with that portion of the army which had been sta- 
tioned in that favourite theatre of Aurungzebe’s conquests. 

On the authority of the letters of the different Presidencies, 
‘we discover, that Khan Buksh had availed himself of the will 
of the late Emperor, and was assuming the government of 


that portion of it, which it was understood, in India, had been 


| 
assigned to him :—in these provinces he took the title of King 
of India, or King of Visiapore and Golcondah. From the Bom- 
‘pay and Surat dispatches we learn, that, notwithstanding 

the victory of Agra, Bahader Shah continued in the field with 

his army, confirming and consolidating his power at Delhi, but 

left the Western provinces, in the vicinity of Surat and Bombay, 

(where he had no competitor,) to the administration of the 

officers who had been stationed in them by the late Emperor, i 
without, however, supporting-them by a military force, to keep 

in check the incursions, or conquests, of the Hindoo or Mahratta 

States. 

~ The Hindoo Chiefs had, for a long time, been preparing armies Goan pa 
to assert their independence, when the power and authority of Au- ee in 
rungzehe should be dissolved, or when the civil wars for the succes- tions for mi- 


5 litary stores, 
sion 
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CHAP. III. sion should divert the Mogul forces, which, during the adminis- 
— 4 

1707-8. tration of the late Emperor, might have been brought to repel 


to the Ge- "an 3 é atte 
_neralatBom- their incursions, or to crush their rising power. These events 


bay and Pre- 
sidency of 


Surat, pre- 
paratory to a European trade at Surat, the safety of Bombay, and the Factories 


enim ie on the Malabar Coast, connected with the countries which more 
pire, immediately formed a part of the Mahratta dominions. 

This powerful people, it appears, though hitherto kept 
in check by the impressions which they had felt of the talents 
and energy of Aurungzebe, and though prepared to act on 
the first information of his death, paused, when that event 
actually took place, in entering on the war which they had 
meditated : a feeling which has often occurred, in every part of 
the world, on the death of a great and wise Sovereign, because 
the memory of his character upholds his Empire, till the weakness 
of his successors convinces neighbouring nations, that neither 


the force, nor the wisdom, with which he had supported his 


explain the circumstances which more particularly affected the 


$ authority, remained to oppose them :—Surat, for this reason, was 
f si described, immediately after the death of Aurungzebe, and during 
i the first war for the succession, to have continued quiet and 
5 s undisturbed, and the Mahrattas, under the ‘* Sow-Rajah ” 
(Sahojee), a prince whose talents and wisdom were equal to those 
of his predecessors, Sevagee and Sambajee, to be rather preparing 
for, than entering on hostilities against the Mogul. At this 
juncture, Sahojec addressed a letter to the General at Bombay, 
as requesting a “supply of arms, ammunition, European soldiers, 
on and money:—The actual situation of the Mahratta frontiers, 

inland 
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inland and maritime, accounts for this suspension of action, and CHAP. 111. 
for the provident measures which this cautious Chief adopted, 1707-8. 


to consolidate his own power, before he should proceed to actual’ 
hostilities against the Mogul Empire. 


ij 


Sahojee, on the one hand, was aware, fhat the. Mogul 
army still remained in the Decan, and that Khan Buksh had 
proclaimed himself King of Visiapore, or Bisnagur, (that is, 
of the countries which Aurungzebe had conquered, and had 
proposed to form into a large Soubah, which, by its situation, 
would keep in check the Hindoo Powers, and prevent their in- 
cursions, either into the interior provinces, or into the Carnatic;) 
and, on the other hand, he had observed, that his conquests on 
the Malabar Coast might be checked, by the depredations and 
force of the Arab fleets from Muscat. 

The Arab fleets, which had, hitherto, only appeared as First naval 
cruisers, overpowering the trade on the Malabar Coast, were now bet 


ment, by Co- 


‘ .  najee An- 
adopting a more regular system of naval war, for they had obtain- griah, on the 


3 5 SE h T Malabar 
ed from the King of Pegu, permission to build ships at the ports Coast. 


in his country, and had spread their fleets over the seas 
which surround the Peninsula of India: already some of their 
ships carried-from thirty to fifty guns, and they had made 
descents on several towns on the Malabar Coast, both to obtain 
plunder and a fixed station, from which they might annoy the 
frade, or with their collected fleets, resist the Mogul, or Mah- 


ratta fleets, or the more powerful vessels of the European na- 
tions. | it i 


5 


VOL. III. 40 


~ The 
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CHAP. III. The Mahrattas, on this occasion, equipped a fleet of sixty 
1707-8. yessels, between Bombay and Goa, which acted not only 


amene 


LEGA 
jt 


with the view of repelling the Arab fleets, but as pirates against 
all defenceless vessels; while Conajee Angria, a Mahratta Chief, 
had, at this time, a fleet of considerable force, which had piracy 
for its only object, and though occupying a port in the Mahratta 
country, and, therefore, deemed hostile to the Moguls, yet, like 
all Indian chiefs, kept his own power distinct, though he ac- 
knowledged a kind of political relation with the sovereignty with 
which his ports were connected. 

mops In a situation so critical, with respect to the Native Powers, | 


of Sir Nicho- we might have expected unanimity between Sir Nicholas Waite, 
las Waite, in 


Bis Gates _ as General at Bombay, and the Company’s Agents and Council, 
pacer of at Surat, but discover only reciprocal animosities. Sir Nicho- 
Jas Waite accused them of acting independently of his authority, 
and of assuming the title of President and Council of Surat, 
of refusing to send him copies of their books and consultations, 
and preventing the trade being brought from that port to Bom- 
bay; and the Agents justified themselves, from the necessity 
of such measures, because he had not only sent them no 
stock from. Bombay, but no instructions which it was prac- F 
ticable for them to execute, and, therefore, to preserve the 
Factory and trade, they had been obliged to contract debts, on 
the United Company’s account, to the amount, this season, of 
48,000 rupees. ret ) i 
_. With such an opposing administration, it is not surprising 
to find, that the separate interests of the London and English 
Companies 
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cd 


Əd 


1 


Companies were not even hinted at, or Sir John Gayer’s con- CHAP. ur. 


finement at Surat tioned; and iti isi 7 
; at Surat mentioned ; and itis, also, not surprising, that 1707 -8. 


any application for a Phirmaund was impracticable, more parti- 
cularly with the example of the Dutch before them, who, 
though supported by the appearance of force, had hitherto 
been unable to obtain that Phirmaund, the granting of which 
was among their stipulations in their treaty with the Governor 


of Surat; and that the amount of the investments, this season, 


' do not appear on record. 


To cover these defects, the arrangements respecting the 
revenue, and the request of an additional force for the defence 
of the Island of Bombay, formed the principal subject of Sir 
Nicholas Waite’s report: he stated, that the arrack farms 
had been placed in the hands of Agents, who were to manage 
them, because, when put up to sale, no -person offered to 
take them ;—that the same method had been adopted with the 
tobacco farms, hy which a gain had been made, this season, 
of 22,328 xeraphins ;—that the Out-factories had, this year, 
heen unproductive, no pepper having been obtained at Carwar, 
from the confusion in the country, occasioned by a war between 
the Zamorin, and the King of Cochin;—that though the Compa- 
ny had been offered the cession of the fort of Cranganore, at which’ 
the Dutch were engrossing the pepper to the’ southward, the 
state of the force at Bombay was such, that he could not accept! 
of it, as he had not soldiers to garrison the place ;that the 
garrison at Bombay had been weakened by death, ‘and from not 
having received recruits, or stores, of any kind ;—and that a 


402 reinforcement 
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eatin 


CHAP. III.. reinforcement of forty gunners would be required, to form an 


vara ay 
Ew > Fm 
em © e 


Taw 
S 


1707-8. Artillery company for the castle, and either a supply of seamen, 


e 


or powers to impress them from the ships, with proper officers, 


military and naval, to command them. ©? 
rent Tok When the situation of the Company’s general and particu- 
d 
reporton the Jar interests at Bombay, at the time when it was the duty of Sir 


separate in- 

ferests of the Nicholas Waite to bring them into a state to be assigned to the 

Say n United Company, without being clogged with arrears, is contrasted 
with the situation of their affairs in Prersta, (an Agency dependent 
on Bombay, ) it will afford an additional proof of his misconduct. 


On the relative circumstances of the Agent and Council in 


a ware 
£! 
+ as As ~d 


A TT, ST 


n a T a. 
SPD) Ore 8G" 


a 
— 


Persia, with respect to the government, it is stated, that the 
captures by the Arab and Mahratta pirates had been so nume- 
rous (the Diamond, a vessel from Bombay to Gombroon, hav- 
| ing been taken on her voyage, in the month of February) that 
FA the King of Persia proposed to send Mirza Nazir, a mer- 
chant, to Bombay, and a nobleman, as his Ambassador, 
to Batavia, to solicit naval aid against the pirates. It was 
of importance to prevent the first plan, because Bombay 
was not in a situation to receive an Envoy, either by 
the appearance of its strength, or by having disposable ship- 
ping for the service solicited; and of equal importance to 
prevent the second plan, because it might afford, if complied 
with, a preference to the Dutch in the Persian market ; and, 


therefore, it only remained with the Agent to promise, as soon 
as 


ci (1)—Letters from the General and Council at Bombay to the Court of Managers, 27th 
September, ‘96th November 1707, and 25th March 1708, 
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as the war in Europe should cease, that a sufficient naval force CHAP. 11. 


would be sent to destroy the pirates. 


Under these circumstances, the Agent made considerable 
exertions, in the years 1706-7 and 1707-8, to recover: the debts 
due to the London Company. In the former year he had received 
the greatest part of the arrears of customs, due at the time of 
the Union, or July 1702, which should be consigned to Sir John 
Gayer and Council at Surat; but not having been able to 
dispose of their cloth at Ispahan, except at a loss, he had sent 
it, with four thousand sequins due by the Banians, to the 


same consignment, though he was doubtful, whether the 


thousand tomands, so long in dispute, or the debts at Tauris, 


could be recovered. 


In February 1707-8, however, Agent Lock congratulated 
the London Company, on having, at last, brought their separate 
affairs to a conclusion, as he had recovered the whole of the ar- 
rears of customs due to them, up to 22d July 1702, amounting 
to 2,306 tomands, and also their other separate debts, and con- 
signed them to Sir John Gayer, at Surat, with the exception 
of those at Tauris, and the thousand tomands, which had been 
entered on the United Company’s books, as Bad Debts, and thus 
had wound up the separate interests of the London Company, 


in Persia, in which they had no longer any books or accounts 
remaining. © 


‘The 


(1)—Letter from the General and Council of Bombay to the Agent and Council in 
Persia, 12th May 1707..— Letters from the Agent and Council at Ispahan to the Court 
of the London Company, 25th and 30th July 1707, and 16th February 1707-9, 
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654. ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 
CHAP. Ill. The events which marked the first year of the civil war for 


1707-8. the succession to the throne of the Mogul, and the degree in ; 
Pisia Which they affected the provinces of that Empire, in the more 


resting re- ee. 0 one > 
port, on the immediate vicinity of Delhi, have, (as far as they could be 


_ political si- : 
tuationof the collected from the Company’s records, regarding Surat and | 


Mogul Pow- : i 4 i 
er in the De- Bombay,) been referred to, in the first article of the foreign 


can and Car- 


nalic. transactions of this season; and, as the evidence was given 


by persons who were in a situation to relate what they had 
observed, and whose safety and duties were affected by them, 
the authenticity of the detail is unquestionable. We have, next, to 
collect from similar sources, those transactions, which were more 


immediately under the notice, or affected the trade and safety of 


the Company’s establishments, on the Coromanprr Coast, 


which rest on the authority of President Pitt, whose talents : 


W and prebity, in the whole of his administration, raised him 

A above the rank of any of his predecessors ọr contemporaries. 

a After the battle of Agra, President Pitt stated, that Shah 
in Aulam, or Bahader Shah, had been recognized as Mogul, in 
; the Central provinces of. the Empire, and had continued in 


2: them, confirming or consolidating his power; but had left the 


pected, to the precarious defence of the officers to whom 
Aurungzebe had entrusted them ;—that the Mahrattas, instead 
of profiting from the circumstances in those countries, either by 
incursions or by conquests, had rather paused in acting, and 
were preparing for a more regular war, by seeking supplies from 

the 


$ Western provinces, with which Bombay and Surat were con- | 


fit! 
ijt: 
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of European soldiers, to assist in disciplining his army, and in 1707-8 


the management of that artillery, of which Sahojee appears, even 


at this early time, to have anticipated the importance. 


In the Decan, from the report of the preceding year, it 
appeared, that Khan Buksh remained at the “head of the 
army which Aurungzebe commanded at the time of bis death 
and, instead of setting up for the throne of Delhi, was rather 
availing himself of that division of the Empire, which had been 
assigned to him by the will of his father, than taking measures 


for asserting his claim to the throne, or for preserving the 


integrity of the Mogul dominions ;—and that his object 
seemed to be the founding of an imdependent sovereignty 


in the Decan, to be extended from Visiapore, over the pro- 


vinces bordering, on the one hand, on the Mahratta posses- 


sions, and, on the other, over the countries which stretch from 
this capital to the Carnatic, and include its Southernprovinces. 
Jn this situation, the lesser Princes, or Nabobs, were uncertain 
what line of conduct they should pursue, for they had received 
no orders from Delhi, requiring the declaration of their obe- 
dience to Bahader Shah, and were afraid, from the vicinity of 
Khan Buksh’s army, either to refuse submission to him, or to 


recognize his sovereignty. 


The Nabob, who commanded in the provinces in the vicinity 


of Madras, assembled, what, in modern times, would be called 


an Army of Observation, partly to overawe the provinces, and 


partly 
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CHAP. Il. partly to resist the pretensions of Khan Buksh, till such time as 


1707-8. he should receive orders from Delhi for his conduct, or till he 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


should discover whether Bahader Shah acquiesced in the posses- 
sion of Visiapore, and its dependencies, by his brother. This ap- 
pearance of force so far influenced the measures of Khan Buksh, 
that he sent a considerable army into the Carnatic, under his 
son, to require that the Nabob should either declare his alle- 
giance to his sovereignty, or act in open hostility against him. 

President Pitt described these armies to be large, and ap- 
proaching each other, but that, before coming to action, each, 
probably afraid of the issue, had agreed to an armistice, for four 
months ;—and that the Nabob had given a large bribe to Khan 
Buksh, to withdraw his army, and retired with his own, from 
the vicinity of the English Settlements. 

On the part of Khan Buksh, this hostility appeared to have 
been a measure of precaution only, for no sooner was the 
Nabob’s army withdrawn, than that of the Sultan marched into 
his country, and in so menacing an attitude, that President Pitt 
took the best means he could, for the defence of Fort St. 
George, and intimated to the Court, the necessity of warding off 
the attack, by making a large present to this Sultan. 

One circumstance strongly marks the uncertainty, at this 


juncture, of who, ultimately, would become the possessor of 


‘the Mogul throne. In Bengal, the sovereignty of Bahader Shah 


had been generally recognized, but, from the preceding events, 
it was doubtful, whether, in the Decan, that of Khan Buksh 


might not ultimately prevail ; for the Bengal Council sent to 
Madras 


S 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 657 
Madras, a rupee coined by Bahader Shah, (or Shah Aulum,) and CHAP. 11. 
desired that all rupees coined at the Fort, for Bengal, might be 1707-8. 
conformable to this specimen, as such coin, only, would be re- 
ceived, or pass in Bengal, whereas, at the Fort, those rupees 

-could not be circulated, for fear, as President Pitt expresses 
it, of giving offence to Khan Buksh, the apparent King. 
The situation, thus, of President Pitt and his Council, as Embarrassed 


situation of 
far as regarded the Mogul and Native Powers, was delicate and Madras, from 


perilous, and not less so at Madras itself, from the disputes tween parti 
which had arisen between the two principal Casts of Natives, hele a 
inhabiting the Black Town, one of which he described by the 

name of the Right Hand, and the other, the Left Hand Cast ; 

the former principally comprehending the hoatmen, washermen, 
fishermen, barbers, and other seryants; the latter, merchants, 
carpenters, blacksmiths, goldsmiths, oilmen, and shoemakers :— 

each threatened to leave the place, unless a superiority was assign- 

ed them over the other, and to retire to St. Thomé, or to the 

Dutch Settlements, which were disposed to receive them, from the 
expectation of revenue arising from their industry. The President, 

though he endeayoured to place them in separate quarters of the 

town, and set up stone pillars, to prevent their interferences 

with each other, yet was not able to stop the partial desertions 

of the Right-Hand Cast from the place, and was obliged, by 
conciliatory: means, to pay attention to their prejudices, that he 

might preserve useful inhabitants, on whom the trade and 
revenues depended. "sag 


= VOL. UL TEY AP | . ki $ With 
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CHAPIN. © ‘With ‘dangers, therefore, from external enemies, and from 
PVF 4 > ie <2 be . : > 
1707-8. internal disputes, it required energy and wisdom, to preserve the 


—and fi 
Ton Hi Settlement, at a time when the trade of the port was exposed 


T to the depredations of the Arab pirates, who, in this, and the 
preceding season, had taken ships and goods belonging to the 
Madras merchants, to the value of two lacks of pagodas. These 
events prepare us for the inference which President Pitt drew 
from them, or that, since the Mogul’s death, there appeared only 
_ plundering parties from the different armies, and that it had 
been impracticable to carry on inland trade, or collect invest- 
ments ; and not less so, from the great strength of the Arab 
cruisers, to maintain a trade at. sea, as the country vessels did 
notda re to leave their ports. 

Having given this view of the political and commercial 


a circumstances of the Coast of Coromandel, it is surprising to 
7 A find, that any means could have been devised, for providing 
Bs pi an investment; and yet it appears, that a contract had been 
: made at Fort St. Davyid’s, for Coast goods, to the amount of 


eighty thousand pagodas, with discretionary powers to increase the 
purchases to thirty or forty thousand pagodas more, if the goods 
could ‘be procured. “These contracts, however, are rather to be 
viewed a: as measures for preser ving the trade, by keeping up the 


demand on the industry of the Natives, than as obligations 


which, Rom their character, they would fulfill, “ When the 


Gi Europeans,” President Pitt observed, “ first settled in India, 


T E me baa— Fil i2 3 a .4G5 
O a they were mightily admired by the Natives, believing they 


cae ot 33>) anhoes $ 
Kere as innocent as themselves; but since, by their example, 


« they 
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they are grown very crafty and cautious, and no people better CHAP. 111. 
understand their own interest, so that it was easier to effect 1707-8. 
that in one year, which you sha’nt do now in a century, 
and the more obliging your management, the more jealous they 


are of you.” 


The resources: for the investments, under all these circum- The revenues 


of Madras de- 
stances, were, therefore, chiefly to be expected from England, pe pressediby 


these events, 
cause the revenues had been affected by the stagnation: of trade; 2ndbya stag- 


‘and none could be drawn from Vizagapatam, as it was a place trades x 
rented of the Nabob,. while those of Madras: were diminished by 
the vicinity of St. Thomé, which it would be expedient to rent or 
purchase, (whatever it might cost,) to remove neighbours, ready 
to take advantage ofthe prejudices, or the interests of the Natives. 
The resources, this season,. were also affected, by the large Measures 


of President 
payment required from the United Company, to liquidate the Pitt, to wind 


up the sepa- 
rate interests - 


of the Lon- 
had been’ retarded, by the obstinacy and. ignorance of the don Compa- 


ny; 
Council, though President Pitt determined, against all op- 


claims of the London and English Companies ; payments which 


position, to bring these separate concerns. to a close:—he, 
therefore, submitted, that men should be appointed, qualified to 
act as Members of Council’; ‘ for though there were two Chairs 
< then vacant in Councill, they were just as useful, as the 
s< persons who lately filled them.” Under these difficulties, he, 
however, had dispatched the ship Duchess to England, with an 


investment, estimated at 95,410 pagodas 


On the separate affairs of the London. Company, Pr esident —and of the 


ety English 
ie reported, that he had recovered 5,100 pagodas, ‘due. to Com pany 


4P2 them 
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CHAP. II. them’ by the Native Merchants, and had demanded, and rez 

1707-8. ceived from the United Company, the sum of 23,977 pagodas, 

due, by them, to the London Company, which he had remitted to 

Bengal, and made applicable to the payment of their debts at 

that Presidency, amounting to 164,449 rupees ;—that he had 

sent home goods, on their’ separate account, to the value of 

| 7.782 pagodas ; and that there were still due to them, from the 

Native Merchants, about twenty thousand pagodas, of which 

he had received three thousand, and was in expectation of 

recovering five thousand more, but that the remainder must be 
inevitably lost. | i 

On the separate’ affairs of the English Company, President 

Pitt reported, that he had endeavoured to put off the claims of 

the Native Merchants, who were very clamorous for payment, ’till 

the arrival of the next shipping, it being impossible to take up 


money at interest on the English Company’s credit; and, there- 


fore, though he had received all their accounts, relative to Ma- 


sulipatam and Madapollam, it would be expedient for them 


to send money, or English broad-cloth, to pay off their debts on 


the Coast of Coromandel. 


pa 
Wi e en | ee aaa 


It would still appear, even in this season, that the Agent 
and Council at Bencooren had continued to rely for re- 
sources, as well as protection, on the Presidency of Fort St. 
George; for they drew, in this year, bills on the Fort, to the 
amount of 54,730 dollars, which, on account of winding up 

the general interests on the Coromandel Coast, had been re- 
‘turned protested ; but a vessel had been sent with saltpetre and 
l bale 
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Vor 
bale goods, to obtain ia; return of; pepper. from that, settle- CHAP. 11. 


NAT 


ment, and twenty-four Topasses, -as xas reinforcement: to, the . 3707- 8. 

aF 
garrison. President Pitt, in concluding, this «subject, expressed g 
his apprehensions, that Bencoolen wasin a perilous situation, 


and wished it might not meet the fate of Banjar-Massin, which 
will be described in the sequel. ®©. 


The Bencax Provinces, at this juncture, were neither ex- Report of the 


United 

Council at 

. : ; Calcutta, on 
Mogul armies, because the countries between the seat of Empire, the politcal 
situation o 

and the Ganges, acknowledged the sovereignty of Bahader Shah. the Bengal 
rovinces, 

From the Company’s records it appears, that: though the right wbich ac- 
owledge 

of this sovereign was acknowledged in the Central provinces, BabaderShak 


as Mogul. 
the Europeans doubted of the permanency of his power, for 
they suspended the giving of bribes to his officers, for grants 


of trade, and did not place any reliance on their protection. of 
the Out-factories. 


posed to invasions by the Mahrattas, nor to the movements of the 


The United Council, therefore, adopted measures of pre- 
caution, only ; for they withdrew the Factories from Cossimbuzar, 
and from Patna, and ordered all the English down to Calcutta, 
that neither the Company’s servants, nor their property, might 

-p be exposed to the depredations which always attend civil com- 


motions, 


(1)—Letters from President Pitt and Council at Fort St. George to the Court of Ma- 
nagers of the United Company, 10th October, 22d December 1707, and 22d January 1707-8. 


n Letters from President Pitt to the Court of the London Company, 6th December 
1707, and 22d January 1707-8.—— Letters from President Pitt, Mr. Fraser, and Mr. Ra- 
=f worth, to the Court of the English Company, Gth and 19th December, 13th and 22d i 
| January 1707-8. 
= 
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ae CIPEAN motions. , On this occasion, therefore, they deemed it prudent 


Ge to. withhold | the thirty thousand rupees, which they had 


i 


promised the Duan for his ‘ Sunnud,” till such time as 


" the Government should be settled, when they would, according 


to cir cumstances, take the best method in their power to obtain 


qoa - grants, or Phirmaunds, from the new Sovereign.. 


l The only change which appears to. have been made, at 
this « crisis, was, that the Duan, with whom the United Council 
had been negotiating for a “ Sunnud,” was raised, by the new 
Emperor, to the rank of Nabob of Orixa. This event rendered 


precaution still more necessary, till it should be ascertained, who 


- was the person who might succeed him as. Duan, or what views 


this new officer might have, in protecting, or in oppressing, the 
European Companies : —in the mean time, as the authority of 
Bahader Shah seemed to be acknowledged, the United Council 
(as mentioned in the Madras transactions) sent a specimen of 
the new Emperor’s rupees to Madras, with a recommendation, 
that the silver coined there, for the Factories in Bengal, might 
resemble it, and not give offence to the Native Officers, adminis- 
tering the government in the name of Bahader Shah. Under 
such circumstances, the United Council submitted to the Court 
-of Managers, the necessity of strengthening the works at Fort 


William, to protect the encreasing inhabitants of Calcutta, and 


‘that a supply of fifty pieces of brass cannon would be required 


“for this service. 


It was at this crisis, that the United Council recommended 


to the Court of Managers, the project of bringing Lahore indigo 


to 
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to Bengal, as a safer and cheaper transit, than sending it to CHAP.IIL, 


Surat; and informed them, that they had dispatched, for Eu- 17 07 -8, 
trade in Ben- 
rope, the ship Rochester, 


with an investment estimated at ee 
60,110 rupees. 


On the separate affairs of the London Company, the Conk. — of the 


t 5 
cil next reported, that they had shipped, on their account, on dees ofe 


LondonCom- 
the St. George, g goods to the amount of 54,300 rupees ; and on pany. 


the Rochester, 35,800 rupees; and that there would remain: 


thirty-eight thousand rupees, to clear off, in part, their remain- 
ing debts in Bengal. l 
On the separate affairs of the English Company, the Coun- = of the 


' EnglishCom< 
cil reported, that Sir Edward Littleton died on the 24th October PY: 


1707, and that an inventory had been taken of his estate, in 
money and goods, which amounted only to 11,354 rupees, but 
that he was indebted to them, in the sum of 227,572 rupees ;— 
that they had received all the money due by the United Trade to 
the English Company, amounting to 43,302 rupees, which they 
would invest in fine Bengal goods, and send them on the next 
ships. © 
The favourable accounts which had been received, in the EnglishCom- 


pany's ser- 
preceding season, from Baxsar-Massın in Borneo, like those, vants expel- 


ed from Bor- 
in a former year, from Pulo-Condore, were the prelude, only, to neo, at the 


instigation of 
similar the Chinese. 


(1)—Letters from the United Council in Bengal to the Court of Managers, 13th 
October, 24th December 1707,and 26th January1707-8.—— Letters from theSeparate Coun- 
cil of the London Company in Bengal to their Court of Committees, 2d January 1707- 8. 
— Letters from the Separate Council of the English Company to their Court of Directors, 
17th December 1707. 
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CHAP. III. ‘similar disasters, with those which that Island had ‘experienced ;— 


1707 8. 


The charac- 
ters of the 
Interlopers 
employed by 
the English 


The Natives suddenly attacked the English Settlement, on the 


27th June 1707, and though they were, at first, beat off, the 


loss of the English, in killed, was so great, that it was with 
difficulty the survivors escaped on board the ships, and, from 
the death of Agent Barré, which left them without a superior, 
it was resolved to abandon the place:—the Company’s trea- 
sure on board the ships was saved, but the loss on shore was ` 
estimated at fifty thousand dollars. 

Mr. Cunningham, one of the Company’s servants, who 
had escaped the massacre at Pulo-Condore, and had, for some 
time, been prisoner in Cochin China, from which he had- 
proceeded to Batavia, and thence to Banjar-Massin, to 
take charge of that Settlement, ascribed the sudden attack 
of the “ Banjareens’’ to the instigation of the Chinese, who, 
jealous of the proportion of the trade in pepper which the Eng- 
lish had acquired, foresaw that their fortifications would enable 
them to overawe the inhabitants, and, therefore, persuaded them 
to expel their rival, and, in this manner, put a period to the 
projects of intermediate stations, for facilitating the exchanges of 
European and Chinese produce. © 

It is memorable, at the close of the Annals of the two 
Companies, that all the projects of the English Company, in 
titis and in China, terminated in disasters and losses, from 


i £m ‘wits ti F À , j the 


i 
at FISS 


a —Letters from Mr. Conningham to the Court of Directors of the English Com- 
pany, “oth April ‘and 26th July 1707.—— Letters from the late Council at Banjar-Massin 


to the Court, 24th July 1 707. 
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the intemperate proceedings of their Presideats, Sir Nicholas CHar. HL 


Waite, Consul Pitt, and Sir Edward Littleton; but, if it be 170; 
recollected, th Compa 


at the persons appointed to establish and manage the ee of ` 


> 


5 ` all their mis- 
their affairs, were either Interlopers, or servants of the London: fortunes, 


Company, who had been dismissed for breach of trust, we 
discover, in the character of the English Companys Con- 
suls and Presidents, full evidence of the causes which oven 
their affairs, and of the misfortunes of Sir William Norris, .who 
was first deceived, and, subsequently, fell a sacrifice to. the jea- 
lousy and revenge of Sir Nicholas Waite, ‘and Consul Pitt. 
Among the domestic measures of this interesting season, we 
have observed the preference given by the Court of Directors of 
the English Company, to bring home the remains of their proper- 


ty, at their ill-fated Settlement at Borneo, on a ship belonging. 


to the Separate Stock, expressly hired for this service ;. and it 
has occurred, in the Annals of almost every year, that on the 
small fund of 423,000, which originally belonged to the Proprie- . 
tors of the General Society, who refused to become Members,: 
or Adventurers, of the English Company, that equipments 
had been fitted out, and trade carried on, if not as a distinct _ 
Company, at least as Adventurers, independent either of the) 
English, or of the London Companies ; and that this concern 
was allowed to remain as such, for three years, under the Act of - 
Parliament, the 6th Queen Anne, cap. 17. It is difficult to 
account, on any other principle but the opposition and animosity 
of the two Companies, for the toleration of this trade, and for 
their not having made applications to have it suppressed, after 
VOL. ILI. 4Q the 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


eat e 5 


ais Se A ET ea T A Pg a ee i oe ee 
P x ~ - + ali mana EÀ P <r à z as EAs 


666 


cin > NPAT AEREA.. TNE SEP E 
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CHAP. III. the Deed of Union, in 1702:—in the progress, however, of 
1707 -8. their affairs, we find, that the ships of this Separate Stock fre- 


quently became not only the means, by which the property of 
the servants of both Companies found its way to Britain, 
but on which their servants, who had incurred their dis- 
pleasure, preferred embarking themselves and their effects, 
rather than on foreign yessels, or the ships of either Com- 
- pany. It was on one of these separate trading vessels (the 
Scipio) that Sir William Norris, after his unfortunate Embassy, 


embarked for Europe, instead of taking his passage on the ships 


_ of the English Company, which had originally employed him, :—. 


and, in this season, we find, from the Company’s records, three 
of these Separate Stock ships, the Great and Little London, 
and the Windsor, at the port of Gombroon, with goods from 
various parts of India, taking in investments of Persian goods 
for India, and for England ; and the same number of these ships, 
freighted by the inhabitants of Madras, for Bengal, Surat, 
and Persia ;—facts which sufficiently refute the opinion, that 
the traders on the Separate Stock did not exist, or that this 
stock was merged in the greater concerns of the London and 


English Companies, which terminated in their Union. ®© 


AIT ath By, TE i ols l The 


wit gout 


X i ris 
*9 Bilt 


(1) — Letter from the Agent and Council at Ispahan to the Court of the London Com- 
pany, 25th July 1707,—— Letters from the President and Council at Fort St. George to 
the Court of Managers 10th October and 22d December 1707. 
q0 2b fie widT— i , 

A: eiD i yume obs 
singi ; 


- 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


(ore et or aa 


S 


SI | | 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY 


887 
CHAP. 


w y, 
i | : 1707-8. 


The Annals of this interesting season having explained the Substance of 
Z h x the Award of 
sources of the Act of Parliament, which constituted the Lord the Earl of 


Á ; : . ite Godolphin, 
Treasurer Godolphin, Arbiter of the rights and privileges of the which com- 


3 ` s r pleted the 
London and English Companies, and empowered him to examine Union of the 


London and 
and ascertain the reciprocal credits and debts of both, that the EnglistiCom- 


: ‘ panies, and 
Union might be perfected under the authority of the Legis- established 


Tue Uniten 
lature, and the domestic proceedings of the Court of Comrany oF 


MERCHANTS 
Managers, and of the two separate Courts, having disco- °° ENGENI 


TRADING TO 
vered their full acquiescence in this arrangement, “we are er oe 
prepared to detail, in the provisions of this Award, one of the 
most wise and solid legal decisions, to be found in the political 
or commercial history of the realm. . ib 

The Award of Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Trea- 
surer of Great Britain, dated the 29th September 1708, was 
introduced with a recapitulation of the powers with which his 
Lordship had been vested by the Act (the 6th of the Queen, 
cap. 17) by which he was appointed Arbiter, in all matters 
between the London and English Companies, and the United 
Company, and that his Award should be held as final and de- 
cislve. ty 5 an ¥ 

Having heard all the parties, by counsel, on, their TC- 
spective rights, he decided as follows :—That all debts or 
money due to the Old, or London Company, in India, China, ` 


4Q 2° Persia, 
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“oHAP. iT. ‘Persia, St. Helena, &e., and also'all debts due’ to the English 
O 07-8. Company, in India, China, &c., and the separate goods, 
_wares, ‘and merchandize of both Companies, loaded ‘on'’ships 
‘in India, and which might not arrive in the river Thames, before 
the lst September 1708, should become the stock or property 
of the United Company ;—that the London Company should 
transfer to the Queen, by Indenture, under their Common’ Seal, 
all their foreign debts, or debts due to them in India, before the 
31st October 1708, to the intent, that the Queen might regrant 
the same, within ten days after that date, to the United Com- 
pany ;—that after such regrant, or transfer, by the Qticen, 
the United Company should be liable to pay the separate’ debts, 
: both of the London and English Companies, in India, that is, 
in all countries within the limits of their Charter. 
The Award then proceeded to ascertain the debts d ue by the 
- London and English Companies, on their separate accounts, in 
India, and decided the manner in which they were to be liqui- 
dated, that the whole concern might pass clear into the hands of 
the United Com pany. : 
The Award found, that the estate and effects of the Lonpon 
Company would not be sufficient to pay their for eign debts, or 
8 debts i in India, to whiċh debts the United Company would be- 
come liable, from the date of this Award; and, therefore, 
„decreed, that the London Company ‘should pay by instalments, 
a the United Company, the sum of 96,615. 4s. 9d. 
! “The Award farther found , that the estate and effects of the 
is Company, in India, would exceed their separate ‘debts, 
| — and 
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Mur 
Jand, therefore, decreed, that the United Company should pay © I, 
the sum of 466,005. 4s. 2d. to the Directors of the English . Roe 


2 Company, for the use of their respective members ; but 
that the debt due by Sir Edward Littleton, in Bengal, 
amounting to 80,437 rupees, 8 annas, was still to remain 

2 to the English Company, on their additional stock, and not 


to be added to the United Stock, 
Indies. . 


ma 


as a debt , in the East- 


The Award then proceeded to ascertain the debts of the 
London and English Companies, on their separate accounts, in 
Great-Britain, and, in. general, decreed, that all those. debts 


should, be paid and discharged, by both Companies before the 
Ist March 1708-9. Te | 
> The Award then found, that the London Company. were in- 
debted to a large amount in Great-Britain, , and, therefore, em- 
powered them to call on their Adyenturers,, or Proprietors, to 
raise £100,000, before the 1st December 1708, and £100 ,000, 
before the Ist February 1708-9, and such farther sum, before 
the Ist March 1708-9, as would be sufficient to clear off all their 
home debts; and then, taking into view the sum which] bad been 
i advanced by the London Company, at the Union , to equalize tl the 
stock of the two Companies, (or what. was termed the Seventy 
per cent. additional stock,) decided, that hen the Lond don (eae 


5U J009 


pany: should have raised the, first £100 000, the United Company . 
should repay to them. one-third of the said Money, or additonal E 
stock, advanced. by them at. the Union, for carrying, on ‘the 
| United Trade; and when, they should have taised the e second | 


“£100, 000, 
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CHAP. III. 2£100,000, another one-third part of the said additional stock 


170% 


-8. should, in like manner, be repaid ; and when they should have 
raised a sum sufficient to defray all their debts in Great-Britain, 
the remainder of the said additional stock should be repaid, 
with the exception of £70,000, which was to be reserved, as 
a security, or penalty, that the London Company would surren- 
der all their Charters to the Queen, on or before the 25th March 
1709, which sum, on their failing to make such Surrender, was 
to be forfeited to the United Company, excluding, however, all 
such Members of it, as might have been Members of the former 
London Company; but, in the event of such Surrender being 
made, on or before that day, this sum of £70,000, was to be 
vested in trustees, who were to be authorized to pay any re- 
maining debts of the London Company, that might, at that 
date, be left unpaid; and should any surplus remain, such 

surplus was to be distributed among the Members of the Lon- 
don Company. — 

The Award farther decided, that the London Company, if 
they should think fit, before the day specified for the Surrender 
of their Charter, might assign to the Queen, such. debts owing 
to them, in Great-Britain, as they might not be able to get in, 
before that date, to the end that the same might be afterwards 
re-granted to trustees, for their benefit ;—and, lastly, it decided, 
that the London Company should transfer, before the 19th 
March 1708-9, to their separate Members, all such stock, in 
the proportion of their respective shares, as the said London 
Company might have in the stock of the United Company, and 

| - that 
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that the Members having right to it, should be admited to all the CHAP: HF: 
privileges of Members of the United Company. iad 1707 -8. 


This Award, proceeding on the authority of the Act of 
Parliament, was to be confirmed, in all its parts, by a Decree of 
the High Court of Chancery.” 


The following interesting authenticated document, signed This Award 


} explained, by 
by the Company’s General Accomptant, and his Deputy, dated a0 anthenti 
7 cated account 

the 29th September 1708, will afford the best illustration.of the of fue ACs 
and credits 0 

preceding Award. the London 


Company. 
eye E 


(1)—Lord Godolphin’s Award, dated 29th September 1708. (Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 345.) 
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On the basis of this Award, and of the account subjoined to CHAP Tir., 


673 


it, the Court of Committees of the London Company, and of, 1767 28. 


Directors of the English: Company, closed their separate con- 


cerns, with the following circular letter to all their Presidencies, 


Settlements, and Factories, in India. 


“ To all and every persons whatsoever, that have been 
employed im the service of the Governor and. Company 


Merchants of London trading to the East-Indies, the English 


Fort William, &c. &c.) 
ce Ss, -— 


Company trading to the East-Indies, at Fort St. George, and 


the East- 
elsewhere on the Coromandel Coast, &c. Gomba Surat, Indies, 


Final instruc- 
tions of the 
“Court of 
‚Committees 
of the Lon- 
don Com- 
pany and of 
the Directors 
of the Eng- 


of lish Com- 


pany, to their 

respective 
residencies 

Pi Factories 


« This serves to inform you, that in the Act of 


A 


Parliament past last Session, for making a further loan of 


-£4,200,000 to the Government, which-Act went to all parts - 


of India, by the last shipping, there was a clause empower- 
ing the Most Honorable Sidney, Earl of Godolphin, Lord 
High Treasurer of Great-Britain, to settle, by his Lordship’s 


Award, the terms of a perfect, speedy, and complete Union 


“between the two Companies ; in pursuance of which, his Lord- 


ship has made and published his Award, and thereby directed 
that all the effects of the Old and New Company, in all places 


‘whatsoever, within the limits of their Charter, or elsewhere 


that were not imported into England, by the Lst of September ~ 
last, should be made over and vested in the United Company; 
and that the Old Company should assign unto Her Majesty, i 
by Indenture, under their Common Seal, to be enrolled in = 

VOL. ‘IL. ARGS S Chancery, 
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2 Chancery, all monies owing or answerable to them, beyond 
« the seas, to the end Her Majesty may be pleased to grant the 
“« same to the United Company, which has been accordingly 
“« complied with; and the New Company are likewise directed, 
* that all the debts owing them, on account of their shares, 
« shall be vested in them, for the benefit of the United Com- 
« pany, which will be taken care of in like manner; and the 
« United Company are to pay all such debts in the East-Indies, 
“ as shall appear to be justly due from either Company, so 
c that, from the 29th September last, the date of the said 
« Award, neither the Old or the New Company, on their sepa- 
** rate accounts, have any thing farther to do, or to be at any 
* further charge, in the East-Indies, Persia, China, St. Helena, 
“ or elsewhere, beyond the seas, on any account whatsoever, 
“& as we, on our parts, now do, by these presents, write to you, 
“ and all other our Settlements ; and so the New (Old) Com- 
‘“ pany do and will, on theirs, inform, in like manner, all their 
“ servants employed on their separate affairs ; being the result of 
“ the Award, as to what concerns India, we hereby direct, that 
“ you, on receipt hereof, or so soon after as the first conveniency 
“© will allow you, do give in an account of all debts and demands 
‘© whatsoever, owing or due to us, or upon our account, and 
« make the same over to the United Councill, for the account of 
“ the United Trade; and that you do also deliver to the said 
“ Council, all our books of accounts, as well the general books, 


« as those kept by any inferiors, whether the warehouse-keepers, 


«« warehouses, store-keepers, pay-masters, mint-masters, charges 


ce , < 
generail, 
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generall, or any other books, which contain any accounts of CHAP. II. 
disbursements, receipts, or payments of our money, or goods, 17 07-8. 
of what nature soever, and also all consultation books, regis- t 
ters of letters received or sent, and all originall Phirmaunds, 
or other grants from the Country Princes or Goyernours, and 
the copys thereof, if you have any, and all other books, 
papers, and writings whatsoever, any way belonging to us, to 
the end recourse may be had thereto by the United Council, on 
all future occasions ; and that all the goods and effects, what- 
‘< soever, of ours, be delivered to the said Councill, for the 
‘* benefit of the United Company, and do you draw out a list of 
« the said particulars, so delivered into the United Council, and 
‘ acquaint them, that it is desired they will give a receipt for 
« the same, according to that list, and send three of the same 
« tenour, by the shipping, to the United Company, entering also 
c the same into their consultation book, at the time when they 
‘¢ gave the said receipt. 
« Send likewise a list of all that is...... to or from us, 
s within your Presidency. 
se We are your loving friends, 
s (Signed by the Committees and Directors of 
« the London and English Companies.) 
< Bast-India House, January 28, 1708-9.” © 
The subsequent proceedings, required to fulfill the stipula- Supplemen- 


A 


t tary Deeds, 
tions in Lord Godolphin’s Award, though they occurred in the se come 
4R2 latter Union. 


(1)—General Letters from the Courts of the London and English Companies, to all 


their Presidencies, Factories, and Settlements, in India, dated 28th January 1708-9. 
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latter part of this, and in the subsequent year, being: measures 
which were necessary to complete the Union, and not forming 
any part of the transactions of the United Company, either in 
Britain, or in the East-Indies, require to be brought into view, 
at the conclusion of this important event, which distinguishes 
the two great Ipochas of the dneient, and of the Modern 
History of the East-India Company. l 

One of the provisions in Lord Godolphin’s Award was, that 
the London Company should, by Assignment to the Queen, make 
over to Her Majesty, all debts due to them, in Great Britain, 
that Her Majesty might re-assign the same to trustees, for their 
benefit :—this Assignment was made by the London Company 
to the Queen, on the 21st March 1708-9, by a Deed, under their 
Common Seal.(- 

A second condition in Lord Godolphin’s Award was, that 
the London Company should, under a penalty of £70,000, 
surrender to the Queen, all their Charters, rights, and capacities, 
as a body politic and corporate, as ‘* the Governor and Com- 
« pany of Merchants of London trading to the East-Indies, by 
‘“ virtue of any Charters, Acts of Parliament, or Letters 
« Patent; which Surrender was accordingly made, on the 
22d March 1708-9, by Deed, under their Common Seal, 
enrolled in Chancery, and accepted by Her Majesty, by Letters 
Patent, dated the 7th May 1709. $ 


K 


This 


(1)—Deed of Assignment from the London Company to Queen Anne of the Debts 

due to them in Great Britain, 21st March 1708-9. (MSS. in Indian Register Office.) 
(2) —Deed of Surrender from the London Company to Queen Anne, of all their Charters 
i and 


~ CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 
- 


EBAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


This uae is illustrated p marong aii ae 


render of the Charters of the London Company, dated 7th May ae 
tion of Charters, page 365.) ae aes 


‘ bie 


nd 


ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE 


ee 


« UOStAS Snojtiod e qons ye Limes 
OU Atta poa Lays adatjaq op wg IVY} 107 dduAay Woy 
syoog Aue Sulari jou dwog Oy} wa 3q} Jo ow ayy 


iat 


LN I OLIN ET a Sea 
"e e a aaa 


- eS ee PE A 


. 2? 
pue 989T AvoA ota uəaməq Arqwuog ye DAM gey} suosiad ,é ‘ 
]®lsAaas 07 OLIT]]eS 107 sı 000‘¢9? Wns yl JO “Surpuris suog 23 a 
z Jo Sutaq “[I"qnop pouoyoaa st “po sey “BSS cg? ‘SIPI 4, 2 
MOWRY JO əpye əsoqe əy} Jo WUL—unpuviowazy 5, 5 
‘6-80L1 YOWN pzz ‘uopuory ,, s 
[s 
b G 950081 & ss » $ 990'0¢] F 5) A 
m. Tel 
gsi 
6 L 686 > = - = = Papurwop yA ,, `: 8 
Jou ‘sasiryo pue ‘oouryoxa JO SHQ OL 5, 2 
O O 9ps “~~ 3 o o 10} paqunoo ,, E 
“OR 310JƏq Jou ‘goLI Adog oy ‘Arepes ,, E 
€ 0 Er6‘9 aouring sg p TOS suos.iad Jesaaas 07 onp Pega 10} OG OF, 5, & ) 
L S ettesr PA M e o esoy də aq 0} ‘tIpuy ur ysra ,, g | 
7? Se sd Wo AP our pred Aauow pur DOY ,, = 
6 SI OLPs T > = &ep siya Surueuraz qs? Ag ,, as aiqeded ‘soneyjes SIRA JO oto voy, ,, = ‘ 
669°¢ = - - = əpurwap ya jou @ j 
€ - `- * pes 
O O 9g11‘%Es 73u39 19d çg uo onp fəuow Ag ” “4903s əy} uo eo tia ene Oy, 9 £ l 
9 IT 96L © T = purBug ur siqap pooS 4g » {| ' © shee c S tor anos PPEN eand ur pos ,, z 
€ = Y t v 
O O oosss — st"auad qəd $8 3 panjes ‘319038 000837 Âg ,, T vcore SP008 toy ‘suosiad Te19A9s pue QSO OL 5, 5 ; 
; 3 E G = Wns 340r oq] UO YUL OT, SON 
0 o 0000h = -= S 2 „duop puun A? ,, or A . qr 3q} VUI L 2 Z AO 
WOlJ ONP “3099 sad OL, Jo Puru əy} íq gr EEOC nee, ee Tag dwog ,, Foe A 
Ta E ! » 5 Oq} uo Sumo “puns o) aur qe t oL SONA 
19 p F A ` On eee 
a lq : 9 E 
< “JUMI JWuwooow 1} $ C2 
SUICNY-Lsw ay əy} 0} 3 eat” $ i i) 
: Upea} NOGNo O SINVHOUNT o On oso ae TA 
TA TEJ W Jo xnvanop pur HONUTAOH oy, 5, pea ie 
(= ies) ry ET aan } DANY ‘ 
a) ie 
a(S à 
TJN 
O'm 


BAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


Se 


679 


A third provision in the Award of Lord Godolphin was, that CHAP. 111. 


See 


the London Company should, before the 31st October 1708, J 07-8, 
transfer and assign to the Queen, all their foreign debts, or 
debts in the East-Indies, to the intent that the same should be 


regranted to the United Company; and the London: Company 
having, by Indenture, dated 27th October 1708, made such As- 
signment, the Queen, by Letters Patent, dated the 22d April 


1709, signified her acceptance of this Assignment, and trans- 


ferred and assigned to the United Company. of Merchants of 


England trading to the East-Indies, all the debts or sums of 


money owing to the London-Company, on their separate account, 


in the East-Indies, and granted them powers to sue for,. and re- 


cover them by Exchequer process. 


In consequence of these Deeds, when the whole of the 


debts due by and to the London Company, in Great-Britain, 


were adjusted, to the time of the surrender of their Charters, 


the Queen, by Letters Patent, dated the 15th August 1710, 


re-assigned to Sir Jonathan Andrews, and other trustees, any such 


debts that might be subsequently recovered on their account, 


to be divided among the former Members of the London Com- 


; : : : 9 
pany, in proportion to their respective shares or interest. 


If 


(1)—Letters Patent assigning to the United Company all foreign debts due to the London 


Company, 22d April 1709. 


(2)—Letters Patent re-assigning to Sir Jonathan Andrews and others, in trast, any Debts 


in Great Britain due to the London Company, dited 15th August 1710. (Printed Collection 


of Charters, Appendix, p. 10.) 
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\ 
mer ey If the results from the Annals of the two first periods of 


a eae z East-Indian affairs afforded a connected view of the sources of 
m e - 


ceding detail the rights and privileges of the London East-India Com pany, and 
of events, as- 7 reel 


pecan: of the vicissitudes to which they had been exposed, at home and 


ny’s rights abroad, in the exercise of them, the events which occurred 
from the Re- 2 2 


vouton; , from the Revolution, to the Union of the London and English 


1688-89, í 

ne pach of Bast-India Companies, will authorize a similar series of infer- 

le ae ences, to the period when the United Company of Merchants | 
Companies, : : . . 

in iozs. Of England trading to the East-Indies were vested with those 


rights and privileges, which they still continue to enjoy. 


Z.— From the preceding review of events it appears ;—That 
if the commercial caution of the London East-India Company, 
during the æra of the Revolution (1688) corresponded with 
their character, as merchants, accustomed only to estimate their 
particular rights and their trade, it exposed them to more serious 
attacks-than those made on their predecessors; and, in general, 
to the accusation of enjoying an odious monopoly, instead of a 
regulated trade, without leaving them those defences, by which 
their chartered rights, had formerly been preserved :—that this 
accusation was blended with the legal question, whether privi- 

leges, proceeding on a grant from the Crown, were valid, 


without the authority of an Act of Parliament, to enforce the a 
observance 
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observance of them, and legal opinions were given against the CHAP. īm. 
ʻ— 


. ax 
Company, or that their regulated trade could not proceed, but RESULTS. 


on the basis of an Act of the Legislature to sanction it. 


IT.—Yhat when this question, and the legal opinions on it, 
were promulgated among the mercantile public, a new field was 
opened to the speculations of the Private Traders or Interlopers ; 
for, in addition to the three descriptions of this class of Private 
Traders (or that of Individuals or Associated Adventurers, 
attempting a direct trade between England, and ports within 
the London Company’s limits, not resorted to by them ; that 
of Adventurers, acting under fraudulent connexions with their 
servants; and that of Adventurers, attempting trade to 
India, on British capital, from foreign ports), a fourth 
description now appeared, or that of Private Traders, who 
taking advantage of the opinion, respecting the legal source of 
privileges, were bringing forward applications to Parliament, to 
obtain an Act for creating a new East-India Company, in 
exclusion of that, which, for nearly one hundred years, had 
rested on the only source of privileges then known in the realm, 
and who, under great risks and heavy expences, before unknown, 
had opened and preserved the commercial relations between 


Great-Britain and the East-Indies. 


III.—That besides the encouragement to speculators, 
availing themselves of the public opinions on the Constitution 
and Law of the Realm, recourse was had to the analogy of the 

VOL. IJI. 4 S Dutch 
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CHAP.III. Dutch East-India Companies, which were divided into different 
RESULTS. Chambers, all carrying on the East-India trade, by authority of 
the States General; and as each of these Chambers had been 
prosperous, it was inferred, that the experiment ought to be made, 
of establishing more than one Association, for carrying on the 
trade to the East-Indies, on separate and distinct principles ; and 
that this plan would tend to the encrease of the navigation, and of 
the commerce of the kingdom :—This analogy was, however, soon 
overset, when, on enquiry, it was found, that the Constitutions of 
the Dutch and English East-India Companies were different ; 
the one, being connected with the Constitution of the States 
General, the other, a distinct commercial corporation, only, 
which neither could have such connexion, nor any pretensions 
beyond looking for protection, from the established Government 
. of their Country, and which, for ten successive years, had been 
making ineffectual applications to Parliament, for an Act, upon 
which to rest all their chartered rights and privileges, that they 
might resist speculators, who sought to subvert them, without 
being supported, either by the credit, or by the experience which 


| 
| 


ee OSS 


they possessed. 


IV.—That, from the Accession of King William, till the 

Treaty of Ryswick, in 1697, and while their opponents in Eng- 

land were only forming their plans, the London Company had 
been exposed, at home, to heavy charges in their equipments, 

= and in the provision of their cargoes, from the rise of prices 
incident to war :—that they had experienced heavy losses by the 
i í capture 


a: a 
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capture of their shipping, which losses had tended to lower their CHAP. UL 


e, . . . . 
credit, and, in many instances, to lessen the reliance of their REsULīTS. 


own Proprietors, on the stability of the concern :—that, abroad, 
they had, at the same time, been exposed to heavier losses, 
by the oppressions of the Native Powers seeking compensa- 
tions from them, for the captures made of their vessels by 
Interlopers, who had become pirates, or associated with pirates, 
professedly such, fitted out in America and the West-Indies, 
and. sailing under British colours; and that, from the state 
of the war in Europe, the Company neither possessed the 
means of fitting out fleets to extirpate the pirates, nor could 
obtain a squadron of King’s ships for this service, and, thus, 
to the eyils arising from domestic speculation, they had to 
experience those originating in foreign weakness; and, in fact, 
that though the Peace of Ryswick had been concluded, to 
balance, indeed, the Powers of Europe, it left the East-India 
Company, without proyision being made to define the relative 


rights of their European rivals, or enemies, in the East-Indies. 


V.—That after the Treaty of Ryswick was concluded, 
and the expences of the war were to be provided for, the 
London Company trusted the Legislature would have lei- 
sure to listen to their repeated applications, for an Act to 
confirm their Charter, and to give powers to the Crown 
to extend their privileges, as well as to afford them military 
and naval aids, to re-establish the British character at the 
principal seats of trade within their limits, particularly on 

48 2 the 
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CHAP. III. the East and West Coasts, and in the centre of Hindostan ; in- 
RESULTS stead, however, of having those reasonable expectations fulfilled, 


or the large sum which they offered to advance to the State ac- 
cepted, a larger sum was offered, by an Association of Private 
Traders, who obtained, in return, the Act of 1698, establishing 
the General Society, as the legalized rival of the London East- 
India Company :—and thus, instead of relief, the natural reward 
of commercial, as well as of political services, the habitual oppo- 
nents of the rights and trade of the London Company were 
established as a new Association, to whom, at a short distance 
of time, were to be transferred those Factories, and that trade, 
which the enterprize and industry of a century had created, and 
which the experience of that century, alone, could preserve, or 


maintain. 


V1I.—That the principle upon which the General Society 
approached Parliament, though it participated, in character, 
with those of each of the classes of Interlopers which have 
been described, was more specious, and, therefore, more 
popular than any of them; or, that the trade to the East- 
Indies would proceed on a stock of £2,000,000, and thus have 
all the advantages of the London Company’s credit: but as 
each individual Proprietor was to be allowed to carry on a 
separate trade, to the extent of his share in the stock, this 
principle, in fact, was that of an Open Trade ;—that this 


= apparent advantage was combined with the large sum of 


; = =Æ2,000,000, offered to be advanced for the public service, which 


x 
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induced Parliament to pass the Act for establishing the General Cuar.m. 


Society for Trade to the East-Indies-;—and that, in the short RESULTS. 


space of two days after the privileges of the London Company 
were overset, this General Society laid aside, with very incon- 
siderable exceptions, the practicability of individuals carrying 
on trade, each on his separate proportion of stock, and 
obtained from the King, a Charter, on the basis: of this Act of 
Parliament, for establishing the English Company, who were to 
carry on their trade on a Joint Stock, in the same manner, 


and under similar regulations,. as the London East-India: 


Company. 


VII.—That the London Company, in their own language, 
instead of sinking under this accumulation of evils, had re- 
course ‘“ with a true Roman Courage,” to the only effectual 
means of repelling them: they examined the strength of their 
opponent in stock, and purchased so large a proportion of it, 


as to be able to ascertain, and to counteract his projects ;—they 


increased their own funds by large subscriptions, and, on these,. 


added to their equipments, and to their exports and imports ;— 
they excluded this rival Association from their Factories and 


seats of trade, being real property, which they had either pur- 


‘chased with large sums, or privileges which they had obtained 


with larger ;—they placed their foreign Settlements under the 
controling power of a Governor General, with instructions 
(natural to merchants) to bear down on their rival in the market, 


by the magnitude of their European sales, and of their Indian 
purchases ; 
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purchases ; and not contented with these exertions, obviated, 
by equipments to the China Seas, his pretensions to com- 
merce in countries within their limits, which their hitherto 
heavy charges had not enabled them, but contingently, to 
visit ;—and, finally, selected such of their servants, as were most 
distinguished for probity and experience, to resist the pretensions 
of rivals, who had heen selected from the old Interlopers, to 
introduce a commerce, and to establish settlements, in ports 
already occupied, not only by the London Company, but by the 


Companies of the other European nations. 


VIIT—That the English Company, on the contrary, 
having triumphed over the London Company, in the warfare 
for rights, in England, anticipated a corresponding triumph in 
the East-Indies:—Instead of attempting any new commercial 
arrangements, they merely copied those which the London 
Company had practised, adding the powers of King’s Consul 
to that of President, in their three projected establishments 
at Surat, Masulipatam, and Hughly; and gave to the persons 
whom they had appointed to manage their concerns, as a general 
instruction, to depress the London Company’s trade and settle- 
ments, by representations to the Native Powers of their having 
been dissolved by the King, for their improper conduct :— 
that the servants of the English Company insinuated to these 
Powers, that the London Company were secretly connected 
with those pirates, whom they openly pretended to reprobate, 


ae © satisfied was the King of England of their improper 


proceedings, 


is 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


proceedings that he had sent a special Ambassador (Sir 
William Norris) to the Mogul, to solicit Phirmaunds, 
for the introduction of trade into all the countries within 
his dominions; and that the English Company were, in 
fact, the only instruments through whom an extensive com- 


merce could be established, between England and the East- 
Indies. 


IX.—That the effect of this impolitic establishment of two: 
rival Companies, in England, on the Presidencies and Factories 
of the London Company, in India, was, to abridge the commer- 
cial efforts of their servants, in the exercise of those rights and 
privileges which they had purchased, for valuable considerations, 
and were maintaining, at an annual great expence; to lower, 
by competition, the price of British produce in the Indian 
markets, and to raise the price of that Indian produce, which, 
hitherto had constituted their investments; to expose their 
servants, in such stations as had not heen fortified, to 
arbitrary imprisonment, and their property to seizure and 
confiscation ; and, finally, to owe their safety to the employ- 
ment which the Mogul and Hindoo armies found, the one, 
in preparing for a civil war for the Succession, when the 
death of Aurungzebe should vacate the Throne, the other, 


for resisting their Mogul masters, and to re-assert and recover 


their ancient independence. 


X,—That 
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ca 


X.—That the effect of these events, at home and abroad, 


RESULTS. on the English Company, was, that though they had borne 


London Company, but had nearly ruined the existence of the 


down, and triumphed over the London Company’s privileges, 
in England, by furnishing larger resources to the State, this 
superiority was neither calculated to introduce, nor to establish 
new seats of trade in India; for to the Native Powers, of 
every description, the distinction between the two Companies 
was unintelligible ; and though the Agents of the English Com- 
pany might be vested with, and assume higher rank, in Britain, 
than the Agents of the London Company had done, this 
rank could not be comprehended by the Native Powers and 
States, who could only form an opinion of the comparative 
merits of the competitors in trade, by the appearance of 
power which each possessed, or the magnitude of their pur- 
chases in the Indian markets :—that having had experience of 
the power of the London Company, in their fortified stations, 
and of the magnitude, as well as the probity of their dealings, 
they compared them with the prices for privileges which the 
servants of the English Company offered, and with the inferior 
goods, and stock, which they introduced into the markets ; and 
though, for a time, the Natives hesitated, from the application 
for greater privileges from the Mogul, by an Ambassador, yet 
the delays in obtaining the Phirmaunds, rendered them doubtful 
of the issue, while the absurd adherence to the forms of Eu- 
ropean diplomacy, by this Ambassador, terminated, not only 
the pretensions to superior authority in the English, over the 


trade 


a i etpiniie |): - N 
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trade of both, and must have had this effect, had the adminis- CHAP. 11, 


tration of Aurungzebe been as vigorous at the close, as it was at RESULTS. 


the commencement of his reign. 


XI.—That when the events, which marked the progress of 
the competition between the two East-India Companies, became 
known in Britain, it was perceived, but too late, that this com- 
petition must inevitably. terminate in the bankruptcy of the one, 
or of the other; and this consequence .soon became perfectly 
obvious to the mercantile part of the community, who decided, 
that the Company, whose stock was rapidly sinking in value, 
and whose commercial funds could only be buoyed up, for the 
moment, by subscriptions, must certainly experience the same 


fate as their depreciated credit. 


XIL.—That though commercial opinions, for a time, may 
be influenced by specious projects, the test of experience uni- 
formly unveils the illusion, and restores practical men to more 
solid decisions ; for the English Company had scarcely begun to 
exercise their rights in England, when they discovered, from the 
depreciation of their stock and credit, that the popular preju- 
dices against monopolies (out of which they had arisen) were 
turning against them; and, like Courten’s Association, the 
Assada Merchants, and the Merchant Adventurers, that they 
could find safety, only, ina coalition with the Joint Stock of the 
London East-India Company. 

XIII.—That 


VOL. III. 4 T 
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CHAP. III. XJTI—That this public opinion, founded on experience, 
RESULTS. necessarily influenced the resolutions of the Legislature, „which 


continued the corporate capacity of the London Company, 
after the expiration of the term specified in the Act estab- 
lishing the English Company, and thus. gave them a consti- 
tutional basis, equal in principle, if not. in extent, to their 
opponents; an event which, at last, brought forward the Deed, 
or Indenture Tripartite, of 1702, which obliged the London and 
English Companies to accede to an Union, and thus, once more, 
by equalizing their stocks, restored the regulated commerce of 


an East-India Company. 


XIV.—That though this Indenture Tripartite terminated 
the competition between the two Companies, it was not attended 
with the precautions required for speedily adjusting their oppos- 
ing interests, because it allowed to each, a specified time to wind 
up their separate affairs, without imposing an adequate con- 
trol over their proceedings :—that though. the London Com- 
pany, both at home and abroad, fulfilled their part of the 
obligation, the English Company, from the habits of Private 
Traders, or Interlopers, prolonged the time, at home, and, by 
an improvident continuance in the system of oppressing the 
London Company’s servants, abroad, exposed them to losses, and 
their servants to sufferings :—that Bombay, the fortified seat of 
trade, was placed in imminent danger of being conquered by 
the more powerful Native Chiefs ; and though Fort St. George 

protected 
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protected the property and the servants of the London Company, CHAP. III, 
on the Coromandel Coast, and, ultimately, became an asylum to RESULTS. 
the trade and servants of both Companies, it was because the ad- 
ministration of it was entrusted to the predecessor of the immortal 

Mr. Pitt, who, like him, acted on public principles only :—and 

that the trade in Bengal, and the stations in Sumatra, from 

which, since the expulsion of the English from Jaya, the market 

had been principally supplied with pepper, were preserved, from 

their connexion with Fort St. George. 


XV.—That the impracticability of completing the Union, 
while the separate interests of the two Companies were to be 
adjusted by themselves, led to the Act, the 6th of Queen Anne, 
which compelled’ both to appeal to the Lord High Treasurer, 
Godolphin, whose able Award terminated, upon fair and just 
terms, that competition, which plausible theories of commerce, 


and the improvident establishment of opposing Companies, had 


so unhappily begun ; an Award, which took away from each, the 
possibility of recourse to expedients for maintaining separate 
interests, and, in itself, recognized, as by law it was guthorized 
to do, all the privileges which the grants of the Crown had 
given to the London Company, and all the rights which the 
English Company had derived from an Act of Legislature, and 
combining both, confirmed the corporate capacity of Taz UNITED 
Company oF MERCHANTS oF ENGLAND TRADING TO THE 
East-InpvIizs. 


4T 2° XVI—From 
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magi XVI—From the whole of these Annals it appears, that 


RESULTS. the United Company, as recognized by the Award of Lord 


Godolphin, are vested with all the rights of the London and 
English Companies, and that they have been declared, by law, _ 
to be entitled to the Dead Stock, which the Indenture Tripartite 
had ascertained :—That the value of this Dead Stock was, how- 


ever, at the time, estimated rather with a view to a compro- 


‘mise, than deduced from the actual expenditure of the London 


Company, in purchasing their Settlements, or in giving valuable 
considerations to the Native Powers, ‘for grants of privileges, or 
from the annual charges for presents, and bribes, to those 
Sovereigns, and to their Governors, to allow them the quiet 
possession of their seats of trade, in the undefended Factories : 
—That these sums, or expenditures, constituted, also, a large 
part of the Dead Stock, which cannot be estimated, even by the 
indefinite computation of many millions, but to which the United 
East-India Company have an undoubted right, on the principles 
of the Constitution, and of the Laws of England :—That the 
actual value of this Dead Stock of the United Company -has 
been encreased, hy the advances which they have made to the 
public, by the sums paid as revenue from their commerce, and 
by the civil and military charges of acquiring and preserving their 
seats of trade; and, even at this early time, to those seats of 
trade must be ascribed the valuable exchanges between Britain 


and India, and subsequently, in a still greater proportion, the 


" circuitous exchanges with China:—That, therefore, to whatever 


magnitude the Dead Stock of the United. Company may, since 
j i : that 
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